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THERE  are,  perhaps,  few,  if  any,  among 
all  the  various  fects  and  parties  ofprofelf- 
ed  chriftians,  but  that  will  readily  give  their  af- 
fent  to  this  proportion  :  4;  He,  who  underftands 
the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Cbrift  aright,  lees  it  in  its 
glory,  believes  it  to  be  true,  with  all  his  heart-, 
and  is  affe&ed  and  a£ts  accordingly,  is  a  true 
chriftian,  and  will  finally  inherit  eternal  life.” 
Butputthequeftion,  What  is  the  Gofpeloj  Chrijl  ? 
And  let  each  one  for  himfelf,  learned  and  un¬ 
learned,  throughout  Chriftenriom,  prepare  and 
give  in  an  anfwer,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
there  is  a  great  variety  of  opinions  :  That  the 
learned  differ  as  much  as  the  unlearned  :  And 
that  the  feemingly ^devout  and  religious  differ 
as  much  as  the  more  ioofe  and  profane.  The 
more  any  marl  acquaints  himfelf  with  the  ftate 
of  the  chriftian  world,  at  home  and  abroad,  the 
more  he  converfes  with  men  and  books,  the 
more  clearly  will  he  difcern  this  to  be  the  true 
ft  ate  of  the  cafe.  And  now,  What  Jhall  he  done  ? 

To  fay,  in  this  cafe,  66  That,  notwithftanding 
circumftantial  differences,  the  body  of  profefl- 
mg  chriftians  agree  in  the  main  ;  and  we  muff 
not  be  fo  exa £t,  metaphyfical  and  nice  is  the 
fame  as  to  lay,  Let  your  ideas  be  fo  general, 
confufed  and  indeterminate,  about  matters  of 
religion,  as  that  you  may  not  diftindtly  difcern 
the  differences  which  do  in  faff  take  place  : 
And  be  fo  very  unconcerned  about  your  eter¬ 
nal  mtereft,  as  not  to  think  it  worth  your  while 
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to  look  things  to  the  bottom.  Go  on  eafy  in 
this  way,  and  cry  out  againft  and  condemn  all 
exaB;  thinking  and  clear  reafoningin  matters  of 
religion,  as  metaphyficks ;  an  hocus  pocus  word, 
to  blacken  an  inquiring  difpofition,  and  to  jufii-, 
fy  an  aftonifhing  inattention,  in  a  matter  of  in¬ 
finite,  of everlafting  concern.”  And  this,  while 
all  m$n  of  fenfe  agree  to  commend,  the  mod 
exaft  thinking  and  clear  reafoning,  on  any  oth¬ 
er  fub]e6t,  but  that  of  religion. 

To  fay,  “  It  is  no  matter  what  men’s  princi¬ 
ples  be,  if  their  lives  are  but  good  is  the  fame 
as  to  fay,  41  Paganifm  and  Mahometanifm  are 
as  fafe  ways  to  heaven,  as  Chriftianity.”  Which 
is  downright  infidelity. 

To  fay,  45  Good  men  may  differ.  There  are 
more  ways  to  heaven  than  one,  all  equally  fafe  ; 
it  is  needlcfs  to  be  at  pains  to  look  things  to 
the  bottom  f  ’  is  much  the  fame  as  to  fay,  46  Let 
every  one  fincerely  live  up  to  his  ownfcheme, 
and  he  will  be  fafe.”  Which  again  will  land 
one  on  the  fhores  of  infidelity. 

When  our  bleffed  Saviour  fent  his  apoflles 
abroad  into  the  world,  it  was  with  this  commif- 
fion  ;  Go  preach  the  Gofpelto  every  creature ,  and 
he  that  believeth  (the  very  Gofpel  I  fend  you  to 
preach)  and  is  baptized,  Jhall  be  faved  :  But  he 
that  believeth  not  (the  very  Gofpel  1  fend  you  to 
preach)  Jhall  be  damned.  And,  according  to 
this  commiffion,  they  went  and  preached,  and 
gathered  churches,  and  then  faid,  not  from  an 
uncharitable  difpofition,  but  merely  viewing 
things  in  the  light  af  their  Mailer  s  words  ;  We 
know  that  wc  are  oj  God}  and  the  whole  zvoiid 
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lieth  in  wickednefs.  And  when  falfe  teachers 
arofe,  and  endeavoured  to  accommodate  the 
Gofpel  fcheme  a  little  better  to  the  tafte,  the 
natural  tafte  of  mankind  ;  the  very  chief  of  the 
apoftles,  as  it  were,  ftepped  forth  into  the  view 
of  the  whole  chriftian  world,  and,  with  an  affur- 
ance  and  folemnity  becoming  one.  infpired  by 
heaven,  faid,  Rut  though  we  or  an  angel  from 
heaven  preach  any  other  Gofpel  unto  your  than 
that  which  we  have  preached  unto  you ,  let  him  be 
accurfed.  As  we  faid  before^  fo  fay  I  now  again ,  If 
any  man  preach  any  other  Gofpel  unto  you,  than  that 
ye  have  received ,  let  him  be  accurfed .  Gal.  i.  8,  g. 

“  But  what  ill  all  I  do  ?”  lays  a  poor,  igno¬ 
rant,  benighted  foul,  anxious  for  his  eternal 
welfare.  ^  Were  all  learned,  religious  fort  of 
men  agreed,  I  fhould  think  I  might  fafely  be¬ 
lieve,  as  they  believe.  But  now  I  am  pefe&ly 
difconcerted  and  confounded.  And  is  it  like¬ 
ly  fuch  a  poor,  ignorant  creature  as  I  am  fhould 
ever  find  the  truth,  and  fee  to  the  bottom  of 
thefe  controverfies,  fo  as  to  know  what  is  right, 
and  what  is  wrong  ?  What  fhall  I  do  ?” 

Were  the  differences  fubfifting  m  the  chrif¬ 
tian  world  really  owing  to  any  obfcuritv  in  di¬ 
vine  revelation  itfelf,  I  do  not  fee  how  poor, 
ignorant  people  could  be  to  blame,  in  being 
thus  at  a  lofs.  Or  indeed  if  after  all  they  fhould* 
happen  to  believe  wrong,  to  miftake  fome  falfe 
Gofpel  for  the  true  one,  I  do  not  fee  how  they 
eouid  be  to  blam  ,  much  lels  fo  much,  fo  very 
much  to  blame,  as  to  merit  eternal'  damnation®. 
W  hen,  therefore,  our  bleffed  Saviour  fo  pe'remp. 
torily  declare:  T  He  that  beheveth  not  fhall  ba 
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damned,  let  him  be  who  he  will,  among  all  man¬ 
kind,  who  (hall  hear  the  Gofpel,  it  i$  a  complete 
demon  If  ration,  that,  in  the  judgment  of  our 
bleffed  Saviour,  the  Gofpel  revelation  is  quite 
plain  enough,  upon  a  level  even  with  vulgar  ca¬ 
pacities  . ;  fo  that  it  cannot  be  mifunderftood  or 
mifbelieved,  by  any  individual,  unlefs  the  fault 
is  in  himfelf.  Yea,  unlefs  he  is  fo  greatly  to 
blame  in  the  affair,  as  juftly  to  merit  eternal 
damnation.  To  fay  otherwise,  is  to  charge  our 
Saviour  with  injuflice,  in  denouncing  eternal 
damnation  againft  every  unbeliever.  Which5 
again,  is  no  better  than  downright  infidelity. 

64  But  how  can  thefe  things  be  ?”  may  an  in- 
quifitive  reader  fay.  44  For,  if  the  true  Gofpel 
of  Chriil  were  fo  clearly  revealed  in  the  facred 
writings,  how  unaccountable  is  it,  that  the  chrif- 
tian  world  fo  greatly  differ  ?”  Not  unaccounta¬ 
ble  at  all,  only  granting,  what  mull  be  granted^ 
or  Chriflianity  be  given  up,  that  the  true  Gof¬ 
pel  of  ChriS  contains  a  fyflem  of  fentiments  di¬ 
ametrically  oppofite  to  every  vicious  bias  in  the 
human  heart.  Such  a  fyflem  it  contains,  or  it 
did  not  corqe  from  God.  And  if  it  does  con¬ 
tain  fuch  a  fyflem,  then,  fo  long  as  the  generali¬ 
ty  of  mankind  are  under  the  government  of 
their  vicious  biafes,  they  will  naturally  love 
darknefs  rather  than  light  ;  felf-juftifying  error, 
rather  than  feif condemning  truth  ;  and  it  is 
well-  known,  how  apt  men  are,  to  believe  that 
to  be  true,  which  they  with  to  have  fo,  in  other 
matters,  befides  that  of  religion.  .  Befidcs, 

Tell  me,  whence  was  it,  that,  in  the  apofloi- 
ick  aae  p  whence  was  it,  that,  in  the  very  days 
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of  miracles  and  infpiration,  profeffed  chriftians 
began  to  differ  ?  Was  it  becaufe  the  facred 
•writings  were  obfcure  ?  Why  then  did  they  not 
inquire  at  the  mouths  of  the  apoflles,  who  were 
yet  alive,  and  who  all  agreed  among  themfelves  ? 
Nay  :  Inquire  at  the  apoflles’  mouths  !  Indeed 
no.  They  would  rather  call  their  infpiration  in 
queftion,  than  fubmit  to  their  decifion.  St. 
Paul  found  himfelf  fo  vigoroufly  opyofed  by 
falfe  teachers  among  the  Galatians,  that  with  all 
his  miracles,  infpiration,  and  elaborate  reafon- 
ings,  he  could  not  keep  up  the  credit  of  his 
fcheme,  no,  not  ev.cn  among  his  own  converts, 
who  once  were  ready  to  pluck  out  their  eyes 
for  him ;  rather,,  in  endeavouring  to  keep  the 
truth  up,  his  own  credit  funk  by  the  means. 
Gal.  iv.  16.  And  a  little  before  his  death,  af¬ 
ter  full  experience  of  the  nature  of  error  and 
delufion,  he  plainly  tells' his. fon  Timothy,  that 
the  cafe  with  feme  was  really  bopelefs  ;  faying, 
Evil  men  and  fcducers  Jliall  wax  worfe  and  worje , 
deceiving  and  being  deceived.  2  Tim.  iii.  13. 
And  while  the  apoflles  were,  fome  of  them,  yet 
living,  numbers  of  their  converts  aflually  fepa- 
rated  from  their  churches.  Numbers  of  their 
gracelefs  converts,  I  mean.  x  Joh.  ii.  iq. 
They  went  out  from  as,  but  they  wer e  not  of  us  : 
For  if  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt 
have  continued  with  us. 

Now  it  cannot  be  pretended  there  was  any 
want  of  external. light  and  evidence,  needful  to 
difeern  and;  afeertain  the  truth,  in  that  age  ; 
and,  nevertbclcfs,  matters  began  to  work  then 
Very  much  as  they  have  all  along  fmce.  It  is 
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not  therefore  through  want  of  light  and  evidence 
externally  held  forth,  that  men  have  gone  into 
error,  in  one  age  and  another,  who  have  had 
the  Bible  in  their  hands ;  hut  it  has  been  en- 
tirely  owing  to  the  vicious  ftate  of  their  minds. 
And,  therefore,  St.  Paul  reckons  herejies  amon^ 
the  works  of  the  JleJh ,  and  gives  them  a  place 
a  ong  with  fiduliery,. Joriiieahon,, witchcraft,  mur¬ 
der,  drunkennefs,  &c.  as  being,  criminal  in-  the 
fame  fenfe  with  them.  Gal.  v.  19,  20,  2t. 

And,  indeed,  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the 
Gofpel  may  be  reduced  to  two  or  three  points, 
which  muit  be  in  a  manner  felf-evident  to  a 
mind  rightly  difpoied  ;  or  to  ufe  our  Saviour’s 
words,  to  thofe  who  have  a  good  and  honeft  heart. 
F or  as  all  chriftians  were  baptized  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghofl  ;  fo  right  apprehenfions  of  the  character 
and  offices  of  thefe  three,  is  the  fum  of  all  chrif- 
tian  knowledge  For  he  who  believes  God  the 
Father,  the  fupreme  governour  of  the  world,  to 
be  by  nature  God,  an  abfolutely  perfedf,  an 
infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  infinitely 
worthy  of  that  fupreme  love  and  honour,  and 
univerfal  obedience,  which,  the  divine  law  re¬ 
quires  at  our  hands,  and  that  confequcntly  his 
law  is  holy,  juft  and  good  And  he  'who  believes 
that  God  the  Son,  the  exprefs  image  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  became  incarnate,  and  died  to  do  honour 
to  the  divine  law  ;  was  fet  forth  to  be  a  propi¬ 
tiation  to  declare  his  Father’s  righteoufnefs,  that 
he  might  he  juft,  and  yet  the  juftifier  of  the  be¬ 
liever  :  And  he  who  bdieVes  that  God  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghofl.  is  appointed  to  be  an  enlightener  and 
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fan&ifier,  to  bring  finners  to  underftand  the 
truths  fee  it  in  its  glory,  believe,  love  and  obey 
it  :  He,  who  underftands  and  believes  thefe 
points,  cannot  fail  to  underhand  and  believe  all 
the  reft.  For,  all  doQrinal,  experimental,  and 
praSlical  religion,  natively  refults  from  thefe  fun¬ 
damental  truths.  Befides, 

Thefe  fundamental  truths  give  light  to  each 
other.  So  that  if  once  the  glory  of  God,  the 
fupreme  governour  ol  the  world,  is  feen,  the 
reafon  and  nature  of  his  law  will  be  plain.  And 
if  that  is  plain,  the  delign  of  the  incarnation  and 
death  of  the  Son  of  God  will  be  evident.  And 
then  the  whole  Gofpel  plan  will  naturally  open 
to  view,  and  appear  to  contain  a  complete  fyf- 
tetn  of  religious  fentiments,  harmonious  and  con¬ 
fident  throughout,  perfe£l  in  glory  and  beauty. 
And  while  we  difeern  the  oppofition  of  this  fyf- 
tem  of  truths  to  every  vicious  bias  in  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  the  nature  and  neceffity  of  the  re¬ 
generating  and  fanftifying  influence  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit,  to  bring  us  rightly  to  underftand  the 
Gofpel,  fee  it  in  its  glory,  believe  and  love  and 
pra&ife  it,  will  be  eafily  difeerned  :  And,  at 
the  fame  time,  every  one,  well  acquainted  with 
Jiis  own  heart,  may  difeern  the  true  iource  of 
all  the  various  errors,  which  have  been  broach¬ 
ed  in  the  ebriftian  world  :  For,  the  root  of  them 
all  is  in  the  heart  of  every  child  of  Adam. 

To  aflilt  the  candid  inquifitive  reader  to  look 
down  into  the  bottom  of  truth  and  error,  and 
fee  things  in  their  original  fources,  and  in  their 
mutual  con nexions,  that  the  true  feripture  fc heme 
may  arife  into  dear  view,  and  thefirfl;  fpringof 
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all  the  chief  errors  now  in  vogue  may  be  clear¬ 
ly  difcerned,  is  the  defign  of  the  following  fheets. 

The  reafonings  are  not  built  upon  here  and 
there  a  fcripture  rext,  detached  from  its  con¬ 
nexion  with  its  context,  to  carry  away  the  read¬ 
er’s  mind  with  the  mere  found  of  words  ;  rath¬ 
er  all  the  reafonings  are  at  bottom  founded  on 
fcripture  fa£ls,  viewed  in  a  fcripture  light  ;  fadls 
which  cannot  be  denied  without  given  up  our 
baptifm,and  overthrowing  Chrillianity  by  whole- 
fale.  And  a  chief  defign  is,  to  lead  all  parties, 
if  they  will  but  attend  to  the  fubjebt,to  fee  that 
the  great  dottrines  of  the  Gofpel  are  not  difpu- 
table  points  ;  yea,  fo  far  from  it,  that  there  is 
no  confident  medium  between  the  ancient  apof- 
tolick  Chrillianity,  and  infidelity. 

The  fubjeft  is  noble,  the  defign  is  good,  the 
execution,  far  as  it  is  from  being  equal  to  fo  no¬ 
ble  a  fubjeft,  is  prefented  to  the  candid  reader’s 
critical  peril fal  and  mature  judgment.  With  a 
becoming  generofity  overlook  the  blemifhes  of 
the  manner  ;  with  the  greatell  eagernefs  attend 
to  the  matter;  feek  the  truth,  fearch  for  it  as 
for  filver,  dig  for  it  as  for  hid  treafure.  Nei¬ 
ther  believe  nor  dilbelieve  but  in  exahl  propor¬ 
tion  to  evidence.  To  the  law  and  to  the  tejlrno- 
ny ,  like  the  noble  Bereans. 

N.  B.  The  reader  may  be  advertifed,  that, 
fome  time  after  this  Elfay  was  begun,  Mr.  Cud- 
worth’s  Farther  Defence  of  Theron  and  Af paJio 
came  to  hand,  feme  remarks  upon  which  are  there¬ 
fore  inferted  here  and  there  in  the  margin,  fo  far 
asappears  needful  to  clearand  cllablifh  the  truth. 

March  n;  1762. 
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The  INTRODUCTION. 

Containing  an  Invitation  to  Jludy  the  Gos- 
P£l  of  Christ  ,  as  it  gives  the  mojl  glorious 
Display  of  all  the  Divine  Perfections, 
that  ever  was  made. 


•m 

_  firft  and  fundamental  prin- 

Adfe  c,P]e  °P  ail  religion,  natural 

and  revealed,  is  this,  viz.  That 

fl  I1  T  S  !  11  there  is  God>  a»  abfolutelv 

pe?ea»  f?  Infinitely  glorious 
and  am,abIe  being.  And  it  is 
?  WW  univerfaily  agreed  to,  by  all 
wh»  oel.eve  .he  .ofpiralion  of  (he  holy  Ccrip.Ls, 
hat  this  God  is  the  creator  of  all  things  :  That, 
m  the  beginning,  he  created  the  heavens  and  the 

rth  ;  and  that  by  him  were  created  all  things 
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that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth,  vifible 
and  invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  do¬ 
minions,  or  principalities,  or  powers  :  An  things 
were  created  by  him.  And  if  there  is  a  God, 
an  abfolutely  perfeft.  being  ;  and  if  he  created 
all  things,  then  all  things  are  his,  by  an  original, 
entire,  underived,  independent  right.  And  ir 
fo,  it  mull  of  courfe  naturally  belong  to  him  to 
take  care  of  his  own  world,  to  order  and  dif- 
pofe  allevents  accordingtohis  pleafure  :  And  the 
whole  of  his  condufit,  in  the  government  of  the 
univerfe,  mud  be,  of  neceflity,  like  himieif,  per- 
fea  in  wifdom,  glory  and  .  beauty  ;  worthy 
to  be  admired  and  rejoiced  in,  by  all  created 
intelligences.  And  if  all  God’s  works  are  glo¬ 
rious,  much  more  mull  the  work  of  redemption 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  chief,  by  far  the  chief  ot 

all  his  works,  exceed  in  glory. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  whole  tenor  or  ic^p- 
tore,  that,  as  God  is  by  nature  invifible,  one 
whom  no  eve  hath  been  or  can  fee,  ano  into 
whole  £  {fence  no  created  intelligence  can  look ; 
fo  one  chief  defign  of  all  bis  works  is  to  mam- 
feft  himfelf,  to  exhibit  the  cleareft  avid  complet- 
eft  reprefentation  of  all  his  perfections  ;  and 
particularly,  to  hold  forth  to  the  view  or  the 
fntelleftual  fyftem,  the  mod  lively  image  of  his 
heart,  of  his  moral  perfeaions  :  1  hat,  as  it  is 
above  the  capacity  of  finite  intelligences  to 
look  immediately  into  his  heart,  and  difcern 
how  he  views  things,  and  is  affixed  towards 
them  •  they  might  hereby  be  enabled  to  form 
riaht  ’conceptions  of  his  nature,  and  lo  under 
advantages  to  behold  his  infinite,  meompreheu- 
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fible  glory,  fo  far  as  their  finite  capacities  will 

admit.  .  t  ,  , 

The  vifibie  creation,  the  heavens  and  the 

earth,  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars,  with  all  the  laws, 
order  and  harmony  in  the  natural  fyftem,  as 
thev  are  fpecimens  of  almighty  power,  infinite 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  ;  fo  they  may  be  confid- 
ered,  as  a  defigned  mamfefiation  of  thefe  pei> 
fedtions,  as  inanimate  piSures  of  the  invifible  glo¬ 
ries  of  the  invifible  God.  But  if  we  turn  oui  eyes^ 
off  from  the  material  world,  the  meaneft  part  of 
God’s  creation,  to  the  view  of  holy  intelligences, 
who  were  in  a  peculiar  ienie  made  after  the  im  ¬ 
age  of  God,  here  we  fhall  behold  living  images 
of  the  living  God.  But  ftili  all  this  is  finite  3  the 
inanimate  pidlures  and  the  living  images  arc  fi¬ 
nite  ;  but  God  hi  rule  if  is  absolutely  infinite. 
Thefe  repreientations  therefore  are  very  fcarity, 
very  deficient  ;  and  but  a  final!  portion  of  God 
can  be  known  by  them.  Wherefore,  infinite 
wifdom  hath  laid  a  plan,  in  which  he  himfelf,  as 
it  "were,  may  ceafe  to  be  invifible,  naay  com  ' 
out  to  the  view  of  the  intelleaual  fyftein  in  all 
his  glory,  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift  his  fon, 
who  is  the  image  of  the  invifible  God,  even  the 
brightnefs  ot  his  glory,  and  the  expreis  image 
of  his  perlon.  The  veil  is  rent,  the  holy  of 
holies  is  expofed  to  publick  view,  and  the  giory 
of  the  Lord  is  to  be  ieen  by  faints  on  earth,  and 
principalities  and  powers  in  heaven,  in  the^iacc 
of  Jefus  ChriiL  This  maniieftation,  therefore, 
of  God,  in  and  by  ]efus  Chrifi,  which  is  called 
the  Gofpei,  is  the  cornpleteft  and  brighteft  ex¬ 
hibition  of  all  the  divine  perfections  that  ever 
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was,  or  that  (perhaps)  ever  will  be  made.  The 
-mpiied  apoille, might  well  then  call  the  Gofpei, 
. 1  ( V '  GL0R(°us  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
JS  .  e>’0nd  ad  doubt  the  glory  of  the  work  of  our 

J  coemption  by  Chrift  exceeds,  far  exceeds,  in  glo¬ 
ry,  not  only  the  glorious  works  of  men,  or  more 
glorious  works  of  angels  ;  but  even  exceeds  in 
glory  a!  the  other  glorious  works  of  God  himfelf. 

hide  therefore  men  of  the  greateft  genius 
.  iiriA .  tnemfelves  well  employed  in  contemplat¬ 
es  the  laws,  order  and  harmony  of  the  natural 
world,  let  us  now,  with  the  greateft  attention 
ana  araor,  join  with  principalities  and  powers 
in  heaven,  in  prying  into  the  glorious  myfteries 
of  God’s  moral  fyftem,  all  prefuppofed  or  iru- 
phed  in  the  glorious  Gofpei  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

^And  the  rather,  becaufe  it  is  poffible,  that 
while  we  live  under  the  clear  light  of  the  Gol- 
pel,  we  maybe  blind  to  all  its  peculiar  glories; 
and  fo  never  believe  it  to  be  true,  nor  reao 
any  faving  benefit  from  it  ;  but  be  finally  loft, 
eternally  loft.  For,  as  St.  Paul  obferves,  if  our 
Gofpei  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft  j  in 
whom  the  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds 
cf  them  that  believe  net ,  lejl  the  light  of  the  glori¬ 
ous  Gofpei  of  Chrjl,  who  is  the  image  of  God, 
Jhould  Jhine  unto  them.  Wherefore,  while  we 
fearch  into  the  nature  and  glory  of  the  Gofpei 
ol  Jefus  Chrift,  let  us  pray,  that  he  who  com¬ 
manded  the  light  to  Jhine  out  of  darknefs,  would 
Jhine  in  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Je¬ 
fus  ChnJL  Thatw«  all  with  open  face,  beholding 
as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord}  may  be  chang- 
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ed  into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory ,  ashy 
the  fpint  of  the  Lord.  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  and  iv, 
3,  4,  5. 

In  thefe  words  of  the  apoftle  juft  cited,  to 
which  a  fpecial  reference  will  be  had  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Effay,  thefe  things  may  be  obferved. 
That  the  Gofpel  of  Chrilt  is  a  glorious- Gofpel. 
That  the  glory  of  the  Gofpel  is  feen  by  all  who 
fit  under  it,  that  are  not  blind  :  And  all  who 
fee  its  glory  do  believe,  favingly  believe.  That 
thofe  who  are  blind  to  the  glory  of  the  Gofpel, 
do  not  believe  it.  The  Gofpel  is  hid  from  them, 
and  they  are  loft.  That  the  devil’s  grand  fcheme 
is  to  keep  men  blind  to  the  glory  of  the  Gof¬ 
pel  ;  as  knowing,  that  this  is  the  direft  method 
to  prevent  their  ever  believing  it,  to  the  faving 
of  their  fouls.  That  fpiritual  illumination,  where¬ 
by  men  are  brought  to  lee  the  glory  of  the  Goi- 
pc),  to  fee  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Je- 
fus  Cbrift,  is  as  immediately  from  God,  as  was 
natural  light,  when  God  commanded  the  light 
to  fhinc  out'of  darknefs ;  faying,  Let  there  be  light , 
and  there  zvas  light.  That  all  who  behold  this 
glory  of  the  Lord  are  changed  into  the  fame 
image.  •  • 

Thefe  propofitions  are  exprefsly  declared,  or 
plainly  implied,  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle. 
Wherefore,  let  us  inquire  into  the  nature  and 
glory  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  into  the  nature 
and  confequences  of  fpiritual  blindnefs,  and  in¬ 
to  tire  nature  and  etfetls  of  divine  illumination. 
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A  General  View  of  the  Nature  of  the 

Gospel, 


THE  word  Gofpd)  fignifiesgood  news.  The 
good  news  comes  from  heaven,  from  God, 
the  great  King  of  the  univerfe.  It  was  firft  more 
darkly  hinted  to  Adam  immediately  after  the  fail ; 
and  afterwards  to  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  by 
Godhimfelf ;  and  by  Mofes  and  all  the  prophets 
in  God’s  name  to  lfrael  of  old  :  But  laft  of  all, 
the  whole  glorious  plan  was  fully  brought  to 
light,  and  publifhed  to  the  world  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  his  apoftles. 

And  he,  who  will*  be  at  the  pains  carefully 
and  critically  to  read  the  Bible  through,  and 
take  a  full  view  of  the  whole  account,  as  it  there 
Hands,  will  find  the  following  particulars,  among 
many  others,  implied  in  the  glorious  Gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrift. 


1.  That  God  is  confidered  as  the  moral  gov¬ 


ernor  of  the  world  ;  that  man  is  confidered  as 
a  proper  fubjeft  of  moral  government  ;  that 
God’s  law  is  confidered  as  holy,  juft  and  good; 
that  man  has  broken  it,  is  without  excufe,  ftands 
guilty  before  God,  already  condemned  ;  and  is 
fo  far  from  penitence,  that  he  k  dead  in  fin,  an 
enemy  to  God,  and  at  enmity  againft  his  law 


and  government, 
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2.  That  God  did  not  judge  it  fuitable  to  the 
honour  of  his  majefty,  or  agreeable  to  the  hon¬ 
our  of  his  law  and  government,  in  a  fovereign 
way,  by  the  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to 
bring  man  to  repentance,  and  then  by  a  fove¬ 
reign  aft  of  grace  to  pardon  him,  and  receive 
him  to  favour,  and  entitle  him  to  eternal  life-, 
without  a  mediator  and  an  atonement. 

3.  That  God  has  appointed  his  own  Son  to 
be  a  mediator,  and  made  him  a  curfe,  to  re¬ 
deem  us  from  the  curfe,  that  through  him  he 
might  communicate  the  Holy  Spirit  :  And  fet 
him  forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  that  through 
faith  in  his  blood,  we  might  receive  forgivenefs 
of  fins  ;  and  yet  God  be  juft,  and  the  honour 
of  his  law  be  fecured  in  the  fight  of  all  worlds* 

So  that  the  doftrine  of  Chrift’s  atonement, 
confidered  in  its  antecedents,  effefts  and  con- 
fequences,  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the 
Gofpel.  This  is  the  good  news.  That  God  fo 
loved  the  world ,  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son , 
that  zuhofoever  believeth  in  him  fiould  not  perifli , 
but  have  everlafiing  life.  Joh.  iii.  16.  And 
therefore  St.  Paul  fums  up  all  in  thefe  words, 
Chrif  crucified .  1  Cor.  i.  23.  Jfias  Chrijl ,  and 
him  crucified.  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  And  fometimes 
merely  in  the  crofs  of  Chrijl.  Gal.  vi.  14.  Yea, 
in  that  one  word,  the  crofs.  1  Cor.  i.  18.. 

When  the  Gofpel  was  firft  publilhed  to  fallen 
man,  it  was  in  words  to  this  effeft,  The  feed  of 
the  woman  fiall  bruife  the  ferpent's  head.  But 
how  bruife  the  Jerpent’s  head  ?  It  was  not  then 
a  proper  time  to>  declare,  in  exprefs  language  ; 
but  facrifices  were  inftituted  to  (hew  how,  by 
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way  of  emblematical  reprefentation,  as  they 
were  types  and  fhadows  of  the  great  atonement. 
Abel  facrificed  ;  Noah  facrificed  ;  and  Abraham, 
Ifaac  and  Jacob,  offered  facrifice  :  And  almoft 
the  whole  external  worlhip  of  God,  under  the 
Mofaick  difpenfation,  which  wasdefigned  as  an 
introduaion  to  Chriftianity,  confifted  in  offering 
facrifice  ;  and  without  f redding  of  blood  there 
was  no  remiffion .  And  the  meaning  of  all  this 
was  made  plain,  when  the  Son  of  God  became 
incarnate,  that  through  death  he  might  dejlroy 
him  that  had  the  power  of  deaths  that  is ,  the  devil : 
And  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death  were 
all  their  life-time  fubjecl  to  bondage .  Heb.  xi. 
14?  *5* 

How  had  the  devil  the  power  of  death  ?  it  was 
the  devil’s  original  defign  to  be  the  death  and 
deftru&ion  of  all  the  human  race,  perhaps  that 
in  the  ruin  of  God’s  new  made  world,  he  might 

be  revenged  for  his  expulfion  out  of  heaven.  He 

thought  that  if  they  finned,  they  muft  inevitably 
die,  according  to  the  exprefs  declaration  of  God’s 
law.  He  had  lately  felt  the  force  of  the  divine 
law  he  was  under.  He  finned,  and  he  was  banifh- 
ed  from  the  celeftial  regions  down  to  eternal  woe 
and  enalefs  defpair.-  He  tempted  man  to  fin, 
that  he  might  be  joined  in  the  fame  ftate.  For 
if  God  will  be  fo  fevere  as  to  kill  and  damn  for 
the  firft  offence,  Satan’s  prafitice  feemed  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  he  could  wifli  God  might  have  .noth¬ 
ing  elfc  to  do  among  all  his  fubjeQs.  So  that 
when  a  follen  world  was  doomed  to  death,  it 
was  the  very  thing  Satan  would  have.  And  fo 
death  became?  as  it  were;  his  fervant,  It  ferv- 
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ed  his  will,  it  accomplifhed  his  fcheme,  and  an- 
fwered  his  ends,  as  though  it  had  been  in  his 
power.  God  feemed  obliged  in  honour  to  put  his 
law  in  execution  ;  but  in  doing  of  it,  he  would 
gratify  the  devil,  the  greateft  enemy  to  God,  to 
law,  and  to  the  whole  fyftem.  This  was  Satan’s 
malicious  crafty  fcheme;  and  thus  perhaps  was 
he  ready  to  fay,  “  If  law  is  put  in  execution, 
man  muft  die  ;  and  God  will  be  aifappointed 
of  the  glory  of  his  new  creation,  and  I  fhall  tri¬ 
umph.  If  law  is  vacated  and  let  afide  in  favour 
of  rebel  man,  no  more  let  the  Almighty  Mon¬ 
arch  pretend  to  impartial  juftice  :  As  well  might 
law  have  been  fet  afide  in  my  cafe  ;  my  exclu- 
fion  from  heaven  was  an  arbitrary  aft  ;  if  arbi¬ 
trary,  then  tyrannical  :  And  what  care  I  for  the 
wrath  of  an  angry  tyrant  ?  Hell  will  be  no 
longer  hell  tome.”  Wherefore,  there  was  ape- 
.  culiar  propriety  in  the  firft  promife  being  de¬ 
livered  to  man,  in  the  form  of  a  threatening  to 
Satan.  The  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  bruife  the 
ferpends  head .  For  it  was  a  chief  defign  of  in¬ 
finite  wifdom  to  difconcert  the  devil’s  fcheme, 
break  up  his  plan,  and  fo  kill  the  old  ferpent  in 
a  way  luited  to  his  own  nature.  And  what  can 
cruciate  him  more,  and  put  him  to  greater  tor¬ 
ment,  than  to  fee  law  honoured,  and  man  fav- 
ed,  both  at  once  ;  and  an  eternal  end  put  to 
his  influence,  in  a  way  moll  honourable  to  God, 
and  advantageous  to  the  fyftem  :  Whilft  himfelf 
and  all  his  obflinate  adherents  are  doomed  to 
everlafting  fire. 

But  how  can  law  be  honoured,  and  man  fav- 
ed,  both  at  once  ?  For  this  end  Chrift  became 
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incarnate,  and  placed  himfelf  in  our  room  and 
ftead,  that  through  death  he  might  de¬ 
stroy  the  devil  ;  break  up  his  fcherne  ;  fet 
at  liberty  bis  guilty  trembling  captives,  who 
through  fear  of  death  are  all  their  life-time  fub- 
jecl  to  bondage .  For  be  was  made  a  curfe  to  re¬ 
deem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law  :  Set  forth  to  be  a 
propitiation ,  to  declare  God's  righteoufnefs ,  that  God 
might  be ,  and  appear  to  be,  jufl^  while  be  juftifies 
the  (inner  ;  and  fo  the  law  be  magnified  and  made 
honourable ,  while  the  (inner  is  faved  :  Death 
turned  into  a  bleffing,  and  be  fucceeded  by  a 
glorious  refurreBion,  and  a  bleffed  immortality. 

And  thus  the  defign  of  Chrift’s  death,  was  to 
fecure  the  honour  of  the  divine  government, 
and  open  a  way  for  the  honourable  exercife  of 
his  grace  in  the  falvation  of  finners.  And  this 
is  fo  plainly  held  forth  in  the  whole  of  divine 
revelation,  that  it  is,  at  lead,  in  words,  gener¬ 
ally  agreed  to  by  almofl:  all  parties,  however 
differently  they  profefs  to  think  in  many  other 
points.  In  words ,  I  fay,  for  if  in  reality  it  was 
agreed  to,  all  parties  would  foon  agree  in  eve¬ 
ry  other  important  article  of  the  Chriftian  faith. 

It  is  true,  there  are  fome  divines,  who  feem 
to  think,  that  God  might  arbitrarily  have  fet 
afide  his  law  in  favour  of  fallen  man  ;  and  that 
even  his  own  perfections  obliged  him  to  it  ;  and 
to  pardon  and  receive  to  favour  his  finful  crea¬ 
tures  upon  their  repentance,  had  there  never 
been  a  mediator  or  an  atonement.  Repentance 
and  reformation  was  all  the  atonement  they 
could  make,  and  all  that  God  could  demand. 
“  i  affirm,”  faysone,  “it  is  an  article  of  natural 
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religion,  that  forgivenefs  docs  certainl)  follow 
repentance  :  If  God  be  a  merciful  and  benign 
beino',  he  will  accept  the  payment  we  are  able 
to  make  ;  and  not  infill  on  impofiible  demands 
with  his  frail  bankrupt  creatures.”* 

But  little  do  fuch  divines  think  how  their 
confident  affirmations  are  really  fubverfive  of 
the  whole  of  Chriftianity  :  For  if  there  had  been 
a  law,  which  could  have  given  life,  verily  right- 
eoufnefs  had  been  by  the  law.  Gal.  iii.  21.  „  It  it 
had  been  “  an  article  of  natural  religion,  that 
any  doings  of  our’s  could  have  in  reafon  enti¬ 
tled  us  to  the  divine  favour,  verily  God  would 
have  proceeded  with  mankind  upon  the  piinci- 
ples  of  natural  religion,  and  not  needlefsly  have 
been  at  fuch  an  infinite  expenfe,  as  the  lacri- 
fice  of  his  fon.  For  if,  upon  the  principles  ot 
natural  religion,  Sinful  man  could  obtain  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God,  the  death  of  Chrift  was  unnecef- 
fary.  Gal.  ii.  21.  If  righteoufnefs  come  by  the 
law,  then  Chnjl  is  dead  in  vain. 

As  this  is  St  Paul’s  reafoning,  who  certainly 
had  a  right  utiderftanding  ol  Christianity  ;  fo  it 
not  only  confutes  fuch  affirmations  as  that  jull 
mentioned,  which  are  cited  and  improved  by 
deillical  writers+in  the  caufe  of  infidelity  :  But 
alfo  at  the  fame  time,  thefe  words  of  the  apofile 
precifely  determine,  what  it  was  that  rendered 
the  death  of  Chrift  neceffary,  in  order  to  the 
juftification  and  falvation  of  Sinners.  . file  law 
was  weak  through  the  flefh ,  Rom.  v ii.  3,  i. f- 
through  our  depravity  ;  and  although  oiiginahy 

*  Mr,  Nye,  Natural  and  Revealed  Religion,  p.  ?Jr  86. 

f  Tindai.  p,  354- 
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ordained  to  give  life ,  Rom.  vii.  10,  Was  now 
unable  to  uo  it.  For  the  law  required  perfeft 
obedience,  on  pain  of  eternal  damnation  :  As  it 
is  written.  Cur  Jed,  is  every  one  that  continuetk  not 
in  all  things  written  m  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
them.  Gal.  ni.  10.  But  all  have  finned,  and  fo 
the  whole  world  fland  guilty  before  God,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  law,  which  all  the  world  are  under 
Rom.  lti.  9—19.  This  law,  therefore,  which 
was  ordained  to  life,  can  now  be  only  unto  death. 
Rom.  vh.  10.  And  there  is  no  other  law.  So 
there  is  no  law,  which  can  give  life.  This  ren¬ 
dered  the  obedience  and  atonement  of  Chrift 
abfolutely  neceffary,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
univerfal  ruin  of  the  human  race.  For  the  law 
being  holy,  juf  and  good,  Rom.  viu  12,  mull 
not  be  let  afide.  Heaven  and  earth  fiall  pafs 
away,  but  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  the  law  mull  fail: 
It  mujl  be  all  fulfilled.  Mat.  v.  1 7,  1 8.  Could 
men  have  anfwered  the  demands  of  the  law, 
Chrill’s  obedience  and  death  had  been  needlefs  : 
lor  if  righteoufnefs  come  by  the  law,  Chrift  is 
dead  in  vain.  So  that  this  was  the  end  of  Chrift’s 
death,  and  that,  but  for  which,  he  never  would 
have  died,  his  death  being  needlefs  and  in  vain 
on  any  other  account,  according  to  St.  Paul. 

It  is  tine,  the  divine  and  holy  manner  in  which 
he  went  through  his  fufferings,  exhibits  a  glori¬ 
ous  example  for  all  his  difciples  to  follow,  when 
tiicy  are  called  to  go  through  fufferings  in  his 
caufe.  But  as  there  would  be  no  virtue  in  ex- 
poling  ourfelves  to  death,  when  not  called  to  it; 
io  there  could  be  110  virtue  in  going  through 
death  in  ever  fo  heroick  a  manner  in  fuch  a  cafe. 
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Rather  it  might  be  judged,  that  we  fling  away 
our  lives,  not  only  imprudently,  but  very  fin- 
fully  :  And  our  example  would  be  fo  far  from 
deferving  to  be  admired  and  imitated,  that  it 
ought  to  be  publickly  condemned  ;  to  the  end 
that  others  might  hear  and  fear,  and  do  no  more 
fo  wickedly.  If,  therefore,  our  Saviour  laid 
down  his  life,  when  there  was  no  need  of  it,  there 
was  no  virtue  in  his  conduft,  nothing  commend¬ 
able  in  his  example,  nor  worthy  of  imitation  ; 
but  the  whole  was  a  fcene  of  deliberate  wicked- 
nefs.  But  thus  it  is  written,  and  thus  the  all¬ 
wife  God,  whofe  judgment  is  always  according 
to  truth,  viewed  the  affair,  viz.  If  righteoufnefs 
come  by  the  lazu,  then  Chrijl  is  dead  in  vain. 

To  fay,  «  that  although  righteoufnefs  does 
come  by  the  law,  yet  Chrift  did  not  die  in  vain, 
as  his  death  was  needfuUo  feal  his  tellimony  to 
the  truth,  as  other  martyrs  have  done  j”  is  not 
only  exprefsly  to  contradift  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
Gal.  ii.  21,  but  is  even  an  affront  to  com¬ 
mon  fenfe.  Other  martyrs  were  finners,  and  de- 
ferved  to  die  ;  for  death  is  the  wages  of  fin  : 
But  he  was  innocent  and  holy  to  perfe&ion. 
And  had  he  called  for  twelve  legions  of  angels , 
and  out  of  his  enemies’  hands  afcended  to  heaven 
in  vifible  glory,  it  had  been  a  fufficient  attefta- 
tion  to  the  truths  he  taught,  had  he  only  been 
a  prophet  fent  from  God,  to  republifh  the  law 
of  nature.  But  how  then  fiiould  the  fcriptures 
nave  been  fulfilled ,  which  had  marked  him  out 
for  a  facrifice  of  atonement,  to  make  an  end  of 
fin,  and  bring  in  everlafmg  righteoufnefs.  For 
he  was,  according  to  the  plan  laid  in  heaven. 

C 


2 6  ^4  General  View  of  the  SeQ.  I. 

intimated  in  the  facred  writings,  to  be  wounded 
for  our  tranfgreffions ,  emrf  bruifed  for  our  iniqui¬ 
ties^  the  chajlifement  of  our  peace  was  to  be  upon 
him ?  that  by  his  fripes  we  might  be  healed  :  For 
we  all  like  fieep  had  ggne  afray ,  and  the  Lord 
had  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all .  Ifai.  liii. 
On  this  defign,  the  Son  of  God  became  incar¬ 
nate,  and  for  this  purpofe  he  died  ;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  this,  the  death  of  an  incarnate  God 
had  been  entirely  needlefs.  For  thus  heaven 
has  declared,  If  righteoufnefs  come  by  the  law , 
then  Chrif  is  dead  in  vain . 

Well  therefore  might  the  holy  apoflle  fum  up 
the  whole  of  the  glorious  Gofpel  in  one  word. 
We  pr  each  Christ  crucified  :  For  indeed, 
this  was  in  effefcl  the  whole  of  the  good  and 
glorious  news  they  had  to  proclaim  to  a  guilty 
world.  It  was  long  before  decreed  in  heaven, 
that  he  fhould  die  ;  it  was  the  determinate  coun- 
fel  of  God .  from  the  beginning,  that  through  death 
he  fhould  deftroy  the  devil ,  break  up  his  fcheme, 
and  thoroughly  bruife  his  head.  And  for  this, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  he  left  his  Father’s  bofom. 
For  this  he  became  fief  i  ;  and  for  this  he  enter¬ 
ed  upon  his  publick  miniftry,  characterized  by 
John  the  Baptifl  at  that  jundture,  the  Lamb  of 
God  zohich  taketh  away  the  fin  of  world  ;  the  true 
antitype  of  all  the  Jewiih  facrifices.  For  this 
he  called  the  twelve  from  their  nets,  that  they 
might  be  his  witnelfes  to  all  nations.  For  this 
he  went  up  to  JeYufalem,  knowing  what  Ihould 
befall  him  ;  and  how  am  I flraitened ,  faid  he,  un¬ 
til  it  be  accomplfhed.  For  this  he  went  into  the 
garden*  knowing  that  his  enemies  would  find 
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him  there  ;  and  in  a  view  of  the  abfo|ute  ne~ 
ceflity  of  his  death  for  the  falvation  of  finners9 
he  faid  to  his  Father,  Thy  will  be  done,  and  then 
voluntarily  refigned  himfelf  up  into  his  enemies’ 
hands,  when  he  could  have  {truck  them  dead,  or 
had  twelve  legions  of  angels  to  have  guarded  him 
from  their  malice.  I  lay  down  my  lije  for  the 
fieep.  This  commandment  have  I  received  from 
my  Father.  For  him  did  God  the  Father  fet 
forth  to  be  a  propitiation ,  to  declare  his  righteouf 
nefs ,  that  he  might  be  jujl .  And  for  this  the  Fa¬ 
ther  loved  him ,  becaufe  he  laid  down  his  life  for 
the  fieep .  And  to  teftify  his  love  and  well  pleaf- 
ednefs,  in  the  fight  of  the  whole  intellectual  fyf- 
tern,  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  fet  him  at 
his  own  right  hand  in  heaven,  declared  himfelf 
ready  to  be  reconciled,  and  ordered  repentance 
and  remifiion  of  fins  to  be  preached  to  all  na¬ 
tions  in  his  name.  Nay,  all  power  in  heaven-, 
and  earth  is  committed  into  his  hands,  that  he 
might  reign  until  all  his  enemies  are  put  under 
his  feet,  and  Satan’s  whole  fcheme  completely 
difappointed.  For  as  he  loved  right eoufnefs  and 
hated  iniquity  with  fuch  fervour  as  moved  him 
to  interpofe  and  die  in  this  caufe,  to  difcounte- 
nance  fin,  and  magnify  the  divine  law,  bring 
glory  to  God,  falvation  to  men,  and  fo  deftroy 
the  devil  ;  wherefore  God  hath  anointed  him 
with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  his  fellows.  Heb. 

i.  9.  Given  him  a  name  above  every  name.  Phil. 

ii.  9.  And  decreed,  that  he  fiould  fee  of  the 
travail  of  his  foul ,  and  be  fatisfied.  Ifai.  liii.  11. 
That  is,  fee  as  much  glory  to  God  and  benefit 
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to  the  creature,  refult  from  his  death  on  the 
crofs,  as  his  foul  defires. 

Was  his  love  to  God,  zeal  for  his  glory,  and 
for  the  honour  of  his  government,  and  cornpaf- 
fion  to  loft  finners,  fo  great,  as  to  bring  him 
from  his  father's  bofom,  worfhipped  by  all  the 
heavenly  holt,  to  hang  naked,  tortured,  infulted 
on  the  crofs,  and  there  expire  in  theutmoft  ag¬ 
onies  ?  As  great  glory  to  God,  as  great  honour 
to  his  law,  as  great  falvation  to  loft  finners  fhall 
rciUit  herefrom,  as  to  be  equal  to  his  love  and 
zeal  and  piety,  infinite  as  they  were.  For  he 
Jhall  fee  the  travail  of  his  foul ,  and  be  fatifed . 
He  fiiall  fee  the  fruit  of  his  labours  until  he  fays. 
It  is  enough.  But  what  can  be  enough  in  the 
eyes  of  fuch  an  one  !  What  can  fatisfy  a  heart 
like  his  !  Whofe  regard  to  the  honour  of  God 
and  of  his  law,  and  to  the  welfare  of  loft  finners, 
vas,  lo  infinitely  great  !  Eye  hath  net  feen ,  ear 
natti  net  heard ,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the 
heart  of  man  to  conceive  !  But  in  the  midft  of 
all  this,  we  have  the  higheft  poffible  affurance 
of  his  fincerity  in  faying,  Him  that  cometh  unto 
vie ,  I  will  in  no  wife  cajl  out .  Job.  vi.  37.  For 
thefe  the  Father  gave  hivi ,  they  were  the  Jheep  he 
loved  and  laid  down  his  life  for  ;  the  joy  fet  before, 
him ,  for  whofe  falvation  he  endured  the  crofs  and 
defpifed  the Jhame  ;  thefe  are  his  feed ,  the  trav¬ 
ail  of  his  foul ,  for  whom  he  was  fmitten  of  God , 
and  in  whofe  Head  he  became  ^  curfe ,  to  redeem 
them  from  the  curfe ,  and  that  the  b  l  effing  of  Abra¬ 
ham  7night  come  upon  them. 

Thus  this  is  the  lum  and  fubftance  of  the 
glorious  Gofpel  of  jefus  Chrift.  We  preach 
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Chrijl  crucified.  This  was  the  glorious  and  joy¬ 
ful  news  the  apoflles  proclaimed  to  a  revolted 
guilty  world.  And  if  to  the  Jews  Chrift  crd 
cified  was  a  fumbling  block ,  and  to  the  Greeks 
foohfiinefs  j  yet  to  them  who  were  called,  Chrift 
crucified  was  the  power  of  God ,  and  the  wifdom 
of  God.  But  this  leads  us  to  take  a  view  of 
the  glory  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

SECTION  IL 

A  General  V  iew  of  the  Glory  of  the  Go  svelI- 

The  Gofpel  is  denominated:^  glorious  Gof 
pel  of  fefas  Chrijl  ;  and  its  glory  is  repre¬ 
sented  to  be  divine  glory  .  For  it  is  called  the  glo- 
ry  of  God,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord .  2  Cor.  iii. 
18.  Chap.  iv.  6.  The  law,  as  a  minijlration  oj: 
death  and  condemnation ,  is  faid  to  be  glorious  * 
but  the  Gofpel  exceeds  inglory ,  2  Cor.  iii.  7 — 10, 
becaufe  we  have  in  the  Golpel  a  more  full  and 
bright,  manifeftation  of  the  glory  of  the  divine 
nature.  The  glory  of  both  is  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture,  divine  glory  ;  but  in  the  Gofpel  it  fhines 
with  greater  brightnefs.  Now  the  glory  of  the 
divine  nature  conlifts  in  infinite  wifdom,  holi. 
nefs?  juflice,  goodnefs  and  truth.  Thefe  per- 
fv.fl.io ns  are  the  beauty  of  the  divinity.  But  how 
are  they  manifeited  in  the  Gofpel  ?  It  is  true,  the 
ends  propofed  in  the  Gofpel  are  very  glorious,  to 
bring;  glory  to  God,  falvation  to  men,  and  de- 
itruction  to  Satan’s. caufe':  But  how  are  the  means  > 
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glorious  ?  Chrijl  crucified.  How  are  the  divine 
perfections  manifefted  in  bringing  about  thefe 
ends,  by  the  incarnation  and  death  of  the  Son  of 
God  ?  This  has  been  a  Jlumbling  block  to  the  Jew , 
and  foolijhrtefs  to  the  Greek  ;  and  yetis  affirmed 
to  be  in  an  eminent  and  peculiar  manner  the 
wifdom  of  God.  But  how,  and  wherein  does 
the  wifdom  of  God  appear  in  the  death  of  his 
Son  ?  This  is  the  point  to  which  we  are  now 
carefully  to  attend. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  death  of  Chrift 
was  defigned  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  the  law 
in  our  head.  The  law  had  faid,  Curfed  is  every 
one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law  to  do  them .  But  by  the  deeds 
of  this  law  no  fiefh  can  be  juflified  in  the  fight  of 
God  ;  for  by  it  all  (land  condemned  as  finners. 
Therefore  Chrift  was  made  a  curfe  to  redeem  us 
from  its  curfe  :  Not  becaufe  it  was  a  bad  law  ; 
And  fo  the  fault  in  the  lawgiver  :  But  becaufe 
the  law  was  holy,  jujl  and  good ,  and  mankind 
without  excafe ,  guilty  before  God ,  as  much  to 
blame  as  the  curfe  of  the  law  imported.  He 
was  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  to  declare  God's 
righteoufnefs  ;  and  fo  in  his  death  he  magnified 
the  law  and  made  it  honourable.  Ifai.  xlii.  21. 
But  there  is  no  wifdom  in  doing  honour  to  that, 
which  is  not  worthy  of  honour.  And,  therefore, 

If  the  divine  law  was  not  holy,  juft  and  good, 
and  did  not  in  its  own  nature  deferve  to  be 
magnified  and  made  honourable,  at  fuch  an  infi¬ 
nite  expenfe  as  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God, 
how  was  it  wife  in  God  to  give  his  Son  to  die 
for  this  purpofe  P  And  if  it  was  not  wife,  how 
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was  the  divine  conduft  in  this  affair  in  any  re- 
fpeft  God-like  and  glorious  ?  If  it  was  not  wife, 
it  was  unwife.  It  muff  be  unwife  to  beat  fuch 
infinite  expenfe,  if  the  nature  of  the  cafe  did 
not  call  for  it,  if  the  law  did  not  deferve  fuch 
honour.  And  if  there  was  no  need  of  luch  an 
atonement  in  order  to  our  pardon  and  falvation, 
it  was  no  aft  of  kindnefs  to  us.  We  might  have 
been  faved  as  well  without.  And  if  the  law 
was  in  its  own  nature  too  fevere,  it  could  not 
be  a  holy  or  a  juft  aft,  in  God,  to  requite  fuch 
an  atonement  in  order  to  our  pardon  and  fal¬ 
vation  ;  but  the  contrary. 

It  muft  therefore  .be  laid  down  as  a  ftmda- 
mental  maxim,  that  the  divine  law,  in  its  full  ex¬ 
tent,  and  with  all  its  curfes,  and  that  with  refpeft 
not  only  to  Adam  in  innocency,  but  alfo  to  all 
his  finful  race,  in  whofe  Head  Chrift  has  borne  its 
c^jj-fe,  js  really,  in  ttfelf,  and  in  the  eyes  of  God, 
holy,  juft  and  good,  glorious  and  amiable,  wor¬ 
thy  of  having  its  honour  fecured  by  the  blood 
of  the  Son  of  God.  For  there  can  be  no  glo¬ 
ry  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  if  the  law  be  not  glo¬ 
rious.  Rather,  it  muft  have  been  contrary  to 
all  the  divine  perfections  for  God  to  have  given 
his  Son  to  die,  to  do  honour  to  that,  which  de- 
ferved  no  honour.  And  the  Gofpel, which  brings 
us  the  news,  inftead  of  revealing  the  glory  of  God, 
would  bring  to  light  an  affair  infinitely  and  ev- 
erlaftingly  to  his  diftionour.  For, 

How  muft  it  appear  in  the  eyes  of  all  holy 
beings,  if  the  law  was  good  only  with  refpeft  to 
Adam  before  the  fall,  but  not  with  refpeft  to 
him  or  his  pofterity  fince  ;  that  Chrift  fhould 
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e  made  a  curfe,  to  reedem  not  only  Adam 

ftouid  ^7"  “V  fr0m  ,he  curfe  :  Tl'“  Chrift’ 
nould  die  to  make  atonement,  not  only  for  the 

f dam’  h,'S  firft  fin’  but  tbe  many 

offences  of  Adam,  and  of  his  finful  face  even 
for  every  breach  of  that  law,  which  curfes  eve¬ 
ry  one,  that  continue*  not  in  all  things,  written 
in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them.  If  the  law 
had  not  been,  in  its  full  extent,  holy,  juft  and 
good,  with  refpeft  to  a  fallen  world,,  forely  a 
oeing  of  perfeft  reftitude  and  infinite  goodnefs 
mult  have  difannulled  it,  and  not  fubjeaed  his 
own  s°n  in  our  Head  to  bear 'the  curfo. 

If  indeed  we  are  a  follen,  finful,  guilty  world, 

(and  if  we  are  not,  we  did  not  need  the  Son  of 
God  to  die  in  our  behalf)  it  is  not,  at  all  ftrange,  if 
there  food d  be  many  and  great  prejudices  in 
oup  hearts  againft  the  divine  law,  which  we  have 
broke,  and  by  which  we  Hand  condemned,  blind¬ 
ing  our  minds  to  its  reafonablenefs  and  excel¬ 
lency,  and  tempting  us  to  think  it  far  from  be- 
ing  holy,  juft  and  good.  Nor  is  it  at  all  ftrange, 

“  Sfan’  who  was  banifoed.  from  heaven  by  a 
like  Jaw,  and  is  an  avowed,  enemy  to  God  and 
to  his  government,  ftould  defire  to  ftrencuhen 
our  prejudices  againft  the  divine  law, and  do  d]  in 
his  power  to  blind  our  minds,  left  the  Ifoht  of  the 
glorious  Gofpel  of  Chrift  foould  fofoe  in  our 
hearts^  But  only  let  our  hearts  be  diverted  of 
prejudices,  and  in  a  dilpofition  to  approve  that 
which  is  really  excellent,  and,  we  cannot  fail  to 
diiccrn  the  reafonablenefs  and  beauty  of  the  di¬ 
vine  law.  For, 
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If  God  is  an  abfolutely  perfeft  being  (and  to 
deny  that  he  is,  is  down-right  atheifm)  he  muft 
be  infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  in  himfelf : 
And  therefore  he  muft  be  infinitely  worthy  of  that 
fupreme  love  and  honour  from  all  the  children 
of  men,  which  the  law  requires  :  And  infinite 
worthinefs  lays  a  foundation  for  infinite  obliga¬ 
tion  :  And  infinite  obligation  to  love  and  hon¬ 
our  God  fupremely,  will  render  us  infinitely  to 
blame  if  we  do  not  :  And  infinite  blame  de¬ 
fences  infinite  punifhment  :  Exaftly  as  the  di¬ 
vine  law,  that  perfect  rule  of  right,  has  ftated 
the  cafe.  And  the  more  difinclincd  we  be  to 
love  God,  the  more  aggravated  is  our  guilt  : 
And  if  our  inclination  to  love  God  with  all  our 
hearts  is  what  it  ought  to  be,  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  the  way.  So  that  there  is  no  con¬ 
fident  medium  between  atheifm^  and  an  acknowl¬ 
edgment  that  the  divine  law  is  holy?  juft  and 
good.*  And  further, 

*  If  God  is  not  an  abfolutely  perfeft  being,  in  himfelf  infinitely  glo¬ 
rious  and  amiable,  the  divine  law,  which  requires  us  to  lov£  him  with 
all  our  hearts,  on  pain  of  eternal  death,  can  never  be  made  out  to  be  ho¬ 
ly,  juft  and  good.  And  if  the  law  is  not  holy,  juft  and  good,  the  wif- 
dom  of  God  in  the  death  of  his  Son,  can  -never  be  vindicated,  The 
Gofpel  muft  be  given  up.  He  then  who  denies  the  infinite  amiablencfs 
of  the  Deity,  as  he  is  in  himfelf,  faps  the  whole  fcripture  fcheme  at  the 
foundation.  'He  muft  bean  infidel  ;  or  if  he  pretends  to  believe  Chrif- 
tianity,  he  muft  hold  to  a  fcheme  full  of  inconhftence.  We  have  an  in- 
fiancc  of  this  in  Mr.  Cudworth,  He  denies  the  infinite  amiablenefs  of 
the  Deity,  as  he  is  in  himfelf  ;  and  maintains,  that  there  is  “no  love- 
iincfs  conceiveable”  in  him,  but  what  refults  from  his  being  our  friend, 
“  difpofed  to  make  us  happy.”  When  therefore  we  had  made  him 
our  enemy  by  fin,  he  maintains,  that  there  was  no  lovelincfs  to  be  fcen 
in  him.  Yea,  that  let  our  hearts  be  Over  fo  right,  it  was  “  utterly  im- 
polfible”  to  love  him  ;  even  “  inconfiftent  with  our  original  conftitution 
as  reafonabJe  creatures.”  The  divine  law  furely  then  could  not  in  reafon 
be  obligatory  on  a  fallen  world  :  It  became  a  bad  law,  not  fit  lor  us  to 
be  under,  as  foon  as  ever  we  broke  it  :  Which  to  fay,  he  owns,  is  fub- 
verfivc  of  Chriftianity.  What  then  Ihall  we  lay  ?  To  fay,  that  the  law  is 
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If  this  abfolutely  perfeft,  infinitely  glorious 
eing,  who  is  by  nature  God,  is  the  creator  and 
preferver  of  all  things  ;  if  he  brought  all  things 
out  of  nothing  into  being,  and  holds  up  all  things 
tn  being  every  moment  ;  then  all  things  are  ab- 
folutely  and  entirely  his,  by  an  original,  inde¬ 
pendent  right.  And  if  all  things  are  his,  he  has 
a  natural  right  of  government  over  all.  And 
it  becomes  him  to  take  the  throne  and  be  king 
in  his  own  world.  Supreme  authority  naturally 
belongs  to  him,  exaftly  as  the  divine  law  fuppofes. 

When  therefore  he  takes  the  throne,  afTumes 
the  charader  of  moral  governour,  requires  all 
the  human  race  to  love  the  Lord  their  God  -with 
all  their  hearty  and  with  all  their  foul ,  and  with 
ail.  their  Jlrength ,  and  with  all  their  mindj  on 
pain  of  his  difpleafure,.  to  be  tellified  in  their 
being  eternally  forfaken  of  God  and  given  up 
to  ruin,  he  does  what  perfedly  becomes  him. 

u’  ^  an^  it  requires  of  us,  what  is  “  inconfident 

with  the  onginal  conditution  of  reafonable  creatures,”  is  the  moft  glar- 
ing  Blocking  felf-contradi&ioo,  But  into  this,  Mr.  Cudworth  is  nec- 
clianly  driven,  by  his  denying  God  to  be,  in  himfelf,  an  infinitely 
amiable  being.  Por  if  God  is  not  a  lovely  being  when  we  have  made 
him  our  enemy  by  fin  ;  yea,  if  his  very  difpleafure  againd  us  as  Tinners, 
is  not  a  lovely  thin*-,  he  never  can  be  loved  by  us.  If  to  hate  and  pun- 
llh  fin,  is  in  Godf.n  unamiable  thing,  there  is  no  beauty  at  all  in  his 
character,  as  will  be  proved  in  the  fequcl.  If  Mr.  Cudworth  will  re- 
con  fid  er  his  own  fcheme,  and  with  a  fedate  impartial  mind  look  to  the 
bottom  of  things,  he  will  find  himfelf  obliged  to  alter  his  notion  of 
God,  or  give  up  C  hrillianity.  Aud  if  he  fhould  grant,  that  God  is  in 
himfelf,  infinitely  amiable,  all  his  objc&ions  againd  my  Dialogues,  muft 
drop  of  coutle.  lor,  as  foon  as  the  Tinner’s  eyes  are,  in  regeneration 
opened  to  fee  things  as  they  be,  God  will  appear  to  be  infinitely  amia¬ 
ble.  And  then  every  confcquence  will  follow,  which,  I  Tay,  does  Tol- 
Jow.  He.  was  fenfible  of  this  ;  and  fo  had  no  way  left  but  to  deny 
that  God  is,  in  himfelf,  infinitely  amiable;  in  which  he  has  deflroyed 
the  only  foundation  on  which  a  confident  fcheme  of  religion  can  be 
built,  and  obliged  himfelf  to  run  into  inconfificnce  and  felf. contradic¬ 
tion.  See  Mr.  Cudworth’s  Further  Defence,  p.  221 — 226, 
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His  conduct  is  founded  in  the  higheft  reafon. 
For  he  is  by  nature  God,  and  the  original  Lord 
of  all  things. 

And  had  all  the  human  kind,  in  mutual  love 
and  perfect  harmony  among  themfelves,  (as  ah 
fo  the  divine  law  requires)  joined  with  one  heart 
and  with  one  foul,  in  a  fupreme  love  to  the  fu- 
preme  beauty, andin  an  entire,  cordial,  joyful  fub- 
jediion  to  their  Creator  and  fupreme  Lord,  and  ab- 
folutelyperfedt  Sovereign;  and  continued  univer- 
fally  obedient  to  all  the  diflates  of  his  will,  which 
muflforeverhave  been  infinitely  wife;  they  might, 
as  one  united,  harmonious,  happy  family,  have 
always  dwelt  under  the  fhadow  of  his  wings,  en¬ 
joyed  his  favour,  his  fmilcs,  his  bleffing,  and 
made  eternal  progrefs  in  all  divine  improve¬ 
ments,  rejoicing  ever  before  him,  to  his  honour, 
and  infinitely  to  their  own  advantage.  And  all 
this  was  but  the  very  thing  the  divine  law  was 
in  its  own  nature  calculated  to  bring  them  to  : 
For  the  law  was  ordained  to  life.  Wherefore  the 
law  was  holy ,  jujl  and  good ;  and  a  glorious  expref- 
fion  of  the  holinefs,  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  the 
divine  nature,  the  very  image  of  the  Deity. 
And  therefore  it  was  worthy  to  be  kept  in  hon¬ 
our  by  Cod’s  own  Son.  Befides, 

When  in  the  beo-inning  God  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  in  fix  days,  and  all  things 
that  are  in  heaven  and  in  the  earth,  vifible  and 
invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones  or  dominions, 
or  principalities,  or  powers,  he  then  created  all 
things  for  himfelf,  with  a  view  to  begin  a  moral 
kingdom,  comprehending  all  holy  intelligences, 
and  to  fet  uo  a  moral  government  to  lafl  forev- 

r  *  i,  O 
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cr  and  ever  •  the  welfare  of  which  muff  confift 
in  and  refult  from  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
God,  and  mutual  love  and  harmony  under  his 
perfect  government  :  That  is,  in  fuch  tempers, 
employments  and  enjoyments,  as  the  divine  law 
was  calculated  to  train  them  up  unto.  And  as 
this  holy  kingdom  was  fo  large,  comprehending 
all  holy  intelligences  ;  and  of  fuch  great  dura¬ 
tion,  to  la  ft  for  ever  and  ever  •  its  intereff  and 
welfare  was  ftriaiy  fpeaking,  of  infinite  value. 

was  therefore  of  infinite  importance,  not  on- 
ly  as  to  the  honour  of  God,  but  alfo  as  to  the 
good  of  his  great  and  eternal  kingdom,  that  the 
honour  and  authority  of  that  law  fhould  be 
maintained  inviolate,  which  fecured  the  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  the  God-head,  and  the  in¬ 
finitely  valuable  privileges  of  all  his  fubjefts. 

io  break  this  law,  in  its  native  tendencv, 
was  to  dethrone  God  and  difband  his  empire  •  to 
introduce  univerfal  rebellion,  difcord  and  ruin 
m  God’s  eternal  kingdom.  And  had  the  fir  ft 
rebel  had  fufficient  power  and  influence  on  his 
fide,  he  would  aclually  have  dethroned  God, 
oi  banded  his  empire,  and  introduced  univerfal 
rebellion,  difcord  and  ruin,  into  God’s  eternal 
kingdom.  Yea,  this  is  the  native  tendency  of 
cvciy  fin,  and  the  heart  of  every  finner,  as  I 
have  largely  fhewn  in  another  place.*  There- 
foic  to  crufh  rebellion,  to  brand  fin  with  eter¬ 
nal  infamy,  to  eftablifh  the  divine  authority,  to 
maintain  the  divine  law  in  all  its  honours,  were 
things  of  infinite  importance,  not  only  to  the 


*  Sermon,  on  the  great  evil  of  fin* 
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honour  of  God,  but  alfo  to  the  welfare  of  his 
great  and  eternal  kingdom. 

Therefore,  when  Satan  and  his  adherents  firft 
began  rebellion  in  heaven,  although  dear  to 
God  before  their  fall,  yet  love  to  being  in  gen- 
eral,  love  to  God  and  the  created  fyftem,  love  to 
law,  to  virtue,  to  order  and  harmony,  awakened 
infinite  wrath  in  the  Almighty  againft  the  rebels, 
excommunicated  them  from  the  church  of  the 
firft-born  above,  banifhed  them  from  that  holy 
fociety,  and  doomed  them  to  eternal  darknefs 
and  woe  :  That  fin  might  be  piflured  in  all  its 
infinite  horrors  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  loyal  fub- 
jefts  above,  that  the  infeSion  might  never  fpread 
in  that  world  ;  but  the  honour  of  his  authority, 
law  and  government,  be  more  firmly  eftablifli- 
ed  than  ever,  to  the  glory  of  his  name,  and  to 
the  everlafting  intereft  of  his  great  and  eternal 
kingdom  :  And  all  heaven  had  reafon  to  cry, 
Amen ,  Hallelujah  :  JuJl  and  righteous  are  thy 
ways ,  Lord  God  * Almighty . 

And  if  after  this,  rebellion  breaks  out  in  an¬ 
other  part  of  God’s  dominions,  is  there  lefs,  nay, 
is  there  not  rather  greater  reafon,  that  fin  ihould 
be  equally  difcountenanced  ?  Or  rather,  that 
fome  more  effectual  method  than  ever  fhould 
be  entered  upon  to  eftablilh  the  divine  author¬ 
ity,  and  fecure  the  honour  of  the  divine  gov¬ 
ernment  ?  Or  mull  the  divine  law  now  be  giv¬ 
en  up  in  favour  of  rebel  man,  even  as  the  devil 
made  our  firft  parents  believe  it  would,  when 
he  tempted  them  to  revolt,  faying,  Ye  /hall  not 
furely  die ,  Let  us  flop  and  think  a  moment* 
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what  would  be  the  import  of  giving  up  the  law 
in  this  cafe. 

The  law  fuppofed,  that  God  was  really  by 
nature  God,  an  abfolutely  perfeft,  an  infinitely 
glorious  being,  as  it  required  us  to  confider  and 
treat  him  as  fuch.  Our  revolt  was  a  praflical 
declaration,  that  he  was  not  by  natue  God,  nor 
worthy  to  be  glorified  as  God.  To  give  up 
the  law  in  favour  of  his  rebellious  creature,  muff 
therefore  be  the  fame,  in  effefl:,  as  for  God  to' 
give  up  his  own  divinity,  and  ungod  himfelf,  in 

the  flgnt  of  all  his  dominions,  to  gratify  a  rebef. 
Again, 

The  law  alio  fuppofed,  that  as  God  was  the 
creator,  Lord  and  owner  ol  the  univerfe,  and 
by  nature  God  ;  fo  he  was  pofieffed  of  fupreme 
authority,  an  authority  infinitely  binding,  and 
infinitely^  worthy  to  be  revered.  To  give  up 
the  law  therefore,  was,  in  effeQ,  the  fame,  as  to 
xefign  his  authoiity  in  favour  of  thole,  who  had 
defpifed  it,  give  a  quitclaim  of  the  univerfe,  and 
tolerate  a  general  revolt.  As  if  God  fhould 
fay,  “  The  univerfe  is  not  mine,  nor  have  I  any 
authority  over  it  ;  angels,  men  and  devils  are 
all  at  liberty  :  1  here  is  no  king,  and  fo  every¬ 
one  may  do  what  is  right  in  his  own  eyes.” 
For,  to  hold  his  authority  merely  on  the  foot 
of  the  voluntary  loyalty  of  his  fubjefts  ;  fo  that 
whenever  any  revolt,  they  are  at  liberty,  no  long¬ 
er  obliged  to  obey  ;  to  do  this  only  m  one  in- 
ftance,  is,  in  effea,  to  relinquifh  all  claim  to  au¬ 
thority  over  any,  as  founded  in  his  God-head 
and  Lordfhip  ;  which  is,  in  effeft,  the  fame,  as 
to  quit  his  claim  to  his  own  divinity  and  to  his 
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own  world,  to  gratify  thofe  who  would  gladly 
ungod  him  and  dethrone  him.  In  a  word,  for 
God  to  give  up  the  law,  which  requires  us  to 
love  and  obey  him  with  all  our  hearts,  is  prac¬ 
tically  to  declare  to  his  rebellious  creatures* 
“  Your  difaffe&ion  to  my  charabler,  and  rebel¬ 
lion  againft  my  authority,  is  no  crime  :  For  I 
am  not  worthy  to  be  loved  and  obeyed  with  all 
your  hearts  .:  -For  I  am  not  by  nature  God,  an 
abfolutely  perfeQ,  an  infinitely  glorious  and 
amiable  being,  your  Creator,  fovereign  Lord 
and  King,  as  in  my  law  I  claimed  to  be.”  And* 
To  alter  and  abate  the  law,  and  bring  it 
down  to  the  tafte  and  good-liking  of  an  apoftate 
world,  who  were  enemies  to  God  and  his  gov¬ 
ernment,  enemies  to  the  order  and  harmony  of 
the  univerfe,  muft  be  much  ihe  fame,  as  for 
God  to  give  up  his  law  and  authority  entirely. 
For  he  muft  quit  his  fupremacy,  give  up  the 
rights  and  honours  of  the  God-head,  juftify  their 
revolt,  turn  to  be  on  their  fide,  turn  enemy  to 
God  and  to  his  lav/,  and  employ  his  infinite 
wifdom  and  almighty  power,  to  promote  the 
fchemes  they  have  laid  in  confequence  of  their 
revolt,  fchemes  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  apoftate 
creatures  :  And  thus  they  muft  become  as  God's * 
as  Satan  faid,  and  the  Almighty  become  their 
true  and  faithful  fervant.  For  nothing  fhort  of 
this  would  fuit  an  apoftate  world.  But  this  is 
even  worfe  than  merely  to  quit  his  claim  to  the 
univerfe,  and  refign  his  government  over  it.  As 
it  would  be  bad  for  king  George  to  quit  his 
throne  for  the  pretender,  and  fly  his  country  ; 
but  worfe  to  become  the  pretender’s  fervant^ 
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and  be  obliged  to  employ  all  his  power  to  pro- 
mote  the  pretender’s  intereft. 

And  if  among  God’s  revolted  fubjefts,  any 
of  the  rebels  fhould  imagine  that  what  the  devil 
faid  was  true,  Yejhall  notfurely  die :  If  any  fhould 
perfuade  themfelves,  that  it  never  was  in  God’s 
heart  to  care  at  all  for  his  own  honour,  or  for 
the  honour  of  his  law  and  government,  or  ta 
punifh  any  of  his  creatures,  for  defpifing  the 
Lord  and  defpifing  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  ; 
or  ever  to  inflinQ:  any  pain  upon  any  of  his  fub- 
jedls,  unlefs  merely  for  their  benefit  :  In  a 
word,  if  any  fhould  imagine,  that  it  never  was 
in  God’s  heart  to  regard  or  aim  at  any  thing 
but  fimply  the  good  of  his  creatures,  be  they' 
virtuous  or  vicious  :  And  believing  God  to  be 
thus  altogether  according  to  their  own  hearts, 
they  are  well  pleafed  with  his  chara&er  ;  and 
fo  verily  think,  that  they  are  not  enemies  to 
God,  in  a  flate  of  rebellion,  worthy  of  eternal 
death  :  And  confequently,  that  they  do  not  need 
a  pardon,  much  lefs  an  atonement  of  infinite 
value  to  procure  a  pardon.  All  this  is  fo  far 
from  arguing  an  atonement  to  be  needlefs,  that 
it  rather  ferves  to  difcover  the  abfolute  necef- 
fity  of  one  ;  that  God  might  give  no  occafion 
for  thefe  falfe  and  blafphcmous  notions  of  him 
and  his  government,  univerfally  to  prevail,  in¬ 
finitely  to  the  diflionour  of  God,  and  entirely 
to  the  fubverfion  of  his  authority,  while  he  is 
on  defigns  of  mercy  towards  a  fallen  world. 

It  is  manifelt  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  di¬ 
vine  conduct  from  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
that  he  looked  upon  it,  as  of  the  higheft  impor- 
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tance,  that  the  intellectual  fyftem  fhould  know5 
that  the  Deity  is  infinitely  worthy  of  fupreme 
love  and  univerfal  obedience,  and  that  the  evil 
of  difaffeftion  and  rebellion  againft  the  Divine 
Majefty  is  infinitely  great,  and  worthy  of  an  in¬ 
finite  punifihmeitf  :  As  he  is  in  fa  ft  by  nature 
God,  and  Lord  fupreme.  It  therefore  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  eyes  of  God  a  glorious  aft,  and  infi¬ 
nitely  becoming  the  wife  Father  of  theuniverfe* 
originally  to  fufpend  the  everlafting  welfare  of 
his  new-made,  innocent  creatures,  on  condition 
of  their  fupreme  love  to  the-  Deity,  "to  be  man- 
ifefted  by  a  univerfal  obedience  to  his  will. 
And  he  judged  it  wife  and  righteous  in  him,  as 
moral  governour  of  the  world,  tobanifhthe  firffc 
rebels  from  his  prefence  into  everlafting  deftruc- 
tion.  And  in  his  eyes  it  was  a  moft  glorious 
difplay  of  all  his  perfections,  when  man  had  fall¬ 
en,  not  to  pardon  one  of  all  the  race  without  a 
mediator  of  infinite  dignity,  and  an  atonement 
of  infinite  value  :  Nay,  rather  to  part  with  his 
own  Son  from  his  bofom,  and  deliver  him  up 
to  bear  the  curfe  in  our  Head,  and  fethim  forth 
to  be  a  propitiation  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs, 
and  let  the  whole  fyftem  fee  his  full  refolution 
to  punifti  fin,  and  maintain  the  honour  of  his 
law  and  government.  And  in  this  view,  Chrijl 
crucified  is  the  wifdom  oj  God  :  A  moft  glorious 
means  to  accomplifh  the  moft  glorious  ends. 
And  in  this  primarily  confifts,  the  glory  of  the 
glorious  Gofpel  of  Jefus'  Chrift. 

It  was  a  glorious  difplay  of  theholinefs  of  the 
great  Governour  of  the^world,  to  appoint  his 
vown  Son  to  die  a  facrifice  of  atonement,  as  here- 
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by  his  infinite  regard  to  his  own  honour,  and  in¬ 
finite  hatred  of  fin,  was  fet  in  the  ftrongeft  light.' 

And  it  was  a  glorious  difplay  of  the  divine 
juftice,  as  hereby  it  appeared,  that  he  was  un¬ 
changeably  determined  to  punilh  fin  according 
to  its  defert,  and  execute  the  curfe  of  his  right¬ 
eous  law,  although  his  own  dear  Son,  Handing 
in  the  room  of  a  guilty  world,  was  the  perfon 
to  be  made  a  curfe. 

And  it  was  a  glorious  difplay  of  divine  good- 
nefs  ;  for  if  the  divine  law  was  fo  holy,  juft  and 
good,  fo  exactly  in  the  image  of  the  Deity,  as 
to  be  worthy  of  all  this  honour ;  then,  to  a 
demonftration,  God  was  wholly  right,  and  our 
difaffeftion  and  rebellion  entirely  groundlels, 
yea  infinitely  criminal.  And  therefore  man¬ 
kind  were  not  pitied  as  having  been  too  fevere- 
ly  dealt  with.  And  while  the  death  of  Chrift 
declares  the  juftice  of  the  law,  and  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  God.  in  our  condemnation,  the  gift  of 
Chrift  to  die  in  our  ftead,  appears  to  be  an  a£t 
of  grace,  infinitely  great,  and  abfolutely  free. 

And  while  the  Son  of  God  Hands  clothed  in 
human  nature,  and  voluntarily  appears  as  our 
reprefentative,  to  die  in  our  ftead,  as  ourfecond 
Adam,  God  appears  to  be  a  God  of  truth.  For 
the  criminal  dies  virtually  in  his  furety.  And 
thus  the  law  is  honoured,  fin  difcountenanced, 
the  finner  laved,  grace  glorified,  and  Satan  dif- 
appointed,  all  at  once.  And  thus  all  the  di¬ 
vine  perfeflions  are  difplayed  on  the  crofs  of 
Chrift.  And  thus  the  Gofpelis  a  glorious  Gof- 
pel.  But  all  this,  only  on  fuppofition  the  law 
was  a  glorious  law.  For, 
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Let  it  once  be  fuppofed,  that  the  divine  law, 
which  required  finlels  perfeQion  on  pain  of  eter¬ 
nal  damnation  of  all  mankind,  is  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture  too  fevere,  and  it  will  inevitably  follow, 
(heaven  forbid  the  blafphemy)  that  Chrift,  in 
the  curfe  of  this  law  in  our  dead,  die*.  a 
facrifice  to  tyranny.  And  fo  the  Gofpel,  in- 
flead  of  being  a  glorious  Gofpel,  a  glorious  dis¬ 
play  of  the  wifdom,  holinefs,  juftice  and  good- 
nefs  of  the  divine  nature,  exhibits  to  view,  the 
molt  fhocking  fcene,  that  can  poffibly  be  con¬ 
ceived  of  \  Foolifhnefs  in  the  abftradf. 

But  if  the  law  was  holy,  juft  and  good,  glo¬ 
rious  and  amiable,  and  worthy  to  be  fo  magni¬ 
fied  and  made  honourable  ;  and  if  the  law  be 
thus  viewed  and  confidered  %  at  once  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  Chrift  becomes  the  wifdom  of  God  and 
the  -bower  of  God ,  the  wifeft  and  the  molt  eftec- 
tual  method  to  anfwer  the  moft  glorious  ends. 
An-d  thus  the  crofs  of  Chrift  will  appear  foolijk- 
nefs,  or  wifdom,  according  to  the  light  in  which 
we  view  it.  As  it  is  written,  1  Cor.  i.  23,  24. 
We  preach  Chr  if  crucified,  unto  the  Jews  a  f  um¬ 
bling  block ,  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs  .  but 
unto  them  which  are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greens, 
Chrifi  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God. 

Thus  we  have  taken  a  general  view  of  the 
nature  and  glory  of  the  Goipel  ol  Jelus  Chtift. 
And  the  way  being  thus  prepared,  we  proceed 
to  take  things  into  a  more  particular  confidcra- 
tion  in  the  following  fe&ions. 


'Lhe  Divine  Law 
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SECTION  III. 

The  Divine  Law  holy,  just  and  good,  a 
glorious  Law,  antecedent  to  a  Confideration  of 
the  gift  of  Christ,  and  the  Work  of  Re- 
demption  by  him. . 

|F  the  moral  Aarafter  of  the  Deity,  which 
,  conflfts  in  holmefs,  juftice  and  goodnefs,  is 
glorious  and  amiable  ;  and  if  the  divine  law  is 
after  his  own  image,  a  tranfcript  of  his  nature, 
holy,  juft  and  good,  it  muft  be  glorious  and 
amiable  too  :  And  that  the  divine  law  is  holy, 
juft  and  good,  the  apoftie  Paul  exprefsly  affirms, 
in  the  feventh  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Ro- 
mans,  verfe  12. 

Would  we  know  what  law  the  apoftie  fpeaks 
of  in  that  verfe,  ]et  us  read  through  that  epiftle, 
and  his  epiftle  to  the  Galatians ,  in  which  he  is 
lpeaking  of  the  fame  law  ;  and  we  {hall  find 
thefe  things  faid  of  it.  It  is  that  law  which  the 
Jews  had  written  in  a  book,  and  the  Gentiles 
written  in  their  confciences.  It  revealed  the 
zvratn  of  God  from  heaven  againjl  all  ungodli- 
ne/s  and  unnghteoufnefs  of  men.  By  this  law  is 
the  knowledge  of  Jin.  It  requires  us  to  continue 
m  all  things  m  it  to  do  them.  It  promifes,  that 
the  man  that  doth  the  things  contained  in  it  Jhall 
live.  _  But  curfes  every  one  that  continueth  not  in 
all  things.  And  according  to  it,  loth  Jews  and 
Greeks  are  under  fin  ;  Every  mouth  is  flopped , 
and  the  whole  world  fand  guilty  bejore  God. 
Each  one  without  excufe,  Rom,  i.  18 _ 21. 
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Chap.  ii.  14-  Chap.  iii.  9— 20.  Chap.  vii.  7—1 2. 
Chap.  x.  5.  Gal.  iii.  10—12.  And  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  divine  revelation,  we  learn,  that 
it  requires  us  to  love  God  with  all  oui  heart, 
and  yield  a  perfect  and  perfevering  obedience 
to  his  will,  on  pain  of  eternal  death. 

That  this  law,  with  refpeft  to  mankind  in 
their  prefent  ftate,  is  holy,  juft  and  good,  ante¬ 
cedent  to  a  confideration  of  the  gift  of  Chrm 
and  the  work  of  redemption  by  him,  is  certain 

from  two  miifputable  faBs. 

Firjl  FaB.  That  all  mankind,  in  their  natur¬ 
al  ftate,  are,  by  God,  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth, 
confidered  as  under  it,  and  held  bound  by  it. 
That  this  is  the  cafe,  is  plain  :  For,  we  cannot 
be  guilty  before  God  for  the  breach  of  a  law, 
which  in  his  fight  we  are  not  under  :  But  for 
the  breach  of  this  law,  the  whole  world  (land 
guilty  before  God  :  Therefore  the  whole  world 
?n  the  fight  of  God  are  under  the  law.  Rom* 
iii.  19.  No  man  can  be  entitled  to  life  by 
obeying  a  law  which  he  is  not  under  .  Bul 
whofoever  obeys  this  law  is  exprefsiy  entitled  to 
life  :  Therefore  every  man  is  under  it.  Rom. 
x.  5,  No  man  is  liable  in  the  fight  of  God  to 
the  curie  or  penalty  of  a  law  which  he  is  not 
held  bound  by  :  But  God  declares,  that  every 
chriftlefs  finner  is  a&ually  under  the  curie  o*. 
the  law  :  Therefore  every  chriftlefs  finner  is 
held  bound  by  it.  Gal.  iii.  10.  Joh.  iii.  18—36. 
Thus  the  fafct  is  plain,  that  all  mankind,  in  their 
natural  ftate,  are,  by  Gpd,  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth,  confidered  as  under  it,  and  held  bound 
by  it.  But  from  the  abfolute  perfection  or  the 
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ofV-!lfJiatUre  T  may  be  certain> that  Judge 
‘rA  ie  eart!l  cannot  but  do  right.  It  is  in 

confiftent  with  the  holinefs,  juftice  and  goodnefs 

h  CidT ' ’md  therrfore  4°ffibie 

He  fhoLitd  hold  his  creatures  bound  by  a  law 

unlels  it  were  holy,  juft  and  good.  This  law  is 
therefore  holy,  juft  and  good. 

Sonant'S*3'  i  That  P°d  has  Siven  his  own 
Son,  to  be  made  a  curie,  to  redeem  us  from  the 

curfe  of  this  law.  But  it  had  been  inconfiftent 
with  every  one  of  the  divine  perfeftions  to 
have  given  his  Son  to  be  made  a  curfe,  to  re¬ 
deem  us  from  the  curfe  of  a  law,  which  in  juf- 

rn  CJ°uld  not  have  been  held  bound  by,  if 
Chrifi  had  never  died.  ^ 

Whoever  will  think  of  this,  and  thoroughly 
weigh  it  in  his  mind,  will  feel  himfelf  obliged7 
either  to  acknowledge  the  law  to  be  holy,°juft 

Piffofri  aatCCedent  to  3  confideration  of  the 
g  of  Chrift  ;  or  to  give  up  law  and  Gofnel 

die  to0§d  =  Fr°r  G°,d’S  &ivin§  his  Son  to 
die,  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law  is 

Pri°°f  0,-itS  8oodnef£’  which  could 
b  -V  have  been  given  by  the  Father  or  Son. 

In-  fact  mull  be  denied,  therefore,  or  the  con 
hquence  muft  be  granted.  We  muft  fay,  that 
Wmft  was  not  made  a  curfe  to  redeem  us  from 
the  curfe  of  the  law,  or  we  muft  grant  the  law 
was  good  ;  for  to  fay,  that  God  the  Father  save 
his  Son,  to  be  made  a  curfe,  to  redeem  us  from 
t.ic  curfe  of  a  bad  law,  is  worfe  than  infidelity- 
nay,  worfe  than  downright  atheifm  :  For  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  is  an  almighty  tyrant,  that  would 
put  Ins  creatures  under  an  unrighteous  law,  and 


then  appoint  his  Son  to  bear  its  curfe  in  their 
room*  is  worfe  than  to  believe  there  is  no  God 
at  all.  The  goodnefs  of  the  divine  law  muft 
be  granted,  therefore,  or  we  lhall  find  no  where 
to  flop  on  this  fide  infidelity.  But  I  mean,  at 
prefent,  to  reafon  only  with  thofe  who  grant  the 
fcriptures  to  be  the  word  of  God.  And  to  thefe, 
I  prefume,  the  argument  muft  be  conclufive. 
But, 

I.  If  the  divine  law  is  holy,  juft  and  good, 
antecedent  to  a  confideration  of  the  gift  of 
Chrift  and  work  of  redemption  by  him  ;  th«n 
the  divine  law  is  a  glorious  and  amiable  law, 
antecedent  to  a  confideration  of  the  gift  of 
Chrift,  and  work  of  redemption  by  him.  For, 
if  holinefs,  juftice  and  goodnefs,  are  glorious 
and  amiable  attributes,  as  they  are  in  God,  the 
original  ;  then  they  are  glorious  and  amiable  at¬ 
tributes,  as  they  are  in  the  divine  law,  which  is 
his  image,  and  a  tranfcript  of  his  nature.  If  the 
original  is  lovely,  the  image  is  lovely  alfo.  To 
fay  otherwife,  plainly  implies  a  contradifton. 
Befides,  if  holinefs,  juftice  and  goodnefs,  are 
not  glorious  and  amiable  properties  ;  then  God 
himfelf  is  not  a  glorious  and  amiable  being. 
And  if  God  is  not  a  glorious  and  amiable  be¬ 
ing,  he  ought  not  to  be  viewed  and  loved  as 
fuch.  Which  to  fay,  is  to  overthrow  natural 
and  revealed  religion  both  at  once.  There  is 
no  confident  medium  therefore  between  re¬ 
nouncing  -all  religion,  and  granting  the  divine 
law  to  be  glorious  and  amiable,  antecedent  to  a 
confideration  of  the  gift  of  Chrift,  and  work  of 
redemption  by  him.  But^ 
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II.  If  the  divine  law  is  a  holy,  juft, good  and 
glorious  law,  antecedent  to  a  confideration  of 
the  gift  of  Chrift  ;  then  it  mud  of  neceffity  ap¬ 
pear  fuch,  to  every  one,  whofe  eyes  are  open¬ 
ed,  to  fee  it,  as  it  is.  That  is,  to  every  one, 
that  is  not  fpiritually  blind.  For,  if  it  is,  in 
fa£t,  a  glorious  law,  in  itfelf ;  it  muft  appear  fo 
to  every  one,  who  fees  it,  as  it  is  ;  and  it  mult 
begin  to  appear  fo,  as  foon  as  it  begins  to  be 
feen  as  it  is.  And  he  that  does  not  fo  much  as 
begin  to  fee  the  divine  law  as  it  is,  is  evidently 
altogether  fpiritually  blind.  God  has  not  as 
yet  begun  to  open  his  eyes,  but  the  veil  is  ftill 
all  over  his  heart  ;  and  enmity  to  God,  and  his 

law,  has  full  poffeffion  oi  his  foul.* 

To  fay,  “  That  it  is  impoftible  the  law  fhould 

appear  glorious  to  me,  before  I  believe  myfelf 
delivered  from  its  curie  is  either  to  fay,  that 
the  law,  antecedent  to  a  confideration  of  the 
gift  of  Chrift,  was  not  a  glorious  law  :  Or  elfe, 

•*  Thefe  four  points  muft  be  infilled  on:  i.  That  the  divine  law  is 
holv  iuft  good  and  glorious,  antecedent  to  a  confideration  of  the  g  1  t 
of  Chrift.’  ’2.  That  it  is  feen  by  every  enlightened  foul,  3- 
view  Chi  ill  crucified  is  feen  to  be  the  wifdom  of  God.  4.  1 ^ 

out  this  view,  the  wifdom  of  God  in  the  death  of  his  Son,  cannot  be 
feen.  But  whether  the  glory  of  the  law  is  feen.  « >  order  o  ^  time  be. 
fore  the  glory  of  the  atonement,  need  not  be  inftfted  on..  It  things  aie 
feen  in  theirlrue  nature,  and  in  their  true  arrangement  it  matters  not, 
whether  they  come  into  view  gradually  or  inftantaiieoully.  e)  m  >, 
in  fome  inftanccs,  come  into  view  gradually,  and .very  diftinftly  ;  anc 
n  fome  as  it  were,  inftantaneoufty  and  lefs  diftmaiy.  Some  may  have 
a° greater  degree  of’fpiritual  light  it  firft,  and  others  a  lefs  degree.  Some 
n.ay  have  a  diftinft  remembrance  of  their  views  and  exeicifes,  and  oil - 
•  s  not  It  matters  not  as  to  thefe  things,  if  men  do  hut  know  and 
love  and  obey  the  truth  in  fmeerity,  they  are  Cbrilhans.  But  if  the 
umh  is  hated' and  oppofed,  and  errors  luhftituled  in  its  room  ;  if  th 
dwinc  lawhe  denied  to  be  glorious;  if  it  fills  me  with  hatred  and 
heart  rifing  •  if  my  heart-rilings  are  allayed  merely  m  a  belief  that  i 
lelivefed  from  the  curfe  ;  if  this  belief  is  the  only  ground  of  my 
a  d  <  y,  and  of  ail  my  Religion  ;  I  am  not  a  Chriftian  •  1  am  an 
Umomian  •  an  enemy  to  the  divine  law,  and  to  the  crob  of  Ch»ft. 
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that  a  man  whofe  eyes  are  opened,  cannot  nnf 
ftbly  fee  it  to  be,  what  it  is.  But  if  it  was  not 
a  glorious  law,  antecedent  to  a  conlideration  of 
the  gift  of  Chrift,  it  is  certain  Chrift  never 
would  have  been  given,  to  redeem  us  from  its 
curfe.  And  if  men  do  not  fee  it  to  be,  what  it 
is,  it  is  certain  they  are  blind  :  For  this  is  the 
very  thing  that  is  meant  by  blindnefs  in  this  cafe. 

.  The  truth  is,  thofe  who  view  the  law  as  be- 
tng  glorious,  only  under  the  notion,  they  are 
or  ftiall  be  delivered  from  its  curfe,  are  as  blind 
to  its  real  beauty,  as  the  molt  llupid  finner  in 
the  world.  It  is  juft  as  if  a  man  ihould  pretend 
to  love  a  tyrant,  merely  becaufe  he  is  dead. 
And  although  they  may  be  ravilhed  to  think 
hrift  died  for  them,  yet  the  real  purport  of 
nis  death  never  once  came  into  their  view. 
And  had  the  law,  in  reality,  been  no  otherwife 
than  it  appears  to  them,  Chrift  never  had  died 
to  redeem  any  man  from  its  curfe.  For,  had 
it  not  been  good  and  glorious,  antecedent  to 
his  interpofition,  he  never  wold  have  interpofed. 
For  he  did  not  die,  becaufe  the  law  was  bad,  to 
relcue  us  from  its  unrighteous  curfe,  and  pacify 
our  angry  minds  :  But  he  died,  becaufe  it  was 
good,  to  do  it  honour,  and  anfwer  its  demands 
in  our  Head,  to  the  end  that  God,  confidently 
with  his  honour,  might,  by  his  Holy  Spint,  take 
the  veil  from  our  hearts,  and  bring  us  to  fee 
me  glory  of  his  law,  and  heartily  repent  of  all 
aui  id  d  thoughts  of  God  and  of  his  govern- 
?.ent’ an^  in  this  way  be  forgiven  fimply  on 
-- lrilt  s  account,  and  through  faith  in  his  blood, 
wnd  this  is  that  repentance  towards  God,  and 
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faith  toward  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl ,  which  St. 

“Paul  preached  to  the  world. 

He  who  never  viewed  the  divine  law  as  glo¬ 
rious,  and  worthy  to  be  magnified  and  made 
honourable,  never  once  underftood  the  defign 
of  Chrift’s  mediation,  or  the  purport  of  his 
death,  or  the  nature  of  his  righteoulnefs  and 
atonement,  or  faw  the  glory  of  the  Gofpel,  or 
indeed  truly  knows  any  thing  about  the  way  ot 
falvation  through  his  blood  ;  as  will  be  proved 

in  the  fequel.  . 

Object.  ts  To  view  the  law  as  glorious,  an¬ 
tecedent  to  a  confideration  ol  the  grace  of  the 
Gofpel,  implies,  that  it  appears  a  glorious  thing 
in  God  to  punilh  fin,  according  to  its  deiert, 
with  application  to  myfelf  :  But  this  is  mcon- 
fiftent  with  that  principle  of  felf-prefervation 
originally  implanted  in  human  nature  when  in¬ 
nocent  :  And  fo  in  its  own  nature  is  impoflible  . 
And  therefore  cannot  be  a  duty.  And  therefore 
to  be  blind  to  the  beauty  of  the  divine  law,  thus 
viewed,  cannot  be  of  a  criminal  nature.  Nor  can 
I  be  obliged  to  look  upon  the  law,  as  glorious, 
only  in  confequcnce  of  the  grace  of  the  gofpel. 

Answ.  i.  This  objeftion,  if  there  be  any 
weight  in  it,  is  fubverhve  ot  ah  religion,  natm- 
al  and  revealed,  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  For, 
a  difpofition  to  punifli  fin,  according  to  its  ce- 
fert,  is  an  effential  part  of  that  character  of  God, 
which  is  exhibited  in  law  and  Gofpel,  and  in 
the  whole  of  the  divine  conduB,  from  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  finning  angels  out  of  heaven, 
down  to  the  laft  fentence,  which  will  be  p 
pounced  on  the  wicked  at  the  day  of  judgmen  . 
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And  if,  with  application  to  myfdf,  this  character 
does  not  appear  glorious,  for  the  very  fame 
reafon  it  cannot  appear  glorious  to  me,  with 
application  to  any  other  being,  if  my  heart  is 
as  it  ought  to  be.  For  I  ought  to  love  my 
neighbour  as  myfelf.  And  my  neighbour’s  hap- 
pinefs  is  worth  as  much  as  my  own,  and  his 
eternal  mifery  as  dreadful  a  thing  as  mine  would 
be.  Therefore,  if  it  is  inconfdlent  with  that 
love  I  owe  to  myfelf,  to  view  the  divine  law  as 
glorious,  antecedent  to  a  conlideration  of  the 
grace  of  the  Gofpel,  it  is  alfo  inconfdlent  with 
that  love  I  owe  to  my  neighbour.  The  mo¬ 
ment,  therefore,  the  finning  angels  were  doomed 
to  eternal  mifery,  it  behoved  all  the  angelic,!: 
world,  on  this  hypothefis,  to  revolt.  Nor 
could  any  thing  ever  reconcile  them  to  the  De¬ 
ity,  but  his  delivering  Satan  and  his  aflbciates 
from  the  curfe.  And  the  moment  God  told 
Adam  he  fliould  die,  if  he  finned,  it  behoved 
him  to  look  upon  God  as  an  hateful  being,  for 
makingfuch  an  unmerciful  law.  And  hadhe  been 
of  the  fame  temper  we  are  naturally  of,  it  would 
have  appeared  to  him  impofifible  to  love  that 
chara&er  of  the  Deity,  which  was  exhibited  to 
his  view  in  this  law.  And  unlefs  God  does,  af¬ 
ter  the  day  of  judgment,  reverfe  the  final  fen- 
tence,  Depart  ye  cnrfed  into  everlajling  fire ,  it 
will  behove  angels  and  faints,  who  ought  to  love 
their  neighbours  as  themfelves,  for  ever  to  look 
upon  God,  as  an  hateful  being,  while  they  view 
the  damned,  their  fellow  creatures,  tormented 
by  him  in  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimftone,  forev¬ 
er  and  ever.  If,  therefore^  all  beings  in  the  in- 
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telleftual  fyftem  felt,  as  the  obje£lor  appears  to 
do,  all  would  join  with  him  in  enmity  to  the 
divine  character,  through  heaven,  earth  and  hell. 

To  fay  in  this  cafe,  “  If  I  am  elefted,  re¬ 
deemed,  pardoned  and  finally  made  eternally 
happy,  I  can  love  God,  although  others  are 
damned,  who  deferve  it  no  more  than  I  do,” 
is  to  declare,  u  that  although  I  hate  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Deity,  and  care  not  what  becomes  of 
my  fellow  creatures,  yet,  as  I  love  myfelf,  if  I 
am  happy,  I  am  content.”  Which  is  really  to 
declare  myfelf  deftitute  of  all  godlinefs  and  hu¬ 
manity,  and  under  the  entire  government  of 
felflove.  But, 

2.  The  objeQion  is  founded  on  an  hypothe- 
fis  which  is  contrary  to  plain  faft  ;  viz.  that  it 
is  inconfiftent  with  that  love,  which  created  in¬ 
telligences  owe  to  themfeives,  to  view  it  as  a 
glorious  thing  in  God  to  punifh  fin  according 
to  its  defer t.  For,  i.  It,  in  fa£t,  appeared  a 
glorious  thing  in  God,  to  punifh  fin  according 
to  its  deferU  to  the  angels  that  flood,  that  very 
moment  Satan  was  driven  out  of  heaven  down 
iijto  an  eternal  hell,  and  that  with  application 
to  themfeives.  For  there  was  not  one  of  them, 
but  was  ready  to  fay,  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart,  “  It  is  a  glorious  aft  in  God  to  punifh 
thofc  rebels  as  he  l  as  done.  And  it  would 
have  been  as  glorious  an  aft  in  God  to  have 
punifhed  me  in  like  fort,  had  I  joined  in  their 
rebellion.”  2.  It,  in  faft,  appeared  to  Adam, 
before  the  grace  of  the  golpel  was  revealed, 
that  it  would  be  a  glorious  thing  in  God  to 
punifh  him  according  to  law?  if  he  fhould  fin. 
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For  otherwife  the  chara&er  of  God  exhibited 
to  his  view,  in  the  law  he  was  under,  had  not 
appeared  glorious  in  his  eyes.  3.  It  will,  in 
fa£i,  appear  at  the  day  of  judgment,  a  glorious 
thing  in  God  to  punifh  the  wicked  according  to 
their  defert,  to  all  holy  beings,  and  that  in  per- 
fe£t  confidence  with  the  higheft  exercifes  of  the 
pureft  benevolence,  Befides, 

3.  If  it  is  not  a  glorious  thing  in  God,  to 
punifh  fin  according  to  its  defert,  there  is  no 
glory  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  in  which  fin  was 
punifhed  according  to  its  defert,  in  the  finner’s 
reprefentative,  the  Son  of  God  incarnate.  Nay, 

4.  If  the  law  does  not  appear  glorious,  ante¬ 
cedent  to  a  consideration  of  the  grace  of  the 
Gofpel,  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel  cannot  be  feen* 
For  the  relief  granted  to  us  in  the  Gofpel  is  of 
grace,  of  mere  pure  grace,  Amply  on  this  ground, 
that  the  divine  law  is  holy,  juft  and  good,  a 
glorious  law,  in  itfelf.  For  had  it  not  been 
fiich,  God  had  been  obliged  in  juftice  to  have 
granted  us  feme  relief.  Befides, 

5.  Let  a  man,  blind  to  the  glory  of  the  law, 
be  ever  fo  fully  affined  in  his  own  mind,  that 
he  is  delivered  from  the  curfe,  although  it  may 
allay  his  heart-rifings,  becaufe  he  is  fafe  himfelf, 
and  becaufe  he  cares  little  what  becomes  of 
others  ;  yet  it  has  in  its  own  nature,  not  the 
lea  ft  tendency  to  reconcile  him  to  the  divine 
law,  or  to  the  divine  charafler  therein  exhibit¬ 
ed.  If  God’s  pardoning  my  fins  were  the 
grounds  of  the  law’s  loveline fs,  then  a  belief  of 
pardon  might  convince  me  of  the  lovelinefs  of 
the  law.  But  the  law  is  as  lovely  if  I  am  pun- 
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ifhed,  as  if  I  am  pardoned  ;  for  it  is,  what  it  isc 
And  granting  pardon  cannot  render  a  bad  law, 
good  ;  belief  of  pardon,  therefore,  only  pacifies 
the  angry  mind  of  a  guilty  finner,  but  has  no 
tendency  to  convince  him  that  the  law  is  in  it- 
felf  good  ;  witnefs  the  Pharifees  in  our  Saviour’s 
day,  who,  notwithftanding  their  afliirance  of 
heaven,  were  mod'  inveterate  enemies  to  the 
divine  charaQer  exhibited  in  the  law,  which 
charafter  was  exemplified  in  the  life  of  Chrift. 
They  have  both  feen  and  hated  both  me  and  my  Fa¬ 
ther .  Job.  xv.  24.  Witnefs  alfo  all  open  profeffed 
antinomians,  of  the  devouteft  fort,  who  profefs 
the  highelt  affurance  of  the  love  of  God,  and  at 
the  fame  time  appear  the  raoft  avowed  enemies 
to  the  divine  law.  Nay,  an  affurance  of  pardon 
in  this  cafe,  always  confirms  the  native  enmity 
of  the  heart  to  the  divine  law,  as  is  plain  from 
this  :  Let  one  of  thefe  people  be  •  convinced, 
they  are  in  an  unpardoned  ftate,  and  be  awak¬ 
ened  to  fome  fenfe  of  the  dreadfulnefs  of  eter¬ 
nal  damnation  ;  and  their  difpofition  to  mur¬ 
mur  and  blafphetne,  will  be  great  in  proportion 
to  the  greatnels  of  their  former  confidence. 

'  Thus  the  Ifraelites,  who,  after  the  giving  of  the 
law,  let  ting  up  the  tabernacle,  and  approaching 
to  the  borders  of  the  promifed  land,  had  their 
confidence  of  arriving  there  raifed  to  its  greateft 
height,  now  were  prepared  on  their  difappoint- 
ment,when  thefpies  returned, to  feelworfe  toward 
God  than  ever  they  had  done  before.  Befides, 
6.  If  inftead  of  its  being  owing  to  the  badnefs 
of  our  hearts,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  things,  im- 
poffiblc  that  the  law  fhould  appear  glorious, 
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and  the  divine  chara&er  therein  exhibited,  an¬ 
tecedent  to  a  confideration  of  the  grace  of  the 
Gofpel,  then,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  words  of 
the  apoftle,  the  gentiles*  who  never  heard  of 
the  Gofpel,  arc  not.  without  excuje ,  in  their 
want  of  conformity  to  the  divine  law,  in  their 
ungodlinefs ,  in  their  not  glorifying  God  as  God . 
Rom.  i.  18—21.  For  they  have  a  very  good 
plea  to  make  for  themfelves  ;  an  excufe  that 
will  fully  juftify  therm  For,  as  the  objedtor 
rightly  fuppofes,  that  kind  of  impoffibility,  which 
is  owing  to  nothing  bad  in  us,  takes  away  all 
blame.  Therefore,  every  mouth  is  not  flopped , 
neither*  doth  the  whole,  world  ftnnd  guilty  before 
God ,  as  to  this  particular.  And  thereupon  St. 
Paul’s  Gofpel,  which  is  built  on  this  foundation, 
is  overthrown,  if  this  objeQion  is  allowed  to  be 
of;  weight.  And  what  is  here  faid  of  the  gen¬ 
tiles,  may  be  equally  faid  of  every  impenitent 
firmer,  who  as  yet  knows  not  that  he  fhall  be 
ever  the  better  for  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel,  in 
the  world  to  come. .  According  to  the  objec¬ 
tion,  it  is  impoffible,  and  therefore  it  is  not  the 
duty  of  fuch  to  love  God ;  and  their  not  loving 
him  is,  no  crime  ;  and  fo  Ghrift  did  not  die  to 
make  atonement  in  this  cafe,  nor  , are  we  to  re¬ 
pent,  or  to  afk  God  to  forgive  us.  All  this 
will  follow,  if  it  be  no  crime  for  a  finner  not  to 
love  God  and  his  law,  while  as  yet  he  knows 
not  but  that  he  {hall  perilh  forever.*  And, 

*  To  avoid  thefe  confequences,  a  late  author,  who  affirms,  that  the 
divine  law  requires  what  is.  “  utterly  impoffible.”  Yea,  what  implies 
<{  love  to  our  own  eternal  deftru&ion,”  and  fo  is  “  inconfiftent  with 
ou.r  duty,  contrary  to  on  “  original  eonftitution,  and  to  the  law  of 
God,”  Yet  at  the  fame  timCj  maintains  that  this  very  law  is  u  holy. 
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7.  If  we  are  juftifiable  in  our  native  diflikc 
to  God’s  law,  if  we  are  not  to  blame  for  be¬ 
ing  enemies  to  the  divine  charaaer  therein 
exhibited,  then  to  be  reconciled  to  this  char- 
after  of  God,  is  no  man’s  duty,  and  fo  is  no 
part  of  religion.  A  man  may  be  a  good  man, 
and  yet  an  enemy  to  that  charaaer  of  God, 
which  is  exhibited  in  the  law.  Yea,  perfeftly 
holy,  while  he  perfeftly  hates  it..  And  fo  re¬ 
generation  becomes  a  needlefs  thing;  For 

o  ^  o 

there  is  no  need  of  a  new,  divine,  fpiritual  prin¬ 
ciple  to  be  begotten  in  us,  to  enable  11s  to  love 
God  {imply  under  the  notion  of  a  benefaftor. 
For  it  was  our  Saviours  maxim,  that  Jinncrs 

juft  and  good,”  binding  on  all  mankind.  By  holy,  juft  and  good,  he 
feems  to  mean  precifely  the  fame  thing,  that  other  people  do  by  unholy, 
unjuft  and  cruel  ;  and  accordingly  he  affirms,  that  no  lovelinefs  con¬ 
ceivable,”  can  be  difcerned  in  that  character  of  the  Deity,  which  is  ex¬ 
hibited  in  his  law,  and  that  it  is  w  utterly  impoffible”  to  love  it.  How¬ 
ever,  lie  alfo  affirms,  that  all  mankind  u  ought  to  love  it,  and  are  lelf- 
condemned  if  they  do  not.”  And  that  although  it  is  not  owing  to  the 
badnefs  of  our  hearts  that  we  do  not  ;  yea,  although,  it  is  in  its  own 
nature  “  utterly  impoffible,  inconfrftent  with  our  duty  of  felf-prcferva- 
tion  and  love  to  ourfelvcs,”  and  fo  in  its  own  nature,  <c  contrary  to 
our  original  conftitution,  and  to  the  law  of  God.”  A  remarkable 
feheme  of  religion,  this  !  Query,  Can  there  be  any  fin,  or  can  we  be 
felf*  condemned,  in  not  loving  a  character,  which  has  no  lovelinefs  in  it? 
Can  thatlaw  be  holy,  juft  and  good,  which  requires  us,  on  pain  of  eter¬ 
nal  damnation,  to  do  that  which  is  in  itfelf  finful,  “  contrary  to  the 
law  of  God  ?”  Yea,  rather,  is  not  that  a  wicked  law,  which  requires 
us  to  do  a  wicked  thing,  to  do  what  is  {<  contrary  to  the  law  of  God  ?”' 
Is  not  that  a  tyrannical  law,  which  requires  us  to  do  that  which  is  im- 
poffiblc,  not  through  the  badnefs  of  our  hearts,  but  tC  utterly  impoJFi- 
ble. ”  let  our  hearts  be  ever  fo  good,  “  contrary  to  the  original  conlti- 
tufion  of  reafonable  creatures?”  Would  not  the  holy  One  of  Head 
have  been  obliged,  in  honour  to  himfelf,  to  have  laid  alide  inch  an  nn. 
reafonable,  {inful,  wicked,  tyranical  law,  had  there  never  been  a  Medi¬ 
ator  ?  Would  it  not  be  inconfiftent  with  every  perfection  of  the  divine 
nature,  to  give  his  Son,  to  become  incarnate,  by  his  life  ar.d  death,  to 
fhc-w  the  greateft  refpeCt  and  do  t lie  greateft  honour  to  Inch  a  law  ? 
Does  not  antinomianifm  lead  direCtly  to  infidelity  ?  See  Mr.  Cud- 
worth’s  further  defence  of  Theron  aud  Afpafio,  p.  221, .22?,  223,  '22a, 
225,. 226,  227.. 
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love  thofe  that  love  them.  If  the  divine  charac¬ 
ter,  as  exhibited  in  the  divine  law,  is  not  to  be 
loved,  there  is  nothing  in  revealed  religion  but 
what  we  can  love,  without  any  other  principles 
than  thofe  which  are  natural  to  us.  We,  there¬ 
fore,  on  this  hypothefis,  are  not  fallen  creatures, 
nor  do  we  need  to  be  born  again.  All  we 
need,  is  a  revelation  that  God  loves  us,  and 
will  make  us  for  ever  happy.  The  Redeemer 
and  the  SanQifier,  may  both  be  left  out  of  the 
account.  So  bad  a  law  deferves  no  honour  ; 
and  let  that  be  fet  afide,  and  God  love  us,  and 
we  fhall  naturally  love  him,  without  any  fpecial 
influence  from  above.  And  thus  the  whole 
Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  overthrown. 

Rut  it  is  a  plain  cafe,  that  it  was  not  original¬ 
ly  the  duty  of  finite  intelligences  to  love  them- 
felves  in  fuch  fort,  as  to  look  upon  it  an  unarni- 
able  thing  in  God,  to  punifh  them  according  to 
their  crimes,  in  cafe  of  their  revolt.  This  would 
fuppofe,  that  it  was  originally  their  duty  to  be 
enemies  to  God’s  government.  This  kind  of 
felf-love  is  peculiar  to  apofiate  creatures  ;  and 
inflead  of  being  a  duty,  is  of  the  nature  of  fin. 
Inftead  of  being  innocent,  it  is  pregnant  with 
enmity  againfi  God's  true  and  real  character. 
It  ought  therefore  to  be  called  by  the  proper 
name,  which  God  has  given  it,  a  carnal  mind  ; 
not  the  leaft  tinfture  of  which  belonged  to  the 
original  conftitution  of  .an  innocent  creature. 
For  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againfi  God ,  is  not 
fubjett  to  his  law ,  neither  indeed  can  be.  Or,  if 
we  would  give  it  another  name,  we  may  call  it 
pride.  For  what  is  if  but  pride;  for  a  finner  to 
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think  himfelf  fo  good,  and  of  fuch  vaft  import¬ 
ance,  that  God  mull  forfeit  his  character,  and 
ceaie  to  be  lovely,  if  he  only  punifhes  him  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  defert  ?  Would  knot  be  account¬ 
ed  pride  in  a  murderer,  to  think  the  chief  Judge 
mud  lofe  his  own  charafter,  if  he  pronounces 
the  fentence  of  death  upon  him  ?  That  is,  if  he 
does,  what,  in  the  eyes  of  every  impartial  man, 
it  becomes  him  to  do  ?  And  would  it  not  be  a 
full  proof  of  a  proud,  haughty,  impenitent, 
inimical  fpirit,in  a  traitor  on  the  gallows,  if  when 
urged  to  fay,  44  God  fave  the  king  he  fhould 
reply,  44  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  wifh  the  king 
profperity,  fo  long  as  I  am  doomed  to  die  ?’* 
When  in  reafon  he  ought  to  take  the  blame  of 
his  ruin  wholly  to  himfelf.  Nor  has  he  any 
ground  to  diflike  his  king  and  country,  or  be 
the  lefs  benevolent  toward  them,  becaufe  he  is 
punifhed  according  to  his  defert.  Rather  he 
ought  to  go  out  of  the  world  ;  faying,  44  Let  all 
his  lubjefls  love  and  obey  their  molt  gracious 
fovereign,  although  I  receive  my  juft  defert, 
and  am  hanged  for  my  treafon.”  For  his  king 
is  as  worthy  of  the  univerfal  love  and  obedience 
of  his  fubjefts,  as  if  he  had  never  been  fo  wick¬ 
ed  as  to  bring:  himfelf  to  fuch  a  miferable  end* 
And  nothing  but  a  criminal  ftate  of  mind  can 
prevent  its  appearing  fo  to  him.  And  if  God’s 
Jaw  is  holy,  juft  and  good,  the  application  is  ea- 
fy.  But  to  all  this,  I  may  add,  what  would  alone 
of  itfelf  have  been  a  full  anfwer  to  the  objeflion, 
that  St.  Paul  does  the  fuppofed  impoffible  deed, 
viz.  pronounces  the  law,  in  contradiftin&ion 
from  the  Goipel?  even  as  a  minijlration  of  death 
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and  condemnation,  to  be  glorious.  2  Cor.  ii.  7 — 9. 
But  to  proceed, 

HI.  If  the  divine  law  was  holy,  juft  and  good, 
a  glorious  law,  antecedent  to  a  confideration  of 
the  gift  of  Chrift,  then  this  apoftate  world  might 
juftly  have  been  held  bound  by  it  forever,  and 
no  relief  provided.  God  was  no  more  obliged, 
in  point  of  juftice,  to  provide  relief  for  fallen 
man,  than  for  fallen  angels.  In  this  refpeft  we 
ftood  on  a  par  with  them.  Our  revolt  did  not 
render  God  lefs  amiable  in  liimfelf,  or  lefs  wor¬ 
thy  of  our  obedience,  nor  in  the  leaft  free  us  from 
our  original  natural  obligations  to  love  him  with 
all  our  hearts,  and  yield  a  perfect  obedience  to 
his  will.  If  our  inclination  to  love  and  obey 
God  ceafed,  yet  as  his  worthinefs  of  our  love 
and  obedience  remained,  our  obligations  were 
in  full  force,  and  the  law  was  as  reafonablc  and 
equitable  after  our  fall  as  before.  And  fo  he 
was  abfoluteiy  at  liberty,  in  point  of  juftice,  to 
have  held  us  bound  by  law,  and  never  have 
provided  any  relief  for  any  of  the  human  race.* 
And,  < 

*  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  there  is  no  lovelinefs  in  the  divine  nature, 
but  what  refults  from  his  being  my  friend,  then  I  cannot  be  obliged  to 
Jove  God,  unlefs  he  is  my  friend  ;  for  1  cannot  be  obliged  to  love  a  be¬ 
ing  who  has  no  lovelinefs  in  his  nature.  If  there,  is  no  lovelinefs  in  God, 
it  is  no  fin,  but  rather  a  duty  to  think  there  is  none,  and  feel  accord¬ 
ingly.  And  fo,  if  mankind,  by  the  fall,  loft  the  favour  and  fricndlhip 
of  God,  and  fell  under  his  wrath,  then,  on  this  hypothecs,  their  obliga¬ 
tion  to  love  him  ceafed.  It  was  no  duty  for  any  child  of  Adam,  to 
love  God  :  No  fin  not  to  love  him.  And  if  no  fin,  then  no  repentance, 
no  atonement,  no  pardon  was  needed  in  the  cafe.  The  divine  law 
ceafed  to  be  obligatory  the  moment  the  favour  of  God  was  loft  by  the 
fall.  And  fo  no  Child  of  Adam  could  be  confidercd  as  being  under  it. 
It  had  been  inconfiftent  with  the  divine  perfections  in  God,  to  have 
held  mankind  bound  by  it  :  He  was  obliged,  in  juftice,  if  he  brought 
us  into  being,  to  provide  fome  relief  for  us.  Yea,  God  was  obliged  in 
juftice  to  forgive  us,  and  become  our  friend,  or  not  to  require  our  love. 
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If  this  is  the  very  truth  of  the  cafe,  it  will 
follow,  that  is  was  at  God’s  fovereign  election, 
to  determine,  whether  to  grant  any  relief,  or 
not  :  And  what  relief  to  grant  ;  and  when, 
and  to  whom.  To  give  his  Son  to  die,  with  a 
view  to  fave  all  mankind,  or  only  a  part  :  To 
fend  the  news  of  the  Gofpel  to  all  nations,  or 
only  to  fome  :  To  give  every  child  of  Adam, 
born  in  a  Chriftian  land,  opportunity  by  living, 
to  hear  the  glad  tidings,  or  only  to  grant  this 
to  fome,  while  others  die  in  infancy,  and  never 
hear.  Thofe  who  die  in  infancy,  may  as  juftly 
be  held  under  law  in  the  next  world,  as  thofe 
that  live  may  in  this.  God  is  under  no  more 
obligations  to  fave  thofe  that  die,  than  he  is  to 
fave  thofe  that  live.  To  grant  the  regenerating 
influences  of  his  Spirit  to  them,  than  he  is  to 
thefe.  As  to  thofe  who  live  and  hear  the  Gof¬ 
pel  once,  God  is  not  obliged  to  fend  them  the 
news  the  fecondtimc,  or  to  wait  a  moment  long¬ 
er  after  the  firft  refufal ;  and  if  mankind  are  dif- 
inclined  to  hearken  to  the  Gofpel,  God  is  at 
liberty  to  determine  what  pains  to  take  with 
them,  whether  much,  or  little,  or  none  :  Wheth- 

For  it  would  not  be  juft  and  right  to  require  us  to  love  him,  if  there  is 
no  lovclinefs  in  his  nature.  And  on  this  hypothefis,  there  is  no  loveli- 
nefs  in  his  nature,  until  he  forgives  us,  and  becomes  our  friend.  And 
as  fooa  as  God  forgives  us,  and  becomes  our  friend,  we  fhall  naturally 
love  him,  and  fo  we  {hail  not  need  to  be  born  of  the  fpirit\  for  that  which 
is  born  of  the  jlcjh  may  love  a  friend  and  benefafclor  :  For  fnners  love  thofe 
that  love  them.  And  fo,  on  this  feherne,  the  Redeemer  and  the  San&ifier 
aie  needlefs.  And  fo,  if  this  icheme  is  true,  Chriftianity  is  overthrown. 
It  concerns  Mr.  Cudworth,  to  give  a  better  anfwer  to  this  reafoning, 
than  yet  he  has  done.  To  fay,  that  the  divine  law  requires  us  to  do, 
what  is  u  contrary  to  the  la  w  of  God.”  and  yet  is  (i  holy,  juft  and 
good,”  is  to  folve  the  difficulty  by  an  exprefs  felf-contradidlion.  To 
lay,  that  God  is  in  himfelf  infinitely  lovely,  is  to  give  up  his  whole 
fcheme.  But  he  muft  own  this,  or  give  up  the  Gofpel.  Furlher  De¬ 
fence.  p.  221.  Sc c. 
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er  to  ufe  external  means  only,  or  to  grant  the 
internal  influences  of  his  Spirit:  Whether  to 
ftrive  with  them  a  longer  or  fhorter  time,  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree,  in  a  common  or  fpecial 
manner.  He  may  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will 
have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will  he  may  harden , 
i.  e.  leave  to  their  own  hearts,  under  fuch  ex- 
ternal  circumftances,  as  he  certainly  knows 
will  have  this  ifliie.  And  if  any  proud  conceit¬ 
ed  rebel  thinks  himfelf  hardly  dealt  with,  and 
is  ready  in  a  rage  to  rife  againft  God  and  againft 
his  law  with  loud  complaints,  God  is  at  full  lib¬ 
erty,  as  the  blame  is  wholly  on  the  rebel’s  fide 
to  treat  him  accordingly,  and  in  righteous  judg-’ 
ment  give  him  up  to  the  deceits  of  his  own 
heart,  and  to  the  delufions  of  Satan,  to  be  led 
captive  by  him  at  his  will,  into  open  infidelity, 
or  into  delufive  hopes  and  joys,  that  he  might 
believe  a  lie,  and 'finally  he  damned.  2  Thef.  ii. 

*?’  Ill5r12;  And  thus’  if  the  ,aw  is  good,  the* 
whole  of  the  divine  conduct  toward  mankind, 

10  ^k^and,S  For  in  no  part  of  his 

condua  is  there  the  leaft  apearance  of  illegal 

»  fi  >  objefted  even  by  his 

worlt  enemies.  And  if  his  law  is  good,*  his 

w  iole  conduct,  therefore,  flands  completely  juf. 
tihed.  And,  -  1  J 

If  any  fay,  that  the  law'  was  not  good,  that 
God  could  not  juftly  have  held  mankind  bound 

Zn  Ut  ,YaS  °bilS.ed  to  Provide  fome  relief; 
then  .twill  inevitably  follow,  that  that  book. 

wnich  affirms  the  divine  law  to  be' holy,  juft  and 

500c  ,  and  attributes  the  relief  provided  wholly 

•o  ice  grace,  cannot  be  from  God  ;  becaufeits 
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fundamental  maxims  are  falfe.  So  that,  of  ne~ 
ceflity,  we  mull  grant  the  law  to  be  good,  with 
all  its  native  confequences,  or  be  infidels.  And 
he  who  from  the  heart  does  not  the  one,  is  in 

faft,  the  other,  in  the  fight  of  God. 

If  God  was  obliged  in  juftice  to  provide  all 
needful  relief,  then  all  the  relief  he  has  provid¬ 
ed,  which  is  no  more  than  was  really  needed, 
is  an  aft  of  juftice.  And  if  it  is  an  aft  of  jus¬ 
tice,  it  is  not  an  aft  of  grace  :  And  to,  on  this 
hypothefis,  there  is  in  the  Gofpel  abfolutely  no 

grace  at  all.  Or, 

If  God  was  obliged  in  juftice  to  provide,  at 
leaft,  fome  relief ;  then  the  relief  provided  in 
the  Gofpel  is,  at  leaft,  partly  an  aft  of  juftice. 
And  if  partly  an  aft  of  juftice,  not  wholly  an 
aft  of  grace.  On  either  hypothefis,  the  Gofpel 
cannot  be  true,  which  every  where  claims  to  be 
wholly  of  free  grace. 

For  the  Son  of  God  to  become  incarnate, 
and  die  to  get  juftice  done  us,  as  though  his 
Father  was  a  tyrant,  is  inconfiftent  with  every 
perfection  of  the  Deity.  To  entertain  fuch  a 

notion,  is,  at  leaft,  as  Sreat  a  “  *= 

holv  One  of  Ifrael,  as  atheifm  nfelf.  lay, 

that  God  is  unrighteous,  is  as  impious i  as  to 
l'ay,  there  is  no  God.  And  a  fyftem  of  relig¬ 
ious  affeftions,  arifing  from  fuch  views,  mu 
be,  in  an  eminent  degree,  an  abomination  to  the 

IV  If  the  divine  law  is  holy,  juft  and  good, 
a  glorious  law,  the  law  which  all  njank'nd  are 
naturally  under  ;  then  the  degree  of  on  hnful 
depravity,  and  the  degree  of  our  blam.-woril 
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nefs  is  to  be  determined  by  this  rule  :  And  any 
other  judgment  of  ourfelves  we  come  into,  not 
agreeable  to  this  ftandard,  is  not  according  to 
truth.  So  near  as  we  approach  to  love  God 
with  all  our  hearts,  and  our  neighbour  as  our¬ 
felves,  and  to  a  conduCt  exaCtly  anfwerable,  fc 
near  we  approach  to  the  rule  of  our  duty.  But 
fo  far  as  we  are  deftituteof  that  lively,  high  and 
ravifhing  fenfe  of  the  divine  glories,  which  is 
productive  of  perfeCt  loye  and  a  perfeCt  obedi¬ 
ence,  fo  far  are  we  from  what  we  ought  to  be  : 
And  fo  far  as  we  are  deliitute  of  that  love  to 
our  neighbour,  which  will  effectually  excite  us* 
in  thought,  word  and  deed,  to  conduct  toward 
him,  as  we  would  that  he  fhould  do  towards  us ; 
fo  far  we  are  from  the  rule.  And  we  are  to 
blame  for  every  defeft,  in  a  degree  equal  to  the  - 
greatnefs  of  the  legal  penalty  ;  that  is,  for  every 
defect-  we  are  fo  much  to  blame  as  to  merit  eter¬ 
nal  mifery.  And  fo  far  as  our  judgment  of  cur 
moral  character  is  regulated  by  this  rule,  fo  far 
our  opinion  of  ourfelves  is  according  to  truth. 
This  is  to  think  foberly  of  ourfelves ,  and  as  zve 
ought  to  think .  To  think  better  of  ourfelves  is 
pride.  And  the  degree  of  our  pride  and  greund- 
lefs  felf-conceit,  is  therefore  juft  equal  to  our 
diftance  from  this  view  of  ourfelves,  and  to  our 
diftance  from  an  anfwerable  frame  of  heart  to¬ 
ward  ourfelves,  in  the  fight  of  God.  Juft  fo 
far  as  we  are  difpofed  to  think  the  law  too  fe- 
vere,  juft  fo  far  are  we  difpofed  to  juftify  our¬ 
felves  and  condemn  God  ;  and  juft  fo  far  are 
we  felf-righteous,  in  the  worft  fenfe  of  the  word. 
On  the  other  hand?  fo  far  as  the  law  aClually 
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appears  to  our  hearts  to  he  holy,  juft,  good  and 
glorious,  fo  far  we  aQually  juftify  God,  and  take 
ail  the  blame  to  ourfelves,  and  loath  and  abhor 
ourfelves  in  his  fight.  And  juft  fo  far,  and  no 
farther,  are  we  free  from  what,  the  fcripture 
means  by  a  felf-righteous  fpirit.  Juft  fo  far  as 
God  and  his  law  rife  in  their  glory  in  our  view, 
and  to  our  fenfe  and  feeling,  juft  fo  far  our 
character  finks,  and  is  rendered  odious,  abom¬ 
inable,  ill  defcrving,  hell  deferving,  in  our  eyes. 
And  juft  fo  far  our  need  of  Chrift  and  free  grace 
comes  into  view.  For  the  moft  exalted  virtue 
of  the  higheft  faint,  weighed  in  the  balance  of 
the  divine  law,  and  compared  with  the  demerit 
of  the  lead  fin,  is  lighter  than  the  lead  atom  of 
matter,  compared  with  the  whole  material  fyf- 
tcm.  But  of  this  more  hereafter. 

Thofe  who,  in  the  inmoft  recefs  of  their  hearts, 
never  as  yet  viewed  the  divine  law,  as  in  itfelf, 
holy,  juft,  good  and  glorious,  are  to  this  day  un¬ 
der  the  full  power  of  a  felf-righteous  fpirit,  and 
under  the  reigning  dominion  of  a  fpirit  of  en¬ 
mity  againft  God,  and  againft  the  glorious  Gof- 
pel  of  his  Son.  And  the  more  religious  and 
devout  they  are  in  their  own  opinion,  juft  fo 
much  worfe  they  be  ;  as  all  their  religion  and 
devotion  only  feeds  and  confirms  thepride  of  their 
hearts.  For  the  whole  of  their  good  opinion  of 
themfelves,  as  religious  men,  is  nothing  but  pride 
and  groundlefs  felf-conceit  in  the  fight  of  God  ; 
who  confidersthem, in  themidftoftheir  higheft  rap¬ 
tures, as  being  what  they  are,  and  asdeferving  what 
they  do,  compared  with  his  holy  law,  that  perfefl: 
rule  of  right.  Which  perfect  rule  of  right  they 
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are  fo  far  from  any  degree  of  conformity  to, 
that,  as  yet,  in  their  inmoft  foul,  they  never 
once  thought  it  to  be  good.  And, 

V.  If  the  divine  law  is  holy,  juft,  good  and 
glorious,  true  repentance  for  fin  cannot  begin' 
to  take  place  in  the  hearts  of  finners  (nor  for  the 
fame  reafon  can  they  yield  any  fincere  obedience 
to  it)  until  it  begin  to  appear  to  be  fuch.  Sin¬ 
cere  obedience  to  a  law  we  fincerely  hate,  is  a 
glaring  inconfiftence;  And  fincere  repentance* 
when  we  do  not  feel  ourfelves  to  blame,  is  an 
exprefs  contradiction.  But  until  the  lav/ begins 
to  appear  holy,  juft,  good  and  glorious,  finners 
cannot  begin  to  fee  that  that  blame  lies  on  them, 
which  the  Gofpel  calls  them  to  acknowledge* 
and  to  humble  themfeives  for,  when  it  calls  them 
to  xepentance.  For  as  in  the  Gofpel  an  infinite 
atonement  for  fin  is  provided,  the  import  of 
which  is,  that  Gods  law  is- wholly  right,  and 
that  we  are  wholly  wrong,  and  as  infinitely  to 
biame,  as  the  law  fuppofes  ;  fo,  when  it  calls  us- 
to  lepentance,  it  cannot  be  undetftood  in  any 
othei  feme.  Nor1  is-  any  other  hind  of  repent¬ 
ance  the  thing  the  Gofpel  can  poflibly  mean. 
The  charge  exhibited  againft  us  in  the  law,  is 
by  the  crofs  of  Citrift  pronounced  to  beperfedf- 
y  right,  and  the  law,  by  which  we  are  charged 
and  condemned,  is  declared  to  be  holy,  juft  and 
good,  a,  glorious  law,  worthy  to  be  magnified 
and  made  honourable  ;  And  all  the  blame  is 
oonfidered  as-being  entirely  in  us,  God  and  his 
throne  foiever  guiltlefs.  Repentance  begins 
m  our  beginning  to  view  things  in  this  light, 
with  an  anfvverable  frame  of  heart.  But  to  ob— 
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jeft  againft  the  charge  as  being  too  fevere,  and 
againft  the  law  as  requiring  too  much,  is  a  fail 
proof  of  an  impenitent  heart.  For  the  import 
of  fuch  an  obje&ion  is,  cs  The  fault  alleged  is 
not  in  me,  in  manner  and  form  as  fet  forth  in 
the  charge.  He  that  thus  charges  me  therefore 
has  done  me  an  injury  :  It  is  therefore  proper 
for  him  to  repent,  and  not  for  me.”  And  if 
any  (inner,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  mind,  (hould,  by 
any  delufion,  be  induced  to  believe,  that  God 
withdraws  the  charge,  and  delivers  him  from  the 
curfe,he  might  in  this  belief  forgive  his  Maker, 
and  to  his  own  apprehenfion  be  fully  reconcil¬ 
ed  to  him.  Which  reconciliation,  if  it  be  call¬ 
ed  by  the  name  of  evangelical  repentance ,  yet  is 
fo  far  from  being  the  thing,  that  it  is  a  full  proof 
that  fuch  a  fmner,  in  the  eye  of  the  Gofpel,  is 
not  yet  convinced,  that  it  belongs  "to  him  to  re¬ 
pent.  For  as  yet,  he  does  not  fee  himfelf  to 
blame,  in  manner  and  form,  as  alleged  in  the 
divine  law.  Every  objection  a  man’s  heart 
makes  againft  the  law,  every  plea  he  advances 
for  himfelf,  every  excufe,  every  extenuating  con- 
(ideration,  is  a  proof  he  does  not  think  himfelf 
to  blame  as  therein  held  forth.  And  the  more 
pofuively  he  affirms  that  it  is  impofiible  he 
fhould  love  God,  until  firft  he  knows  that  his 
fins  are  pardoned,  the  more  pofttively  does  he 
declare  that  his  uncircumcifed  heart  is  ftill  un¬ 
humbled,  and  that  he  is  ftill  difpofed  to  juftify 
himfelf,  and  impute  iniquity  to  his  Maker.  For 
God  to  forgive  a  firmer  in  this  view,  and  fo 
bring  him  to  a  reconciliation,  is  virtually  to  own 
that  Ids  law  was  too  fevere.  and  himfelf  to  blame, 
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and  to  repent  and  make  reftitution,  and  fo  in¬ 
duce  the  (inner  to  forgive  him.  And  to  fup- 
pofe  that  Chrift  died  to  bring  God  the  Father 
to  this,  is  the  very  firft  born  of  blafphemy* 
And  if  finners  believe  fuch  a  Gofpel,  and  are 
ravifhed  with  it,  their  very  faith  proves  them 
infidels,  and  their  very  joys  prove  they  are  en¬ 
emies  to  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
There  can  be  not  the  leaft  degree  of  that  kind 
of  repentance,  which  the  Gofpel  calls  finners 
unto,  unlefs  we  feel  ourfelves  to  blame  in  the 
fenfe,  which  the  death  of  Chrift  imports.  But 
the  plain  import  of  the  death  of  Chrift  is,  that 
the  law  by  which  we  are  charged  and  condemn¬ 
ed,  is  a  good  and  glorious  law.  For  its  being 
fuch,  was  the  very  thing  that  rendered  his  me¬ 
diation  and  death  needful,  in  order  to  our  be¬ 
ing  forgiven,  confident  with  the  divine  honour. 
To  be  blind  to  the  beauty  of  the  law,  to  plead 
in  our  own  juftincation,  to  excufe,  extenuate, &c. 
is  to  declare  ourfelves  to  be,  in  the  fight  of  God, 
impenitent  infidels,  enemies  to  heaven.  For 
every  word  we  fay  in  our  juftification,  in  this 
cafe,  is  to  Gods  condemnation.  For  if  we  are 
not  fo  much  to  blame  as  his  law  fuppofes,  he  ia 
to  blame  who  made  the  law  :  And  repentance, 
reftitution  and  reformation,  are  his  duty.  And 
fo  a  felfjuftifying,  is  a  God-condemning  difpo- 
fition. ;  and  therefore  of  all  things  molt  diamet¬ 
rically  oppofite  to  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  which  de¬ 
clares  God  to  be  wholly  right,  ana  feals  the 
declaration  with  blood. 

VI.  If  the  divine  law  is  holy,  juft  and  good, 
antecedent  to  a  confideration  of  the  death  of 
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Chrift,  then  the  gift  of  Ch rift,  to  be  a  Saviour, 
was  an  aft  of  grace  abfblutely  free.  As  God 
was  not  obliged  to  grant  any  relief  at  ail  ;  fo 
the  relief  he  has  granted,  in  every  view  of  it,  is 
an  aft  of  grace  abfolutely  free.  The  gift  of 
Chrift  to  be  a  redeemer,  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  be  a  fanftifier,  divine  illumination, 
faith,  repentance,  forgivenefs,  and  every  other 
blefiing  contained  in  the  Gofpel,  is  abfolutely  of 
free  grace. 

And,  by  the  way,  this  is  the  true  Gofpel  no- 
tion  of  free  grace  ;  and  is  what  no  antinomian 
ever  yet  had  a  true  idea  of  For  until  the  law 
appears  to  be  a  glorious  law,  worthy  to  be  mag¬ 
nified  and' made  honourable,  the  grace  of  the' 
Gofpel  cannot  be  feen.  For  it  was  this  very' 
thing  that  rendered  the  gift  of  Chrift,  in  God, 
an  aft  of  grace,  altogether  free.  For  had  the- 
Jaw  been  wholly  good,  God  had  been  obliged 
in  juftiee  to  grant  us  fome  relief.  And  had  it 
not  been  altogether  glorious,  the  death  of  Chrift 
to  do  it  honour  had  been  need’^rs. 

And  this,  I  fay,  is  an  idea  .  e  grace,  that 
no  antinomian  ever  had.*  I  ufe  h  word  anti¬ 
nomian,  according  to  its  proper  fignification,  to 
mean,  one  that  is  againjl  the  law  }  which  is  the 
true  charafter  of  all  men,  how  much  enlighten¬ 
ed  foever  they'  have  been,  in  reality  or  to  ap¬ 
pearance,  who  are  yet  blind  to  the  beauty  of 
the  divine  law.  For  all  fuch  are  enemies  to  it 
in  heart;  whatever-their  profeflion  may  be.  Ar- 
minians  and  pelagians  are  pro  felled  enemies  to 
the  law,  and  To  were  thofe  in  the  two  Jaft  cen¬ 
turies,  who  were  commonly  called  antinomians. 
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But  thofe  who  profefs  to  be  enemies  to  the  di¬ 
vine  law,  and  boldly  advance  their  objections 
againft  it,  do  only  more  impudently  proclaim, 
what  more  fecretly  lurks  in  the  heart  of  every 
unregenerate  man,  how  orthodox  foever  his 
profeffion  may  be.  For  every  carnal  mind  is 
enmity  againfl  God^for  it  is  not  fubjett  to  his  law , 
neither  indeed  can  be .  And  therefore  it  is  equal¬ 
ly  true,  as  to  all  unregenerate  men,  as  the  apof- 
tie  affirms,  the  natural  man  cannot  difeern  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are  foolifhnefs 
unto  him .  Neither  the  glory  nor  the  grace  of 
the  Gofpel  was  ever  feen  by  an  unregenerate 
man.  For  the  Gofpel  has  no  glory  nor  grace 
in  it,  only  on  fuppofition  the  law  was  a  glorious 
law  antecedent  to  a  confideration  of  the  gift  of 
Chrift.  Until,  therefore,  the  law  be  thus  viewed, 
and  no  unregenerate  man  ever  viewed  it  thus, 
neither  the  glory  nor  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel 
can  ever  be  feen.  And  if  our  Gofpel  be  hid ,  it 
is  hid  to  them  that  are  lof. 

But  I  the  rather  fay,  this  is  an  idea  of  the 
grace  of  the  Gofpel  no  antinomian  ever  had ,  to 
fet  it  in  contraft  with  that  notion  of  free  grace, 
which  antinomians,  fo  called,  are  wont  to  have, 
and  to  glory  in,  viz.  being  pardoned  before  re¬ 
pentance  :  This  is  free  grace  indeed.  Repent 
and  be  converted ,  that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out , 
founds  very  legal  in  an  antinomian  ear.  To 
believe  the  pardon  of  fin  and  God’s  love  to  me, 
impenitent  as  I  am,  is  pure  Gofpel.  And  this 
belief  is  the  fource  of  love  to  God,  and  of  all 
religion.  And  thefe,  with  them,  are  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  free  grace,  which  they  love,  and  for 
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which  they  are  full  of  zeal.  But  as  to  the  free 
grace  of  the  Gofpel  of  Cbrift,  which  fuppofes, 
that  God  was  abfolutely  unobliged  to  grant  any 
relief  to  this  apoftate  world,  as  the  law  by  which 
we  flood  condemned,  was  holy,  juft,  good  and 
glorious,  explain  it,  until  they  begin  a  little  to 
underftand  what  you  mean,  and  they  will  ap¬ 
pear  as  great  enemies  to  free  grace,  as  any 
people  in  the  world  :  Juft  as  the  Pharifees 
of  old,  who  made  their  boajl  of  the  law ,  and  yet 
were  enemies  to  the  law,  rightly  underltood. 
Their  falfe  notions  of  the  law  ferved  only  to 
feed  their  fpiritual  pride,  juft  as  falfe  notions  of 
Chrift  and  free  grace  do  with  thefe  men. 

SECTION  IV. 

The  Design  of  the  Mediatorial  Office 
of  Christ,  was  to  do  Honour  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  Law. 

A  MEDIATOR,  to  bring  about  a  recon¬ 
ciliation,  fuppofes  the  parties  concerned 
to  be  at  variance.  If  both  parties  are  to  blame, 
it  is  the  bufinefs  of  a  mediator  to  bring  both 
parties  to  fee  their  faults,  to  confefs,  reform, 
and  make  reftitution,  and  fo  to  make  up.  If 
one  party  is  altogether  right,  and  the  other  al¬ 
together  wrong,  then  one  party  is  to  be  wholly 
justified,  approved  and  commended,  as  publick- 
ly  as  the  controverfy  is  known,  and  the  entire 
blame  to  be  laid  at  the  other  s  door  ;•  who,  if 
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he  can  make  no  rellitution,  mull  fuffer  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  defert,  unlefs  the  mediator,  or  fome 
other,  will  interell  himfelf  in  his  welfare,  fo  as 
to  become  his  fponfor,  and  anfwer  in  his  Head. 
And  if  his  crime  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  his 
penitency  can  make  no  atonement,  if  ever  he 
is  forgiven  and  received  into  favour,  it  mull  be 
Amply  on  the  credit  of  his  fponfor.  But,  in 
the  cafe  before  us,  God  was  wholly  right,  and 
we  were  wholly  wrong  ;  and  fo  much  to  blame, 
that  our  deepelt  penitency  ought  in  reafon  and 
jullice  to  be  diliegardtd.  However,  fo  far 
were  we  from  penitency,  as  rather  to  be  difpof- 
ed  to  juflify  ourfelves,  and  lay  the  blame  on 
God,  and  on  his  holy  law.  And  our  difaffec- 
tion  to  the  divine  charaQer  and  government 
arole  even  to  enmity  itfelf.  When,  therefore, 
the  Mediator  eipoufed  his  Father’s  honour,  and 
teftilied  of  the  world,  that  their  works  were  evil, 
they  were  angry,  yea  they  were  enraged,  and 
they  put  him  to  death  as  not  fit  to  live.  So 
far  were  they  from  a  difpofition  to  take  the 
blame  to  themfelves,  confefs,  repent,  return  and 
be  reconciled.  And  this  condubt  of  a  fet  of 
men,  who  made  very  high  claims  to  virtue,  was 
but  a  fpecirnen  of  that  temper  which  is  natural 
to  all  mankind.  But  what  reafon  have  mankind 
to  Ire  fo  difaffefled  to  the  Deity  ? 

God,  an  abfolutely  perfecl,  and  infinitely 
glorious  and  amiable  being,  infinitely  worthy  of 
fupreme  love  and  honour,  and  of  univerfal  obe¬ 
dience,  the  creator  and  original  proprietor  of 
the  univerfe,  as  becomes  him,  affumes  the  au¬ 
thority  of  king  and  fupreme  governour  oven 
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his  own  world,  takes  the  throne,  proclaims  his 
divinity,  faying,  I  am  the  Lord ,  and  befdes  me 
there  is  no  ooher  God ,  and  thou  Jhalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  hearty  and  yield  an  en¬ 
tire  obedience  to  his  will .  Adding,  He  that  doth 
theft  things  fiall  live  in  them  ;  but  the  foul  that 
fins  fiall  die . 

For  as  thus  to  love,  honour  and  obey  him, 
is  no  more  than  a  pradicai  acknowledgement 
of  his  Godhead  and  Lordfhip  ;  it  is  no  more 
than  barely  giving  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due 
unto  his  name .  And  this  is  all  he  requires,  and 
it  is  our  duty  ;  and  our  obligations  to  it  are  in¬ 
finite,  and  it  is  infinitely  for  our  intereft.  So 
that  our  difaffedion  and  rebellion  are  unreafon- 
able,  groundlefs,  nay  infinitely  criminal.  To 
be  difaffefted  and  to  rife  in  open  rebellion,  as 
we  in  this  lower  world  have  done,  is  a  pradicai 
declaration  in  the  fight  of  the  univerfe,  (and 
pradice  fpeaks  louder  than  words)  that  God’s 
charader  is  not  good,  and  that  his  law  is  bad. 
Or,  in  other  words,  it  is  a  pradicai  declaration, 
that  he  is  not,  what  he  claims  to  be,  by  nature 
God,  an  abfolutely  perfed,  an  infinitely  glorious 
and  amiable  being,  and  our  rightful  Sovereign. 

To  have  given  up  his  law,  founded  on  his 
Godhead  and  Lordfhip,  and  which  only  affert- 
cd  his  proper  charader  and  worth,  and  claimed 
his  proper  rights,  had  been  a  pradicai  giving  up 
of  his  divinity  and  fupremacy,  in  favour  of  a 
difaffedion  abfolutely  groundlefs,  of  a  rebellion 
infinitely  unreafonable.  A  thing  very  unbe¬ 
coming  the  abfolutely  perfed  Being,  at  the  head 
of  the  univerfe.  Better,  infinitely  better,  a 
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whole  race  of  fuch  apoftatcs  be  doomed  to  end- 
lefs  .woes,  as  a  publick  prafHcal  declaration  of 
the  infinite  evil  of  their  crimes. 

The  defign  of  the  incarnation,  life  and  death 
of  the  Son  of  God,  was  to  give  a  praftical  dec¬ 
laration,  in  the  mod  publick  manner,  even  in 
the  fight  of  the  whole  intellectual  fyftern,  that 
God  was  worthy  of  all  that  Jove,  honour  and 
obedience,  which  his  law  required,  and  that  fin 
was  as  great  an  evil  as  the  punilhment  threat¬ 
ened  fuppofed  ;  and  fo  to  declare  God’s  right - 
eoufnefs,  and  condemn  the  Jins  of  an  apoftate  world, 
to  the  end  God  might  be  juft,  and  yet  a  juftifi- 
er  of  the  believer.  And  this  he  did  by  obey¬ 
ing  and  dying  in  our  room  and  dead. 

The  Jewifh  difpenfation,  which  was  defigned 
to  prepare  the  way  for,  and  to  introduce  the 
Chriftian,  and  which  was  a  Jkadow  of  which 
Chrift  is  the  fubjlance,  was  in  its  whole  conftitu- 
tion  purpofefy  calculated  to  do  honour  to  the 
divine  law.  The  clouds  and  the  thick  darknefs 
and  the  flame  of  a  devouring  fire,  on  Mount  Si¬ 
nai,  the  thunders  and  the  lightnings,  and  the  ' 
voice  of  a  trumpet  exceeding  loud,  were  in 
honour  of  the  divine  law  ;  which  was  by  God 
promulged  to  an  affembly  of  men,  women  and 
children,  containing  near  three  millions.  An  af¬ 
fair  fo  grand  as  this  had  never  before  happened 
in  this  lower  world.  And  all  the  variety  of 
temporal  curfes  enumerated  and  denounced 
again  ft  the  tianlgreilor,  and  all  the  variety'  of 
temporal  bleffings  reckoned  up  and  promifed 
to  the  obedient,  \pere  in  honour  of  the  divine 

law.  And  the,  law  being  written  with  the  finger 
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of  God  on  two  tables  of  ftone,  laid  up  in  the 
ark,  and  placed  in  the  holy  of  holies,  under  the 
mercy  feat,  the  dwelling  place  of  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  was  in  honour  of  the  divine  law.  And 
fo  were  all  the  facrifices  of  atonement,  the  al¬ 
tars,  the  priefts,  efpecially  the  high  pried,  dreff- 
ed-in  his  holy  robes,  holinefs  to  the  Lord  written 
on  his  forehead,  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes 
on  his  breall  and  on  his  fhoulder,  the  blood  of 
atonement  in  his  hand,  entering  once  every 
year  into  the  holy  of  holies,  into  the  immediate 
prefence  of  God,  to  make  atonement.  Nor 
could  any  tranfgreflbr  of  the  law,  under  that* 
difpenfation,  obtain  remiffion  of  fins  without 
fhedding  of  blood.  A  plain  acknowledgment, 
that  his  blood  deferved  to  be  filed,  who  tranf- 
grefled  the  law.  And  fo  a  praftical  declaration 
that  the  law  was  holy,  juft  and  good. 

And  anfwerable  to  the  fpirit  of  that  difpenfa¬ 
tion,  the  whole  congregation  of  Ifrael  were  by 
the  divine  direction  led,  on  their  entering  into 
the  holy  land,  to  mount  Gerizzim  and  to  mount 
Ebal  ;  and  while  the  curfe  of  the  law  againft 
the  tranfgreflbr  was  proclaimed  aloud,  all  the 
congregation  anfwered  Amen,  as  a  molt  publick 
and  folemn  declaration,  that  the  law  was  holy, 
juft  and  good.  Nor  could  a  Jew,  without  this 
acknowledgment,  with  any  conliftenoy,  prefent 
a  bull  or  a  goat,  to  die  jn  his  ftead,  and  make 
atonement  for  his  fins. 

But  all  the  honours  done  to  the  divine  law 
under  that  difpenfation,  were  but  fhadows,  but 
mere  fhadows.  They  had  no  fubftance  in  them. 
They  were  acknowledgments  too  mean  to  be  of 
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any  avail.  They  were  of  no  weight  at  all  to 
counterbalance  the  reproach  call;  on  the  Divine 
Majefty  by  fin.  And  therefore  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  goats  could  not  take  away  fin.  Yea,  Lebanon 
was  not  fuffcient  to  burn ,  nor  all  the  beajls  there- 
of fuffcient  for  a  burnt-offering. 

Wherefore  the  Son  of  God,  antecedent  to 
his  incarnation,  is  introduced,  faying  to  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  «  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  did ft  not  defire . 
They  had  no  dignity,  no  worth,  no  virtue,  and 
could  not  anfvver  the  end*  Mine  ears  hafl  thou 
bored ,  as  the  Jewifh  mailer  did  his  fervant’s 
who,  of  his  own  free  will,  laid,  I  love  my  maf¬ 
ter  and  will  be  his  fervant  forever.  O  eternal 
Father,  I  have  offered  to  become  thy  fervant 
in  this  great  work,  and  thou  halt  accepted  the 
offer,  and  bored  mine  oars.  Then  faid  I,  Lo  I 
come,  I  delight  to  do  thy  wiM  ;  yea ,  thy  law  is 
within  my  heart."  Compare  Exod.  xxi.  6. 
Pfal.  xl.  6,  7,  8.  Heb.  x.  5,  6,  7. 

Him,  therefore,  did  God  fet  forth  to  be  4 
P '  °pdiation,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs .  And 
becaufe  he  thus  voluntarily  elpouled  the  hon¬ 
our  of  his  Father’s  government,  and  condemned 
fin  in  tne  fiefih  on  the  crofs,  becaufe  he  thus  lov- 
f  righteoifnefs  and  haled  iniquity,  therefore  was 
hts  Father  well  pleafed ,  jmelt  a  fweet favour,  ex¬ 
alted  his  Son,  and  became  propitious  to  an  apof- 
tate,  finful,  guilty  world,  through  him.  For  he, 
being  God  as  well  as  man,  was  worthy,  was  of 
u  cient  dignity,  and  his  obedience  and  fuffer- 
ings  of  lufficient  weight  in  his  Father’s  fight. 

ihe^  import  of  that  perfebt  obedience  to  his 
Fathers  will,  in  our  Head,  through  the  greateft 
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trials,  which  the  Son  of  God  incarnate  perform¬ 
ed,  was,  that  46  God  was  worthy  of  fupreme 
love  and  honour,  and  of  univerfal  obedience 
from  his  creature  man.”  The  import  of  his  fuf- 
ferings  in  our  room,  in  which  he  was  made  a 
curfe  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law’, 
was,  that  44  the  curfe  of  the  law  was  ftriftly  juft, 
and  fuch  as  became  his  Father  to  threaten  and 
to  execute.”  The  import  of  his  appearing  in 
the  prefence  of  God  in  heaven,  with  his  own 
blood,  to  make  interceflion  for  tranfgreffors,  is, 
that  44  he  does  not,  nay  cannot  defire  any  favour 
to  be  fh.ewn  to  Tinners,  under  a  notion  the  law  is 
too  fevere  :  But  only  as  being  confidered  holy, 
juft,  good  and  glorious,  worthy  to  be  magnified 
and  made  honourable  by  the  blood  of  the  Son 
of  God.”  And  the  juftice  of  the  divine  law 
will  appear  in  a  ftriking  light,  when  he  who  thus 
honoured  it  in  his  own  perfon- on  the  crofs,  and 
thus  honours  it  athis  Father’s  right  hand  in  heav¬ 
en,  appears  to  put  it  in  execution  at  the  laft  day 
on  his  near  relatives,  his  brethren  according  to 
the  flefh  ;  who  would  never  own  the  goodnefs 
of  the  law,  nor  take  the  blame  of  their  difaffec- 
tiou  and  rebellion  to  themfelves,  and  on  this 
foot  defpifed  and  rejefled^  the  glorious  grace  of 
the  Go  (pel.  And  all  holy  b  eings  will  echo  to 
the  laft  lentence,  and  with,  the  higheft  appro¬ 
bation  join  to  cry.  Amen ,  Hallelujah  While 
the  j moke  of  their  torment  afeends  forever  and 
ever. 

Thus  the  whole  mediatorial  fcheme  isdefign- 
ed,  and  in  its  own  nature  adapted,  to  do  honour 
to  the  divine  law'. 
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And  to  do  honour  to  the  divine  law  was  the 
only  thing  that  rendered  the  mediatorial  office  and 
wouk  of  Chrift  needful  in  order  to  the  falvationlof 
finner£  For  God  was  not  an  unrighteous  be¬ 
ing,  and  fo  could  not  be  difpofed  to  hold  his 
creatures  bound  by  a  bad  law,  unlefs  his  Son 
would  die  to  procure  their  relief.  Nor  was  the 
goodnefs  of  the  divine  nature  fo  (mail,  that  he 
could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  (hew  mercy  to 
finners,  unlefs  his  Son,  to  move  his  compaffions, 
would  die  for  them  on  earth,  and;  plead  their 
caufe  in  heaven.  Had  the  law  in  faff  been  bad, 
it  had  been  the  moft  honourable  thing  in  the 
Divine  Majelty  to  have  laid  it  afide  exprefsly, 
as  fuch,  and  no  mediator  had  been  needful  in 
the  cafe  ;  and  had  there  been  no  bar  in  the 
•way  of  the.  honourable  exercife  of  divine  grace 
to  a  guilty  world,  infinite  goodnefs,  by  a  fove- 
•reign  a  ft,  might,  at  an  infinitely  lefs  expenfe, 
have  pardoned  and  faved  all  the  human  race* 
and  all  the  labours  and  fufferings  of  bis  Son  to 
make  atonement  had  been  needlefs.  God  did 
not  want  a  heart  to  do  us  jufiice.  Nay,  God  had 
an  heart  overflowing  with  infinite  goodnefs  ;  wit- 
nefs  the  gift  of  his  Son.  And  fo  no  mediator  was 
needful  to  move  the  divine  compaffions,  much 
lefs  to  prevent  his  being  too  levere  with  us. 
Yea,  a  mediator  for  any  fuch  purpofes  had  been 
an  infinite  reproach  to  the  Deity.  A  mediator 
therefore  was  needful,  in  order  to  the  falvation 
of  finners,  for  no  other  purpofe,  but  to  do  hon¬ 
our  to  the  divine  law,  which  we  had  di (honour¬ 
ed  by  our  fins.  And  thus  he  afferted  the  di¬ 
vine,  character.  vindicated  the  rights  of  the  God.- 
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head}  declared  the  fighteoufnefs  of  the  divine 
government,  condemned  fin,  laid  all  the  blame 
of  our  difaffediion  and  rebellion  at  our  own 
door,  while  he  obeyed  and  died  in  our  room 

and  Head,  that  we  through  him  might  be  faved* 
But, 

I.  If  Chrift  died  to  do  honour  to  the  divine 
law,  then  there  is  no  glory  in  the  Gofpel  only 
on  luppofition  the  law  is  a  glorious  law.  For 
not  one  of  the  divine  perfections  are  manifefted 
in  the  death  of  an  incarnate  God  to  do  honour 
to  the  divine  law,  if  the  divine  law  was  not  wor¬ 
thy  of  this  honour.  It  was  no  aft  of  wifdom  in- 
God  to  give  his  Son  to  die  to  do  honour  to  that 
which  deferved  no  fuch  honour.  It  was  noa£t 
of  holinefs,  juftice  or  goodnefs.  It  was  neither 
to  the  honour  of  God,  nor  needful  to  the  falva-. 
lion  of  men.  And, 

If  not  one  of  the  divine  perfections  are  man- 
ifefted  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  only  on  fuppolition 
the  law  is. a  glorious  law,  not  one  of  the  divine 
perfections  can  be  feen  in  this  affair,  only  in  a 
view  of  the  glory  of  the  law.  No  glory  can  be 
feen  in  the  atonement,  only  as  the  law  appears 
to  be  a  glorious  law.  To  every  one  at  en¬ 
mity  againfi  the  divine  law,  the  glory  of  the 
Gofpel  will  be  hid.*  And, 

*  n  God’s  law  requires,  on  the  penalty  of  eternal  deftru$ion,  that 
which  is  in  its  own  nature  fmful,  then  it  is  a  wicked  law.  Cut  that 
which  is  “  contrary  to  the  hw  of  God”  is  in  its  own  nature  finful  :  For 
fin  is  atranfyreffion.oj  the  laze.  But  according  to  Mr.  Cud  worth,  the  law 
requires  what  is  “  contrary  to  the  law;  of  God,”  what  “clalhes  withdur 
duty.”  p-  222,  223,  224.  Therefore,  according  to  him,  it  is  a  wick¬ 
ed  law.  But  if  it  is  a  zeicked  Iutd,  God.  is. obliged  in  jultice  to  repeal  it. 
Cut  to  give  Ids  S0/1  to  die,  to  do  honour  to  a  wicked  law,  of  all  things 
in  the  univerfe,  would  be  mod  contrary  to  all  the  divine  perfections, 
la  this  vic^of  the  law,  therefore,  not  one  of  tltc  divine  perfections  cac 
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II.  If  the  excellency  of  the  divine  law,  as  a 
perfea  rule  of,  right,  holy,  juft  and  good,  was 
the  only  thing  that  rendered  the  death  of  Chrift 
needful  in  order  to  the  falvation  of  finners  • 
then  a  view  of  the  excellency  of  the  divine  law" 
as  a  perfeft  rule  of  right,  holy,  juft  and  good, 
and  an  anfwerable  view  of  our  own  chara&er 
and  ftate,  is  the-  only  thing  that  can  lead  us  to 
fee  our  need  of  the  atonement  of  Chrift.  We 
cannot  fee  our  need  of  Chrift’s  atonement,  un- 
lefs  we  fee  that  which  renders  his  atonement 

be  feen  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  What  then  does  Mr.  Cudworth  mean 
by  loving  God  for  his  own  lovelinefs  as  thus  difcovered  bv  the  Gof 
pel,  every  divine  perfeftion  being  difcovered  as  harmonizing  in  the  faf 
vatmn  of  the  guilty  by  jefus  Chrift  p,  225.  When,  on  his  ftheme 
there  is  not  one  divine  perfeftion  mamfefted,  nor  any  lovelinefs  0f  the 
divine  nature  dtfcovered.  Yea,  if  the  law  had  been  whai  Mr  Cud- 
vvorth  fays  it  is,  it  nad  been  in  its  own  nature  an  infinitely  wicked 
thing  for  the  Son  of  God  to  die  to  do  it  honour.  It  had  been  To  do h«T 
cur  to  a  wished  law  ;  which  is  the  fame  thing  as  to  do  honour  to  wick" 
ednels  tiwhich  is  an  infinitely  wicked  thing.  What  then  does  Mr" 
Cud  worth  mean,  by  «  loving  God  for  his  o£n  lovelinefs  ?»  Wh,  he 

r  odT’  1  uby  mC2BS  ?f  ?h'ift’S  dcath>  hns  =re  pardoned  and 

d°vr  bcrc J™C  hls  particular  friend,  turned  to  be  entirely  on  his  fide’ 
makc  hlra  haPPy,  and  oppofe.  whatever  is  contrary  to  his’ 

1  ppmefs  p  221,823  And  this  appears  lovely  to  him';  aud^  is  all 
the  idea  of  the  lovelinefs  of  the  divine  nature  he  can  conceive  of  ”  n 
Por  he  loves himfelf,  although  he  appears  perfeftly  ftupid  to  thehonour  if 
the  divine  cha, after,  ,n  imputing  l'uch  wickednefs  to  the  Deity  as  re  “dr 
mg  what  is  -<  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  and  dallies  wither  d2t  '  » 
And  he  can  be  ravi/hed  to  think  his  own  hanpinefs  feci  re  Vr 

dhndto  the  beauty  of  the  divine  charaaer,  asto  feel  difpofedto  declare  \k 

tight  infid.lity  ,  -VtefSftRS'SSjiSSr 
carnate  and  died  to  do  honour  to  a  law  fo  unreafonable  and  i  l  !i 

fonTblicretPure  and  ,nCOnr‘llcm  ‘he  original  conftitution  of  l  ,«! 
or  rather  pmten^o 

prefs  contract i£b on  to  himfelf  ^  i  i  n  y  ne  can,  in  tx- 

**  holy,  juft  and  good  »  This  An  b1uPu; .pronounce  this  very  Jaw 
rigorous  ”  favs  !,/«<  r  /  docs  not  lnfbr  tbat  the  Iaw  was  too 

77  Mr',i!dIam.y’s forc4 

'„r  n  r  y  r  \  no£  a  ^ord  does  he  fav,  to  /hew  wherein  mu 

ssfcr orce" :  0r  to  irec  his  °w“ 
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needful  •  but  the  excellency  of  the' divine  law 
was  that  which  rendered  the  atonement  of  Chiift 
needful-:  Therefore  we  cannot  fee  our  need  oi 
the  atonement  of  Chnft,  unlcfs  we  lee  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  the  divine  law.  A  finner,  frighten¬ 
ed:  with  the  apprehenfions  of  eternal  burnings, 
may  fee  his  need  of  deliverance,  without  any 
idea  of  the  need  of  an  infinite  atonement,  in  or¬ 
der  thereto.  And,.  '  . 

To  fay,  “  that  the  divine  law  is  holy,  juit  ana 

good,  in  our  view,  but  not  glorious  is.  to  fay, 
£4  that  lrolinefs,  juftice  and  goodnefs,  in  our  view, 
are  not  glorious  attributes  And  if  fo,  then 
neither  does  God  defferve  our  love,  nor  is  his 
law  worthy  to  be  honoured  on  the  crols  of  Chri.t, 


m  our  view.  .  , 

So  long  as  we  are  at  enmity  again  It  the- law,. 

fo  long  as  the  divine  law  appears  to  be  an  un- 
olorious,  unlovely,  undefirable  law  ;  not  perfect 
?n  beauty,  without  a  blemifii,  with  application 
to  ourfelves  :  Even  fo  long  our  need  of  Chnft 
to  die  in  our  (lead,  to  do  honour  to  the  law* 
will  he  undifcernedl.  Therefore,- 

To  the  natural  man,  in  the  apoitohcR  age*, 
when  the  Gofpel,  as  is  acknowledged,  was  right¬ 
ly  ftated,  die  work  of  redemption,  by  Ghnit,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  foolifh,  Jhocking  affair..  Conn 
pare  i  Cor.  i.  r8.  213,  24.  Chap,  xi.^14.  2. 

Cor  iv.  3.  We  preach  Chnjt  cruoijud ,  unto 
the  Tews  a  humbling  block,,  and  unto  the  Greeks 
fooiifhnefs.  For  which  they  were,  as  the  fame 
anollle  obferves,  at  enmity  againjt.  God  and  his 
law.  Rom.  iii.  7.  To  hear,  that  the  Son  .0 
God  incarnate,  died  on  the  crois,  to  declaim  Gut  > 
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righteoufnefsi  to  condemn  fin ,  to  magnify  the  law 
and  make  it  honourable ,  muft  needs  flumble  and 
confound  the  carnal  Jews,  and  appear  foolifh- 
nefs  to  the  pagan  Greeks.  No  miracles,  there¬ 
fore,  were  fufficient  to  convince  them  of  the  di¬ 
vine  original  of  the  GofpeL  Nothing  fhort  of 
the  immediate  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
to  open  their  eyes  and  take  the  veil  from  their 
hearts.  But  unto  them  who  were  thus  called ,  both 
Jews  and  Greeks ,  Chrijl  the  power  of  God  and 
the  wifdom  of  God.  For  the  natural  man  receiv- 
eth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  for  they 
are  foolifhnefs  unto  him  ;  neither  can  he  know 
them ,  becaife  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned.  And 
if  our  Gofpel  is  hid ,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lof  „ 
The  preaching  of  the  crofs  is  foolifhnefs  to  them 
that  perifh „  For  indeed  it  had  been  a  foolifh 
thing  for  God  to  have  given  his  Son  to  die  to 
fave  finners,  had  there  been  no  need  of  it :  And 
there  had  been  no  need  of  it,  had  not  the  di¬ 
vine  law,  which  man  had  broken,  and  by  which 
he  flood  condemned,  been  holy,  juft  and  good, 
a  glorious  law,  worthy  to  be  honoured  by  the 
blood  of  an  incarnate  God.  But  to  natural 
men,  the  divine  law  does  not  appear  to  be  thus 
glorious  and  thus  worthy  of  honour  ;  rather  it 
appears  an  odious,  hateful  law,  which  ought  to 
be  repealed.  For  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
againjl  God ,  is  not  fubjeS  to  his  law:  neither  in¬ 
deed  can  be.* 

*  If  G©d,  antecedent  to  a  confideration  of  the  gift  of  his  Son,  viewed 
in  the  glafs  of  the  law,  was  an  ugly,  hateful  being  ;  then  he  deferved  to 
be  hated  and  abhorred  ;  and  then  the  law,  which  required  us  to  love 
him  on  pain  of  death,  was  an  unrcafonable,  tyrannical  law  :  And  then  it 
deferved  to  be  hated  and  treated  with  contempt,  and  not  to  be  loved 
and  honoured  ;  And  then  the  death  of  Chrift  to  do  it  honour;  was  nofr 
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III.  An  antinomian  fpirit  is  an  antichriflian 
fpirit  ;  to  hate  the  divine  law  is  to  be  an  ene¬ 
my  to  the  crofs  of  Chrifi  ;  to  hate  the  divine 

law  is  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  Son  of  God  incar- 

* 

nate,  who  loved  the  law5  and  died  to  do  it  hon¬ 
our  :  An  enemy  to  his  charaQer,  and  to  the 
very  defign  of  his  death.  And, 

An  antinomian  fpirit  is  the  very  fource  of  in¬ 
fidelity.  For  if  the  divine  law  is  an  odious,  hate¬ 
ful  law,  it  is  incredible,  it  is  abfolutely  incredi¬ 
ble,  that  the  Son  of  God  fhould  come  from 
heaven,  and  die,  to  do  it  honour.  Therefore, 
every  antinomian  is  at  heart  an  infidel.  But 

the  wiJHom  of  God ,  but  a  fumbling  block  and  foolijhnefs  :  And  the  Gofpel 
js  not  divine,  is  not  from  God  :  Nothing  remains  but  infidelity. 

To  fay,  that  the  law  is  holy,  juft  and  good,  in  requiring,  us  to  love  a 
hateful  character  on  pain  of  death,  is  worfe  than  infidelity.  To  believe 
God  a  hateful  being,  and  a  tyrant,  in  our  hearts,  and  yet  with  our  mouths 
to  lay,  it  is,  in  him,  holy,  juft  and  good,  to  require  us  to  Ipve  him  oil 
pain  of  death,  .  i$  to Jpeuk  lies  in  hypccrify.  My  'I  heron  believed  the  law 
holy,  juft  and  good,  in  requiring  fupreme  love  on  pain  of  death,  when- 
he  laid,  iC  Let  all  heaven  forever  love  and  adore  the  infinitely  glorious 
Majefty,  although  I, receive  •  my  juft  defert  and  perifh  forever.”  He 
law  God’s  charatler  exhibited  in  his  law  to  be  lovely.  This  led  him 
to  fee  why  Chrift  fo  loved  and  fo  honoured  this  charaMer  on  the  crofs. 
And  Chrift  crucified,  in  this  view,  appeared  to  him  the  zi'fdom  of  God . 
Should  one  tell  Theron,  that  Chrift  never  did  love  this  character  of  God  ; 
never  did  think  that  all  heaven  ought  forever  to  love  and  adore  the 
infinitely  glorious  Majefty,  viewed  as  thus  difpofed  to  punlfh  fin  with  fo 
great  feverity  and  Ihould  he  affirm,  that  this  is  a  M  fpeeies  of  love  be¬ 
yond  what  Jefus  Chrift  ever  had  and  that  it  was  not  from  love  to 
this  character  originally,  and  to  do  it  honour,  tlut  Chrift  was  willing  to 
endure  the  crofs  and  drfpife  the flame  ;  but  merely  becaufe  he  was  bribed, 
becaufc  his  Father  hiied  him  by  the  joy  ft  bcfoie  him  :  And  fhould  one 
endeavour  to  prove  all  this  fiom  feripture  ;  Theron,  fhocked  with -the 
blafphemy,  would  be  ready  at  once  to  pronounce  the  man  worfe  tha<n 
an  infidel.  And  )et,  if  this  is  not  the  point  of  light,  in  which  Mr,  Cud- 
worLh  views  things,  I' know  not  what  he  means,  by  What  he  lays,  p.  224. 
For  in  any  other  view,  there  is  no  force  in  what  he  fays.  For  if  Chrift 
verily  thought  in  his  heart,  and  that  previous,  to  a  confideration  of  the 
joy  Jet  bejore  him ,  that  “  all  heaven  ought  forever  to  love  and  adore  the 
infinitely  glorious  Majefty,  lor  being  fo  fevere  againft  fin  then  Theron,. 
through  the  regenerating  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  was  only  brought 
to  view  things  in  a  Chriftian  light.  That  is,  in  the  fame  light  that 
Chrift  did. 
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every  unregenerate  man  is  in  this  fenfe  an  anti- 
nomian.  Rom.  viii.  7.  Therefore,  every  unre¬ 
generate  man  is  under  the  reigning  power  of  in¬ 
fidelity.  And  therefore  it  is  written*  i%Joh.  v.  1, 
Whofoever  believeth  that  Jefus  is  the  Chmfl^  is 
born  oj  God .  And  Rom.  x.  9.  If  thou  Jhalt  con - 
fefs  with  thy  ?nouth  the  Lord  Jefus ,  and  Jhalt  be¬ 
lieve  in  thine  heart ,  that  God  hath  raftd  him 
from  the  dead ,  thou  Jhalt  be  faved. 

IV.  If  God  the  Father  gave  his  Son  to  die, 
if  God  the  Son  'Voluntarily  left  his  Father’s  bo- 
fom,  and  expired  upon  the  crofs,  to  do  honour 
to  the  divine  law  ;  then,  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
we  have  the  higheft  poffible  external  proof  of 
the  goodnefs  of  the  divine  law  :  The  higheft 
proof  which  could  have  been  given  by  God  the 
I  ather,  or  God  the  Son  ;  and  fo  the  higheft  ex¬ 
ternal  proof,  that  God  our  Creator  is  infinitely 
worthy  of  our  fupreme  love  and  uniyerfal  obe¬ 
dience,  and  that  our  difaffeQion  to  him  and  to 
his  government  is  entirely  groundlefs,  yea  infi¬ 
nitely  criminal,  exaftly  agreeable  to  the  import 
of  the  divine  law.  Therefore, 

To  doubt  of  the  infinite  amiablenefs  of  God 
our  Creator,  to  doubt  of  the  abfolute  perfe61ion 
of  his  law  and  government,  or  to  doubt  wheth¬ 
er  our  difaffedion  be  thus  groundlefs  and  thus 
criminal,  is  to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel. 
Every  objection  againft  the  divine  character, 
every  objeftion  againft  the  divine  law,  every 
fin-extenuating,  felf-jufti Tying  plea,  is  the  lan- 
guage  of  infidelity.  For  if  our  objeftions  againft 
God  and  his  law  are  of  the  leaft  weight,  or  if 
our  pleas  do  in  the  leaft  render  us  excufable? 
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then  Jefus  was  not  the  Son  of  God.  For  if  Je- 
fus  was  the  Son  of  God,  God  and  his  law  are 
wholly  right,  and  we  are  wholly  wrong,  and  as 
much  to  blame  and  as  inexcufable,  as  the  curfe 
of  the  law  fuppofes  ;  for  this  was  the  ground  on 
which  he  died.  And  if,  in  his  death,  he  fealed 
a  falfehood  with  his  blood,  furely  he  did  not 
come  from  God.  Therefore, 

To  believe  with  all  the  heart,  that  Jefus  is 
the  Chrift,  is  to  believe  with  all  the  heart  that 
God  our  Creator  is  infinitely  amiable,  infinitely 
worthy  of  fupreme  love  and  universal  obedi¬ 
ence  from  his  creature  man  :  And  to  believe 
with  all  the  heart,  that  the  divine  law,  which  re¬ 
quires  this  of  us,  in  our  prefent  ftate,  on  pain  of 
eternal  damnation,  is  a  holy,  juft  and  good  and 
glorious  law,  worthy  to  be  magnified  and  made 
honourable,  by  the  obedience  and  death  of  an  in¬ 
carnate  God  :  To  believe  with  all  the  heart  that 
our  dilaffection  to  the  divine  Charadter,  law  and 
government,  is  not  only  entirely  groundlefs,  but 
infinitely  criminal  :  And  to  believe  with  all  the 
heart,  that  the  Son  of  God,  in  this  view,  became 
incarnate,  lived  and  died,  that  he  might  declare 
God  and  his  law  to  be  wholly  right,  and  the 
whole  blame  to  be  in  us  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  he  might  declare  God’s  righteoufnefs,  and 
condemn  lin  in  the  flefh  :  That  this  was  the 
import  of  his  being  made  a  curfe  to  redeem  us 
from  the  curfe-  and  that  this  was  the  defign  of 
his  being  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  ;  and  that 
it  is  only  in  his  name,  and  through  him,  who 
has  thus  done,  that  God  can  be  juft,  and  yet  the 
juftificr  of  him  that  bdieveth  in  Jefus.  But, 
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To  believe  thefe  truths  with  all  the  heart  to 
come  cordially  into  thefe  fentiments,  is  perfeft- 
ly  contrary  to  every  vicious  bias  in  the  heart  of 

a  fin-loving,  fin-extenuating,  felf-j uftifying,  God- 

hating,  law-condemning  creature  ;  which  is  the 

cbaraQer  of  every  unregenerate  man.  There- 
fore, 


Every  unregenerate  man  is  not  only  at  heart 
an  infidel,  but  even  as  great  an  enemy  to  the 
truth  of  the  Gofpel,  as  he  is  to  theholinefs,  iuf- 
tice  and  goodnefs  of  the  law.  Therefore, 

No  man  can  fay  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrijl,but  by 
tne  Noly  Gkojl.  1  Cor.'xii.  3.  No  man  can  come 
to  the  Son ,  but  whom  the  Father  draws,  Joh.  vi. 
44;  And  whofoever  believeth  Jefus  is  the  Chri/f, 
is  born  of  God.  1  Joh.  v.  1.  And  yet-, 

V.  From  this  view  of  the  mediatorial  office 
and  work  of  Jefus  Chrift,  his  true  charaaerand 
divine  million  may  be  infallibly  determined. 
Had  he  been  an  enemy  to  the  divine  law,  which 
the  God  of  Ifrael  had  fo  honoured  on  mount 
Sinai,  and  in  the  whole  Jewift  difpenfation,  it 
had  been  a  full  proof,  that  he  was  not  the  Mef- 
fiah  promifed  in  the  Jewifh  facred  writings.  A 

5-?  ,pr?°r’  ra,ther’  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the 
God  of  Ifrael,  and  on  the  fide  of  his  rebellious 

ubjects,  who  all  agree  to  hate  his  law.  But 
now  it  appears,  that, 

He  loved  his  Father  with  all  his  heart  :  was 

on"  dm  yfidnehlf  “rT^  Vvl,oll>'  011  his  ^  and 
on  the  fide  of  his  law  and  government.  He 

)udgea  his  Father  to  be  wholly  right,  and  we  to 

be  who!  y  wrong  ;  his  Father’s  law  to  be  holy, 

/  and  good,  and  we  altogether  to  blame  • 

H  ' 
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even  as  much  to  blame,  as  the  law  fuppofed  ; 
and  was  as  great  an  enemy  to  the  wickednefs  of 
an  apoftate  world,  as  the  Father  himfelf.  While 
his  regard  to  the  welfare  of  loft  ftnners  was  fo 
great,  that  he  was  willing  to  die  for  their  re¬ 
demption,  he  looked  upon  them  fo  much  to 
blame,  and  fo  deferving  of  the  threatened  punifh- 
ment,  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  defire  they  fhould 
be  pardoned,  unlefs  in  a  way,  in  which  it  fhould 
be  molt  explicitly  acknowledged,  that  it  had 
been  a  worthy  becoming  deed  in  God  to  have 
punilhed  them  according  to  law7.  And  thus  he 
•was  to  perfection  his  Father’s  friend,  and  to 
perfection  an  enemy  to  the  fpirit  of  his  Father’s 
rebellious  fubjeCts.  Thus  he  loved  righteoufnefs 
and  hated  iniquity.  And  in  this  frame  of  heart, 
he  perfectly  obeyed  his  Father’s  law,  and  offer¬ 
ed  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God,  for  the  fins  of 

the  world.  Which  is, 

A  full  demonftration  that  he  was  fentof  God. 
For  he  is  his  Father’s  very  image.  We  may 
often,  from  the  countenance  of  a  child,  guels 
who  his  father  is  ;  but  here  the  Son  is  the  ex- 
prefs  image  of  his  Father's  per  Jon.  So  that  no 
man,  who  knows  God  the  Father,  can  doubt 
whether  Jefusishis  Son.  For  the  very  glory  of 
Cod  is  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Ckrifi.  Jultly  there¬ 
fore  did  our  bleffed  Saviour  condemn  the  infi¬ 
del  Tews,  as  hating  his  Father,  becaufe  they 
hated  him  ;  for  he  and  his  Father  were  fo  ex- 
aClly  alike,  that  to  hate  him  was  a  full  proof 
they  hated  the  Father  alfo.  J°h.  xv.  23. 
And  jultly  did  he  difpute  their  claim  to  have 
God  for  their  Father,  and  argue  that  the),  lath- 
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er  had  the  devil  to  their  father,  from  the  malig¬ 
nant  fpirit  they  ffiewed  towards  him,  who  was 
the  very  image  of  the  Deity.  Joh.  viii.42.  If  God 
were  your  Father,  ye  would  love  me.  Ver.  44.  Ye 
are  of  your  father  the  devil.  And  juftly  did  he 
attribute  all  their  oppofition  to  him  and  to  his 
caufe,  to  their  ignorance  of  and  hatred  to  the 
true  God,  and  affirm  that  no  man  could  be  an 
infidel,  but  from  a  wicked,  ungodly  heart,  joh. 
iii.  19,  20,  21.  Chap.  vii.  17.  Chap.  viii.  33 — 48. 
Chap.  xv.  21 — 25. 

7  o  fay,  that  Jefus  Chrift,  who  loved  the  di¬ 
vine  law,  and  lived  and  died  to  do  it  honour, 
came  from  the  devil,  who  hates  the  divine  law, 
and  hath  fet  up  his  kingdom  in  oppofition  to  it, 
and  is  at  the  head  of  the  grand  rebellion  in  the 
intelle&ual  fyftem,  is  juft  the  fame  kind  of  ab- 
furdity  Chrilt's  enemies  were  driven  to  of  old, 
when,  to  evade  the  evidence  exhibited  in  his 
miracles,  they  faid,  He  cafieth  out  devils  by  Beel¬ 
zebub.  For  both  equally  fuppofe,  that  Satan  is 
divided  againfi  himfelf  ;  and  is  pulling  down  his 
own  kingdom  with  his  own  hands.  Matth.  xii. 
24 - 26. 

To  be  blind  to  the  glory  of  Chrift  crucified, 
is  of  the  fame  nature,  and  altogether  as  crimi¬ 
nal,  as  to  be  blind  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther.  And  to  be  an  unbeliever  in  the  Son,  as 
great  a  vice  as  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  Father  ; 
to  rejeQ:  revealed  religion,  an  argument  of  as 
bad  a  heart,  as  downright  atheifm.  The  fentence 
therefore  is  juft,  He  that  believeth  not  Jhall  be 
damned.  For  the  Gofpel  carries  its  own  evi- 
dence  along  with  it,  as  clearly  as  the  vifible  ere- 
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ation.  Nay,  all  the  divine  perfedions  are  more 
clearly  to  be  feen  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  to  one 
not  criminally  blind,  than  the  invifible  things  of 
God  be,  in  the  things  which  are  made.  For 
the  glory  of  God  is  to  he  feen  in  the  face  of  Je- 
fus  Chrijl.  So  that,  with  the  Jews  of  old,  all 
who  live  under  the  light  of  the  Gofpel  in  any 
age,  have  no  cloke  for  their  fin ,  if  they  continue 
unbelievers. 


VI.  If  the  defign  of  Chrift’s  mediatorial  of¬ 
fice  and  work  was  to  do  honour  to  the  divine 
law,  we  may  hence  learn  the  nature  of  Chrift’s 
merits,  or  why  his  obedience  was  fo  meritori¬ 
ous  in  his  father’s  eyes,  and  why  the  facrifice 
of  himfelf  was  fo  acceptable,  of  fo  fweet  fmell- 
ing  a  favour,  and  his  whole  character,  office  and 
work  fo  infinitely  well-pleafing  to  the  Deity  ; 
that,  to  teftify  his  approbation  in  the  fight  of 
the  whole  univerfe,  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead, 
took  him  up  into  heaven,  gave  him  a  place  on 
his  own  throne,  at  his  own  right  band,  iffued  out 
publick  orders  through  the  world  above,  Wor- 
Jhip  him  all  ye  gods ,  and  refigned  up  all  the 
angelick  holts  to  his  command  as  miniftering 
fpirits  to  do  his  will,  and  fet  him  at  the  head  of 
the  whole  univerfe,  with  all  power  and  authori¬ 
ty  in  heaven  and  earth,  to  reign  until  all  his  en¬ 
emies  are  put  under  his  feet,  and  his  whole 
fcheme  carried  into  execution,  putting  all  things 
under  him,  not  only  all  created  things,  but  even 
God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  be  fent  in  his  name  to 
convince  the  world  of  fin  and  effectually  to  call 
home  the  eleCt  to  God  through  him.  For  all 
things  were  put  under  him ,  him  only  excepted 
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who  did  put  all  things  under  him .  And  farther 
to  teftify  his  approbation  and  infinite,  delight  in 
the  obedience  and  facrifice  of  his  Son,  peace 
and  good-will  are  proclaimed  to  this  revolted 
world,  God  becomes  propitious,  ready  to  be 
reconciled  to  any,  how  vile  foever,  who  repent 
and  return  in  the  all-prevailing  name  of  Jefuss 
Chrift,  his  beloved  Son,  in  whom  he  is  well 
pleafed  ;  fo  now  repentance  and  remiffion  of 
fin  in  his  name  may  be  preached  to  all  nations, 
and  whofoever  will  may  come,  may  return  to 
God,  through  him,  the  fulled  alfurances  of  ac¬ 
ceptance  in  his  name  being  given.  I  fay,  if  the 
defign  of  Chrilt’s  mediatorial  office  and  work, 
of  his  life  and  death,  was  to  do  honour  to  the 
divine  law,  we  may  fee  the  reafon  why  his  mer¬ 
it  is  fo  great  in  his  Father’s  eyes,  and  why  he 
is  thus  accepted  and  thus  rewarded  by  him  ;  it 
was  becaufe  in  all  h t  declared  his  Father's  right- 
eoufnefs.  He  rendered  to  God  the  glory  which 
was  due  unto  his  name.  He  glorified  his  Fa¬ 
ther  on  earth,  and  therefore  his  Father  olorifies 
him  in  heaven.*  ° 


Tnere  a.e  thou.ands  that  tails  of  trufting  in  the  righteoufnefs  of 
C.mft  who  hate  his  righteoufnefs  with  all  their  hearts.  They  pretend 
to  bu.ld  all  their  hopes  on  his  merit,  when  that,  in  him,  which  waa  fo 
meritorious  in  hrs  father's  eyes,  is  the  very  abhorrence  of  their  fouls, 
l.very  carnal  unregenerate  heart  is  at  enmity  againft  the  divine  law 
Rom  vm  7.  Butto  hate  the  divine  law,  is  to  hate  that,  in  a  conformity 
to  which  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  confided,  and  his  merit  lay.  He 
,  IS  di  fa  fief  ted  to  this  law,  ,s  therefore  equally  difaffefted  to  the  true 
and  real  ch.„a.r  of  Chrift.  He  hates  that  righteoufnefs  of  Ch  S 

entiv  °US-Ln  “*  FathCr’5  C>’eS'  A"d  “>  *  man  conflftl 

entlv  and  ready  trull  in  the  merit  of  that,  which,  in  his  eyes  has  no 

merit  in  it,  but  is  lather  altogether  odious  ?  Is  not  he,  who  denies  the 

infinite  am.ablenefs  of  the  Deity,  as  he  is  in  himfelf,  and  yet  pretends 

to  truft  m  the  nghteouinefs  of  Chrift,  which  confided  in  tmatfng  God 

»“““e  being,  guilty  of  the  moft  ignorant  and  ftupid 
ftif-contiadtflion  ?  What  then  is  it,  that  men  do  truft  in,  to  whom  'he 
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Our  revolt  from,  God,  in  this  lower  world3 
had  been  an  open,  publick,  practical  declara¬ 
tion,  in  the  fight  of  the  whole  intelle&ual  fyf- 
tem,  “  that  the  infinitely  glorious  Majefty  of 
heaven  and  earth,  was  not  worthy  to  be  loved 
and  obeyed  by  his  creature  man,  as  his  law  re¬ 
quired  :  Nor  fliould  we  deferve,  nor  need  we 
fear,  that  we  fliould  be  punifhed  according  to 
his  law,,  if  we  did  rebel.” 

Love  to  the  Deity,  in  the  Governour  of  the 
world,  awakened  infinite  refentment.  And  to 
bear  teftimony  againft  this  infinitely  impious  and 
wicked  infult,  all  the  human  race  were  doomed 
to  eternal  death.  Thus  was  the  wrath  of  God 
revealed  from  heaven. 

The  interpofition  of  the  Son  of  God  in  our 
nature,  to  obey  and  die  in  the  room  of  rebel¬ 
lious,  guilty  man,  was  a  praBical  acknowledge¬ 
ment  made,  in  the  moft  publick  manner,  in  the 
fight  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  in  a  manner  the 
moil  honorary  to  the  Deity, }'•  that  God  was  as 
worthy  to  be  loved  and  obeyed,  as  the  law  fup- 
pofed  ;  and  our  difaffeftion  and  rebellion,  as 
great  an  evil  :  And  that  therefore  the  law,  in 
all  its  ftriflnefs,  and  with  all  its  curfes,  is  holy, 
jufl:  and  good.”  Thus  God’s  dignity  was  af- 

Gofpel  is  entirely  hid  ?  What  is  the  Chrift  they  love  ?  And  what  do 
thcvmean  by  his  rigbteoufnefs  and  merit  ?  Why,  one  man  believes  that 
the  law  is  abated  :  And  (his  gives  him  comfort  :  Another  believes  there 
is  fornvenefs  with  God  for  impenitent  Tinners  :  And  this  gives  him 
hope  :  And  another  believes  his  fins  in  particular,  are  forgiven  :  And 
this  »ivcs  him  joy  more  abundantly.  And  each  one  calls  his  belief 
faith  in  Chrjjl ,  when  it  is  the  belief  of  adie.  And  each  one  thinks  he 
loves  Chrift  and  trufts  in  his  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  he  loves  and  trufto 
in  his  own  lie.  For  a  lie  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  confidence  of  every 
carnal  man  ;  and  a  lie,  which  the  divine  law,  were  it  fet  home,  would* 

Rom.vii.  7,  8, 
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ferted,  his  authority  owned,  the  righteoufnefs  of 
his  government  declared,,  his  moral  character 
vindicated,  and  fin  condemned,  and  in  the 
whole  the  glory  given  unto  God  which  was  due 
unto  his  name.  This  pleafed  the  holy  Govern- 
our  of  the  univerfe.  He  finelt  a  fweet  favour 
in  this  facrifice,  exalted  his  Son,  and  became 
propitious  to  a  guilty  race  through  him*  For 
now  he  might  be  jiijl ,  and  the  jujlijier  of  him 
which  believeth  in  Jefus .  Rom.  iii.  25,  26. 

He  might  be  jujl ..  Juft  to  the  rights  of  the 
Godhead,  to*  the  honour  of  his  law  and  govern¬ 
ment  and  facred  authority,  tbefe  being  all  ef¬ 
fectually  fecured.  Nay,  to  become  propitious 
to  a  guilty  world,  as  a  reward  of  Chrift’s  merit* 
was  an  honour,  an  infinite  honour  to  his  Son, 
who  had  honoured  him,;  and  fo  was  to  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God  the  Father  :  For  if  the  Son  is  hon¬ 
oured,  for  honouring  the  Father,  it  is  all  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father .  Phil.  i.  6 — 11.  To 
beftow  eternal  life,  on  the  foot  of  law,  in  tefti- 
mony  of  his  approbation,  when  his  creatures,  by 
fupreme  love  and  honour,  and  univerfal  obedi¬ 
ence  to  him,  praftically  acknowledge  him  to  be 
God  and  Lord,  is  altogether  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father.  Even  fo  it  was  in  this  cafe 
alfo..  And  thus  God  might  be  juft,  even  as 
juft  to  his  own  honour,  in  every  point  of  view, 
in  juftifying  him  that  believeth,  in  Jefus,  as  he 
would  have  been,  in  the  beftowment  of  eternal 
life,  as  a  reward  to  perfeCl  obedience,  had  man 
remained  loyal  to  his  Sovereign.  For  not  only 
was  the  curfe  removed.;  but  even  the  bleffimg 
itfelf  was  merited.  And  while  bellowed^  ajs  & 
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reward  to  him,  whofe  merit  lay  in  glorifying  his 
F  ather  on  earth,  the  very  beftowment  of  the 
bleffing,  was  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 
And  thus  God  might  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier 
of  him,  which  believeth  in  Jefus. 

Which  believeth  in  Jefus.  Who,  in  a  view  of 
the  glory  of  the  divine  nature,  and  the  excellen¬ 
cy  of  the  divine  law,  and  confcious  to  the  inex- 
cufablenefs  and  infinite  criminality  of  his  dif- 
affedion  and  rebellion,  believes  that  the  Son  of 
God  hath  become  incarnate,  lived  and  died,  for 
the  ends  already  mentioned,  and  in  this  belief 
is  encouraged  and  emboldened  in  his  name  to 
return  and  come  to  God  ;  to  come  to  God 
through  him.  For,  to  come  to  God  by  Chrift, 
Heb.  vii.  25,  in  the  name  of  Chrifl ,  Joh.  xvi. 
23,  believing  on  his  name,  Joh  i.  12,  and  to 
have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  hollef  by  the  blood 
of  Jefus,  Heb.  x.  g,  are  all  expreffions  of  the 
fame  import. 

Heavenly  things  cannot  be  fully  reprefented 
by  things  earthly  ;  however,  our  conceptions  of 
the  nature  of  Chrift’s  mediation  may  be  a  little 
affifted  by  fuch  a  fimilitude  as  this.  Suppofe 

A  father  of  an  unblemifhed  chara&er,  admi¬ 
rably  {killed  in  the  art  of  government,  at  the  head 
of  a  numerous  family  of  children,  wife  and  up¬ 
right  and  kind  in  all  his  conduft  towards  them; 
in  a  word,  fuppofe  his  charafler  without  a  blem- 
ifh,  and  his  government  without  a  fault.  In 
this  cafe,  there  can  arife  no  difaffeftion  to  his 
perfon  or  government  among  his  children,  un- 
lefs  the  fault  be  wholly  on  their  fide.  For  it  is 
fuppofed  there  is  no  fault  on  his.  His  eldefl: 


V  . 
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fon  grows  proud  and  haughty,  loves  bad  com™ 
pany,  and  turns  debauchee.  Mean  while,  he 
naturally  becomes  difaffeCted  to  his  fathers 
character  and  government,  and  difrelifhes  all  his 
ways.  At  length  lie  rifes'  in  open  rebellion, 
leaves  his  fathers  houfe,  and  feeks  another 
home,  and  blackens  his  father’s  name  wherev¬ 
er  he  goes.  He  is  blamed  by  the  neighbours, 
and  he  juftifies  himfelf ;  but  all  he  fays  in  his 
own  vindication  is  to  his  father’s  condemna¬ 
tion  :  For  he  can  fay  not  one  word  to  juftify 
his  own  conduCl,  but  which  at  leaft  implicitly 
declares  the  fault  to  be  in  his  father.  For  if 
his  father  is  wholly  right,  he  is  wholly  wrong. 
A  felf-juftifying  fpirit  therefore  in  him  is  molt 
provoking  to  his  father.  But  as  his  difaffeftion 
is  great,  he  entertains  a  very  ill  idea  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  charafter,  and  is  heartily  at  enmity  againft 
his  government,  and  it  is  as  natural  to  juftify 
himfelf  and  declaim  againft  his  father’s  conduCt, 
as  it  is  to  breathe.  And  let  any  man  appear  a 
hearty  friend  to  his  father,  vindicate  his  char¬ 
acter,  and  juftify  all  his  conduCt,  he  feels  him* 
felf  reproached,  and  in  a  rage  is  ready  to  rife 
and  revenge  himfelf  ;  and  proteftshe  never  will 
be  reconciled  to  his  father,  and  live  at  home,  un- 
lefs  he  will  alter  his  whole  plan  of  government, 
and  bring  down  the  orders  of  his  family  to  his 
tafte.  But  as  the  father  is  confcious  there  is 
no  fault  on  his  ftde  ;  fo  it  appears  to  him  incon- 
fiftent  with  his  own  honour,  and  with  the  gener¬ 
al  good  of  his  family,  to  alter  in  one  fingle  point. 
44  For,”  fays  he,  44  my  rebellious  fon  is  altogether 
to  blame  ;  and  there  is  need  of  alteration  in 
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none  but  him.”  Thus  ftands  the  controverfy. 
Should  he  in  a  delirium  believe  his  father’s  char- 
a£ler  entirely  altered,  and  that  he  was  become 
altogether  love  to  him,  rebellious  as  he  is,  the 
delufion  might  give  him  joy,  and  confirm  his 
vicious  temper,  both  at  once.'  Should  one  un¬ 
dertake  to  be  a  mediator,  under  a  notion  the 
father  was  partly  to  blame,  a  little  too  rigid,  it 
might  pleafe  the  fon,  but  it  would  be  an  affront 
to  the  father  ;  and  fuch  a  mediator  would  lofe 
all  his  influence  in  a  moment.  He  would  be 
looked  upon  as  taking  the  wrong  fide,  and  coun¬ 
tenancing  wickednefs  ;  a  minifter  of  fin,  one 
that  hated  righteoufnefs  and  loved  iniquity.  No 
mediator  could  find  acceptance,  but  one  who 
fhouid  moft  explicitly  declare  the  father  to  be 
wholly  right,  and  the' rebellious  fon  to  be  whol¬ 
ly  wrong.  Nor  could  his  mediation  be  of  any 
influence  to  procure  a  pardon,  any  further  than 
it  tended  to  affert  the  father’s  injured  charafler, 
and  vindicate  hisabufed  government,  and  eftab- 
lifh  his  affronted  authority,  and  humble  and  re¬ 
claim  his  haughty  ruined  child.  Nor  could 
any  repentance  be  ever  looked  upon  fincere,  or 
any  reconciliation  be  efteemed  genuine,  in  the 
rebellious  fon,  but  what  fhouid  have  its  foun¬ 
dation  in  thorough  conviftion,  that  his  father’s 
character  and  government  were  wholly  right  ; 
and  his  own  temper  and  conduft,  from  firft  to 
laft,  entirely  wrong.  An  entire  alteration  in  the 
ftate  of  his  mind  would  therefore  be  abfolutely 
neceffary,  to  the  end  his  father’s  charafter  and 
government  might  appear  in  their  native  beauty. 
And  as  foon  as  ever  he  begins  to  fee  the  beau> 
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ty  of  his  father’s  charafter  and  government,  he 
will  begin,  with  all  his  heart,  to  take  all  the 
blame  to  himfelf  :  And  be  ready,  with  the  prod¬ 
igal  fon,  to  fay.  Father ,  I  have  finned  againfi 
heaven ,  and  in  thy  fight,  and  am  no  more  zuort/iy 
to  be  called  thy  fon .  And  now  he  will  be  glad 
to  return,  if  he  may.  But, 

A  crime  may  be  too  great  to  be  forgiven, mere¬ 
ly  upon  repentance,  let  the  criminal  be  ever  fo 
penitent.  Thus  a  wilful  murderer  mult  be  put 
to  death,  let  him  be  everfo  forry  for  his  crime. 
And  thus,  a  prince,  lately  married  to^a  poor 
maid,  who,  notwithftanding  all  her  obligations 
to  fidelity,  foon  after  marriage,  to  his  great  re¬ 
proach,  proflitutes  herfelf  to  the  meaneft  wretch 
in  the  kingdom,  is  obliged  in  honour  to  himfelf 
and  to  his  kingdom  to  put  tier  away,  let  her 
penitency  be  ever  fo  great.  Pardon  cannot  be 
granted  in  fuch  cafes,  merely  upon  repentance. 
Something  further  is  plainly  needful.  But  thefe 
inftances  fall  infinitely  below  the  cafe  they  are 
defigned  to  reprefent.  For,  in  the  fight  of  God, 
a  finner,  ever  fo  penitent  for  his  crimes,  dcferves 
fo  much  to  be  call  off  forever,  that  infinite  wif- 
dom,  goodnefs  and  re&itude,  judged,  he  could 
not  honourably  be  pardoned  and  received  to 
favour,  unlefs  the  Son  of  God  himfelf  would 
become  incarnate,  and  (land,  and  obey,  and  die 
in  his  ftead.  Penitency  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
fufficient  atonement  for  our  fins,  that  merely  the 
defedhs  attending  the  deepefl:  repentance  of  the 
moft  humble,  broken-hearted  faint  on  earth,  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  that  perfect  rule  of  right,  merit 
eternal  damnation.  There  is  no  hope  therefore 
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in  the  cafe  of  a  penitent  {inner,  abfolutely  no 
hope  at  all,  but  what  arifesfrom  the  atonement, 
merits  and  mediation  of  Chrift,  and  the  free 
grace  of  God  through  him,  as  revealed  in  the 
Gofpel. 

This  view  of  the  mediation  of  Chrift,  may 
help  us  to  underftand  the  following  fcripture 
phrafes.  Joh.  iii.  17.  God  fent  his  Son ,  that  the 
world  through  him  might  be  favcd .  -  1  Joh.  iv.  g. 
That  we  might  have  life  through  him .  Joh.  xx. 
31.  Have  life  through  his  name.  Rom.  vi.  23. 
The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jefus 
Chrif.  A61  s  x.  43.  Through  his  name  whofoev - 

er  beheveth  in  him  fiall  receive  remiffion  of  fins . 
1  Cor.  vi,  .11.  Jujlifed  in  the  name  oj  the 
Lord  Jefus.  Rom.  v.  1.  Have  peace  with  God 
through  him.  Ver.  g.  Saved  from  wrath  through 
him .  Joh.  xiv.  6.  He  is  the  way  to  the  Father , 
and  no  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  him . 
Joh.  x.  g.  I  am  the  door.  By  me  if  any  man 
enter  in.  Joh.  xvi.  23.  Afk  the  Father  in  my 
name.  Ileb.  vii.  25.  Come  to  God  by  him.  1 
Pet.  i.  21.  By  him  do  believe  in  God.  Heb.  x. 
*9?  20.  Boldncfs  to  enter  into  the  holief  by  the 
Hood  of  Jefus .  By  a  new  and  living  way ,  which 
he  hath  confecr ate d  for  us.  Eph.  ii.  18.  Through 
him  have  acccfs  to  the  Father.'  Chap.  v.  20.  Giv¬ 
ing  thanks  always  for  all  things  unto  God  and  the 
Father ,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrif . .  1 
Pet.  ii.  5,  Offer  up  fpiritual  facrijices  acceptable 
to  God  by  JeJus  Chrif.  Eph.  i.  6.  Made  us  ac¬ 
cepted  in  the  beloved.  2  Cor.  v.  18,  19.  God . 
hath  reconciled  us  unto  himfelf  by  Jefus  Chrif. 
God  was  in  Chrif  reconciling. the  world  to  himfelf 
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For  as  the  mediation  of  Chrift  was  defined 
to  fecure  the  divine  honour,  and  open  a  °way 
for  the  exercife  of  divine  grace,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father,  and  as  he  hath  finifhed  the 
work  appointed  him  to  do  ;  fo  through  him 
God  can,  confiftentiy  with  his  honour,  call  and 
invite  a  guilty  world  to  return  and  be  reconcil¬ 
ed,  and  can  hand  ready  to  pardon  and  receive 
to  favour,  and  give  eternal  life  to  all  that  come 
to  him  in  Ghrift  s  name.  And  whofoever  fhall 
hear  God’s  call,  underhand  and  believe  the 
Gofpel,  may  fee  fufficient  warrant  to  come,  may 
have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holiejl  hy  the  blood 
of  Jefus,  to  come  to  God  by  him  ;  and  fuch  fhall 
be  julhned  in  his  name,h<te.\y  by  divine  grace 
through  the  redemption  which  is  in  Chnjl  Jefus 
be  accepted  themlelves  in  the  beloved,  and  their 
Spiritual  facrifices  be  acceptable  to  God  by  him 
and  through  him  they  may  have  peace  with  God* 
and  rejoice  in  hope-  of  the  glory  of  God.  And* 
whatfoever  theyafk  in  his  name  fhall  be  granted. 

ror  through  him  they  may  have  accefs  to  God 
And, 

The  fame  view  of  the  glory  of  the  holy  Maj- 

°/  h.cave"  and  earth,  which  brings  us  to  fee, 

rr  dGaC  anG  n,ls  aw  are  wholly  right,  and  our 
iiUfiection  and  rebellion  wholly  wrong,  and  in- 

mitely  criminal,  and  fo  to  lee  our  need  of  Chrill’s 

nediation,  nghteoufnefs  and  atonement  ;  at  the 

ame  time  difeovers  God  to  be  the  fupreme 

ood,  and  the  Gofpel  to  he  true.  In  confe- 

uence  o,  wnich,  it  appears  our  highelt  duty 

no  higheit  mtereft  to  return  to  God,  the  fitteft 

ud  happieft  thing  m  the  world.  This  begets 
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an  inclination  to  return  to  God  as  our  fovereign 
Lord  and  fupreme  good.  And  fo  a  foundation 
for  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  towards 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  for  every  filial  grace, 
is  at  once  laid  in  the  foul. 

We  return  to  God  in  Chrijl's  name ,  confcious 
that  eternal  deftruQion  is  our  juft  defert.  Our 
courage,  our  boldnefs,  even  all  our  hope  of  ac¬ 
ceptance,  is  from  the  mere  grace  and  infinite 
goodnefs  of  God  through  jefus  Chrift.  Hell 
our  due,  we  look  only  to  f  ree  grace  through  the 
redemption  which  is  in  Jefus  Chrijl,  Our  whole 
dependence  refts  here  :  And  this  is  what  St. 
Paul  calls,  Faith  in  Chrijl's  blood .  It  implies  an 
underftanding  and  belie!  of  the  report  of  the 
Gofpel,  as  to  the  nature  of  Chrift’s  mediatorial 
office  and  work,  and  an  exercife  of  heart  to¬ 
wards  the  Mediator,  anfwerable  to  the  nature  of 
his  office  and  work,  called  receiving  him ,  and 
believing  in  his  name  ;  and  denoted  by  thofe 
phrafes  fo  often  ufed  in  the  New  Teftament, 
when  (peaking  of  a  finner’s  coming  to  God,  by 
Chrijl ,  through  Chrijl ,  in  the  name  of  Chrift . 
Lor  to  come  to  God  by  C1irif9  through  Cnoijf 
in  the  name  of  Chrijl ,  and  by  faith  in  Chrijl's 

blood ,  are  all  of  the  lame  import. 

To  fay,  that  faith  confifts  in  “  the  bare  beliei 
of  the  bare  truth,”  without  admitting  any  other 
idea  into  its  definition,  does  not  come  up  to  the 
plain  purport  of  thefe  phrafes,  which  evidently 
denote  a  dependence  on  him  as  Mediator.  To 
come  to  God  in  his  name ,  by  him  and  through 
him ,  who  is  the  appointed  Mediator  between 
God  and  man,  is  not  only  to  believe  him  to  be 
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fuck,  but  alfo  to  be  affcEled  towards  him  as  fuck, 
in  all  our  approaches  to  God.  It  is  not  only  to 
believe  Aim  to  be  the  Meffiah ,  but,  to  believe  in 
his  name  as  fuch,  and  to  have  boldnefs  to  enter 
into  the  holiejl  by  his  blood  .* 

*  Objeft.  To  come  to  God  in  the  name  of  Chrijl  is  the  fruit  of  faith,  and 
not  that  faith  itfelf  by  which  we  are  juftified,  He  who  believes  the 
Gofpel  to  be  true  has  the  whole  of  that  which  the  New  Teftament 
means  by  juftifying  faith.  He  will  come  to  Chrijl,  and  come  to  God  in  the 
name  of  Chrijl  ;  but  thefc  are  the  fruits  of  faith,- and  not  faith  itfelf. 

Anfw,  I  grant  thefe  are  the  fruits  of  faith.  That  is,  the  fruits  of  a 
belief  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel.  But  the  qucftion  is  hill  undetermin¬ 
ed,  which  is  this.  Docs  not  the  New  Tellament  mean  to  comprehend 
this  belief  and  thefe  fruits  of  it,  in  juftifying  faith.  ?  Or  does  this  belief 
juftify  a  (inner  prior  to  thefe  effefts  ?  Our  Saviour  faid,  Ye  mill  not  come 
to  me  that  ye  might  have  life.  If  a  bare  belief  '.hat  he  was  the  Mefliah  en- 
titled  to  eternal  life,  then  one  who  believed  this,  had  a  title  to  eternal 
bfe  before  he  came  to  him,  and  if  fo,  he  had  no  need  to  come  to  him 
that  he  might  have  hte.  Our  Saviour  directed  his  difciples  to 'aft  all 
tbmgs  of  the  Father  in  his  name.  'He  alfo  taught  them  every  day  to  pray, 

r°u^aecS  °Ur  debtS'  Qucr>V  How  can  vve  S°  t0  God  ip  the  name  of 
v^hnit,  tor  the  pardon  of  daily  traafgreflions,  if  pardon  is'not  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  this  way.  .  If  pardon  ishad  by  a  bare  belief  of  the  bare  truth.” 

ru  *aC  inCt  *  r  tlulh  to  afk  for  pardon  in  the  name  of 

Chnlt,  becaufe  we  are  pardoned  already.  And  fo  we  are  never  to  afk 

pardon  in  the  name  of  Chrift  at  all.  Before  we  believe'  the  Gofpel  we 
cannot  do  it  :  And  when  we  believe  the  Gofpel,  it  is  too  late  ;  for  wc 
are  pardoned  already.  And  if  we  fin,  as  we  daily  do,  we  mud  never 
,  ^  God^n  the  name  of  Chrift  for  pardon,  repent  and  pray ,  looking 

toward  tue  hoty  temple,  as  the  Jews  were  direfted  to  do,  1  Kin/viii  but 
only  believe  the  Gofpel  to  be  true.  That  is,  believe  that  there  is*  for- 
givenefs  with  God  through  the  atonement.  But  we  are  not  to  fay 
Have  mercy  upon  me,  0  God,  according  to  thy  loving,  hindnefs  ;  according  to 
the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out  my  tranfgrtffions.  For  this  is 
fomethmg  more  than  “  a  bare  belief  of  the  bare  truth.”  And  fo  is  not 
proper  in  order  to  obtain  pardon.  And  fo  neither  at  firft  conver- 
ton,  nor  through  the  courfe  of  our  lives,  have  we  any  occafion  nor 
ougnt  we  to  look  up  to  God  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  pray,  fa’ying 

in  fhis  h  d(bU’  aWC  muft  °nly  b?,ieVC  the  GofPel  a^d 

.<  Da(r..,„  ac<=f)rding  Jo  Mr.  Sandeman,  we  are*to  be  perfe&ly 

In  •  n°Taa’  exertl0n>  exercife  of  the  human  mind,”  is  to  be 

man  !  K  i/Sf  ,3t  firft  converfion  and  afterwards  is,  he 

g  lS,  to  be  obtained  in  the  fame  way.  letters  on  Therm,  p.  418.  A 

faith^  nFor°T  Ied  Mr-  Sandcman  to  this  wrong  notion  of 

CndVn/r  lf  tbls  ,s.the  fum  of  the  Gofpel,  “  There  is  forgivenefs  with 
oenfpd  imPf",ten6  jjpncrs,  through  the  atonement,  to  be  by  God  dif- 
fn"f d  a  G^^°  hls  Sovereign  pleafure,in  a  fovereign  way  Then, 
n  he  nature  of  th.ng,  there  is  ground  oSly  for  a  pafllve  beHef  of  thU 
truth.  There  is  m  faft  no  room  for  any  ««  Aft,  exertion  or  exercife 
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Should  a  foldier,  belonging  to  the  army  of 
prince  Ferdinand,  heal  away  into  the  Pruffian 
camp,  and  attempt  to  murder  that  noble  hero, 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  to  whole  glory  prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  is  mofc  firmly  attached.  Should  this 
wicked  foldier  be  apprehended,  condemned  to 
die,  and  brought  forth  to  the  gallows.  And 
while  both  armies  are  affembled  to  fee  the  exe¬ 
cution,  and  agreed  to  cry,  u  Away  with  fuch  a 
vile  fellow  from  the  earth,  he  is  not  fit  to  live,” 
fhould  prince  Ferdinand  hep  forth,  and  before 
all  the  multitude  juftify  the  law  by  which  he  is 
condemned  to  die,  and  offer  a  ranfom  for  his 
life  to  the  acceptance  of  his  Pruffian  majefty  ; 
and  then  turning  to  this  wicked  foldier,  fhould 
he  declare,  “  O  guilty  wret,ch,  repent  of  this 
thy  wickednefs,  and  on  thy  knees  afk  pardon  of 
his  Pruffian  majefly  in  my  name,  and  thy  fin 
fh all  be  blotted  out  Would  not  the  meaning 
of  the  words  be  eafy  to  the  underftanding  of  all 
the  affembled  multitude.  Not  his  repentance, 
nor  his  afking  pardon  in  prince  Ferdinand’s  name, 
do  in  the  leaft  counterbalance  his  crime,  or  pay 
a  ranfom  for  his  life.  Prince  Ferdinand’s  me¬ 
diation,  ranfom  and  declaration,  are  the  foie 
foundation  of  hope  to  the  guilty  wretch.  Em¬ 
boldened  by  thefe,  he  falls  at  his  Pruffian  maj- 
efly’s  feet,  and  with  a  penitent  heart,  looks  up 
to  him  for  pardon  in  prince  Ferdinand’s  name. 

of  the  human  mind,”  in  the  affair.  But  if  the  Gofpel  reveals  God  as 
ready  to  he  reconciled  to  all  that  come  to  him  in  the  name  of  Chrift, 
then  no  fooner  do  I  believe  the  Gofpel  to  be  true,  but  I  alfo  come  to 
him  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  As  to  what  is  implied  in  the  declaration  of 
the  Gofpel,  See  Seft.  VII.  and  VIII.  If  it  fhould  appear,  that  there  is 
no  forgivenefs  with  God  for  impenitent  Tinners,  while  fuch,  Mr.  San- 
deman’s  feheme  muft  be  eileemed  fundamentally  wrong. 
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And,  in  this  way,  is  forgiven,  Amply  on  prince 
Ferdinand’s  account.*  But  no  fimilitude  from 
earthly  things  can  fully  reach  the  cafe  before  us, 
becaufe  the  infinite  dignity  of  the  great  King 
of  the  univerfe,  againft  whom  we  have  re¬ 
belled,  not  only  renders  our  part,  but  even  our 
prefent  guilt,  infinitely  great.  The  true  con¬ 
vert  therefore  not  only  deferves  eternal  damna¬ 
tion  in  thehigheft  exercifes  of  repentance,  every 
whit  as  much  as  he  did  before,  according  to 
law  and  ftrift  juftice  :  But  alfo deferves  eternal 
damnation  afrefh  for  the  imperfections  attend¬ 
ing  His  very  repentance.  The  blood  of  Chrift, 
and  the  gracious  declarations  of  the  Gofpel,  are 
therefore  in  an  eminent  and  peculiar  fenfe,the  on- 


•  *  But  fnculd  the  wicked  foldier  be  too  ftomachful  to  fall  upon  his 
knees  and  a(k  pardon  in  prince  Ferdinand’s  name,  his  belief,  that  m 
tms  way  pardon  might  be  obtained,  would  not  entitle  him  to  it,  but 
rather  render  him  the  moft  inexcul'able  man  alive.  So  had  an  Ifraelitc, 
bmen  with  a  fiery  terpen t,  believed,  that  whofoever  looked  up  to  the 
brazen  ferpent  fhould  be  healed,  but  not  defiring  a  cure,  fhould  he  re- 
fufe  to  look  up,  his  belief  would  not  have  healed  him.  So  had  Peter’s 
hearers,  on  the  day  of  pentecoft,  when  pricked  at  the  heart  to  think 
they  had  murdered  the  Meffiah,  refufed  to  repent  and  be  baptized  in  the 
name  of  Jtfus  Unijl ,  notwithstanding  the  call  they  had,  their  belief  that 
he  was  the  Meffiah,  and  that  there  was  forgivenefs  with  God  through 
his  name,  would  not  have  entitled  them  to  pardon.  And  therefore 

7-  ,  bchef  of  the  bare  truth”  is  not  the  whole  of  what  is  compriz* 

ed  in  the  fcripttue  notion  of  juftifying  faith.  But,  fays  Mr.  Sandeman, 

•  l Letters  on  Flieron,  p.  417,)  “  If  more  than  a  bare  perfuafion  of  the 
truth  be  admitted  as  rcquifite  to  juftiftcalion,”  the  whole  of  Chriftianitv 
is  overthrown  :  To  which  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  Peter  made  rebenU 

'  ,(yirju-  kActB  u-  3B-  an<5  19.  But  fays  Mr.  Sandeman,  “  The 
nor  ere  pendent  may  be  faved  without  any  Chrift  or  atonement  at  all.” 

p.  89 ,  &c.  No.  Peter  not  only  laid,  Repent ,  but  alfo  be  baptized  in  the 
name  of  JefusChrrjijnr  the  remjjcn  of  fins.  And  conftantly  affirmed,  that 
he.e  is  no  other  name  thereby  rue  mujl  be  faved.  Peter’s  penitents  there- 
fore  could  be  faved  only  in  the  name  of  Chrift.  But  to  fay,  that  re. 
pen ta nee  is  before  forgivenefs,  overthrows  the  whole  Gofpel,  in  Mr 
Landeman  s  view  ;  and  indeed  it  does  overthrow  his  whole  Gofpel* 
v,z-.  «  lorgiventf,  with  God  through  the  atooeme.u  for  im¬ 

penitent  fin  tiers  .while  Inch  before  any  afl,  exercife,  or  exertion  of  the 

*mnd.  But  of  this  more  in  Se&.  V.  and  VIII. 
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ly  foundation  of  hope,  there  is  in  his  cafe.  But 
of  this  more  afterwards. 

VII.  If  the  defign  of  Chrift’s  mediatorial 
office,  labours  and  fufferings,  was  to  do  honour 
to  the  divine  law,  and  if  hereby  he  has  opened 
a  way  for  the  honourable  exercife  of  divine 
grace  towards  finners  ;  then  on  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  every  motive,  every  encouragement  to 
repentance  for  fin,  and  a  hearty  reconciliation 
to  God,  is  collefled  and  brought  to  a  point. 
God  is  declared  to  be  an  abfolutely  perfefr, 
an  infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  infinite¬ 
ly  worthy  of  fupreme  love  and  honour  and  uni- 
verfal  obedience  :  The  divine  law  is  declared 
to  be  holy,  juft,  good  and  glorious  :  Our  diC- 
affeftion  and  rebellion  to  be  altogether  ground- 
Jefs,  and  infinitely  criminal  :  And  yet  we  have 
the  fulled  proof,  that  God  is  ready  to  forgive, 
through  the  blood  of  his  own  Son,  all  thofe  who 
repent  and  return  to  him,  in  the  name  of  Chrift. 
In  which,  all  the  motives  and  encouragements  to 
repentance  and  reconciliation  are  virtually  com- 
prifed.  Had  the  Son  of  God  died,  becaufe 
the  law  was  too  fevere,  to  purchafe  abatements, 
&c.  the  crofs  of  Chrift  itfelf,  had  juftified  our 
difaffe&ion  to  that  perfefft  rule  of  right,  and  ouc 
enmity  to  the  divine  charafter  therein  exhibit¬ 
ed.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  had  declared,  that  we 
were  right,  and  that  God  was  wrong.  But  when 
he  obeys  the  law  himfelf,  and  in  his  own  body 
bears  its  curfe  on  the  tree,  in  our  room  and 
ftead,  becaufe  the  law  was  good,  to  do  it  hon¬ 
our  ;  if  we  (till  objeft,  we  have  no  cloke  for 
our  fin.  Nay,  we  mu  ft  give  up  our  obje&ion?* 
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or  renounce  Chriftianity.  To  believe  the  Gof- 
pel  to  be  true,  is  to  give  up  all  our  obje&ions 
as  impious  and  blafphemous  ^  to  acknowledge 
God  to  be  wholly  right,  and  take  all  the  blame 
to  ourfelves.  To  come  cordially  into  the  im¬ 
port  of  Ch rift’s  death,  is  to  look  upon  God  as 
infinitely  glorious,  and  ourfelves  as  infinitely 
odious.  Truths  fealed  by  that  blood  which 
made  atonement,  and  opened  a  way  for  our 
pardon.  And  if  God  is  infinitely  worthy  of 
fupreme  love  and  honour  and  univerfiil  obedi¬ 
ence  ;  and  if  we  never  had  any  reafon  to  be 
difaffedied,  to  him  ;  and  if  our  rebellion  from 
firft  to  iaft,  has  been  entirely  groundlefs,  nay  in¬ 
finitely  criminal  ;  and  if  yet  after  all,  God  is 
ready  to  forgive  us  on  Cbrift’s  account,  and  in¬ 
vites  us  to  return  and  be  reconciled  through 
him,  and  offers  in  this  way  to  become  our  God 
and  Father  forever ;  what  farther,  by  way  of  mo¬ 
tive  or  encouragement,  can  be  prefented  before 
our  minds,  to  induce  us  to  repent  and  be  con¬ 
verted,  to  return  and  be  reconciled  to  God  ? 
And  yet,  all  this  is  fet  in  the  ftrongeft  point  of 
light,  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  if  he  died  becaufe 
the  law  was  good,  to  do  it  honour.  Compare 
Rom.  iii.  25,  26.  and  2  Cor.  v.  20,  21*. 

There  can  now  therefore  be  nothing  but  our 
difinclination  to  a  reconciliation  to  God,  that 
can  be  as  a  bar  in  the  way  of  our  return.  For, 
on  God’s  fide,  all  things  are  ready ,  and  he  in¬ 
vites  us  to  come.  His  oxen  and  fading  s  are  kill- 
eel  ;  the  feaft  is  prepared,  the  doors  of  his  houfe, 
the  gates  of  heaven  are  open,  and  we,  apoftate 
hell-deferving  rebels?  have  not  only  free  liberty 
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to  return  to  our  allegiance,  but  are  urged,  are 
befeeched,  and  that  by  God  himfelf  and  by  his 
Son,  to  be  reconciled.  Every  beauty  meets  in 
the  divine  charaQer,  and  every  excellency  in 
his  government  ;  our  difaffe&ion  is  not  only 
ground] efs,  but  infinitely  criminal  ;  and  all  this 
is  declared,  is  fealed  and  confirmed,  by  the  ve¬ 
ry  blood  that  was  fhed  to  make  atonement* 
Nothing  therefore  can  keep  us  back  but  our 
own  hearts,  nor  can  the  fault  be  any  where  but 
in  ourfelves.  How  inexcufable  our  guilt,  how 
aggravated  our  damnation,  if,  after  all,  we  refufe 
to  return  and  be  reconciled  ! 

Should  any  fay,  66  I  do  look  upon  the  divine 
law,  holy,  juft  and  good  :  And  I  feel  reconcil¬ 
ed  to  God.”  Well:  But  how  came  this  to  pafs  ? 
65  I  believed  myfelf  delivered  from  the  curie, 
and  that  God  was  reconciled  to  me.”  If  this 
is  all,  you  are  ftill  blind  and  dead  to  the  import 
of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  which  declares  the  divine 
-chara&er  to  be  perfect  in  beauty,  and  his  law 
to  be  holy,  juft  and  good,  previous  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  our  being  pardoned  ;  and  that  our 
difaffeftion  to  the  divine  chara&er  and  govern¬ 
ment  was  inexcufable  and  infinitely  criminal  ; 
and  would  have  remained  fo,  had  we  never 
been  forgiven.  It  is  not  the  divine  character 
and  government,  therefore,  you  are  reconciled 
to  ;  but  the  whole  of  your  reconciliation  con- 
fifts  in  a  belief  that  you  are  fafe.  .  And  this  is 
not  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ;  it  is  only  to  love 
yourfelf.  66  But  it  is  impoffible  I  fhould  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  God  on  any  other  ground.”  That 
is,  impoffible  you  fhould  look  on  the  divine 
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character  and  government  perfect  in  beauty, 
without  a  blemifh,  although  thus  declared  to  be, 
on  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  the  declaration  feal- 
ed  with  the  blood  of  God’s  own  Son.  Chrift 
died  to  condemn  your  Jin *  to  declare  your  difaf- 
feflion  infinitely  vile  :  You  extenuate  your  fin 
and  juftify  your  difaffeftion  :  And  cry,  “  It  is 
impoffible  I  fhould  do  other-wife.”  “  Impoftt- 
bfe  to  look  upon  God  as  a  lovely  being,  on¬ 
ly  in  a  belief  of  his  love  to  you.”  Which  is 
implicitly  to  fay,  that  there  is  44  no  lovelinefs 
in  the  divine  nature,  only  on  account  of  his  love 
to  you.”  And  fo,  if  you  are  damned,  God  will 
be  no  longer  God.  Language,  not  of  a  hum¬ 
ble  penitent,  but  of  a  haughty  rebel  :  Not  har¬ 
monizing  with  the  import  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift; 
but  exaSly  the  reverfe.  For  bad  it  not  been  a 
becoming,  glorious  thing,  in  God,  to  punifh  fin 
according  to  its  defert,  the  death  of  Chrift  had 
been  entirely  needlefs. 

SECTION  V. 

Sin  an  infinite  Evil. 

AS  to  the  degree  of  faultinefs  there  is  in  fin, 
or  in  other  words,  as  to  the  degree  oi 
blame-worthinefs  there  is  in  a  creature’s  becom¬ 
ing  difaffefted  to,  and  rifing  in  rebellion  againft, 
the  infinitely  glorious  God  that  made  him,  it 
cannot  be  determined  by  the  fentiments  of  the 
rebels  themfelvesj  who  will  naturally  be  apt  to 
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extenuate  their  fault,  and  juftify  their  conduct. 
1  here  is  no  fo  eafy  and  fafe  a  way  to  deter- 
nune  tnis  point  with  exaftnefs,  as  to  appeal  to 
the  judgment  of  God,  who  knows  what  our  ob¬ 
ligations  to  obedience  precifely  are,  and  with 
the  greateft  exactitude  balances  the  degree  of 
our  biame.  And  befides,  it  is  by  his  judgment 
this  matter  is  to  be  finally  decided. 

But  the  divine  law,  which  is  a  tranfeript  of 
the  divine  nature,  and  which  expretfes  the  very 
ientiments  of  his  heart,  and  by  which  he  will 
finally  judge  the  world,  in  the  penalty  it  has 
threatened  to  the  tranfgrefifor,  exadtlv  determines 
what  God’s  judgment  is,  in  this  cafe'.  In  which 
it  is  written,  Curfied  is  every  one  that  continueth 
not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to 
do  them.  This  curfe  contains  all  that  evil,  which 
the  law  threatens,  and  which  Chrift  came  to 
deliver  us  from,  and  which  the  wicked  will  be 
doomed  to,  at  the  day  of  judgment.  What  the 
wicked  will  be  doomed  to  at  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment,  when  God  will  render  to  every  man  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  works,  our  Saviour  has  determin¬ 
ed  in  the  molt  exprefs  manner.  Matth.  xxv. 
41.  46.  Depart  firom  me,  ye  curfied,  into  ever- 
lafiing  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels. 
And  theje  Jliall  go  away  into  everlajling  punifh- 
ment  ;  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal.  It  will 
be  more  tolerable  for  fome  wicked  men  at  the 
day  of  judgment  than  for  others,  as  fome  are 
guilty  of  fewer  and  iefs  aggravated  crimes. 
Matth.  xi.  20 — 24.  But  however  different  the 
degrees  of  pain  will  be  to  different  perfons,  yet- 
the  mifery  of  each  one,  will  be  eternal  :  i,  e.  in- 
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finite  in  point  of  duration.  For  no  one  is  ever 
to  be  releafed  out  of  hell.  For  there  is  a  great 
gulf  fixed.  Luk.  xvi.  26.  And  the  fire  is  nev¬ 
er  to  be  quenched ,  and  the  worm  never  to  die. 
Mar.  ix.  44.46.48.  For  the  wicked  are  to 
be  punilhed  with  everlafiing  definition.  2 
ThelT.  i.  9.  And  as  the  divine  law  denounces 
the  curfe  for  the  firft  tranfgreflion,  for  any  one 
fin  ;  fo  there  is  confequently  no  one  breach  oi 
the  divine  law,  but  what,  in  the  judgment  of 
God,  deferves  everlafiing  mifery.  J3ut  everlafi¬ 
ing  nailery  is  an  infinite  punifhment.  And  there¬ 
fore,  in  the  judgment  of  God,  there  is  an  infinite 
evil  in  fin.  Yea,  there  is  no  one  trangreflion 
of  the  divine  law,  but  what  is  infinitely  evil. 

And  it  muff  be  remembered,  that  this  law, 
in  which  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  .threatens 
eternal  mifery  for  any  one  tranfgreflion,  for  not 
continuing  in  all  things ,  was  in  force  and  bind¬ 
ing  on  all  mankind,  antecedently  to  a  confi der¬ 
ation  of  the  gift  of  Chrift  and  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  by  him  And  was  bv  God  efteemed  to  be 
holy,  juft  and  good  :  And  the  whole  world ,  Jew 
and  Gentile,  were,  by  him,  looked  upon  as  guil¬ 
ty )  their  mouths  ftopped ,  without  excvfe ,  no  objec¬ 
tion  againft  his  law,  no  plea  in  their  own  behalf 
to  make  :  Not  one  word  to  fay.  And  in  this 
view,  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  to  die  in 
their  ftead.  To  denv  this,  is  to  renounce  the 
Gofpel.  And  all,  who  believe  that  Chrift  died 
to  lave  finners  from  the  eternal  torments  of  hell, 
mu  ft  grant,  that  antecedent  to  a  confi  deration 
of  his  death,  they  were  juttly  expo  fed  to  luch  a 
punifhment,  as  otherwife  h.s  death  for  this  end 
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had  been  needlefs.  But  if  they  were  juftly  ex- 
pofed  to  fuch  a  punifhment,  antecedently"  to  a 
confideration  of  his  death,  then  fin,  previous  to 
a  confideration  of  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel,  was 
an  infinite  evil.  But, 


I.  If  fm  is  an  infinite  evil,  antecedently  to  a 
confideration  of  the  gift  of  Chrifi,  then  God  is 
infinitely  worthy  of  fupreme  love  and  univerfal 
obedience  from  us,  confidered  merely  as  beimr 
what  he  is  in  himfelf,  and  our  Creator.  For  if 
he  is  not  infinitely  worthy,  we  cannot  be  infi¬ 
nitely  obliged.  And  if  our  obligations  are  not 
infinite,  we  cannot  be  infinitely  to  blame.  It 
is,  therefore,  the  plain  import  of  the  divine 
law,  that  the  God  who  made  us,  and  whofe  we 
are,  is  an  abfolutely  perfedi,  and  fo  an  infinitely 
glorious  and  amiable  being.  And  that,  on  this 
account,  we  are  under  infinite  obligations  to 
love  and  obey  him.  Therefore, 

i  nat  love  to  God,  which  arifes  merely  from 
fidf-love,  in  a  belief  that  Chrift  died  for  me, 
that  my  fins  arc  forgiven,  and  that  I  fhall  be 
iaved,  is  not  that  kind  of  love  which  the  divine 
law  requires,  but  a  love  effentially  different. 
For,  one  wholly  blind  to  the  beauty  of  the  di- 
/nc  nature,  and  at  enmity  to  the  divine  charac¬ 
ter  as  exhibited  in  the  law,  and  fo  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  dead  in  fin,  may  be  full  of  this  kind  of 
love,  even  .as  full  of  it,  as  the  carnal  Ifraelites 
were  of  joy  at  the  fide  of  the  Red  Sea. 

And  to  deny  that  God  is  to  be  loved  by  be¬ 
lievers,  with  that  kind  of  love  which  the  divine 
law  requires,  is  to  fay,  that  the  law  is  not  a  rule 
cu  life  to  believers  ;  it  is  to  fet  afide  the  divine 
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law  and  real  holinefs ;  and  to  fubftitute  affe&ions 
merely  felfifh  and  wholly  gracelefs  in  their  room. 
And  this  is  the  eftence  of  antinomianifm. 

It  is  true,  the  gift  of  Chrift,  confidered  as  a 
benefit  done  to  us,  lays  us  under  infinite  obli¬ 
gations  to  love  God  with  a  love  of  gratitude. 
But  at  the  fame  time,  the  very  nature  of  the 
gift  fuppoles,  that  we  were  before  under  infi¬ 
nite  obligations  to  love  God  for  his  own  ex¬ 
cellency,  and  infinitely  to  blame  for  not  lov¬ 
ing  him  ;  as  otherwife  the  gift  of  Chrift,  to  be 
a  curfe  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law, 
had  been  needlefs.  Now  pra&ically  to  deny 
the  infinite  amiablenefs  of  the  Deity,  and  our 
infinite  obligations  to  love  him,  as  fuch  ;  and 
then  to  pretend  to  love  God  for  the  gift  of  his 
Son,  is  as  though  we  fhould  fay,  «  God  does 
not  deferve  the  love  the  law  requires.  The 
law  was  therefore  an  unrighteous  law.  But 
Chrift  has  redeemed  us  from  its  curfe,  and 
we  are  glad.”  Which  declaration  would  be 

a  full  proof  of  our  enmity  to  God  and  to  his 
Son. 

II.  If  fin  is  an  infinite  evil  ;  if  not  to  love 
the  infinitely  glorious  God  our  Maker  with  all 
aur  hearts,  fo  as  from  love  to  be  perfefilly  obe- 
I.ent  to  bis  will,  in  thought,  word  and  deed,  is 
m  infinite  evil;  then  thofe  who  are  wholly 
Jhnd  to  the  holy  beauty  of  the  divine  nature,  and 
:onfequently  entirely  deftitute  of  true  love  and  ‘ 
rue  obedience,  are  in  the  fight  of  God  infinite- 
y  to  name,  for  every  thought,  word  and  afilion. 
Che  ploughing  of  the  wicked ' is  fin.  The  prayers 
f  ne  wicked  are  fin.  The  fa  cnfic&  of  the  wick. 
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ed  are  abomination  to  the  Lord.  They  are,  in 
the  whole  frame  of  their  hearts,  and  in  the 
whole  tenor  of  their  lives,  contrary  to  the 
divine  law.  Rom.  viii.  7,  8.  The  carnal  mind 
is  enmity  agaihjl  God  ;  for  it  is  not  fubjett  to  the 
law  of  God ,  neither  indeed  can  be.  So  then  they 
that  are  in  the  flefh ,  cannot  pltafe  God .  And 
ver.  g.  This  is  the  chara£ter  of  all  who  have  not 
the  fpirit  of  Chrijl.  And,  therefore,  the  whole 
frame  of  their  hearts,  and  the  whole  tenor  of 
their  lives,  is  infinitely  odious,  hateful  and  ill- 
deferving,  in  the  fight  of  God  ;  exaftly*  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  import  of  the  curfe  of  the  divine 
law.  Therefore, 

When  once  a  Tinner's  eyes  come  to  he  open¬ 
ed  really  to  view  things  as  they  in  fact  are,  his 
falfe  hopes,  his  felf-righteous  claims  will  be 
dropped  in  a  moment  ;  and  the  juftice  of  God 
in  his  damnation  be  clear  beyond  difpute. 
And  God’s  difpofition  to  punifh  fin  according 
to  law,  no  longer  appear  as  a  blemifh,  but  rath¬ 
er  as  a  beauty  in  the  divine  -character.  And, 
1  will  have  mercy  on  whom  I  will  have  mercy , 
not  an  ill,  but  rather  a  glorious  perfeQion  in 
the  Deity.  However,  the-fc  views,  and  an  an- 
lwerable  frame  of  heart,  will  not  in  the  dealt 
diminifli  his  defert  of  eternal  damnation  ; 
any  more  than  the  penitence  of  a  wilful 
murderer  will  exempt  him  from  the  gallows. 
For, 

III.  If  fin  is  an  infinite  evil,  then  he  who  is 
enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of.God  and  Jefus 
Chrift,  believes  the  Gofpel  with  all  his  heart,  re¬ 
pents  and  is  converted;  (till  deferves,  confix 
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ered  as  in  himfelf,  and  compared  with  the  law 
of  God,  that  perfect  rule  of  right,  eternal  dam¬ 
nation,  as  much  as  ever  he  did,*  becaufe  his 
prefent  goodnefs  does  not  in  the  lead  counter¬ 
balance  his  former  badnefs.  Nay,  inflead  of 
paying  paft  debts,  he  runs  continually  deeper 
into  debt  ;  as  he  ftill  falls  fhort  of  that  per- 
fe6l  love  and  obedience  which  he  owes  to 
God.  And  fo,  inftead  of  deferving  pardon  for 
old  fins,  he  merits  damnation  conltantly  by  his 
new  ones.  There  is,  therefore,  absolutely  no 
hope  in  the  cafe  of  a  true  penitent,  but  from 
the  mere  grace  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift. 
On  the  foot  of  law,  there  is  no  more  hope  in  the 
cafe  of  a  penitent  than  in  the  cafe  of  an  impenitent 
finner.  Becaufe,  according  to  law  and  ftridjuftice* 
he  deferves  to  be  damned  now,  as  much  as  he  did 
before.  For  his  repentance,  which  is  but  of  finite 
worth,  when  caft  into  the  balance  in  oppofition 

*  Some  late  writers,  in  (.heir  zeal  again! \  a  felf-righteous  fpirit,  hard¬ 
ly  dare  allow  faith  to  be  an  aft,  left  it  fhould  be  made  a  righteonfuefs  of. 
Juft  as  if  a  felf-righteous  hearer  could  not  make  a  righteoufnefs  of  a  pad 
live  as  well  as  of  an  aftive  faith,  and  be  as  proud  of  his  paftivity  as  the 
pbarifee  was  of  his  fajhng  twice  in  the  tveek.  Was  this  Paul’s  way  to 
take  down  a  proud  felf-righteous  heart,  who  was  fo  fkilful  and  migh¬ 
ty  Pu-{  down  ?  No  ;  far  from  it.  He  took 'quite  another  method,  a 
method  in  its  own  nature  apparently  iuited  to  anfwer  the  end.  It  was 
to  hold  forth  the  divine  law,  in  all  its  ftriftnefs  and  with  all  its  curfes, 
as  holy,  juft  and  good.  Witnefs  his  epiftles  to  the  Romans  and  Ga¬ 
latians.  Not  any  diftin&ion  between  active  and  paffive  was  ever  men¬ 
tioned  by  him,  or  has  the  leaft  tendency  to  humble  a  proud  heart. 
Bat  to  view  ourfelves  in  the  light  of  the  divine  law,  will  give  us  our 
true  char  after,  and  let  us  fee  juft  what  we  deferve  at  the  hands  of  God 
our  Judge,  and  our  abfolute  need  of  Chrift  and  free  grace.  It  was 
Faui  s  raaxim,  I  lie  lawn  a  JckooLmaJlcr  to  bring  us  to  Chrifl.  Nor  can 
any  man  poflibly  fee  his  need  of  Chrift,  but  by  the  law  ;  and  the  law 
ton  1  ere  as  °  y,  juft  and  good,  ! or  to  do  honour  to  the  law  as  fuch, 
was  t  e  de  ign  o.  Chrift  s  mediation,  and  that  without  which  his  me¬ 
diation  had  not  been  needful  for  the  falvation  of  Tinners.  And  by 

the  law,  the  moft  holy  and  a&ive  faint  needs  Chrift  as  much  as  ths’1 
chief  of  miners. 
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to  his  guilt,  which  is  infinite,  is  lighter  than  if 
the  fmalleft  atom  of  matter  were  flung  into  one 
fcale,  and  the  whole  material  fyftem  into  the 
other.  For  there  is  fome  proportion  between 
the  leaft  atom  of  matter,  and  the  whole  material 
fyftem  ;  but  there  is  no  proportion  between  fi¬ 
nite  and  infinite.  And  therefore,  as  in  the  eye 
of  law,  fo  in  the  eye  of  an  enlightened  confidence, 
the  moft  exalted  virtue  of  the  molt  eminent 
faint  ftands  for  nothing  :  i.  e.  is  abfolutely  of 
no  weight  at  all  in  the  leaft  conceivable  degree 
to  counterbalance  for  any  one  fin  :  And  fo  he 
ienfibly  needs  Chrift  and  free  grace  along  with 
the  chief  of  finners. 

To  deny  this,  would  be,  virtually,  to  give 
up  the  whole  of  divine  revelation.  For  in  this 
view  the  divine  law  threatens  eternal  death,  for 
any  one  tranfgreflion,  without  leaving  any  room 
for  repentance  to  alleviate  the  fentence.  The 
tranfgreffor  is  doomed  to  eternal  mifery  with¬ 
out  hope.  This  is  plain  fad.  Gal.iii.  10.  And 
this  law  is  declared  to  be  holy,  juft  and  good, 
to  be  juft  what  in  reafon  it  out  to  be  ;  and  in 
this  view  of  it,  the  Lawgiver  judged  it  inconfift- 
ont  with  reafon  and  juftice,  and  therefore  in- 
confiftent  with  the  honour  of  his  righteous  gov¬ 
ernment,  to  exempt  a  finner  from  the  threaten¬ 
ed  punifhment,  in  virtue  of  any  atonement  of 
lefs  value  than  the  blood  of  his  own  Son.  An¬ 
other  plain  faQ.  Rom.  iii.  25,  26.  He,  who  de¬ 
nies  thefe  two  fafts,  muft  give  up  the  whole  of 
divine  revelation.  And  to  grant  them,  is  to 
srant  all  that  has  been  afferted, 

vj 


Se£t.  V.  Sin  an  infinite  Evil.  113 

It  is  poffible  a  finner  may  be  brought  to  re¬ 
pentance  by  divine  grace  before  he  is  forgiven  ;* 
yea, it  is  certain, no  finner  ever  was  pardoned  until 
he  did  repent.  Luk.  xiii.  5.  A&siii.  19.  But  it  is 
impoffible,  that  a  finner  fhould  ever  be  juftified 
under  any  other  notion,  than  as  being  ungodly. 
Rom.  iv.  5.  For  one  fin,  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
and  fo  in  the  eye  of  God  the  Judge,  denomi¬ 
nates  a  man  ungodly,  and  fubjedts  him  to  eter¬ 
nal  damnation.  Gal.  iii.  10.  Nor  can  any 
future  penitency  make  any  imaginable  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  he  muft.  be  juftified  , therefore  by  God,, 
as  being  ungodly,  or  not  at  all. 

Let  the  wicked  forfiake  his  way ,  and  the  un¬ 
righteous  man  his  ^thoughts ,  and  let  him  return 
unto  the  Lord ,  and  he  will  have  mercy  on  himy 
and  to  our  Godrfior  he  will  abundantly  pardon f 
was  the  language  of  the  old  teftament.  And,1 
Repent  and  be  converted ,  that  your  Jins  may  be  blot¬ 
ted  out ,  is  the  language  of  the  new.  Not  that 
the  penitent  Jew,  on  the  foot  of  lav/  and  juftice, 
could  by  his  repentance  be  exempted  from 
death.  Nay,  juft  the  contrary  did  the  penitent 
Jew  acknowledge,  when  he  came  before  the 
altar,. bringing -a  bull  or*  a  goat  to  die  in  his 
room.  For,  u  I  have. finned,  I  deferve  to 
die,”  was  the  import  of  his  condufch  Not,  nei¬ 
ther,  that  the  penitent  chriftian  does  not  de¬ 
ferve  the  damnation  of  hell,  notwithftanding  his 
penitency  ;  for.  this,  in  the  moft  explicit  man- 

*  tiis  all  antmomians  deny  :  For,  as  true  repentance  arifes  from  1 
love  to  God,  and  implies  love  to  his  law,  they  fay,  it  is  impoffible  to  > 
love  God  or  his  law,  until  fit  ft  we  know  that  our  fins  ate  forgiven  ; 
and  fo  it  is  impoffible,  that  repentance  fhould  take  place  before  forgive-  • 
nds.  Of  which,  irioie  hereafter. 
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ner5  is  acknowledged,  in  ajking  pardon  in  the 
name  oj  Chrifi .  For  if  he  is  not  fo  bad,  as  to 
deferve  eternal  damnation,  he  does  not  need 
that  pardon  which  the  Gofpel  offers.  Much 
lefs  does  he  need  the  Son  of  God  to  die  in  his 
Head,  that  God  may  be  juft,  and  yet  juftify  him. 
So  that  to  ajk  pardon  in  the  name  of  Chrifi ,  is 
the  moil  explicit  acknowledgement,  that  eternal 
damnation  is  our  due,  by  law  ;  and  that  the 
law  is  holy,  juft  and  good,  a  glorious  law,  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  magnified  and  made  honourable  by 
the  obedience  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God.1* 

*  Some  of  the  chief  maxims  on  which  St.  Paul  reafons  throughout 
his  epiftle  to  the  Galatians,  to  prove  that  no  man  can  be  juftified  on 
the  foot  of  his  own  virtue,  are  thefe  ;  “  The  divine  law  requires  fin- 
lefs  perfection  on  the  penalty  of  eternal  damnation  for  the  lead  defeft. 
Chap.  ii.  21.  There  is  no  other  law  given.  Ver.  21.  If  juftifica- 
tion  could  have  been  obtained  by  this  law',  the  death  of  Chrift  had 
been  needlefs.”  Chap.  ii.  21.  And  from  thefe  maxims  he  cuts  off 
all  felf-righteous  hopes  by  the  roots.  To  affert  therefore,  that  there  is 
a  law  given,  by  which  a  fmner  may  be  juftified  in  the  fight  of  God,  on 
the  foot  of  his  own  virtue,  fhort  of  finlefs  perfeftion,  and  without  any 
need  of  Chrift’s  atonement,  even  on  condition  of  fincere  repentance,  is 
flatly  to  contradift  the  apoftle.  It  is  furprifing  therefore  to  find  fo 
fagacious  a  writer  as  Mr.  Sandeman  declaring  this  with  fuch  great  af- 
furance  :  And  equally  furprifing,  that  he  fhould  think  to  prove  his 
point  from  the  xviith  and  xxxiiid  chapters  of  Ezekiel  ;  when  every 
pious  Jew  knew,  that  let  his  repentance  be  ever  fo  fincere,  yet  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Mofaick  difpenfation,  without  Jhedding  of 
llood  there  could  be  no  rmijfion.  Deut.  xxvii.  26.  Heh.  ix.  22.  See 
Letters  on  Theron,  p.  89,  90. 

If  it  ihould  be  inquired,  what  led  fo  learned  a  writer,  to  commit 
fuch  a  blunder  ?  It  was  in  fupport  of  his  leading  aefagn,  the  darling 
point  in  his  fcheme,  viz.  That  there  is  forgivenefs  with  God  through 
Chrift  for  impenitent  Tinners  while  fuch,  before  any  aft,  exevcife,  or 
exertion  of  their  minds  whatfoever.”  And  confequently  before  re¬ 
pentance.  A  “  pa  dive  belief”  of  which,  he  fays,  “  quiets  the  guilty 
confeience,  begets  hope,  and  fo  lays  a  foundation  for  love.”  For  if  a 
penitent  Tinner  may  be  juftiffcd  on  the  foot  of  his  own  goodnefs,  with¬ 
out  any  refpeft  to  Chrift  and  his  atonement,  none  can  ftand  in  any  seed 
of  Chrift  and  his  atonement,  but  impenitent  Tinners.  And  fo  his  mam 
point  is  proved.  For  the  only  defign  of  Chrift’s  death  of  confequencc 
tnuft  be  to  procure  pardon  for  impenitent  Tinners  remaining  fuch.  For 
If  ever  they  ftiouJd  he  brought  to  repentance,  according  to  his  fcheme, 
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If  the  divine  law  requires  that  we  love  God 
with  all  our  hearts,  and  yield  a  perfeQ:  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  will  ;  and  if  our  original  natural  ob¬ 
ligations  to  love  and  obey  him  are  fo  great,  that 


they  may  be  juftified  on  the  foot  of  their  own  goodnefs,  without  any 
need  of  Chrift  or  his  atonement.  And  accordingly  his  good  man  is 
never  brought  to  true  repentance.  “  All  his  godlinefs  confifts  in  love  to 
that  which  firft  relieved  him.”  Letters  to  Mr.  Pike.  p.  8.  And  therefore 
his  godlinefs  does  not  at  all  confift  in  love  to  God’s  law,  without  which 
there  can  be  no  true  repentance.  And  therefore  he  can  by  no  means 
allow  that  the  cxixth  Pfalm  gives  the  chara&er  of  David,  or  is  appli. 
cable  to  any  other  good  man,  becaufe  it  abounds  with  fuch  expreflions 
ot  love  to  God’s  law.  To  whom  then  mull  it  be  applied  ?  To  Chrift, 
'orgettinS  the  Pfalmift  had  faid,  ver.  67,  Before  I  was 
ajflitted  I  went  ajlray.  Which  is  a  full  proof  that  Chrift,  who  never 
went  ajlray,  is  not  the  perfon  fpokenof.  Letters  on  Theron.  p.  117#. 
But  from  Mr.  Sandeman’s  manner  of  reafoning,  (p.  88,)  it  is  eafy  to 

f?r?ieerthAa]  he  W1  obieft>  that  repentance  is  before  forgivenefs  no 
child  of  Adam  ever  can  be  forgiven.  For  according  to  him,  this  fets 
pardon  as  high  above  the  reach  of  one  whofe  conference  is  awake  as 
the  perfection  required  by  the  divine  law  itfelf. .  It  muft  coft  me  a. 
much  labour  to*  come  within  the  reach  of  it  as  to  conform  my  heart  to 
the  law  of  God.  Of  all  corruptions  of  the  Gofpel,  this  is  the  moft  dan- 

fZ°rS'r  ;Howe,ver»  he  “ay  *>«  that  dangerous  as  he  thinks  it  is, 
the  Gofpel  v t  as  thus  corrupted,  if  he  wilj.  call  it  by  that  name,  by  Chrift 
and  his  apoftles,  who  always  taught,  that  repentance  is  before  forgive- 
nefs,  as  will  be  proved  in  the  ft  quel.  .  And  if  he  is  for  an  eafier  wfy  to 
heaven  than  Chrift  and  Jus  apoftles  taught,  it  is  no  good  fign.  Rather, 
it  is  the  grand  chara&enftick  of  a  popular  preacher,  how  odious  foever 
the  name  founds  in  his  ears.  So  our  Saviour  declares. v  Math.  vii.  1  q 
3  4 ,  1 ,5*  J 

If  he  fhould  further  objeft,  that  the  plain  defign  of  the  prophet  Eze„ 
klt  ’  w?s.t0  ™nvl"ce  the  felf-righteous  Jews  in  Babylon,  that  if  thev 
perifhed  a .their  fins,  the  fault  would  be  wholly  in  them  ;  1  readily 
grant  it.  And  one  way  he  takes,  to  work  this  conviction  in  them  is  to 
call  upon  them  to  repent,  aflertmg,  that  there  is  a  fore  conneffion  b  - 

ZZafrZTCe  ■  f0rg,VCnefS- '  Which  was  no  ncw  do6)r‘"c> «  ap- 

r,  r,vL7-  “v,-.4°-4»r  1  Kin,  viii.  46-50,  Prov.  xxvhu 

of 'the  enlil le  to  tj  w'  k‘  4‘  he  on'y  S^ftion  is,  whether  the  author 
under  the  M„r •  k  J?ebr?w‘  Was  rmftakcn-  or  not-''n  affirming,  that 
4»  HTTxC2d2'.fP'nfatl0n>  of  blood  there  was  no  re. 

hareeramed  rwith  the  honour  of  his  garment, 

mentf  bvnarhv  o^  f  LfiBeere  Penitcnt-  atone! 

ment  ,  by  parity  of  reafon,  he  might  alfo,  as  well,  have  granted  repent 

needle’ T  T  “V  at?“m,ent-  A°nd  fo  the  death  ’of  Ch?ift  was  whody 
eternal  iV  mners  tnight  have  had  repentance  and  remilfion  of  fins  and 

a  ’  WeM  WI!hout- as  with  i«-  And  thus  Chrifi  is  dead  in 
and  Chriftiamty  overthrown,  on  Mr.  Sandeman’s  fchemc.  For,  if  th’ 
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according  to  reafon  and  juftice,  we  deferve  eter¬ 
nal  wrath  for  the  leaft  defe£t ;  and  if  we  meaf- 
ure  ourfelves  by  this  rule,  and  judge  of  our 
charafler  and  defert  by  this  ftandard,  inftead  of 
finding  any  thing  about  ourfelves  to  recommend 
us  to  God,  we  fhall  feel  that  we  are  infinitely 
worthy  of  the  divine  wrath.  And  the  more 
penitent  any  faint  in  this  world  is,  the  more  fen- 
fible  he  will  be,  that  this  is  the  truth.  And  ac¬ 
cordingly  St..  Paul,  who  was  doubtlefs  the  moft 
humble,  penitent,  broken-hearted  faint  that  ev¬ 
er  lived,  viewing,  things  in  this  light,  felt,  after 
all  his  attainments,  that  he  ftood  in  as  abfolute 
need  of  Chrift  and  free  grace,  as  any  other  (in¬ 
ner  in  the  world;.  I  through  the  law  am  dead  to 
the  law .  .  I  count  all  things  but  lofs ,  that  I  may 
win  Chrifty  and  may  be  found  in-  him .  And  in 
this  view,  he  ftrenuoufly  afierted,  that  by  the 
deeds  of  the  lato  no  fiejh  could  be  jufifed  in  the 
fight  of  God,  Not  one,  more  than  another  : 
Not  himfelf,  more  than  the  vileft  wretch  on 
earth/  , 

death  of  Chrift  was  needlefs,  the  GdfpelV  which  brings  us  the  news  of 
his  death,  is  a  fidtion.  For  it  muft  have  been  foohjhnefs  and  not  the 
U'ifdom  oj  God  ;  it  muft  have  been  inconfiftent  with  every  divine  perfec¬ 
tion  for  God  to  have  given  his  Son  to  die,  had  his  death  been  needlefs. 
Mr.  Sandeman  therefore  muft  give  up  his  prefent  fcheme,  or  give  up  the 
Gofpel,  or  be  inconfiftent.  But  how  was  it  poflibfe,  that  Mr.  Sande- 
man  fhould  rightly  underftand  and  cordially  believe  the  feripture  doc¬ 
trine  of  atonement,  while  his  mind  was  fo  full  of  prejudice  agatnft  the 
divine  law  ?  Indeed  he  has  not  expreffed  h'is  enmity  againft  the  divine 
law  in  fuch  a  fhocking  manner  as  Mr.  Cudworth  has  done  ;  but  to  an 
attentive  reader  it  may  be  plain,  they  both  view  it  in  the  fame  point  of 
light  :  In  itfelf,  an,  ugly  law.  And  all  their  love  to  God  and  his  law 
arifes  mer.ely  from  a  belief  or  hope  they  are  delivered  from  its  curie  : 
Or  rather,  fhiftly  fpeaking,  they  have  no  love  to  God  or  to  his  law  ; 
but  as  Mr.  Sandeman  accurately  exprefles  it,  all  hisgodlinefs  confifls  “  in 
love  to  that  .which  fir  ft  relieved  him,”  viz.  a  belief  there  was  forgiveness 
with  God  for  impenitent  finners-,  while  fuch.  This  he  loved  ;  and  this 
love  is  the  whole  of  his  religion. 
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Wherefore,  if  faving  faith  implies  in  its  nature 
repentance  and  converfion,  and  contains  the 
feeds  of  every  chriftian  grace  ;  yet  it  can  have 
no  influence  in  our  juftification  in  the  fight  of 
God,  as  our  virtue  :  Becaufe,  confidered  as 
fuch,  it  is  of  no  weight  to  counterbalance  our 
blame,  if  our  blame  is  infinitely  great ;  no  weight 
at  all.  The  leaft  fand  in  an  hour  glafs,  would 
do  more  towards  counterbalancing  the  whole 
material  fyftem,  all  put  into  one  fcale,  than  the 
faith,  repentance,  and  all  the  other  graces  of 
the  beft  faint  in  the  world,  would  towards  coun¬ 
terbalancing  the  fmalleft  fin  ;  if  the  fmalleft  fin 
is  an  infinite  evil.  And  if  we  fay,  44  that  the 
leaft  fin  is  not  an  infinite  evil,”  we  muft,  to  be 
confiftent,  give  up  the  divine  law,  and,  with  that5 
the  whole  of  divine  revelation. 

We  can  be  jujlified  by  faith ,  therefore,  no 
otherwife  than  as  faith  is  that,  on  our  part, 
whereby  we  are  united  to  Chrift,  and  fo  become 
interefted  in  him,  in  whom  alone  God  is  well 
pleafed.  Whofe  righteoufnefs  and  atonement 
alone  are  fufficient  to  fatisfy  for  our  guilt,  and 
qualify  us  for  the  divine  favour  and  eternal  life.. 
Even  as  a  woman  is  interefted  in  her  hufbands 
eftate  by  marriage,  not  as  it  is  an  aB  of  virtue 
in  her  to  marry  him  ;  but  as  hereby  fhe  is  unit¬ 
ed  to  him,  and  becomes  one  with  him.  It  is  true, 
in  the  very  aft  of  marriage,  in  which  a  woman 
receives  a  man  for  her  hufband,  and  gives  her- 
felf  to  him  as  his  wife,  all  matrimonial  duties  are 
virtually  implied  ;  And  as  ye  have  received 
Chrifi  Jefus  the  Lord ,  fo  walk  ye  in  him ,  Gah  ii. 
6,  is  the  fum  of  Chriftianity  :  But  it  is  not  the 
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engagcmcHt  of  thofe  matrimonial  duties,  nor  is 
it  the  performance  of  them,  which,  under  the 
notion  of  a  virtue,  entitles  her  to  her  hufband’s 
effate  :  She  is  interefted  in  her  hufband’s  eftate 
limply  by  virtue  of  the  relation  which  takes  place 
in  marriage.  They  two  then  become  one  flefh. 
And  fo  one  common  intereft  commences;  Eph. 
v.  32.  This  is  a  great  myjlery ,  is  a  lively  emblem 
of  our  union  with  Chrift.  For  by  a  true  and 
living  faith,  which,  in  contradiftinQion  from  a 
dead  faith,  contains  every  Chriltian  grace  in 
embryo,  we  are  united  to  Chrift,  as  the  branch 
is  to  the  vine,  as  the  members  of  the  body  are 
to  the  head,  as  the  wife  is  to  her  hufband  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  union,  and  not  for  our 
goodnefs,  we  are  accepted  in  God’s  beloved 
Son,  and  that  (imply  on  the  account  of  his  atone¬ 
ment  and  merits.  And,  to  ufe  another  of  St. 
Paul’s  fimilitudes,  a  Jew  had  a  title  to  an  in¬ 
heritance  in  the  land  of  Canaan  by  birth  ;  not 
becaufe  it  was  a  virtue  to  be  born  of  Jewifh 
parents  ;  but  becaufe  he  was  thereby  a  child  of 
Abraham.  So  we  are  all  the  children  of  God  by 
faith  in  Jejus  Chrifh  And  if  children ,  then 
heirs .  Gal.  iii.  26 — 29.* 

Some  feem  to  think  that  faith,  repentance,  and 
lincere  obedience,  confidered  as  our  own  good¬ 
nefs  and  virtue,  gives  us  an  intereft  in  Chrift 
and  in  the  favour  of  God  through  him.  Which* 
to  make  the  fcheme  confident,  luppofes,  that 
the  penitent  finner  is  confidered  as  being  in  him- 
f'elf  good,  and  that,  his  gpodnels  is  of  fo  great 

*  See  this  fubjett  treated  at  large,  and  with  great  accuracy,  in  Mr. 
£ctwardsvs  Sermon  on  jujljicatien  by  faith  atcnc. 
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weight  in  the  fight  of  God,  as  to  counterbalance 
his  badnefs,  and  fo  gives  him  an  intereft  in 
Chrift:  Which  implies,  that  his  guilt  is  not  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  infinite.  For  if  it  were,  it 
could  not  be  imagined,  that  his  goodnefs  could 
be  of  any  weight  to  counterbalance  it.  But  if 
his  guilt  is  not  acknowledged  to  be  infinite,  the 
infinite  excellency  of  the  divine  nature,  and  the 
jufti  ce  of  the  law,  are  virtually  denied.  A  full 
proof,  that  the  import  of  Chrift’s  death  is  not 
underftood  by  him,  and  that  his  faith  and  re¬ 
pentance  are  not  genuine.  And  gracelefs  gra¬ 
ces  are  but  poor  things,  for  gracelefs  men  to 
make  a  righteoufnefs  of  ;'if  the  nobleft  virtues 
of  the  mod  eminent  faints  are  of  no  weight  at 
all  to  counterbalance  any. one  tranfgreflion  of 
the  divine  law. 

Others,  on  the  contrary  extreme,  feem  to 
think,  that  firmer s  are  juftified,  not  only  as  be¬ 
ing  ungodly  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  but  alfo  as 
being  impenitent  and  unconverted  in  the  eye  of 
the  Gofpel.  And  thefe  make  the  whole  of  re¬ 
ligion  to  refult  from  a  perfuafion  of  God’s  love 
to  them.  And  fo  the  infinite  excellency  of  the 
divine  nature,  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  and  the 
true  import  of  the  crofs  of  Chrifi,  are  left  out 
oi  their  views.  And  the  divine  law  as  a  rule 
of  life,  is  fet  afide.  And  a  new  kind  of  relig¬ 
ion  is  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  a  conformity 
to  the  divine  law.  A  kind  of  religion,  which 
has  no  hohnefs  in  its  nature. 

1  hat  there  is  a  God,  an  ablolutely  perfedh  an 
infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  in  himfelf 
infinitely  worthy  of  fupreme  love  and  honour, 
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and  univerfal  obedience,  is  the  firft  principle  of 
all  religion,  and  the  foundation  on  which  that 
whole  fyftem  of  religion  is  built,  which  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  But  this  princi¬ 
ple,  how  plain,  and  how  fundamental  foever  it 
is,  is  left  out  of  every  falfe  fcheme  of  religion. 
The  occafion  is  this  :  Every  falfe  fcheme  of  re¬ 
ligion,  formed  in  the  fancy  of  a  fallen  creature,  is 
contrived  on  purpofe  to  fuit  and  fo  to  give  eafe 
and  comfort  to  gracelefs  hearts.  But  everygrace- 
lefs  heart,  is  at  enmity  againft  the  true  God. 
Another  God,  of  a  character  effentially  differ¬ 
ent,  muft  therefore  he  imagined,  or  a  carnal 
heart  cannot  be  fuited,  and  fo  can  never  have 
eafe.  And  this  is  done,  in  every  falfe  fcheme 
of  religion.  And  fo  all  falfe  fchemes  of  religion 
in  the  chriftian  world,  are,  in  reality,  only  fo 
many  various  kinds  of  idolatry. 

The  angels  in  heaven  love  a  God,  whofe 
character  they  fee  it  is,  to  hate  fin  as  an  infinite 
evil,  and  punifh  it  accordingly,  exemplified  be¬ 
fore  their  eyes  in  the  divine  condufct  towards 
their  ancient  affociates,  for  their  firft  tranfgref- 
iion.  Adam  in  innocency  loved  a  God,  whofe 
charafler  he  believed  it  was,  to  hate  fin  as  an  in¬ 
finite  evil,  and  punifh  it  accordingly,  held  forth 
to  his  own  view,  fh  that  law,  In  the  day  thou  eat - 
eft  thereof  thou  Jh alt  fur ely  die.  And  all  who 
underftand  the  gofpel,  (ee  its  glory,  and  believe 
it  to  be  true,  love  a  God,  whofe  character  they 
fee  it  is,  to  hate  fin  as  an  infinite  evil,  and  pun- 
ifh  it  accordingly  ;  and  this  charaQer  is  fet  be¬ 
fore  their  eyes,  in  the  molt  linking  point  of  light, 
on  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  in  the  tranfaS'ions  of 
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the  final  judgment.  And  all  thofe  who  do  not 
love  this  charader  of  God,  do  not  love  the  true 
God.  Therefore,  '  • 

For  a  finner  to  love  the  true  God,  is,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  judge  and  condemn,  to  hate  and 
abhor,  his  own  charader,  as  being  infinitely  odi¬ 
ous.  We  can  have  not  fo  much  as  one  good 
thought  of  the  divine  charader,  without  giving 
up  our  own  as  infinitely  abominable.  The  mo¬ 
ment  we  begin  to  think  that  God’s  charader  is 
good,  we  begin  to  look  upon  our  own  as  infi¬ 
nitely  bad.  For,  if  it  is  a  beautiful  thing  in  God 
eternally  to  damn  fuch  as  we  are,  it  mull  be 
becauie  we  are  infinitely  odious  and  ill-deferv 
mg.  And  if  it  is  not  an  amiable  thing  in  God 
to  hate  and  pumfh  fin,  as  in  fad  he  does,  there 
is  no  moral  beauty  in  his  nature.  For  one  bad 
property,  entirely  approved,  and  conftantly  ex- 
ercifed,  muli  fpoil  any  moral  charader,  and  ren¬ 
der  it,  on  the  whole,  entirely  devoid  of  moral 
beauty  But  this  point  fliali  be  taken  into  a  more 
particular  confideration  in  the  following  Sedion. 

SECTION  VI. 

^N//DJnT‘VE  JUS^ICE  an  a™Me  Perfection 

Deity;  a  Beauty  in  ^Character. 

VINDICTIVE  jufiice  is  that  perfedion  in 

erl  tn  n„  m*]'6  nature’  whereby  God  is  inclin- 

deoreeof  df  fr  aCC,ording  ,to  lts  d^rt.  The 
bv^thp  t  e^‘rt  there  ls  Jn  fm,  is  determined 
by  the  penalty  threatened  in  the  divine  law. 
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God’s  giving  his  Son  to  die  in  our  Head,  to 
redeem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  has  led 
fome  to  think,  that  God  is  not  inclined  to'  pun- 
ifh  fin  according  to  its  defert  :  Whereas  his  in¬ 
clination  to  punifh  fin  according  to  its  defert, 
induced  him  to  give  his  Son  to  die  in  our  Head. 
When  Zaleucus  made  a  law,  that  the  adulterer 
Ihould  have  both  his  eyes  put  out,  as  the  pun- 
ilhment  of  his  crime  ;  his  inclination  to  punifh 
adultery,  according  to  what  he  fuppofed  it  de¬ 
fended,  induced  him,  in  order  to  fave  his  fon, 
who  had  committed  adultery,  from  lofing  both 
his  eyes,  to  confent,  that  one  of  his  own  fhould 
be  put  out  inflead  of  one  of  his.  And  his  con- 
fenting  to  this,  and  its  being  aftually  done,  in¬ 
stead  of  arguing  that  he  w7as  not  inclined  to  pun¬ 
ifh  adultery  according  to  its  fuppofed  defert, 
was  really  the  fulled  proof  of  his  inclination  fo 
to  do,  that  could  have  been  given.  Nor  could 
the  fupreme  King  of  the  univerfe  have  given  a 
clearer  and  ftronger  proof,  that  his  inclination 
to  punifh  fin  according  to  its  defert  was  well 
grounded,  fixed  and  unchangeable,  than  to  give 
his  own  Son  to  fuffer  in  the  room  of  the  firmer, 
altogether  equivalent  to  what  he  was  expofed 
to  -/to  be  made  a  curfe,  to  redeem  him  from  the 
curfe.  And  the  impenitent  finner  may  depend 
upon  it,  he  {hall  not  efcape.  For  if  theft  things 
•were  done  in  the  green  troo,  what  Jh  all  be  done  in 

the  dry  . 

Vindiftive  juflicc,  in  the  Deity,  has  nothing 
in  its  nature  inconfiflent  with  his  infinite  good- 
nefs.  And  his  infinite  goodnefs  has  nothing  in 
its  nature  inconfiflent  with  vindiftive  juitice. 
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All  the  divine  perfetdions  are  harmonious. 
Nay,  all  the  moral  perfections  of  the  Deity  are 
really  but  one.  God  is  love. 

Love  is  the  fum  of  that  duty  which  God  re* 
quires  of  us,  in  the  moral  law.  The  moral  law 
is  a  tranfcript  of  the  moral  perfedtions  of  the 
divine  nature.  Therefore,  love  is  the  fum  of 
the  moral  perfediions  of  the  divine  nature. 

God  is  love.  Love  to  being  in  general. 
Chiefly,  to  the  firft,  the  great,  the  infinite  Being, 
the  fountain  and  lource  of  all  being.  And  fec- 
ondarily,  to  finite  beings,  and  love  to  virtue,  to 
order,  to  harmony,  in  the  intelledtual  fyflem. 
Andfo  alibis  nature  is  fummed  up  in  this  edifl, 
the  fundamental  law  in  his  kingdom,  Thou  Jhalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart ,  and  thy 
neighbour  as  thyfelf.  Which  is  fuited  to  give 
unto  God  the  glory  due  unto  his  name,  and  to 
bring  all  finite  intelligences  to  feel  and  conduct 
towards  him  and  one  another,  as  is  fit,  in  which 
alfo  their  highefl  happinefs  lies. 

To  break  this  fundamental  law  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  is  implicitly  to  turn  enemy  to  being  in 
general  ;  to  God,  the  infinitely  great  and  glori¬ 
ous  being,  to  the  lyftenl,  to  virtue,  to  order,  to 
harmony  ;  in  a  word,  to  ail  good.  Love  itfelf, 
thcreloi  e,  as  it  exilts  in  the  Deity,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  univerfe,  and  whofe  office  it  is  to 
govern  the  world,  is  a  confuming  fire  with  re- 
pect  to  fin.  And,  armed  with  almightinefs,  and 
direcled  by  infinite  wifdom,  is  immutably  de¬ 
termined  to  bear  teftimony  againft  it,  as  an  in¬ 
finitely  odious,  hateful,  ill-deferving  thing.  And 
20  the  words  of  the  law  exprefs  the  temper  of 
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God's  heart.  Cnrfed  is  every  one  that  continueth 
not  in  all  things .  But  this  fury  and  wrath  is 
nothing  but  love.  This  curfe  to  the  firmer*  is 
love  to  being  in  general,  i.  e.  love  to  God5 
and  to  the  belt  good  of  the  univerfe.  As  when 
a  wife  and  righteous  monarch  puts  a  traitor  to 
death,  it  is  not  becaufe  he  delights  in  the  death 
of  his  fubjefls,  or  takes  pleafure  in  their  pain, 
fimply  confidered  ;  but  it  is  becaufe  he  delights 
in  the  honour  and  fafety  of  his  crown,  and  the 
general  good  of  his  kingdom.  And  all  his  loy¬ 
al  fubjects,  who  are  affefted  towards  his  crown 
and  kingdom,  as  he  is,  will  fee  a  beauty  in  his 
conduct.* 

*  Will  fee  beauty  in  his  conduct,  and  yet  not  “  delight  in  the  mif¬ 
ery*’  of  their  fellow-creatures  ;  and  fo  we  may  fee  the  beauty  of  vindic¬ 
tive  juftice,  and  be  affefted  accordingly,  and  yet  “  not  delight  in  our  own 
eternal  definition.”  Indeed,  if  an  earthly  monarch  required  his  fub- 
jtfts,  on  pain  of  death,  to  do  what  was  in  its  own  nature  “  utterly  im- 
poffible,”  not  through  the  badnefs  of  their  hearts,  but  as  being  “incon- 
fitteut  with  the  conilitution  of  reafonable  creatures  Then,  as  in  this 
c.afc,  no  punilhment  would  be  deferved  ;  fo  he  could  have  no  motive' 
to  punifh  his  fubjefts,  unlefs  he  delighted  himfelf  in  their  deftruftion. 
And  fo  no  beauty  could  be  feen  in  a  monarch’s  infhfting  pain,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  it  beautiful  in  him  to  love  the  mifery  of  his 
fubjefts.  And  for  one,  doomed  to  death  under  fuch  a  monarch-,  to  fee 
a  beauty  in  his  conduft,  would,  I  own,  be  the  fame  thing,  as  to  love 
his  own  mifery.  And  this  feems  to  be  MY.  Cudworth  s  view  of  the 
divine  cliarafter,  as  exhibited  in  his  law  ;  to  ldve  which,  he  thinks  is 
the  fame  thing,  as  to  u  love  our  own  eternal  deftruftion.”  Mr,  Cud- 
worth’s  notions  of  the  Deity  are  furprifingly  inconfiflent.  One  while, 
God  is  fuppofed  to  be  fo  much  made  up  of  malevolence,  that  to  eiteem 
his  cha rafter  beautiful,  is  to  “love  our  own  eternal  deliruftion,”  And 
to  love  this  God,  is  pronounced  “  utterly  impofiible,”  yea  “  contrary 
to  the  law  of  God.”  And  yet  the  indifputable  duty  of  all  mankind  : 
But  a  duty  which  none  ever  did,  or  ever  will,  or  ever  lawfully  can  do. 
Another  while,  God  is  all  made  up  of  love  to  his  creatures,  only  “  dif- 
pofed  to  make  them  happy,  and  to  oppofe  what  is  contrary  to  their  hap- 
pinefs  aad  fo  of  a  cliarafter  altogether  lovely,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the 
vileft  finners,  let  them  but  believe,  “  that  God  loves  them  in  particular.” 
And  fo  here  are  two  Gods  ;  the  one  a  cruel,  hateful  being,  requiring, 
on  pain  of  damnation,  that  we  fliould  do  that,  which  is,  in  its  own 
nature,  wicked,  “contrary  to  the  law  of  God.”  And  this  God,  it  is 
««  utterly  impoflible”  to  love.  The  other  is  a  good,  and  lovely  being. 
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For  many  reafons,  private  revenge  is  altogeth¬ 
er  improper  and  unfit  :  Not  that  executing 
righteous  vengeance,  is  in  itfelf  a  bad  thing. 
We  ftrifitly  forbid  private  revenge  among  our 
children.  u  If  your  brother  ftrikes  you,  you 
fhall  not  ftrike  him  again,”  fays  the  father  :  u  But 
tell  me,  and  I  will  take  care  of  the  matter.” 
So  parents  order  in  their  little  kingdoms,  and 
all  the  children  in  the  family  Hand  confidence 
convinced,  when  a  naughty  child  is  corre6led. 
by  a  wife  and  good  father,  that  the  father  has 
done  well.  And  all  dutiful  children  will  revere 
him  the  more,  and  love  him  the  better  for  it. 
If  it  be  poffible ,  as  much  as  heth  in  you ,  live 
peaceably,  with  all  men ,  fays  the  apoftle.  An  ex¬ 
hortation  as  full  of  benevolence  as  any  one  in 
the  New,  Teftament.  To  which  he  adds,  in 
the  fame  fpirit  ;  dearly  beloved^  avenge  not  your ~ 
f elves.  But  why  ?  Was  vengeance  a  bad  thing 
in  the  apoftle’s  eyes  ?  No.  But  they  were  not 
the  proper  perfons.  That  matter  belonged  to 
the  infinitely  wife  God,  wbofe  are  all  things  in 
heaven  and  earth,  and  to  whom  the  government 
of  the  world  appertains.  For  it  is  written ,  Ven¬ 
geance  is  mine ,  and  I  will  repay ,  faith  the  Lord . 
Rom.  xii.  18,  19.  It  is  Gods  province  to  ex¬ 
ecute  vengeance,  and  it  is  a  God-like  glorious 
thing  i  n  him  to  do  itv 

Wherefore,  when  Pharaoh  (the  type  of  finally 
impenitent  Tinners,  Rom.  ix.  17  —  22.)  and  his 

•who  aims  at  nothing  but  our  happinefs-:  And  only  requires  us  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  loves  us,  and  in  that  belief  love  him  again.  And  thus  it, 
was  with  the  Manicheans  in  the  early  ages  of  the  church  ;  they  maintain¬ 
ed,  that  there  were  two  Gods,  the  God  of  the  Old  Tedamentj  a  cruel^ 
hateful  'being  ;  and  the  God  of  the  New  Teftamentj  a  good,  and  lovei'ys 
being.  Further  Defence,  p,  221 — 226. 
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hoft  lay  overwhelmed  in  the  red  fea,  Mofes, 
iftfpired  by  heaven,  fang,  the  Lord  hath 

TRIUMPHED  GLORIOUSLY  !  WflO  is  like  WfltO 

thee ,  0  Lord ,  among  the  Gods  !  Who  is  like  un¬ 
to  thee ,  glorious  in  holinefs  !  Exod.  xv  *  And 
when  all  the  congregation  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael  murmured  and  rebelled  againft  the  Lord, 
on  the  return  of  the  fpies,  for  which  they  were 
by  God  doomed  to  fall  in  the  wildernefs,  it  was, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Holy  One,  fo  glorious  and 
God-like  a  piece  of  conduft,  that  he  faid,  All  the 
earth  Jhall  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 
Numb.  xiv.  21.  And  when,  in  the  days  of 
Ifaiah,  God  revealed  his  purpofe,  for  their  ma¬ 
ny  crimes,  to  give  up  the  Jews  to  blindnefsand 

*  Glorious  in  holinefs.  Vindi&ive  jutlice  is  a  holy ,  and  fo  a  glorious 
perfeflion.  The  holinefs  of  the  divine  nature  inclines  him  to  hate  and 
punifli  fin.  The  great  evil  of  fin  confifts  in  its  being  againft  God. 
Againjl  thee ,  thee  only  have  I  fnned,  Pfal.  li.  4.  And  it  is  chiefly  in  this 
view  that  God  hates  and  punifhes  it  ;  fcecaufe  it  is  a  defpifmg  God. 
2  Sam.  xii,  10.  And  it  is  a  glorious  thing  in  God  to  punifli  it  in  this 
view,  Mr.  Cudworth  thinks,  that  there  is  no  lovelinefsin  any  thing  in 
God,  but  merely  as  it  tends  to  make  us  happy,  and  to  oppofe  what  is 
contrary  to  our  happinefs.”  p.  221.  If  God  punifhes  fin  merely  for  our 
good,  it  is  lovely  ;  let  the  punifbment  be  fo  circumftanced,  as  to  be  an 
a£l  of  goodnefs  and  kindnefs  to  us,  and  it  is  beautifnl,  viewed  in  this 
light.  But  if  it  be  viewed  as  an  a&  of  holinefs,  as  an  expreflion  of  God’s 
regard  to  the  honour  of  his  great  name,  and  hatred  of  fin  as  it  is  againft 
God,  then  there  is  no  lovelinefs  in  it  ;  and  why  ?  Becaufe  we  natural¬ 
ly  love  ourfelves*  but  regard  not  the  honour  of  his  great  name.  And 
fo  to  take  care  of  our  intereft  appears  beautiful  to  us  ;  but  to  take  care 
of  the  rights  of  the  Godhead  has  no  beauty  in  it.  And  fo  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  Chrift,  on  this  hypothcfis,  has  no  beauty  in  it,  confidered  as 
doing  honour  to  God  and  to  his  law.  And  fo  all  religion  confifts  mere¬ 
ly  in  felfiftt  affettions.  And  thus  when  Pharaoh  was  puniftied  for  his 
crimes,  it  appeared  beautiful  to  the  carnal  Ifraelites,  as  they  were  fafe 
themfelves,  and  as  his  deftruflion  was  for  their  intereft.  But  when  it 
came  to  their  own  turn,  their  hearts  were  full  of  hatred  and  heart-rif- 
ino-s.  However,  the  divine  conduft,  in  their  puniftunent,  was  as  beau¬ 
tiful*  as  in  the  punifbment  of  the  Egyptians.  And  nothing  but  crim¬ 
inal  blmdnefs  could  prevent  its  appearing  to  them  in  this  light.  To 
be  fore,  it  appeared  in  this  light  in  the  eyes  of  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael. 
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deafnefs  and  hardnefs,  until  the  land  fhould  be 
utterly  defolate,  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  are  rep¬ 
refented,  as,  in  an  ecftacy,  crying  one  to  an¬ 
other,  Holy ,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hcflsy  the 
whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory .  Ifai.  vi.  And 
when  the  children  of  Moab  and  Ammon,  the 
Edomites  and  Philiftines,  and  all  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  nations  around  the  holy  land,  who,  from 
fpite  to  the  true  God  and  to  the  true  religion, 
rejoiced  in  the  deftruCtion  of  Jerufalem,  apd 
captivity  of  the  Jews  :  When,  I  fay,  they  are 
by  God  devoted  to  deftruCtion,  it  is  conftantly 
reprefented,  as  a  conduCt  worthy  of  the  Holy 
One  of  Ifrael,  and  to  his  honour,  by  the  con¬ 
tinual  repetition  of  thefe  words,  and  they  fhall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord ,  along  through  eight 
chapters  together,  from  Ezek.  xxv.  And  con¬ 
cerning  Babylon,  fay  the  pious  Jews,  guided  by 
infpiration,  Happy  fhall  he  be ,  that  takeih  and 
dafheth  thy  little  ones  againfl  the  fonts f  PfaL 
cxxxvii.  9.  And  when  myftical  Babylon  fhall 
fink  as  a  millftone  into  the  fea,  under  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  the  Almighty,  and  thoufands  be  fent 
to  hell  at  once,  all  heaven  is  reprefented,  as  re¬ 
founding  with  loud  Hallelujahs ,  while  the  fmoke 
of  their  torment  afeendeth  forever  and  ever .  Rev* 
xix.  So  that  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that 
vindictive  juftice  is  a  glorious  perfection  in  the 
divine  nature,  a  beauty  in  his  cha rafter,  in  the 
fight  of  holy  beings  through  the  intellectual  fyf- 
tem.  But, 

I.  If  vindictive  juftice  is  a  glorious  and  ami¬ 
able  perfection  in  the  Deity,  then  the  whole 
dark  fide  of  things,  as  feme  writers  phrafe  it,  m 
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his  moral  government  of  the  univerfe,  is  full  of 
light,  glory  and  beauty.  The  ejeftion  of  the 
finning  angels  out  of  heaven  down  to  eternal 
darknefs  and  defpair,  turning  our  firft  parents 
out  of  par^dife,  and  dooming  them  and  all  their 
race  to  death,  and  the  final  fentence  to  be  pair¬ 
ed  on  apofiate  angels  and  apoftate  men,  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  are  all  perfeff  in  beauty. 
The  divine  charafiler,  as  exhibited  to  view  in 
tnefe  fa  els,  is  altogether  glorious,  and  infinitely 
worthy  of  love  ;  for  it  is  a  glorious  thing  iri 
God  thus  to  punifh  fin  according  to  its  deiert. 
Therefore, 

,  ean  owing  to  nothing  buts  criminal 
blind nefs,  to  the  fpirit  of  a  rebel,  of  an  ene¬ 
my,  in  any  of  God’s  fubjeBs,  that  the  glory  of 
his  character,  as  thus  exhibited,  does  not  flaine 
into  their  nearts.  It  is  a  full  proof  they  are 
unattached  to  the' honour  of  God,  and  to  the 
welfare  of  his  holy  kingdom,  and  care  only  for 
their  own  private  mterelt.  And  therefore, 

No  fooner  is  aTinner  renewed,  by  the  regen¬ 
erating  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  he 
begins  to  fee  the  beauty  of  vindictive  juft  ice, 
and  to  be  affefted'  accordingly.  The  lavs*  as  ac 
imnijlration  of  clea  h:  now  begins  to  appear  glori¬ 
ous.  For  now  he  begins,  to.  fee  things  as  ia, 
faS  they  be.  For  now.  his  eyes  are  opened  A 

*And,  ia  this  view,  mv-Thcron  is  made  to  .fay,  p  194,  44  L&tallK: 
heaven  forever  Jove  and  adore  the  infmiiely  glorious  MajeiW,  although  i 
1  receive  my  juit  defert,  and  penffi  forever  ”  But,  fays  Mr.  Cud  woi  th, 

“  This  is  a  fpecies  of  love  beyond  what  Adam  had  in  paradife,  beyond 
the  a po flies,  the  lenpture  faints,  and  even  JefusChuft  hunlcU  ”  p'224. 
Si.  ange  !  What,  does  not  Jelus  Chrift  look  upon  it  as  a  glorious  thing 
in  his  Father  to  pn nil'll  fm  according.*©  its  dqfert  ■?  Uoes  not  he  thi-nkk 
his  Fathei  worthy  to  he  loved  and  adored  by  all  the  heavenly  holts,  at, . 
though-  he  docs  fo  ?  And  will  urot  all  holy. beings  cry.  Amen,  Ualkhi*. 
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II.  If  vindictive  juftice  is  a  glorious  and 
amiable  perfeBion,  then  it  was  a  glorious  and 
amiable  thing  in  God,  to  bruife  him  and  put 
his  foul  to  grief,  who  had  efpoufed  our  caufe, 

jah,  at  the  laft  day,  when  they  fee  the  law  put  in  execution  ?  And,  pray, 
what  is  their  motive  ?  Is  it  the  beauty  of  vindi&ive  juftice  ?  Or  is  it 
merely  becaufe  they  are  fafe,  and  care  for  none  but  themlelves  ?  II  the 
beauty  of  vindidive  juftice  is  the  motive  ;  then  they  all  view  things,  to 
perfection,  in  the  fame  light,  in  which  a  firmer  begins,  in  great  imper¬ 
fection,  to  view  them,  when  his  eyes  firft  begin  to  be  opened.  But,  it  vin¬ 
dictive  juftice  is  not  a  beauty  in  the  divine  charaCier,  in  their  eyes  ;  and 
if  they  cry,  Amen,  Hallelujah,  merely  becaufe  they  are  fafe  themfetves, 
and  care  not  what  becomes  of  others,  as  muft  be  the  cafe  on  Mr.  Cud- 
worth’s  fcheme,  let  him  confider  the  confequcnces  :  Confequences, 
which  will  overthrow  the  whole  of  divine  revelation,  as  m  ill  pi efently 
appear.  And  to  quote  texts  of  feripture  to  prove  a  point  fubveifive  ot 
the  whole  feripture  fcheme,  is  certainly  to  pervert  them.  Beiides,  Mr. 
Cud  worth  is  obliged  to  grant,  1.  That  the  divine  law  does  in  faCt  in¬ 
quire,  of  all  mankind,  without  exception,  that  very  kind  of  love  to  God, 
which  he  condemns  in  Theron.  2.  That  this  law  is  holy,  juft  and 
good.  And,  3.  That  to  deny  the  goodnefs  of  this  law,  is  to  overthrow 
Chriftianity.  p.  226 — 230.  And  if,  in  regeneration  and  repentance,  our 
eyes  begin  to  be  opened  to  fee  things  as  they  be,  and  our  hearts  to  be 
affeCled  accordingly,  then  Theron  is  juftified  out  of  Mr.  Cudworth  s 
own  mouth  :  And  he  has  no  way  to  avoid  this  confequence,  but  to  con¬ 
tradict  himfelf,  and  implicitly  give  up  Chriftianity,  in  affirnvng,  that 
the  divine  law,  in  requiring,  love  to  God  before  the  pardon  of  fin,  re¬ 
quires  1.  What  implies,  “  love  to  our  own  eternal  deftru&ion.”  And 
fo,  2. , What  is,  “  utterly  impoffible.”  Yea,  3.  What  is  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture  mrreafonable,  <4  inconfiftftcnt  with  the  original  conftitution  of  tea- 
fonable  creatures.”  And  fo,  4.  What  is  in  its  own  nature  finful,  “  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  of  God,”  And  thus  he  makes  the  divine  law  unrea- 
fonable  and  wicked,  that  he  may'juftify  the  finner  in  his  non-conformi¬ 
ty  to  it.  And,  while  he  juftifies  the  finner,  he  renders  needlcis  the 
atonement  of  Chrift,  regeneration,  repentance,  and  pardon,  in  this  cafe. 
And  thus  the  whole  Gofpcl  is  overthrown.  To  avoid  this  confequence, 
he  turns  ftiort  about,  and  affirms,  that  the  finner  il  ought  to  love  God, 
and  is  felf-condemned  if  he  does  not  “  utterly  impoffible  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  of  God,”  as  it  is.  And  in  the  midft  of  all  this  con.u— 
lion  and  felf-contradiCtion,  he  introduces  the  death  of  Chrift  to  folve 
the  difficulty,  by  delivering  us  from  the  curfe  of  this  good ,  wicked  luw9 
and  grant  a  pardon  in  the  midft  ot  this  felf-juftification  and  enmity, 
thereby  to  pacify  our  minds,  and  give  us  a  good  thought  of  that  God, 
whofe  chara&er  before,  it  was  14  utterly  impoffible”  to  love.  And  this 
is  all  the  regeneration  he  will  allow  of.  And  he  perverts  every  text  ot 
feripture  he  comes  acrofs,to  fupport  this  inconfiftent,  felf- contradictory 
fcheme  of  fentiments.  Mean  while,  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that, 
if  God  was  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  Adam  in  paradife,  in  threatening  to 
punilh  fio  fo  feverely;  if  he  was  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  Chrift^  in  per- 
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and  appeared  as  our  reprefentative,  although 
e  were  his  own  Son.  And  it  was  a  glorious 
Hung  m  the  Son  of  God  incarnate,  to  fay,  Thy 
vju.be  done.  But,  if  vindictive  jultice  is  not 
glorious,  there  is  no  glory  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 
And  where  no  glory  is,  no  glory  can  be  feen. 

III.  If  vindictive  juflice  is  an  amiable,  glori- 
ous  perfection,  then  the  grace  of  God  in  the 
gift  of  his  Son,  was  free  grace  indeed.  If  I  was 
m  fact,  fo  criminal,  fo  infinitely  odious  and  ill- 
celerving,  that,  it  had  been  even  a  glorious 
piece  of  condua  in  God,  to  have  damned  me 
for  my  fins,  the  grace  which  provides  me  relief, 
is  mere,  pure  grace  ;  pure  grace  indeed.  God 
was  fo  far,  fo  very  far  from  being  obliged  in 
juftice  to  help  me.  tnat  it  had  been  a  glorious 
aft  of  juftice,  if  God  had  faid,  Depart  thou  curf 
ed.  into  everlajling  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and 
his  angels.  The  grace,  therefore,  which  provides 
relief,  is  free  and  glorious  grace.  And  as  the 
irceneis  and  greatnefs  of  the  grace,  arifes  from 
this  view  of  the  cafe  ;  fo  it  is  only  in  this  view 
Oi  tie  cale,  that  the  freenefs  and  greatnefs  of 
the  grace  can  be  feen.  Therefore,  thofe  who 
are  wholly  blind  to  the  beauty  of  vindiQive 
juftice,  are  wholly  blind  to  the  nature  and  glorv 
of  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel.  And  therefore,  that 
idea  of  free  grace,  which  ravifhes  an  antinomi- 

fifting  in  this  difpofition  after  the  fail  ;  if  to  do  honour  to  this  chara&er 
of  his  father,  the  Son  of  God  incarnate. aied  on  the  crofs  ;  if  all  true 
believers  view  Chrift  in  this  light,  and  love  him  as  being  thus  his  Fa¬ 
ther  s  friend  ;  then,  Mr.  Cudworih’s  icheme  Hands  condemned  “  by 
Adam  in  paradife,  by  the  apoilles,  by  all  feripture  faints,  with  lefus 
Chrift  him  felt  at  their  head,”  who  could  not  have  been  bribed,  by  all 
the  joys  JU  before  him ,  to  have  declared  his  Father’s  righteoufnefs  had  he 
viewed  the  divine  law  in  the  light  Mr,  Cudworth  does  ;  an  unreafona- 
ble,  wicked  law. 
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an  heart,  is  a  mere  imagination,  formed  in 
his  own  fancy,  and  not  the  true  grace  of  the 
Gofpel. 

IV.  If  vindiflive  juftice  is  a  glorious  and 
amiable  perfection  in  the  divine  nature,  then 
God  is  altogether  lovely.  There  is  not  one 
blemifh  in  his  chara&er  ;  his  character,  viewed 
in  every  point  of  light,  is  perfect  in  beauty. 
That  is,  he  is  in  faft,  what  he  claims  to  be,  by 
nature  God.  Therefore, 

Our  difaffedtion  to  the  Deity  is  perfectly 
groundlefs,  and  we  have  no  cloak  for  our  fin, 
but  are  abfoluteiy  without  excufe,  our  mouths 
(topped,  and  we  guilty  before  God,  even  prior 
to  a  confi deration  of  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel. 
And  therefore, 

If  now,  after  we  have  the  Gofpel  revelation, 
in  which  we  are  invited,  kindly  and  earneftly 
invited,  to  return  to  God  in  the  name  of  Chrift, 
with  a  promifeof  divine  forgivenefs,  and  even  of 
eternal  life  through  him,  we  do  not  retitrn  and 
become  heartily  reconciled,  we  fhal  1  deferve 
an  aggravated  damnation  indeed.  The  heathen 
worldi  who  never  heard  of  the  grace  of  the 
Gofpel,  may,  for  their  difaffedtion  to  the  divine 
character,  which  is  perfect  in  beauty,  be,  with 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  jultly  damned  ;  but  we,  with 
Chorazin,  Bethfaida,  and  Capernaum,  fhall  de¬ 
ferve  a  damnation  aggravated  beyond  expreffion. 
There  fhall  be  weeping,  wailing,  and  gnafiing  oj 
teeth.  n 

To  fay,  that  vindictive  juftice  is  not  a  glori¬ 
ous  and  amiable  perfection,  is  fubv.erlive  of  all 
religion,  natural  and  revealed. 
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If  vindictive  jultice  is  not  a  glorious  and 
amiable  perfection,  then  there  is  one  blemilh  in 
the  divine  charatter,  one  bad  property  in  the 
divine  nature,  which,  yet,  it  is  plain  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  conduCt,  that  God  heartily 
approves  of  and  loves  ;  which,  therefore,  mutt 
fpoil  his  whole  character,  and  render  it  on  the 
whole  an  unamiable  character  a  character  that 
cannot  be  heartily  liked  and  cordially  loved, 
tor  one  bad  property,  entirely  approved  of, 
andconliantly  exercifed,will  ruin  any  moral  char¬ 
acter,  and  render  it  devoid  of  all  moral  beauty. 

If  it  was  a  bad  thing  in  God,  to  call  out  the 
rebel  angels,  as  he  did,  to  eternal  pains  ;  the 
eleCt  angels  can  never  forgive  it  :  But  mutt 
eternally  look  on  their  tortures  as  the  effeCt  of 
fomething  bad  in  the  Deity,  and  hand  ready  to 
jufiify  their  blafphemies,  and  fo  will  really  be 
on  the  devil’s  fide,  notwithlianding  all  the 
bounties  of  heaven  to  them.  For  the  bounties 
of  a  tyrant  can  never  win  the  efteem  of  noble 
and  generous  minds.  And  how  mult  the  death 
of  an  incarnate  God,  on  this  hypothefis,  fill  all 
holy  beings  with  horror.  Such  a  facrifice  as 
this  to  tyranny,  is  beyond  imagination  dreadful ! 
All  the  beauties  of  heaven  to  the  eleCi  from  among 
mankind,  can  never  reconcile  them  to  fuch  a 
character,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  them  to  be  abfo- 
lutely  felfilh,  void  of  all  goodntfs,  while  they 
forever  behold  their  fellow  creatures,  their 
neighbours,  their  brethren,  their  filters,  their 
Ions,  their  daughters,  crying,  weeping,  wailing, 
gnafhmg  their  teeth,  under  eternal  tortures,  all 
the  effeCt  of  fomething  bad  in  the  Deity. 
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So  that,  if  vindiftive  juftice  in  the  divine 
nature,  is  not  amiable  and  glorious,  there  is  no 
beauty  at  all  in  the  divine  character,  and  he 
never  can  be  loved.  And  fo  there  is  an  ever- 
lafting  end  to  all  religion  in  the  intelle&ual  fyf. 

tem.  For  where  there  is  no  love  to  God,  there 
is  no  religion. 

To  fay,  thataivindiftive  juftice  is  no  part  of 
God  s  moral  character,  is  to  give  up  the  Old 
and  New  TeBament,  both  at  Snce  ;  as  wellaa 
to  contradibl  a  thoufand  appearances  in  com¬ 
mon  providence.  And  fo,  it  is  to  plunge  into 
down-right  infidelity,  and  is  little,  or  nothing 
_  A101*  of  the  grolfeft  atheifm.  ° 

So  that,  we  have  our  choice  to  approve  the 
divine  charaaer,  as  it  ftands  in  the  Bible,  as 
being  without  a  blemifh,  perfefcl  in  beauty  •  or 
to  turn  infidels,  and  fink  down  into  a  total  un¬ 
certainty  about  every  thing  in  the  moral  fyf.. 

fm'  u  m°  d°rche  is  the  introdu61ion  into 
the  chriftian  life.,.  To  do  the  latter,  is  to  begin 

to  feel  tnat  blacknefs  of  darknefs  which  is  to  be 

tne  portion  of  God’s  enemies  to  all  eternity  - 

or  at  leait5  it  is  an  introduQion  to  it.  7  * 

Object.  “  It  is  true,  God’s  charaQer,  as  ex¬ 
hibited  to  view  in  the  law,  is  not  amiable,  nor 
can  it  oe  loved. .  But  his  character,  as  exhibit¬ 
ed  in  the  Gofpel,  is  altogether  lovely.”* 

character  agreeable  to'Thellftfof  Tca°iaf  ho”  •*  B°  l™*"  th'  divine 

poffible”  to  love  him.  Ur.ul  hen  camai  2  T*™  -V*' utteilV  i«- 
out  of  their  idea  of  God,  at  leaf!  '2  h  i  T  ^  vVld,ft,ve  Mice 
caanot  love  God,  or  “  conceive  any  loveWf™6  L°  *hen,lclves»  they 

lalfe  tea  declare,  that  vindictive  Mice  U„o  part  tester! 

M 
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Answer.  A  hateful  character,  and  a  lovely 
character,  are  two  characters  effentially  differ¬ 
ent  ;  nay,  contrary  to  each  other.  But  two 
characters  effentially  different,  cannot  belong  to 
that  one  God,  who  is  the  fame  yejlerday ,  todays 
and  forever .  To  look  upon  the  character  the 
divine  law  gives  of  God,  as  odious  ;  to  look 
upon  the  character  the  Gofpel  gives  of  God,  as 
amiable  ;  and  to  hate  the  God  of  the  law,  and 
to  love  the  God  of  the  Gofpel  ;  is  a  kind  of  re¬ 
ligion,  which  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  Maniche- 
an  fcheme,  in  ancient  times  ;  who  profeffed  to 
believe,  w  that  there  were  two  Gods,  the  God 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  an  evil,  cruel,  hateful  be¬ 
ing,  and  the  God  of  the  New  Teftament,  a  good, 
kind,  lovely  being.”  And  if  this  fcheme  is  not 
openly  efpoufed  by  any  of  the  various  feels  of 
chriftians,  in  the  prefent  age  ;  yet,  it  feems  to 
be  the  fecret  fpirit  and  foul  of  all  the  faife 
fchemes  of  religion  now  in  vogue.  But  all  thefe 
fchemes  are,  in  faCt,  no  better  than  infidelity. 
For,  if  Jefis  cf  Nazareth ,  did  not  heartily  love 
the  character  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  as  exhibited 
in  his  law,  he  did  not  come  from  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  he  was  not  the  promifed  Meffiah,  he  was 
an  impoftor.  For,  on  this  hypothefis,  he  was  no 


after.  God  intends  to  make  all  Ins  creatures  finally  happy.  Other 
faife  fchemes  declare,  that,  although  it  is  a  part  of  the  divine  character, 
yet  it  is  not  to  be  loved.  I  am  to  view  God  as  one  that  loves  me,  and 
merely  in  that  view  am  I  to  love  him  :  But  to  love  vmdiftive  juftice  is 
«  utterly  impoffible.”  Repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  toward  our 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  imply,  in  their  nature,  a  fenfe  of  the  beauty  of  vindic. 
live  juft  ice*.  And  fo  the  truechriftian  loves  God’s  real  character.  Whus 
a  wrong  idea  of  God  excites  the  love  of  every  unregenerate  man.  A 
kind  of  love  to  fuch  a  kind  of  a  God,  as  is  conftftent  with  reigning  en. 
mity  againft  the  true  God.  Rom.  vm.  7.  Bccaufi  the  carnal  mind  is  en¬ 
mity  fainjl  God ;  for  it  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  law  oj  Cod,  neither  indeed  can  be . 
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friend  to  the  God  of  Ifrael  ;  hut  plainly  on  the 
fide  of  his  enemies,  his  rebelliousdubjefts.  And 
his  mediation,  in  this  view,  was  an  affront  to 
the  Deity,  an  infinite  reflexion  on  his  charac¬ 
ter  ;  and  fo  can  be  of  no  avail  to  his  followers. 
And  what  is  all  this  better  than  infidelity  ?  But 
if  Jefus  of  Nazar ethy  did  heartily  love  the  char- 
after  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  as  exhibited  in  his 
law,  and  died  to  affert  this  charafter  to  be  good, 
and  do  it  honour  ;  then  no  man  can  be  his 
difciple,  but  thofe  who  love  that  charafter  too. 
To  hate  that  charafter,  is  to  be  an  enemy  to 
the  crofs  of  Chrift.  He  that  hath  cars  to  hear , 
let  him  hear* 

When  Chrift  was  upon  earth,  the  phari fees, 
the  moft  religious  feft  of  people  then  in  the 
worldr  joined  very  unanimoufly  to  hate  his 
charafter,  pretending  at  the  fame  time  great  love 
to  the  God  of  Ifrael.  But  our  Saviour  and  his 
apoftles  infilled  upon  it,  that  if  they  jealiy  loved 
God,  they  would  love  him  ;  and  if  they  hated 
him,  it  was  a  full  proof  they  hated  God  ;  becaufe 
both  their  characters  were  alike.  Job.  viii.  ig. 
29 — 48.  Chap.  xv.  21—24.  Cl^p.  xvi.  1,  2,  3. 
1.  Joh.  ii.  22,  23.  But  the  pharifees  had  quite  loll 
the  ti  ue  meaning  of  the  law  of  Afofes ;  fo  that  with 
the  greateft  truth  it  might  be  faid,  that  . they  did 
not  believe  Mofes  s  ventings.  Joh.  v.  47*  And  con- 
fequently  had  loft  a  right  idea  of  the  true  God 
as  exhibited  in  his  writings.  Mean  while  they 
bad  formed  a  new  fcheme  of  religion  in  their 
fancy,  and  got  themfelves  to  believe  it  to  be  the 
fame  that  was  taught  by  Mo fes,  a  fcheme  which 
juftified  fuch  charafters  as  theirs ;  and  as  was 
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their  fcheme  of  religion,  fuch  was  their  notion 
of  God.  And  having  thus  made  themfelves  a 
God  of  a  character  to  fuit  their  own  hearts  ; 
this  God  they  loved  :  But  they  hated  Chrift, 
who  was  the  exprefs  image  of  the  true  God. '  A 
full  proof  they  hated  the  true  God  himfelf.  E~ 
ven  fo  now  alfo  it  is  in  this  prefent  age.  Chrift 
has  been  gone  to  heaven  a  long  time,  and  the  true 
fenfe  of  his  Gofpel  has  been  in  a  manner  total¬ 
ly  loft  by  many,  who  have  profeffed  a  great  re¬ 
gard  to  his  name.  And  new  Chrifts,  and  new 
Gofpelsjhave  been  invented,  more  agreeable  to 
the  tafte  of  an  apoftate  world  ;  but  of  a  charac¬ 
ter  effentially  different  from  the  God  of  Ifrael. 
And  fo  it  is  come  to  pafs,  that  men  are  prepar¬ 
ed  to  diftinsjuifh  between  the  character  of  God 
as  exhibited  in  the  law,  and  the  character  of 
God  as  exhibited  in  the  Gofpel  ;  and  hate  one, 
and  love  the  other,  as  characters  effentially 
different  ;  nay,  even  contrary  the  one  to  the 
other  ;  not  knowing,  that  it  was  the  very  defign 
of  the  mediatorial  office  and  work  of  Chrift,  to 
aflert  his  Father  s  character,  as  exhibited  in  the 
law,  to  be  an  abfolutely  perfect  chara&er,  with¬ 
out  fpot  or  blemifh  ;  although  it  is  exprcfsly  af¬ 
firmed,  that  he  was  jet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation 
for  this  very  end,  to  declare  his  Father  s  right - 
eoufnefs  :  Or,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  to 
magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable . 

I  pray  that  it  may  be  confidered,  that  if  vin¬ 
dictive  juftice  is  effential  to  the  divine  character, 
and  if  it  is  in  its  own  nature  a  bad  thing,  an  un- 
amiablc  property,  that  this  one  blemifh  will  fpoil 
God’s  whole  character  :  And  it  will  be  impoffi- 
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ble  for  any  holy  being  in  the  univerfe  to  love 
him.  None  can  love  him,  but  ftupid,  felfifh 
creatures,  who  believe  that  he  loves  them,  and 
who  care  not  what  becomes  of  others.  For  if  it 
mud  have  rendered  God’s  charafter  hateful  to 
have  punifhed  me  according  to  his  law  ;  it  mull, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  render  it  hateful,  to  punifh 
any  other  according  to  his  law.  So  that,  on 
this  hypotnefis,  if  I  am  faved  ;  yet,  God’s  char- 
after  mud  appear  odious  in  my  eyes  to  all  eter- 
nity,  unlefs  he  faves  all  others.  So  I  fhall  hate 
God’s  charafter  in  heaven,  while  I  view  the  tor^ 
merits  of  the  damned..  And  all  the  love  I  fhall 
have  to  him,  will  be  fimply  from  a  felfifh,  nar¬ 
row  principle  ;  becaufe  he  has  elefted,  and  lov¬ 
ed,  and  faved  me.  For  I  can  fee  no  beauty  in 
his  charafter.  For  in  faft  there  is  none,  if  vin- 
diftive  ju.dice  be  a  bad  and  an  unamiable  prop¬ 
erty.  For  one  bad  property,  entirely  approved 
of  and  condantly  exercifed,  will  render  any  char¬ 
acter  entirely  devoid  of  moral  beaaty.  There¬ 
fore,  - 

The  rapturous  joys  of  finners,  who  are  blind 
to  the  beauty  of  the  divine  charafter  as  exhib¬ 
ited  in  his  law,  arifing  merely  from  a  belief  that 
God  loves  them  and  will  fave  them,  have  noth¬ 
ing  of  the  nature  of  holinefs  or  love  to  God  in 
them  ;  nor  will  this  kind  of  religion,  although 
raifed  to  the  highed  perfeftion,  in  the  lead  qual¬ 
ify  a  man  to  live  in  heaven.  To  view  things 
as  they  do  there,  would  kill  this  kind  of  relig¬ 
ion  in  a  moment.  A  fight  of  the  date  of  the 
damned  would  put  an  end  to  all  their  good 
thoughts  of  God,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 

m 
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And  while  heaven,  raviffied  with  the  beauty  of 
the  divine  conduct,  refounds  with  Hallelujahs, 
they  would  begin  to  cry,  “  No,  no,  he  is  a  ty¬ 
rant  !  See,  yonder  is  my  neighbour,  my  broth¬ 
er,  my  child,  in  torments !”  And  away  would  they 
flee,  to  their  proper  company,  fide  with  them, 
and  join  in  their  blafphemies.  Unlefs  we  fup- 
pofe  this  fort  of  converts,  fhould  they  come  to 
heaven,  fo  entirely  deftitute  of  any  thing  like 
benevolence,  as  to  feel  perfedtly  eafy  at  the  mif- 
ery  of  others,  merely  becaufe  they  do  not  care 
for  any  but  themfelves. 

If  vindi&ive  juftice  were  not  glorious,  it 
would  be  impoffible,  that  the  Son  of  God  incar¬ 
nate  fhould  make  fuch  a  glorious  appearance, 
as  he  will,  at  the  day  of  judgment.  He  would 
rather  be  dreffed  in  fackcloth.  Impoffible,  that 
he  who  wept  over  Jerufalem,  fhould  now,  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!  relu&ance,  pronounce  the  final  fen- 
tence  on  the  wicked.  And  impoffible,  that  this 
fentence  fhould  be  fucceeded  with  unmixed, end- 
lefs  joys,  among  angels  and  faints,  beings  perfefl: 
in  benevolence,  and  the  mod  generous  goodnefs. 

But  neither  Chrift,  nor  angels,  nor  faints,  will, 
at  that  day,  look  on  the  controverfy,  which  has 
fubfifted  between  God  and  his  rebellious  fubjedts, 
as  it  is  generally  looked  upon  now  among  man¬ 
kind.  God’s  infinite  worthinefs  of  fupreme  love 
and  honour,  and  univerfal  obedience,  and  the  in¬ 
finite  evil  of  fin,  will  then  be  feen  ;  and  the  wif- 
dom,  hcilinefs,  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  all  God’s 
ways  will  be  brought  to  light  ;  and  the  unrea¬ 
sonable  difaffeftion,  and  inexcufable  obftinacy 
of  an  apoilate  race  will  appear  in  their  true  col- 
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ours.  The  whole  hiftory  of  mankind  will  be 
opened,  and  all  the  oppofition  made  to  the  truth, 
from  the  blood  of  Abel,  to  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
nay,  to  the  blood  of  the  laft  martyr,  will  be 
brought  into  the  account,  with  all  the  defpifings 
of  the  divine  authority,  threatenings,  warnings, 
calls,  &c.  So  that  all  holy  beings  will  be  fully  and 
perfedly  fatisfied,  nay,  perfe&ly  pleafed  with  the 
laft  fentence  on  the  wickeds  And  it  will  be  fo 
far  from  leffening  their  happinefs,  that  it  will 
give  them  new  additional  joys.  And  they  will 
all  join  in  faying.  Amen ,  Hallelujah  ;  for  the  Lord 
God  omnipotent  reigneth  ;  and  true  and  righteous 
are  his  judgments.  And  again  they  will  fay ,  Hal¬ 
lelujah  :  While  the  jrmoke  of  their  torments  afcends 
forever  and  ever .  And  all  this  in  perfect  con¬ 
fidence  with  the  pureft  benevolence.  Yea,  all 
this  will  be  the  native  refult  of  benevolence,  of 
love  to  God,  and  to  the  general  good  of  the 
univerfe  ;  as  the  wicked  will  be  viewed,  as  en¬ 
emies  to  being  in  general,  to  God,  to  the  uni¬ 
verfe,  and  to  all  good. 

SECTION  VII. 

God ,  who  is  the  fupreme  allfuficient  Good ,  can , 
conffently  with  his  Honour ,  and  is  willing  to 
become  a  God  and  Father  and  everlajling  For - 
.  tion.to  all  who  returnto  him  through  Jefus  Chrif . 

^JpHAT  God  is  an  absolutely  perfeft,  and  fo 
JL  an  infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  is 
the  firft  article  of  faith,  in  the  creed  of  every 
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true  chrifiian.  And  the  fecond,  which,  in  point 
of  importance,  is  like  unto  it,  is,  that  Jefus  of 
Nazareth  is  the  Son  of  God.  On  thefe  two 
articles  hang  all  the  law  and  the  Gofpel,  all  the 
doCtrines  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  As 
it  is  written,  Joh.  xvii.  3,  This  is  life  eternal, 
to  know  thee  the  only  true  God ,  and  Jefus  Chrijl. 
whom  thou  haf  fent.  A  variety  of  conlequences 
from  thefe  two  fundamental  truths  have  been 
already  pointed  out  ;  and  we  now  go  on  to  add, 

I.  If  God  is  an  abfolutely  perfect,  an  abfo- 
lutely  amiable  and  glorious  being,  of  neceflity. 
he  mult  be  the  fupreme,  all-fufficient  good. 
And, 

II.  If  Jefus  of  Nazareth  is  his  Son,  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  he  can,  confidently  with  his 
honour,  and  is  willing  to  become  a  God  and 
father  and  everlafting  portion,  to  all  who  re¬ 
turn  to  him  through  jefus  Chrift. 

I.  If  God  is  an  abfolutely  perfect,  an  infi¬ 
nitely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  of  neceflity 
he  -  mult  be  the  fupreme,-  all-fufficient  good. 
He  mull  be  the  fupreme  good  ;  for  it  implies 
a  contradiction  to  fay,  that  any  thing  can  be 
better  than  the  heft.  "  And  God  cannot  be  bet¬ 
ter  than  he  is.  Ablolute  perfection  cannot  be 
more  perfect  than  it  is.  Infinite  wifdom,  hoi i- 
nefs,  jultice,  goodnefs  and  truth,  armed  with 
almighty  power,  conftitutes  a  character  abfo¬ 
lutely  perfeCt  •.  A  beauty  without  a  blemifh,  a 
beauty  infinitely  bright.  In  the  knowledge, 
love  and  enjoyment  of  fuch  a  being,  there¬ 
fore,  mult  conlilt  the  greateft  poffible  happi- 
nefs. 
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And,  at  the  fame  time,  the  abfolute  perfec¬ 
tion  of  the  divine  nature,  renders  the  Deity  in¬ 
finitely  amiable  and  delightful  in  himfelh  The 
whole  univerfe  exifts  by  him,  is  entirely  in  his 
hands,  and  under  his  government,  and  at^  his 
control.  In  him  all  live ,  and  move ,  and  have 
their  being .  The  earth  is  the  Lord's ,  and  the  ful~ 
iiefs  thereof  z  the  worlds  and  they  that  dwell  the?  e- 
in .  And  his  throne  is  eflablifhed  in  the  heavens , 
and  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all .  His  counfee 
J hall  jland ,  and  he  will  do  all  his  pleafure .  .  So 
that  he  is  the  fountain  and  fource  of  all  being, 
poffeffed  of  authority  abfolutely  fupreme,  the 
fum  and  fource  of  all  good,  and,  therefore,  in 
the  higheft  fenfe,  abfolutely  all-fufficient.  To 
have  God  for  our  God,  is  infinitely  better  than 
to  be  ourfelves  fet  up  at  the  head,  and  made 
lords  of  the  whole  univerfe. 

There  are  things  of  an  earthly  nature,  which 
are  good  in  their  places,  as  health,  food,  raiment, 
friends,  &c.  which  we  receive  from  God,  the 
original  Lord  of  all  things  ;  and  for  which, 
therefore,  we  ought  to  be  thankful  to  him,  and 
improve  to  his  glory.  But  they  are  not  fit  to 
be  the  portion  of  our  fouls  :  And  if  we  fet  our 
hearts  upon  them  as  our  fupreme  good,  we  are 
guilty  of  idolatry.  And  if  we  fet  them  up  for 
our  God,  and  bow  down  our  fouls  to  them,  we 
a&  as  flupid  and  finful  a  part  as  thofe,  who,  of 
old,  bowed  down  to  idols  of  wood  and  ftone, 
of  filver  and  gold.  And  when  we  come  to  die, 
they  will  prove  as  inefficient  for  our  happinefs, 
as  the  Gods  of  the  heathen  did  for  their’s. 
Nay,  the  fociety  of  angels  and  faints  in  heaven, 
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ieavc  God  out  of  the  account,  would  by  no 
means  afford  that  refined  and  fublime,  that  com¬ 
plete  and  ftable  happinefs  we  need,  to  give  us 
full  and  perfeft  fatisfaQion  ;  much  lefs  will  the 
fociety  of  faints  on  earth.  Nay,  leave  God  out 
of  the  account,  and  angels  and  faints,  and  the 
whole  univerfe,  would  fink  into  nothing  in  a 
moment.  So  that  God  is  not  only  the  fupreme 
all-fufficient^  good  ;  but,  firi&Iy  fpeaking,  the 
fum  total  oi  all  good.  PfaL  lxxiii.  25.  Whom 
nave  I  in  heaven  but  thee,;,  end  there  is  none  on 
earth  1 dejire  bejide  thee .  Therefore, 

.  love,  honour  and  obey  the  Deity,  as  the 
divine  law  requires,  is  as  much  our  privilege  as 
it  is  our  duty.  And  nothing  but  our  criminal 
blindnefs  to  the  abfolute  perfection,  to  the  in¬ 
finite  glory  and  amiablenefs  of  the  divine  na.- 
ture,  prevents  its  appearing. fo  to  our  fouls. 

Suppofe  a  father  of  an  unblemifhed  charac¬ 
ter,  of  confummate  wifdom,  the  owner  of  a 
large  efiate,  at  the; head  of  a  numerous  family, 
for  the  children  to  love  his  charaQer,  refpeCi 
his  perfon,  to  put  an  implicit  truft  in  the  wifdom 
of  his  conduB,  relative  to  family  affairs,  to  re¬ 
joice  in  his  fupremacy,  power  and  authority 
over  his  houfehold,  and  that  all  the  efiate  is  in 
his  hands,  and  all  his  family  dependent  on  him, 
and  in  their  temper  and  behaviour  to  be  all  de¬ 
pendence,  fubjeBion  and  obedience,  is  as  much 
their  privilege  as  it  is  their  duty.  And  nothing 
but  a  criminal  ftate  of  mind  can  prevent  its  ap¬ 
pearing  lo  in  their  eyes.  To  be  difaffe&ed  to 
fuch  a.  father’s  charaBcr,  to  be  difeontented  urn 
der  his  government,  to  rife  in  rebellions,  to  go 
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and  leave  his  houfe,  is  as  imprudent  and  fool- 
ifh,  as  it  is  undutiful  and  wicked.  And  muft 
appear  fo  to  the  prodigal  child,  as  foon  as  ever 
he  comes  to  himfelf.  And  now  to  repent  and 
return,  and  become  a  dutiful  child,  muft 
appear,  not  only  the  fitteft,  but  the  happieft 
thing  in  the  world.  And  to  have  fuch  a  man, 
with  fuch  an  eftate  in  his  hands,  for  a  father,  is 
better  for  a  child,  than  to  have  all  the  eftate 
put  into  his  own  hands,  and  to  be  rendered  fu- 
preme  and  independent.  So,  for  us  finners  to 
repent  and  be  converted,  to  return  to  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  have  him  for  our 
God  and  father,  is  better,  yea,  infinitely  better, 
than  to  have  all  the  univerfe  put  into  our  own 
hands.  And  to  love  his  character,  delight  in  his 
exaltation, rejoice  in  hisfupremacy  and  independ¬ 
ency,  and  in  the  infinite  wifdom  and  abfolute  per¬ 
fection  of  his  univerfal  government,  and  to  be  full 
of  holy  fear  and  reverence,  fubmiffive,  refigned, 
obedient,  as  dutiful  children,  is  not  only  an  hon¬ 
our  due  to  God  from  us,  but  alfo  our  higheft  priv¬ 
ilege  and  Happinefs.  It  is  heaven  on  earth.  It 
is  even  the  beginning  of  eternal  life  in  the  foul. 
And  nothing  but  criminal  blindnefs  can  prevent 
its  appearing  fo  to  us.  Pfal.  lxxvii.  22.  So 
foolijh  was  /,  and  ignorant  ;  I  was  as  a  beajl  be¬ 
fore  thee . 

I  will  be  their  Godgzs  it  is  in  its  own  nature 
the  greateft  poflible  good  ;  fo  it  is  the  grand 
hlefling  of  the  Gofpel,  in  which  all  the  reft  final¬ 
ly  terminate.  Heh.  iv.  10.  Rev.  xxi.  7.  Re¬ 
generation,  repentance  towards  God,  faith  to¬ 
wards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  juftification,  adop» 
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tion,  fanfhfication,  and  glorification,  confidered 
under  the  notion  of  Gofpel  privileges  and  bleff- 
ings,  all  fummarily  confift,  in  our  being  deliver¬ 
ed  from  an  everlafting  reparation,  in  temper 
and  ftate,  from  the  Deity,  with  its  confequences ; 
and  brought  to  an  everlafting  enjoyment  of  God^ 
as  our  Father,  Friend  and  Portion.  By  the  fall, 
we  loft  God,  we  loft  his  image  and  favour,  we 
loft  a  heart  to  love  him,  and  a  right  to  enjoy 
him  ;  we  became  difaffefleu  to  him,  and  we 
forfook  him,  and  were  doomed  to  depart,  to  be 
forever  given  up  to  the  power  of  fin,  and  to  be 
monuments  of  the  divine  wrath  forever.  In 
regeneration,  repentance,  faith,  juftification, 
adoption,  fanffification,  and  glorification,  we 
are  recovered  to  the  image  and  favour  of  God, 
to  a  heart  to  love  him,  and  a  right  to  enjoy 
him,  and  to  the  adiual  love  and  enjoyment  of 
mm,  as  our  God,  our  fupreme  good,  our  Fa¬ 
ther,  Friend  and  Portion.  Everlafting  or  .eter¬ 
nal  life^  is  the  phrafe  mod  commonly  ufed,  to 
exprefs,  fummarily,  all  the  bleffings  of  the  Gof¬ 
pel,  in  contrail  with  eternal  death ,  the  wages  of 
the  fir  ft,  the  wages  of  every  fin."  job.  iii.  15,  16. 
36.  Chap.  iv.  14.  Chap.  v.  27.  Chap.  vi.  40. 
47.  Rom.  vi.  23,  etc.  And  our  Saviour  tells 
us  wherein  eternal  life  confifts.  Job.  xvii.  3. 
i  'his  is  life  eternal  to  know  thee ,  the  only  true 
God ,  and  Jefus  C  hr  iff *  whom  thou  haji  JenU 
God  the  Father,  who  is  eminently  Father  and 
Ford  of  heaven  and  earth,  (not  exclufive  of  the 
Son  and  Spirit)  is  confidered,  as  the  (urn  and 
fountain  of  all  pcrfeQion  and  of  all  good.  Pfal.. 
Ixxiii.  23.  Whom  have'  I  in  heaven  hut  thee  ? 


Sea.  VII.  ■willing  to  be  reconciled.  14c 

And  there  is  none  on  the  earth  I  defire  befides 
thee .  Chrift  is  confidered,  as  the  way  to  the 
Father,  the  only  way,  in  which  finners  can 
come  to  the  enjoyment  of  him.  Joh.  xiv.  6.  I 
am  the  way  :  No  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but 
by  me.  And  the  Holy  Spirit  is  confidered,  as 
the  perfon  by  whom  we  are  quickened,  raifed 
from  the  dead,  and  brought  to  God  through 
Jefus  Chrift.  Eph.  ii.  18.  Through  Chrijl ,  we 
have  accefs ,  by  the  Spirit ,  to  the  Father.  And 
when  the  work  of  redemption  is  completely. fin¬ 
ished,  and  all  the  redeemed  brought  to  heaven, 
God  will  be  all  in  all ,  through  eternal  ages,  i 
Cor.  xv.  28.  Therefore,  I  will  be  their  God , 
is  the  grand  bleffing  of  the  Gofpel,  in  which  all 
tne  reft  finally  terminate.  This,  therefore,  is,  in 
an  eminent  manner,  that  treafure  in  a  field ,  Matt, 
xiii.  44,  that  pearl  of  great  price.,  ver.  46,  for 
which  every  divinely  enlightened  foul,  willingly 
and  joyfully  fells  all  things .  God  himfelf,  to  be 
loved  and  enjoyed,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  is  the 
royal  feaft,  fhadowed  and  reprefented  by  the 
marriage  a  king  made  for  his  fion ,  which  was  lb 
flighted  and  defpifed  by  thofe,  who  were  called 
and  kindly  and  earneftly  invited  to  come. 
Alatt.  xxi  1.  And  this  is  that  bread  to  be  eat  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven ,  that  great  [upper ,  from 
coming  to  which,  they  all ,  with  one  confent ,  de- 
fired  to  be  excifed.  Luk.  xiv.  This  is  that 
recomptnje  of  reward ,  the  everlafting  enjoyment 
of  God,  which  Mofes  had  in  view  through  all 
his  trials  ;  for  he  en  ured  as  feeing  him  who  is  in - 
yijible.  Heb.  xi.  2 6,  27.  And,  by  the  way,  this 
is  the  true  reafon,  that  the  great  feajl^  Matt,  xxi  'u 
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was  (lighted,  and  the  great  [upper,  Luk.  xiv.  de- 
fpifed  by  the  Jews,  who  all  reckoned  of  going 
to  heaven,  as  much  as  other  carnal  people  do. 
Even  this  is  the  true  reafon  that  the  happinefs, 
propofed  in  the  Gofpel,  is  as  much  difrelifhed 
by  carnal  hearts,  as  the  holinefs,  which  is  there 
urged.  For  the  happinefs  is  a  holy  happinefs, 
a  kind  of  happinefs,  which  an  unholy  heart  en¬ 
tirely  difrelifhes.  Therefore,  they  made  light  of 
it,  and  went  their  ways .  They  looked  upon  it 
as  a  burden,  and  defired  to  be  excufed .  For,  in 
ftrifl;  truth,  there  is  no  fuch  heaven  as  carnal 
hearts  imagine,  when  ravifhed  to  think  their  fins 
are  pardoned,  and  heaven  their  own.  Their 
God,  their  Chriff,  their  heaven,  are  all  the  fruit 
of  their  own  imaginations,  and  Satan’s  delufions. 
For  the  heaven  of  the  Gofpel  carnal  men  would 
not  have,  if  they  might.  Yea,  they  perfeftly 
difrelifh  it,  they  abfolutely  rejeft  it,  they  obfli- 
nately  refufe  it,  and  many  will  fooner  kill  the 
meffengers  who  invite  them,  than  come  to  the 
feaft.  Thus  our  Saviour  hates  the  cafe.  Matt, 
xxii.  6.  But,  to  return  ; 

If  the  abfolute  perfe&ion,  the  infinite  glory 
and  amiablenefs  of  the  fupreme  Governour  and 
Lord  of  the  univerfe,  renders  him  the  fufficient 
and  all-fufficient  good  ;  then,  as  foon  as  our 
eyes  are  opened  to  f'ce  his  abfolute  perfeftion, 
his  ineffable  glory  and  beauty,  he  will  begin  to 
appear  fuch  to  our  (ouls  :  For  now  we  begin  to 
fee  things  as  they  be.  For  this  is  what  is  meant  by 
our  eyes  being  opened.  And,  if  God  does  ap¬ 
pear  fuch  to  our  fouls,  to  quit  all  idols,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  him,  to  love  him,  to  live  to  him,  to  be 
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for  him,  to  have  him  for  our  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther  and  Portion,  in  time  and  to  eternity,  will 
be  efteemed  the  higheft  poffible  privilege,  if  we" 
may.  But, 

The  fame  abfolute  perfeQion  and  infinite  glo¬ 
ry  and  beauty  of  the  divine  nature,  which  ren¬ 
ders  God  the  fupreme  good,  renders  him  infi¬ 
nitely  worthy  of  fupreme  love  and  delight,  and 
our  difaffedlion  infinitely  criminal,  and  us  infi¬ 
nitely  ill-deferving  :  So  that  it  would  be*  even 
a  glorious  a 61  in  God  to  banifh  us  forever  from 
his  prefence.  Nor,  according  to  his  holy  law, 
that  perfedi  rule  of  right,  is  any  thing  elfe  to  be 
expended.  Nor,  in  this  view,  is  there  any  hope 
in  our  cafe.  Yea,  it  does  not  appear  how  lie 
can,  confident  with  his  honour,  do  any  lefs  than 
caft  off  forever,  creatures  fo  infinitely  vile.  But, 

II.  If  Jefus  of  Nazareth  is  the  Son  of  Cod, 
it  is  certain,  beyond  all  difpute,  that  the  holy 
and  righteous  Governour  of  the  world  can,  con¬ 
fidently  with  his  honour,  and  is  willing,  to  be¬ 
come  a  God  and  Father  and  everlading  Portion 
to  any,  the  viled  and  the  word,  that  fliall  re¬ 
turn  to  him,  through  Jefus  Chrid.  For, 

If  the  abfolutely  perfedl  Being  has  given  his 
own  Son,  of  equal  glory  with  himfelf,  to  be  in¬ 
carnate,  to  obey  and  die  in  the  room  of  Tinners, 
to  magnify  his  law  and  make  it  honourable,  to 
declare  his  righteoufnefs,  that  he  might  be  juft, 
and  yet  the  juftifier  of  him  that  believeth  in  Je¬ 
fus  ;  and  if  he  has  finilhed  the  work  appointed 
him  to  do  ;  and  if,  in  teftimony  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther’s  acceptance  and  full  fatisfablion,  lie  hath 
raifed  him  from  the  dead,  yea,  fet  him  at  his 
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own  right  hand  in  heaven,  where  he  appears  in 
the  chara&er  of  a  great  high  pried,  with  his 
own  blood,  and  ever  liveth  to  make  intercef- 
fion  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  by  the  decree 
of  heaven,  repentance  and  remiflion  of  fins,  are 
ordered  to  be  preached  to  all  nations  in  his* 
name,  and  whofoever  will,  may  come,  however 
vile  and  ill-deferving  ;  yea,  all  are  invited  to 
come,  and  prayed  and  befeeched  to  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God,  who  is  reprefented  as  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  returning  finner,  as  the  father  was  to 
receive  his  returning  prodigal  :  If  all  this  is  true, 

.  (and  all  this  is  true,  if  Jefus  is  the  Meffiah,)  then, 
beyond  all  doubt,  God  can,  confidently  with  his 
honour,  and  is  willing  to  receive  to  favour, 
and  to  become  a  God  and  Father  to  all,  who¬ 
ever  they  be,  that  {hall  return  to  him  through 
Jefus  Chrid.  Wherefore, 

As  it  appears  to  the  enlightened  foul  the  fit¬ 
ted  and  happied  thing  imaginable,  to  return  to 
the  God  of  glory,  as  his  rightful  Lord  and  fu¬ 
preme  good,  to  live  to  him  and  upon  him,  if  he 
may  ;  and  as,  in  this  view  of  things,  he  is  affur-, 
ed  that  liberty  is  granted  to  any,  the  viled  and 
the  word,  to  return  through  Jefus  Chrid  ;  fo 
now,  with  the  prodigal  fon,  in  Luk.  xv.  he  does 
return,  and  find  acceptance.  And  thus  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  Jefus  Chrid  begins  eter¬ 
nal  life  in  the  foul,  agreeable  to  our  Saviour’s 
words,  in  Job.  xvii.  3.  This  is  life  eternal ,  to 
know  thee ,  the  only  true  God ,  and  Jefus  Chrifl , 
whom  thou  hajl  fent . 

And,  from  thefe  truths,  thus  briefly  ftated, 
we  may  fee,  how  great  the  good  offered  in  the 
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Gofpel  is  j  how  freely  it  is  offered  ;  the  fin  and 
madnefs  of  rejecting  it  ;  and  the  abfurdity  ot 
believing  we  have  a  title  to  heaven  when  the 
very  heaven  offered  is  rejeded  with  abhorrence. 

I.  The  good  offered  in  the  Gofpel,  is  of  in- 
finite  worth  and  value.  Yea,  it  is  the  fum  and 
fubftance  of  all  good  in  the  umver  e.  tor, 
even  God  himfelf  offers  to  be  our  God  and  ra¬ 
ther  and  Portion.  This  was  originally  mans 
fupreme  good  in  paradife.  This  was  forfeited 
by  our  apoftafy.  The  fecond  Adam,  our  near 
kinftnan,  has  redeemed  the  inheritance,  and 
opened  a  way  for  us  to  come  to  a  lawful  poiiei- 
fion.  The  curfe  of  the  law  doomed  us  to  an 
everlafting  feparation  from  God  ;  but  the  blood 
of  Chrift  has  opened  a  way  for  us  to  come  to 

the  everlafting  enjoyment  of  him. 

In  heaven  they  enjoy  God  as  the  fupreme 
good;  they  are  ravifhed  with  the  glories  of  his 
nature,  charmed  with  the  beauties  of  his  charac¬ 
ter,  exquifitely  delighted  in  his  exaltation,  in  his 
fupremacy,  in  his  univerfal  perfect  government, 
crying,  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory  ;  and  they 
are  as  flames  of  fire,  all  love,  life,  activity,  in 
the  delightful  fervice  of  their  glorious  King. 
Even  fo,  here  on  earth,  we,  who  have  been  out- 
cafts,  are  invited  to  return,  come  home,  and  be 
reconciled  to  the  God  of  glory,  the  God  that 
made  us,  and  view  his  nature  and  all  his  con¬ 
duct  as  they  do,  become  of  the  lame  temper, 
and  members  of  the  fame  family,  and  join  in 
like  holy  employments,  and  pleafures.  Try 
kingdom  como:  thy  wJl  be  donc:  on  earthy  as  it  is 
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in  heaven.  There  is  a  great  High-Prieft  enter¬ 
ed  into  heaven  with  his  own  blood  ;  and  in  his 
name,  we,  who  deferve  to  be  numbered  with 
the  damned,  are  invited  to  come,  with  boldnefs, 
within  the  veil,  and  to  begin  our  heaven  on 
earth.  To  this  feaft  we  are  invited  to  come, 
and  we  may  eat  and  drink  as  much  as  we  pleafe. 
We  have  full  and  free  liberty  to  have  accefs  to 
the  fountain  of  all  good,  the  God  of  glory,  the 
fupreme  Lord  of  the  univerfe,  to  view  the  beau¬ 
ty  of  his  character,  to  be  charmed  with  the  glo¬ 
ries  of  his  nature,  to  rejoice  that  he  is  God  over 
all,  bleffed  forever,  that  he  reigns  and  will  for¬ 
ever  reign,  that  his  government  is  univerfal  and 
abfolutely  perfeft  ;  and,  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
we  may  come  and  put  our  truft  under  the  fhad- 
ow  of  his  wings,  and,  in  his  name,  look  up  to 
him  for  all  things,  and  love  and  cleave  to  him, 
and  delight  in  him,  with  all  our  hearts  ;  and  de- 
vote  our  whole  lives  to  his  fervice,  fervent  in 
fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord  ;  preffing  toward  the 
mark  for  the  prize,  (the  everlafling  enjoyment 
of  God)  of  our  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus.  A-nd  the  peace  of  God,  which  paffeth 
all  underftanding,  will  keep  our  hearts  and 
minds,  through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  the  end  will 
be  eternal  life.  And, 

II.  All  this  is  offered,  freely,  without  money, 
and  without  price,  to  us  infinitely  unworthy  and 
ill-deferving,  through  Jefus  Chrift.  Come ,  for 
all  things  are  ready*  Yea,  it  is  urged  upon  us, 

*  If  we  are  invited  to  a  {caff,  by  a  neighbour,  the  invitation  gives  us 
a  good  right  to  go.  And  if  God  invites  us  to  repent,  return  and  be  rec¬ 
onciled  to  him,  the  God  of  glory,  the  fupieme  good,  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  enjoy  him  as  the  portion  of  our  fouls,  the  heavenly  fealt,  it 
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we  are  prayed  and  befeeched  to  be  thus  reconcil¬ 
ed  to  God  ;  and,  by  every  motive,  from  duty  and 
intereft,  from  God  and  Chrift,  from  heaven  and 

hell,  we  are  preffed,  we  are  compelled,  we  are 

$ 

gives  us  good  right  to  do  fo»  Even  as  good  a  right  as  the  Ifraehtes  had 
to  take  and  eat  the  manna,  which  lay  around  their  tents.  Of  this  there 
can  be  no  difpute.  But  all  thefe  invitations  give  us  no  right  nor  war¬ 
rant  to  believe  that  our  fins  are  pardoned  and  God  reconciled  to  us, 
while  impenitent,  while  we  refufe  to  come  to  the  feaft  to  which  we  are 
invited,  and  even  defpife  and  hate  it.  Had  God  exprefsly  declared. 

If  you  will  believe  your  fins  are  forgiven^  they  fhall  be  forgiven. 
Here  I  offer  you  pardon  as  your  own,  impenitent  as  you  are,  only  be¬ 
lieve  I  thus  offer  it,  and  that  this  offer  makes  it  yours,  fo  as  that  you 
may  with  a  good  warrant  believe  it  is  your  own,  and  enjoy  the  com¬ 
fort  of  it  as  fuch  ;  and,  according  to  your  faith,  fo  fhall  it  be  to  you, 

I  pray  you,  1  befeech  you,  believe  and  take  it  home  to  yourfelf,  impen¬ 
itent  as  you  are,  and  you  never  fhall  be  difappointed.”  Had  God  thus 
declared,  it  had  been  another  cafe  ;  but  there  is  not  one  tittle  in  th$  Bi¬ 
ble  that  looks  that  way.  Yea,  inftead  of  this,  God  has  exprefsly  declar¬ 
ed,  Except  ye  repenty  ye  fhall  all  perijh. .  Therefore,  Repent  and  be  convert - 
edy  that  your  fin^may  he  blotted  out. 

And  this  may  help  the  weakeft  Chriftian  to  fee  through  the  miff,  that. 
Mr.  Cudworth  raifes,  p.  250.  Note  :  The  grand  objeftions  againft. 
their  notions  of  faith,  Mr.  Cudworth  has  done  nothing  to  remove. 
Yea,  he  has  not  had  courage  to  look  them  fairly  in  the  face.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  their  fcheme,  1.  u  I,  a  Tinner  out  of  Chriff,  am  condemned  by 
the  law,  and  under  the  wrath  of  God,”  agreeable  to  Joh.  iii.  18.  36. 
And  this. is  the  veiy  truth.  And,  in  the  view  of  this  truth,  they  fay, 
u  I  am  neceffarily  fall  of  hatred  and  heart-rifings  againft  God.”  So 
that,  2.  It  is  “  utterly  impoffible”  that  I  ftiould  ever  love  God,  until  I 
firft  of  all  know  that  “  God  is  reconciled  to  me,  loves  me  and  will  fave 
me.”  And  yet,  they  fay,  3.  That  “  I,  a  finner  out  of  Chriff,  have  no 
evidence  from  feripture,  fenfe  or  reafon,  that  God  is  reconciled  to  me}  , 
loves  me,  and  will  fave  me  ;  nay,  fo  far  from  it,  that,  in  fatl,  I  am  con¬ 
demned,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  me.”  However,  they  affirm, 
4.  That,  “  I,  a  finner  out  of  Chrift,  juft  as  I  am,  am  firmly  to  believe, 
that  God  is  reconciled  to  me,  loves  me,  and  will  fave  me.”  And,  5, 
«  God  ftands  bound,  by  his  promife,  that  I  (hall  never  be  difappoinu 
ed,”  This  is  their  fcheme,  fairly  ftated.  Againft  which,  among  other 
things,  I  objeft,  1.  That  their  faith  is  preemption  :  A  believing  with¬ 
out  evidence.  There  being  no  evidence  that  a  God  is  reconciled  to 
me,  a  finner  out  of  Chrift.”  2.  Their  faith  is  down-right  delufion  : 
Believing  a  lie,  viz.  **  That  God  is  reconciled  to  me,  a  finner  out  of 
Chrift,  loves  me,  and  will  fave  me.”  While,  in  truth,  every  finner 
out  of  Chrift,  is  condemned  now,  and  will,  dying  as  he  is,  be  damned 
hereafter,  3.  God  has  no  where  in  the  Bible  given  the  lead  hint,  that 
if  “  finners  out  of  Chrift  do  firmly  believe,  that  God  is  reconciled  to 
them,  loves  them,  and  will  fave  them,  it  fhall  be  unto  them  according 
to  their  faith  ;  They  fhall  never  be  difappointed,”  There  is  notone 
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in  a  manner  forced,  to  come  in.  Having  not 
only  verbal  declarations,  that  whofoever  will , 
may  come  ;  but  the  higheft  poffible  evidences, 
from  fa£ls,  that  God  can,  confiftently  with  his 
honour,  and  is  willing,  to  receive  thofe  who  do 
come.  The  gift,  the  incarnation,  life,  death,  ref- 
urreflion,  and  exaltation  of  his  Son  is  more  than 
•words,  than  promifes,  than  oaths,  to  demonftrate 
that  God  is  fincere  and  in  earnefl.  So  that, 
there  is,  on  God’s  fide,  no  bar,  no  difficulty  in 
the  way,  all  things  are  ready,  and  we  may  come 
to  the  feafl;  and  welcome.  In  the  univerfe, 
there  is  nothing  of  the  nature  of  an  hindrance 
or  impediment,  which  can  prevent  our  coming, 
are  we  ourfelves  but  inclined  to  come.  But, 
III.  If,  through  mere  difinclination  to  the  De¬ 
ity,  to  the  God  that  all  heaven  loves,  the  God  of 
glory,  we  make  light  of  the  feart,  and  go  our 
ways,  turn  our  backs  upon  God,  refufe  to  re¬ 
turn  and  be  reconciled,  even  after  a  way  has 
been  opened  for  it,  by  the  blood  of  his  own 
Son,  and  after  fuch  methods  have  been  ufed  to 
perfuade  us  ;  it  will  be  the  mod  aggravated 
kind  of  wickednefs  in  the  univerfe,  and  a  de¬ 
text  of  feripture  that  looks  that  way  ;  but  multitudes  exprersly  to  the 
contrary.  Thus  (lands  the  eafe.  Now,  men  mav  dodge,  and  fculk,. 
and  hide,  and  raife  a  dud,  and  fling,  and  cant,  and  call  bad  names  ;  but, 
by  cool  and  fair  reasoning,  they  never  can  get  over  thefe  difficulties. 
And  it  is  plain  they  feel  they  cannot.  Let  any  one  read  my  Letters  and 
Dialogues,  and  Mr.  Cudworth’s  Anfwer,  and  judge  for  hirnfelf.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  their  fc.heme,  I  mud  believe  that  God  is  reconciled  to  me, 
and  will  fave  me  ;  becaufe,  otherwife,  it  is  utterly  impoffible  to  love 
him.  And  I  mud  believe  this,  while  in  the  height  of  my  enmity, 
bccaufc  it  is  this  bebef  which  begets  my  (ird  love.  I  liis  belief,  then, 
takes  place  in  the  heart,  while  dead  in  tin,  and  full  of  enmity  to  God. 

It  is  the  aft  of  an  unregenerate,  carnal  heart.  And  it  makes  a  carnal 
heart  feel  well  ;  and  no  wonder  it  does.  And  theic  good  feelings  are 
fuppofed  to  be  the  chridian  graces  ;  when,  in  fa£t,  they  arc  the  good 
feelings  of  a  carnal  heart,  comforted  by  the  belief  of  a  lie. 
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oree  of  folly  and  madnefs,  not  to  be  parallelled 
fn  any  other  part  of  God’s  empire.  And,  to 
nerfift  in  our  difaffeBion  to  the  divine  character, 
from  year  to  year,  and  to  refufe  to  be  reconcil¬ 
ed  to  our  dying  hour,  mult  render  us  worthy 
of  fuch  a  punilh  merit,  and  prepare  us  tor  loch 

felf-condemnation,  inward  remorfe  and  anS^'  j 
of  heart,  as  no  tongue  can  exprefs.  Ihen  will 
be  accomplitbed,  on  impenitent  finners,  the 
words,  which  are  written  in  Prov  2 
Becaufe  I  have  called ,  and  ye  have  refufe  a,  I  have 
fir  etched  out  my  hand ,  and  no  man  regarded  ;  bit 
ye  have  fet  at  nought  all  my  counfel ,  and  would 
none  of  my  reproof  :  I  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  ca¬ 
lamity,  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  comcth,  Uc. 
And  all  holy  beings  in  the  umverfe,  convinced 
of  the  iuftice  and  wifdom  of  the  divine  conduct, 
will  join  to  cry,  Amen,  Hallelujah.  While  the 
{moke  of  their  torment  afcendeih  forever  and  ever. 

IV.  How  great  is  the  abfurdity  of  mens  be¬ 
lieving  they  have,  by  the  Gofpel,  a  title  to  heav¬ 
en,  when  they  rejeft  the  very  heaven  offered 
in  the  Gofpel  with  abhorrence  !  The 
offered,  is  the  everlafting  enjoyment  of  God 
through  Tefus  Chrift.  Every  one  at  enmity 
apainft  God’s  real  chara&er,  as  exhibited  in  the 
law,  and  declared  to  be  abfolutely  perfect  on 
the  crofs  of  Chrift,  rejeas  this  heaven  with  ab¬ 
horrence  !  This  feaft  is  no  feaft  to  him.  He  is 
fo  far  from  a  relifh  to  thofe  heavenly  dainties, 
that  his  foul  loaths  this  food.  To  fay,  that  men 
may  come  to  God  by  Chrift,  and  find,  reft  and 
fatisfaftion  in  him,  while  at  the  iame  time  they 
are  enemies  to  his  real  chara£ter5  is  as  ablurd^ 
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Dleafim*'’  COme  t0  3  feafl  and  eat  with 

E  £  <ir  !Cy  Perfeai>'  dl^hfh  every 

an  enemV ,  v™'  1  15  trUe’  °ne  who 's 

jfhed  ;n  \  k  ie  d‘vlne  charafter,  may  be  rav- 

, I  •  ,  ‘  c  kc  ;ek  bis  fins  are  pardoned.  And 

n t  c-lT  Ca“  1  f?“-  ■>»  belief  he 

iv  l  v  I  fY  ;  And  with  this  eating  he  may 
. -  ,J. '  -  ■' 1  as  to  live  contentedly  without 

comf '"t  t  T't-  T’  >“  contentment  and 

charaOe,  onhetruTGod  'IT,"1  "T  5“' 

me  Hue,  Lrod.  But  it  is  ablurd  tn 
uppo.e  one  fhould  choofe  the  true  God  for  his 

Jefus  Chrift’  whi,e  at  en- 
y  a0atnfi  his  real  charatder.  For  men  will 

T  hh' °°%  ,th.“  foe  the  obyea  of  their  delight 

J  m  111  5err  heartS  they  do  not  like-  Nor 
will  men  defire  a  Mediator  to  bring  them  to 

enjoyment  of  that,  which  they  have  no 

and  whi^h  they  do  not  defire  to  en- 

cha'ra ftp  1  f6  Tn  3re  enemies  to  the  divine 
&er,  they  have  no  inclination  to  come  to 

bun  through  Chrift,  rather  their  averfion  to 

n°  th,T  Cnmity  to  his  charafler. 
Yea,  that  God  fhould  aQually  become  the  fu- 

preme  good  and  fatisfying  portion  of  a  fimner, 

who  is  of  fuch  a  tafie,  as  that  God’s  real  char- 

,  can  8lve  him  no  delight  or  fatisfaftion, 
ut  tlie  contrary,  is  a  plain  contradiction.  We 
mult  love  an  obje8,  or  we  cannot  enjov  it. 

V.  e  mult  be  fuited,  pleafed,  enamoured  with 
ie  divine  character,  or  we  cannot  enjoy  the 
Deity.  On  this  account,  therefore,  it  is  abfo- 
ute  y  ncccfTary,  we  become  new  creatures, 
i'or,  except  a  man  is  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the 
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kingdom  of  God.  A  firmer  could  not  enjoy 
heaven,  vyere  he  admitted  and  allowed  to  live 

there  forever.  Befides, 

Although  God  can,  confidently  with  his  hon¬ 
our,  pardon  and  receive  to  favour  the  dinner 
who  returns  to  him  through  Jelus  Chnd,  and 
dands  ready  to  do  it  ;  yet,  it  is  equally  true, 
that  he  cannot,  confidently  with  his  honour, 
pardon  and  receive  to  favour,  a  dinner,  who 
refufes  to  return,  while  going  on  obdinatcly 
in  his  rebellion  ;  nor  is  he  at  all  willing  to  do 
it.  Chrid  did  not  die,  that  impenitent  dinners, 
while  fuch,  might  be  forgiven,  and  received  in¬ 
to  the  divine  favour.  God  can  no  more  par¬ 
don  an  impenitent  firmer,  confidently  with  his 
honour,  than  if  Chrid  had  never  died.  The  de¬ 
cree  of  heaven  is  fixed,  and  cannot,  and  never 
will  be  revoked,  Except  ye  repent, ye  Jhall  all  like- 
wife  perijh.  But  as  this  point  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  and  is  generally  denied  by  antinomi- 
ans  ;  fo  it  dial!  be  taken  into  more  particular 
confideration. 

'A-®— 

SECTION  VIII. 

Repentance  is  before  Forgiveness 

IF  God  is  an  abfolutely  pefFe8,  an  infinitely 
glorious  and  amiable  being,  infinitely  wor- 
thy  of  fupreme  love  and  honour,  and  of  univer- 
fab  obedience  ;  and  if  our  difaffeftion  to  the  di¬ 
vine  character,  and  rebellion  a  gain  II  God*  is  aU 
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together  inexcufable  and  infinitely  criminal, 
agreeable  to  the  voice  of  the  divine  law,  and  to 
the  import  of  the  crofs  of  Chrilt  ;  if  God,  the 
great  Governour  of  the  univerfe,  views  things  in 
this  light,  and  in  this  view  calls  unto  us  from  heav¬ 
en  to  confefs  our  fins,  repent  and  turn  unto  him 
with  all  our  hearts  ;  if  thefe  things  are  fo,  and 
they  are  fo,  if  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God  ; 
then  the  meaning  of  his  words  is  certain,  the 
ideas  defigned  to  be  conveyed  by  them  are  de¬ 
terminate.  To  repent,  beyond  difpute,  is  to 
change  our  minds  as  to  the  divine  character,  to 
lay  afide  our  prejudices,  to  open  our  eyes  and 
begin  to  look  upon  God  as  he  is,  an  abfolutely 
perfeCt,  an  infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being, 
infinitely  worthy  of  fupreme  love  and  honour 
and  of  univeri'al  obedience,  and  in  the  light  of 
his  glory  to  begin  to  view  our  difaffeCtion  and 
rebellion  as  altogether  inexcufable  and  infinite¬ 
ly  criminal,  and  in  this  view  cordially  to  take 
all  that  blame  to  ourfelves  which  God  lays  up¬ 
on  us,  and  to  be  affeCted  accordingly  :  Saying, 
“  Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  when  thou  fpeak- 
eft,  and  clear  when  thou  judgeft.”  Should  juf- 
tice  take  place,  no  iniquity  could  be  imputed 
unto  thee.  It  would  not  be  a  blemifh,  but  a  beau¬ 
ty  in  thy  charaClcr,  and  all  heaven  ought  forev¬ 
er  to  love  and  adore  thy  glorious  Majelty, 
fhould  I  receive  my  juft  defert,  and  perifli 
forever.  But  thou  canlt  have  mercy  on  whom 
thou  wilt,  through  [  el  us  Chrifl.  To  thine  in¬ 
finite  grace  and  felf-moving  goodnefs  through 
him,  I  look.  “  God  be  mercif  ul  co-me  a  Jinner? 
Repentance  ftands  then  in  oppofition  to  all  our 
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former  prejudices  againft  the  divine  charaQer; 
and  in  oppofition  to  that  fin-extenuating,  ielf- 
j  unifying,  law-hating,  God-blaming  difpofition, 
which  reigns  in  every  impenitent  foul.  God  is 
feen  in  his  beauty,  the  divine  law,  as  a  miniftra- 
tion  of  condemnation  and  death,  appears  glorious 
our  difaffedtion  and  rebellion  infinitely  criminal 
We  juftify  God,  approve  his  law,  condemn  our¬ 
selves,  accept  the  punilhment  of  our  iniquity 
as  worthy  of  God  ;  and  thus  we  confefs,  repent 
and  turn  unto  the  Lord,  looking  only  to  free 
giace  through  Jefus  Chrilt  for  pardon. 

A  man  may  think  himfelf  to  blame  for  fab- 
oath-breaking,  lying,  cheating,  drunkennefs.  Sec. 

W  !°„neve!'  ^might  himfelf  to  blame  for  beirm 
oilaiiecied  to  the  divine  charadler.  Alfo  a  man 
may  think  himfeif  to  blame  for  not  believing  that 
Chrilt  died  for  Illm  In  particular,  that  God 'loves 

mm,  that  ins  fins  are  pardoned,  or  for  his  being 
unaffected  in  this  belief,  who  never  thought 
nimle  f  to  blame  for  not  loving  God  as  an  ab- 

i  i  ^  i  P  •  P  ~  ^  finitely  glorious  and  ami- 
able  being  Some  may  be  forry  wherein  they 
!„miu  themfelves  to  blame,  through  fear  of  puii- 

wno  believe  their  fins  are  pardoned,  may,  from 
a  principle  0i  natural  gratitude,  be  forrywhere- 
m  they  think  themlelves  to  blame,  as^  was  the 
ca  e  with  Saul,  when  David  fpared  his  life  1 

rf~19'  SaUl  W  Uph“  voice  'and 
*c-  ChaP-  xxvi.  21.  Then  faid  Saul ,  I 

errl/  r  *  ^  fkj>ed  ^  and  ha W 

r  ed  exceeding, : y,  But  [ie  wj1Q  js  ignorant 

the  beauty  of  God’s  true  charafter,  is  blind  to 

o 
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the  chief  thing  wherein  his  blame  lies.  And 
while  men  do  not  fee  their  blame,  they  will  lee 
no  occafion  to  repent.  And  fhould  any  chaige 
fin  home  upon  them  in  fuch  a  cafe,  they  would 
juftify  themfelves  in  their  hearts. 

The  divine  law,  which  requires  us  to  love 
God,  the  abfolutely  perfeft,  the  infinitely  glori¬ 
ous  and  amiable  being,  with  all  our  hearts,  and 
yield  a  perfeft  obedience  to  his  will,  on  the 
pain  of  eternal  damnation,  is  holy,  juft  and  good  ; 
our  blindnefs  to  his  beauty  is  wholly  criminal 
our  fin-extenuating,  felf-juftifying  pleas  are  of 
no  weight  ;  all  our  objections  againft  the  divine 
charafter  and  law,  are  only  the  language  of  en¬ 
mity  againft  the  glorious  Monarch  of  the  um- 
verfe  ;  we  are  entirely  without  excufe  and  infi¬ 
nitely  to  blame.  Thefe  all  are  fafts.  And 
thus  God  viewed  our  cafe  when  he  gave  his 
Son  to  die  ;  and  thus  he  views  our  cafe  when  he 
calls  us  to  confefs  our  fins,  repent  and  turn  un¬ 
to  the  Lord  ;  and  in  this  light  therefore  mull 
we  view  our  cafe,  if  ever  we  become  truly  pen¬ 
itent.  Every  fin-extenuating, lelf-juftifjing plea, 
every  objection  againft  the  divine  charafter  and 
law  ;  is  a  declaration  that  we  are  fo  far  from 
repentance,  that  as  yet  we  do  not  think  that  it 
belongs  to  us  to  repent,  in  the  fenfe  we  are  call¬ 
ed  to°in  the  Gofpel  ;  in  this  cafe  we  do  not 

confefs,  but  cover  our  fins. 

In  true  repentance  our  eyes  begin  to  be  opem 
ed  to  fee  things  as  in  faft  they  are.  God’s  char- 
after  infinitely  amiable,  and  our  own  infinitely 
odious  ;  his  law  wholly  right,  and  our  ways  as 
wrong  and  criminal  as  that  luppoles.  And  m 
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this  view  we  begin  to  take  all  the  blame  to  our- 
felves.*  True  repentance  is  therefore  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  regenerating  influences  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  of  a  nature  fpecifically 

different  from  any  kind  of  forrow  for  fin  a 

¥ 

man  can  experience  who  is  at  enmity  againfl: 
God. 

Sin  is  the  thing  to  be  repented  of :  And  fin 
is  a  tranfgreffion  of  the  law.  And  the  firft  and 
chief  thing  required  in  the  law,  is  fupreme 
love  to  God.  And,  therefore,  want  of  fupreme 
love  to  God,  our  difaffeftion  to  his  charabler, 
and  rebellion  againfl:  him,  is  our  great  wicked- 

*  Quejfaon,  il  How  can  a  finite  mind  fef'  an  infinite,  objedl  ?” 

■dnjiver.  Not  by  a  fu]  1  comprehenlion  of  it ;  only  by  a  high  fenfe  and 
lively  convi&ion  that  it  is  infinite.  As  thus;  fuppofe  we  could  fee  with 
our  eyes,  a  man,  for  the  fake  of  one  linful  pleafure,  deliberately  leap 
head-long  down  into  a  lake  of  the  and  brimftone, -which  he  and  we 
knew  would  never  he  quenched,  and  out  of  which  there  could  be  no 
eicape,  and  in  which,  by  God’s  almighty  power,  he  would  be  forever 
held  up  in  exiftence,  his  fenfe  of  feeling  quick  and  lively,  v,c  IhoulcL 
pronounce  the  man  guilty  of  infinite  folly.  We  might  he  and  know 
that  his  folly  was  in  fa£t  infinite,  although  we  could  by  no  means  ful¬ 
ly  comprehend  the  thing.  So,  in  this  fenfe,  we  are  capable  of  feeing 
and  knowing  that  God  is  infinitely  lovely,  and  we  infinitely  odious 
and  ill-deferving,  how  far  foever  w-e  be  from  a  full  adeqilaie  idea  of 
infinity.  We  are  capable  of  as  great  a  fenfe  of  our  infinite  obligations 
to  love  God,  as  we  be  of  the  infinite  dreadfulnefs  of  eternal  mifery. 
In  legal  convi&ion,  a  finner  begins  to  have  foSne  lively  fenfe  of  the  infi¬ 
nite  dreadfulnefs  of  eternal  damnation  :  So  in  regeneration  and  repent¬ 
ance,  we  begin  to  have  forne  lively  apprehenfion  of  God’s  infinite  ami- 
ablenels,  and  our  infinite  odioufnefs.  Some  fay,  “  We  fhould  leave  all 
infinites  out  of  our  fcheme  of  religion.”  And  lb  we  might,  if  we  were 
in  no  connexion  with  infinites.  To  be  confident,  thefe  men  fhould 
deny  the  infinite  glory  of  God  the  Father,  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  the 
eternity  of  hell  torments,  the  divinity  of  Chrift  ;  and  then,  when  thus 
our  connexion  with  infinites  is  at  an  end,  the  word,  and  all  notion  of 
the  thing,  may  be  excluded  out  of  religion.  But  not  until  then.  As 
foon  as  thefe  men  will  prove,  that  God  is  not  an  infinitely  amiable  being, 
and  that  we  are  to  die  like  the  beads,  I  will  fay  nothing  more  about 
infinites.  Until  then  I  fhall  fay,  that  the  finner,  who,  by  rebelling 
againd  God,  runs  head-long  into  eternal  dedruflion,  is  guilty  of  infinite 
folly,  as  to  his  own  foul,  as  well  as  of  infinite  wickednefs  toward  his 
Maker,  the  infinitely  glorious  Gpvernour  of  the  univerfe. 


i  Co  Repentance  before  Forgivenefs.  Seel.  VIII 


nefs,  which  we  have  to  repent  of.  But  it  will 
not  be  in  our  hearts  to  repent,  unlefs  we  truly 
fee  our  blame.  We  cannot  truly  fee  our  blame, 
unlefs  we  fee  that  which  chiefly  renders  us  to 


thy  of  love,  is  what  chiefly  renders  us  to  blame 
for  not  loving  God.  And  it  is  the  amiable- 
nefs  of  the  divine  nature,  which  chiefly  ren¬ 
ders  us  to  blame  for  not  loving  God.  And  it 
is  the  amiablenefs  of  the  divine  nature,  which 
chiefly  renders  God  worthy  of  love.  It  is  a 
fenfe  of  this,  therefore,  that  difeovers  to  us  the 
great  evil  of  fin,  and  fhews  us  the  reafon  we 
have  to  be  forry  and  repent ;  and  which,  there¬ 
fore,  primarily  lays  the  foundation  of  true  re¬ 
pentance,  and  without  which  no  repentance  is 
true.  If  I  blame  my  neighbour  for  being 
groun’dlefsly  difafFetled  to  my  character,  I  fhall 
not,  I  cannot  look  upon  him  as  a  true  penitent,  • 
until,  beginning  to  look  upon  my  character  as  I  . 
think  he  ought  to,  he  begins  to  blame  himfelf 
as  I  do.  It  is  contrary  to  common  fenfe,  to 
fuppofe  any  other  kind  of  repentance  to  be 


in  name  or  ellate,  through  difaffeQion  to  my 


cfleemed  genuine,  f'o  long  as  the  difaffeClion 
from  which  they  arofc  remains  in  full  ftrength. 
I  appeal  to  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  mankind,  who, 
when  it  comes  to  their  own  cafe,  are  every  one 
in  this  opinion.  On  this  ground  it  was,  that 
David  put  no  confidence  in  Saul,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  the  tears  and  pcnitcncy,  which  his  gen- 


i 
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that  that  kind  of  repentance  was  any  certain  fign 
that  he'was  a  new  man.  Yea,  he  had  rather  ven¬ 
ture  himfelf  with  Achifh,kingof  Gath,aPhilifiinef 
a  Pagan,  than  with  him.  1  Sam.  xxvi.  and  xxvii. 

As  want  of  love  to  God,  together  with  difaf- 
feflion  to  the  divine  character,  has  influence  in¬ 
to  that  whole  courfe  of  wickednefs  which  man¬ 
kind  in  general  live  in  ;  fo,  when  they  are  in 
feripture  called  upon  to  repent  of  particular  ' 
fins,  and  turn  to  God,  their  want  of  love  to  God 
and  difaffeQion  to  the  divine  character,  as  man- 
ifefled  in  thofe  particular  fins,  is  to  be  repented 
of,  and  a*  hearty  reconciliation  •  to  the  divine 
charafier  is  implied  in  the  repentance  they  are 
called  unto.  Thus  the  frequent  idolatries  of 
the  children  of  I  Traci,  for  which  they  are  often 
called  upon  in  the  Old  TeAament  to  repent, 
were  manifefl;  inflances  of  want  of  love  to  the 
God  of  Abraham,  and  proofs  of  their  difaffec- 
tion  to  his  charafter.  So  the  Jews’  hating  and 
murdering  the  Son  of  God,  the  exprefs  image 
or  Lis  Father  s  perfon,  for  which  they  were,  on 
tne  day  of  Pentecolt,  called  upon  to  repent,  was 
a,manifeft  inftance  of  their  want  of  love  to  God 
ana  proof  of  their  diiaffeftion  to  his  character*  - 
And,  there  is  no  fin  whatfoever,  that  any  man  is 
guilty  of,  but  what  is  an  inftan  :e  of  difrefpea  to 
God,  and  di  [regard  of  his  authority.  There¬ 
fore  it  was  laid  in  the  cafe  of  David’s  fin,  that 
he  defpfed  the  Lord ,  and  defpfed  the  command¬ 
ment  cf  uhe  Lord .  And  therefore,  whenever  any 
one  is  called  upon  to  repent  of  any  particular 
fin  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  it  is  to  be  underftood  t 
in  this  view7..  He  hath  finned  againfi  God;  de-  - 
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fpifed  the  Lord,  and  defpifed  the  commandment 
of  the  Lord,  treated  the  God  of  glory,  the  great 
King  of  the  univerfe,  with  contempt.  This  is 
his  crime,  on  this  account  he  is  chiefly  above 
all  to  blame.  And  that  which  renders  him  in¬ 
finitely  blame-worthy,  is,  that  the  God  whom  he 
has  defpifed,  is  by  nature  God,  an  abfolutely 
perfect,  an  infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being, 
infinitely  worthy  of  lupreme  love  and  honour, 
and  univerfal  obedience.  And  fo  in  this  point 
of  light  is  the  true  penitent  to  view  his  tranf- 
oreffions,  and  take  blame  to  himfelf.  Againjl 
thee ,  thee  only ,  have  I Jinned.  Wherefore,  a  feme 
of  God’s  lovelinefs  is  the  firft  and  chief  fpring 
and  fource  of  true  repentance,  as  this  brings  in¬ 
to  view  the  great  evil  of  fin.  Even  as  the  truth 
of  the  Gofpel  is  the  only  foundation  of  hope  in 
the  true  penitent’s  cafe.  And  tnus  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  God  and  Jefus  Chrift,  lays  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  all  religion.  Job.  xvii.  3.  And  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  the  fame  Gofpel  which  we 
believe,  wTas  for  lubllance  revealed  to  Adam,  and 
believed  by  all  true  penitents  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world.  Thefe  things  being  premif- 

ed,°I  proceed  to  prove,  . 

That  repentance  is  before  foigiveneis.  And 
whofoever  will  be  at  the  pains,  to  look  the  Bi¬ 
ble  through,  will  find,  that  this  is  a  doctrine 
taught  by  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  by  Chrifl 
an(f  his  apollles  ;  nor  is  there  any  one  point  ol 
revealed  religion  more  plainly  held  forth.  Lei 
us  begin  with  Mofes. 

14  And  now  llrael,  what  doth  the  Lord  thy 
God  require  of  thee,  but  to  fear  the  Lord  thy 


Seft.VIIL  Repentance  lej ore  Forgivenefs.  163 

God,  to  walk,  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  him, 
and  to  ferve  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  to  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Lord,  and  his  ftatutes  which 
I  command  thee  this  day,  for  thy  good  ?  For 
the  Lord  your  God  is  God  of  gods,  and  Lord, 
of  lords,  a  mighty,  and  a  terrible,  which  regard- 
eth  not  perfons,  nor  taketh reward.  Therefore,, 
thou  ihalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  keep 
his  charge,  and  his  ftatutes,  and  his  judgments, 
and  his  commandments  alway.  1  hat  thou  may- 
eft  fear  this  glorious  and  fearful  name,  The 
Lord  thy  God.”  This  is  a  fpecimen  of  their 
rule  of  duty.  Deut.  x.  12,  13.  17.  Chap.  xi. 
x.  Chap,  xxviii.  58. 

«  And  it  fhall  be  on  the  day  when  you  fha!3 
pafs  over  Jordan  unto  the  land  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  g'iveth  thee,  that  thou  {halt  fet  thee  up 
great  ftones,  and'  plafter  them  with  plafter  ; 
And  thou  fhalt  write  upon  them  all  the  words 
of  this  law,  very  plainly.  Half  the  tribes  (land¬ 
ing  on  mount  Gerizzim,  and  half  the  tribes  on 
mount  Ebal.  The  Levites  fhall  fpeak  and  fay 
unto  all  the  men  of  Ifrael,  with:  a  loud  voice, 
“  Curfed,  Curfed,  Curfed,  twelve  times  going, 
all  fummed  up  in,  “  Curfed  be  he  that  confirm- 
eth  not  all  the  words  of  this  law-  to  do  them  : 
And  all  the  people  fhall  fay,  Amen.”  Which 
curfe,  according  to  St  Paul,  comprifed  eternal 
damnation  in  it,  even  that  eternal  mifery  which 
Chrift  redeems  his  people  from,  by  his  death. 
So  that  befides  being  curfed  in  his  bafket  and 
his  {tore,  in  the  houfe  and  in  the  field,  and  in 
all  his  earthly  enjoyments ;  he,  dying  under  the 
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curfe  of  the  law  and  wrath  of  God,  mutt  be  for¬ 
ever  miferable  in  a  future  date.  So  infinite¬ 
ly  great  was  the  evil  of  not  loving  and  obeying 
the  Lord  their  God.  Deut.  xxvii.  Gal.  iii. 
10 — 14* 

In  what  way  now  was  an  Ifraelite  to  obtain 
pardon  at  the  hands  of  the  great  God  ?  The 
cafe  is  plain.  According  to  the  Levitical  law, 
once  every  year,  on  the  great  day  of  atonement, 
the  high  pried,  in  behalf  of  all  the  congregation, 
was  to  take  a  goat  for  a  fin-offering,  kill  it,  and 
bring  the  blood  within,  the  veil,  and  fprinkle  it 
upon  and  before  the  mercy-feat  ;  for  without 
ihedding  of  blood  there  was  no  remiffion  ;  far 
the  law  was  holy,  juft  and  good...  And  in  to¬ 
ken  of  repentance,  as  what  muft  precede  forgive¬ 
nefs,  he  was  to  lay  both  his  hands  on  the  head 
of  a  live  goat,  and  confefs  over  him  all  the  in¬ 
iquities  of  the.  children  of  Ifrael,  and  all  .their 
tranfgreffions  in  all  their  fins,  and  thus  put  them 
upon  the  head  of  the  goat,  to  be  fent  away  into 
the  wildernefsv>.  And  all  thefe  iniquities,  thus  by 
confeffion  put  upon  the. goat,.  he  bore  away  in¬ 
to  a  land  not  inhabited.  .  And  it  afterwards  be¬ 
came  a  proverb  among  the  Ifraelites,  He  that  cgv- 
crcth  his  fins  Jhall  not  profper ,  but  zuhofo  confejfi 
tth  and  Jorfakeih  them  fi all  have  mercy.  .  Lev. 
xvi.  15 — 22.  Prov..  xxvii;  13..  For  as  this 
was.  done  on  the  great  day  of  atonement  for 
all  the  congregation  ;  which  day,  by  the  war, 
was  to  be  wholly,  from  evening  to  evening, 
fpent  in  faffing  and  deep  repentance  ;  .and  what - 
fever  foul  it  be  chat  Jhall  net  be  ajflibled  in  that 
fame  day:  fo  far.  from  being  pardoned,  that  he 
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fiall  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people .  Lev.  xxii. 
26 — 32.  I  fay,  as  this  was  done  on  the  great 
day  of  atonement  relative  to  the  iniquities  of 
the  congregation  in  general  ;  fo,  if  any  particu¬ 
lar  man,  at  any  time,  committed  a  fin,  he  was  to 
bring  his  bullock,  and  in  token  of  confeffion 
and  repentance,  to  lay  his  hands  upon  his  head, 
and  fubftitute  it  to  die  in  his  room  ;  the  plain 
import  of  all  which  was,  64  I  have  finned  ;  the 
law  is  h'oly,  juft  and  good  :  I  deferve  to  die, 
and  have  no  hope,  but  from  the  mere  mercy  of 
God  through  the  atonement.”  And  now  the 
bullock  was  {lain,  the  blood  fprinkled,  the  body 
burnt ;  facrificed  in  the  finner’s  {lead,  and  fo 
atonement  was  made,  and  his  fin  forgiven. 
Lev.  iv.  But  if  he  had  not  only  finned  againfl 
the  great  God,  walking  contrary  to  him,  but 
alfo  in  his  fin  injured  his  neighbour,  he  mull 
firft,  as  became  a  true  penitent,  make  reftitution 
to  his  neighbour,  before  the  facrifice  of  atone¬ 
ment  was  to  be  offered;  Lev.  vi.  5.  Mat.  v. 
23,  24.  And  if,  without  repentance  and  refli- 
tution,  like  a  hypocrite,  he  came  before  the 
Lord  with  his  facrifice,  he  would  be  fo  far  from 
obtaining  forgivenefs,  that  it  was  a  proverb  in  If- 
rael,  The  facrtjiccs  of  the  wicked  are  an  abomina¬ 
tion  to  the  Lord.  -  And  relative  to  all  inftances 
of  offering  facrifice,  ftill  going  on  impenitent  in 
their  fins,  God  plainly  declared  his  utmoft  ab¬ 
horrence.  Ifai.  i.  io — 20. 

And  if  a  man  is  truly  penitent,  he  has  not 
only  a  heart,  with  the  utmoft  freedom,  to  make 
reftitution  to  thofe  he  has  injured  in  name  or 
eftate  ;  but  alfo  has  an  hearty  with  equal  free- 
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dom,  to  forgive  and  love  thofe  who  have  iujur- 
ed  him,  although,  inflead  of  penitency  and  reb 
titution,  they  even  continue  to  hate,  to  curfe 
and  to  ufe  himdefpitefully  >  therefore  our  bleff 
ed  Saviour  plainly  teaches,  that  unlefs  we  love 
fucli  our  enemies,  we  cannot  be  the  children  o: 
God  ;  Mat.  v.  43—46.  And  exprefsly  de 
dares,  If  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trefpajfes ,  nei 
ther  will  your  Father  forgive  your  trefpajfes 
Chap.  vi>  15.  Which  cuts  off  all  impeniten 
finners  from  pardon.  For  it  is  plain,  our  Sav 
iour  means  fuch  a  kind  of  forgiving  thofe  tha 
trefpafs  againft  us,  as  is  peculiar  to  true  peni 
tents.  For  he  fays,  ver.  14,  If  ye  forgive  met 
their  trefpajfes^  your  heavenly  lather  will  for giv 
you .  And  accordingly  he  taught  his  difciple 
to  pray,  Forgive  us  our  debts ,  as  we  forgive  ou : 
debtors ,  ver.  12.  With  an  apparent  defign  t< 
feclude  all  unhumbled,  impenitent  finners,  wh< 
have  no  heart  truly  to  forgive  others,  from  air 
hope  of  forgivenefs,  while  in  their  prefent  (late 
See  this  farther  .confirmed  from  Matt,  xviii 
21 — 35.  Mar.  xi.  26.  ■  No-  perfons*  in  th 
world  are  more  bitter,  fpiteful,  unforgiving,  tha 
fome  who  firmly  believe  their  fins,  pall,  prefer 
and  to  come,  are  all  forgiven.  If  they  lov 
their  own  party,  who  love  them  ;  yet  they  ar 
of  a  very  unkind,  unfriendly,  bitter  fpirit  tc 
wards  their  opponents.  Repentance  humble 
the  heart,  and  makes  men  of  a  forgiving,  b< 
nevolent,  tender,  friendly  difpofition  :  But  whe 
an  impenitent  firmer,  through  the  delufion  of  Sc 
tan,. becomes  confident  that  he  is  a  favourite  c 
heaven,  it  naturally  incrcafes  bis  pride.  An 
\ 
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From  pride  proceeds  a  contentious,  bitter  fpirit. 
But  to  return  to  the  law  of  Mofes. 

God,  by  the  mouth  of  Moles,  told  all  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  Ifrael,  Lev.  xxvi.  that  vengeance 
fhould  purfue  them  fo  long  as  they  continued 
impenitent  in  their  fins.  65  If  ye  will  not  heark¬ 
en  unto  me,  &c.  ver.  14.  I  will  appoint  over 
you  terror,  &c.  ver.  16.  And  if  ye  will  not  for 
all  this  hearken  unto  me,  then  1  will  punifh  you 
feven  times  more  for  your  fins,  ver.  18.  And 

0  * 

if  ye  walk  contrary  unto  me,  and  will  not  heark¬ 
en  unto  me,  I  will  bring  feven  times  more 
plagues  upon  you,  according  to  your  fins,  ver. 
21.  And  if  ye  will  not  be  reformed,  &c.  I  will 
punifh  you  yet  feven  times  more  for  your  fins, 
ver.  23,  24.  And  if  ye  will  not  for  all  this  heark¬ 
en  unto  me,  but  walk  contrary  unto  me  ;  then  I 
will  walk  contrary  unto  you  alfo  in  fury,  ver. 
27,  28.  Ye  ffrall  perifh  among  the  heathen, 
ver,  38.”  But  if  after  all  this,  they  fhould  be¬ 
come  truly  penitent,  then  God  would  forgive 
them.  If  they  flail  conjefs  their  iniquity ,  and 
the  iniquity  of  their  fathers ,  with  their  trefpafs 
which  they  drefpajfed  againjl  me ,  and  alfo  that 
they  have  walked  contrary  unto  me  and  that  I 
alfo  have  walked  contrary  unto  them ,  and  have 
brought  them  into  the  land  of  their  enemies  ;  if 
then  their  uncircumcvfcd  hearts  be  humbled ,  arid 
they  then  accept  the  punifiment  of  their  iniquity  : 
F hen  will  I  remember  my  covenant  with  Ja - 
cob,  and  alfo  my  covenant  with  I  fade ,  and  alfo 
my  covenant  with  Abraham  will  I  remember  ; 
and  I  will  remember  the  land  A  Ver.  40, 
41,  42, 
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See,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  Deut.  xxx.  1,  2,  3. 

And  it  (hall  come  to  pals  when  all  thefe  things 
are  come  upon  thee,  the  bleffing  and  the  curie 
which  I  have  fet  before  thee,  and  thou  fhalt 
call  them  to  mind  among  all  the  nations  whith¬ 
er  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  driven  thee,  and 
Jhalt  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God ,  &c.  with  all 
thy  heart  and  with  ail  thy  foul  ;  that  then  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  turn  thy  captivity  and  have 
compafion  on  thee ,  &c.”  compared  with  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  25- — 33  ;  where  God  declares  concerning 
the  jews  in  Babylon,  that  he  will  firft  bring 
them  to  repentance,  and  then  reftore  them  to 
their  land.  In  the  day  that  1  Jhall  have  cleanfed 
yon  from  all  your  iniquities ,  I  will  alfo  caufe  you 
to  dwell  in  the  city ,  & c.  And  in  this  view  read 
Daniel’s  confeffion  and  prayer,  in  the  behalf  of 
the  captive  Jews.  Dan.  ix.  1 — 19. 

And  as  this  was  the  true  fpirit  of  the  Mofaick 
difpenfation,  that  repentance  is  before  forgive¬ 
nefs  ;  fo  Solomon,  in  his  prayer  at  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  temple,  which  was  planned  on  that 
difpenfation,  arid  may  ferve  to  (hew  the  true 
nature  of  it,  exprefsly  and  repeatedly  holds 
forth  tl  is  dodirine,  that  repentance  is  before 
forgivenefs.  One  cannot  well  fee  in  how  ftreng 
a  point/ of  light  this  is  fet,  without  reading  the 
whole  prayer.  1  Kin.  viii.  The  temple  was  a 
type  of  the  Son  of  God  incarnate.  God  dwelt 
in  it,  as  afterwards  he  did  in  the  man  Chrifl  je- 
fus.  My  name  jhalt  be,  there,  ver.  29.  And  fo  in 
all  their  prayers  the  penitent  jew7s  looked  toward 
the  holy  temple ,  and  then  God  heard  in  heaven 
his  dwelling  place.  u  When  thy  people  Ifrael 
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fhall  be  fmitten  down  before  the  enemy,  becaufc 
they  have  finned  again!!  thee,  and Jhall  turn  again 
unto  thee,  and  confefs  thy  name,  and  pray,  and 
make  fupplication  unto  thee  in  this  houfe  ; 
then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  and  forgive,  See.  Ver. 
33?  34*  When  heaven  is  ihut  up,  and  there  is 
no  rain,  becaufe  they  have  finned  againfi  thee  ;  if 
they  pray  towards  this  place,  and  confefs  thy 
name,  and  turn  from  their  fm.  See.  then  hear  thou 
in  heaven ,  and  forgive,  Sc c.  Ver.  35,  3 6.  If 
there  be  in  the  land  famine,  peftilence,  See.  See. 
whatfoever  plague,  whatfoever  ficknefs  there  be; 
what  prayer  and  fupplication  foever  be  made 
by  any  man,  or  by  all  thy  people  Ifrael,  which 
Jhall  know  every  man  the  plague  of  his  own  heart , 
and  fpread  forth  his  hands  towards  this  houfe  ; 
then  hear  tnou  m  heaven ,  and  forgive ,  and  do 
and  give  to  every  man  according  to  his  ways, 
(i.  e.  according  as  he  appears  to  be  penitent  or 
not)  whofe  heart  thou  knoweft.  Ver.  37,  38,  00. 
li  they  fin  againfi  thee,  and  thou  be  angry  with 
them,  and  deliver  them  to  the  enemy,  fo  that 
they  carry  them  away  captives,  unto’  the  land 
ot  tne  enemy,  far  or  near  ;  yet  if  they  bethink 
tnemf elves,  in  the  land  whither  they  were  carried 
captives,  and  repent,  and  make  fupplication  un¬ 
to  thee,  in  the  land  of  them  that  carried  them 
captives,  faying.  We  have  finned ,  and  done  per- 
verjdy ,  we  have  committed  wickednefs ,  and  fo  re¬ 
turn  unto  thee  with  all  their  heart ,  and  with 
all  then  joul ,  in  the  land  of  their  enemies,  which 
led  tne  in  away  captive,  and  pray  unto  thee 
towards  their  land,  which  thou  gaveft  unto  their 
fathers,  and  the  city  .which  thou  haft  chofen,  and 

P 
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the  houfe  which  I  have  built  for  thy  name  ;  then 
hear  thou  in  heaven ,  and  forgive.  Ver.  46,  475 
48,  49,  50;”*  , 

Yea,  Solomon  lays  it  down  as  a  univerfal 
maxim,  He  that  covereth  his  fins  Jliall  not  prof¬ 
fer  ;  but  whofo  confejfeth  and  forfaketh  them  fiall 
have  mercy.  Prov.  xxviii.  13.  And  not  even 
David,  the  man  after  God  s  own  heart,  could 
be  exempted,  when  he  finned  ;  he  mull  con- 
fefs  and  repent,  before  he  could  be  forgiv¬ 
en,  and  be  followed  with  terror  and  anguifh 
until  he  did.  Pfal.  xxxii.  3,  4,  5.  When  I 
kept  filence ,  my  bones  waxed  old  ;  through  my 
roaring  all  the  day  long .  For  day  and  night  thy 
hand  was  heavy  upon  me  :  My  rnoijlure  is.  turned 
into  the  drought  of  fimmer .  /  acknowledged  my 
Jin  unto  thee ,  and  mine  iniquity  have  I  not  hid  : 
I  faid ,  /  will  confefs  my  tranfgreffions  unto 
the  Lord ,  and  thou  forgavefl  the  iniquity  of  my 
fin .  And, 

Ifaiah,  that  evangelical  prophet,  who  cries  to 
every  one  that  is  athirft,  to  come  without  mon- 

*  Some,  to  evade  the  force  of  thefe  plain  texts,  have  pretended,  tf  that 
the  repentance  infilled  upon  in  Lev.  xxvi.  and  i  Kin.  viii.  was  merely 
an  ungracious  repentance,  which  could  entitle  only  to  the  removal  of 
outward  judgments,  but  not  to  the  favour  of  God  and  eternal  hfe.” 
But  they  might  as  well  fav,  that  a  gracious  repentance  was  no  where 
lequired,  nar  pardon  and  eternal  life  prowiifed,  from  the  beginning  of 
Genefis,  to  the  viiith  Chap,  of  1  Kings,  and  fo  exclude  ail  who  lie- 
ed  before  that  period  from  any  hope  of  eternal  falva-iion.  For  they 
jnay  be  challenged  to  find  any  texts  more  exptefs  than  thefe.  The 
truth  is,  that  in  the  Jewilh  difpenfation,  which  was  altogether  fhadowyr 
the  earthly  Canaan  was  an  emblem  of  the  heavenly,  the  temporal  curfes 
of  the  eternal  curfes,  and  their  lacnfices  of  atonement,  of  the  gieat  fac* 
rifice  of  C h rift,  and  their  temple,  of  the  Son  of  God  incarnate,  and  the 
penitent  believer  was  not  only  exempted  from  outward  and  temporal, 
but  from  fpiritual  and  eternal  evils.  It  is  certain  St.  Paul  viewed  the 
Jewilh  difpenfation  in  this  light,  fion  Gal.  iii,  id — 29.  And  from  thsf 
cpiltle  to  the  Hebrew's,  throughout, 
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ey,  in  the  fame  place  does,  as  plainly,  teach,  that' 
repentance  is  before  forgivenefs.  Ifai.  lv.  7.  Let 
the  wicked  forfake  his  way ,  and  the  unrighteous  man 
his  thoughts  ;  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord , 
and  he  will  have  mercy  on  hi7n  ;  and  to  our  God, 
for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.  And, 

Jeremiah  preaches  the  fame  doctrine.  Jer. 
in  5.  Thus  faith  the  Lord ,  What  iniquity  have 
your  fathers  found  in  me ,  that  they  are  gone  far 
from  me,  and  have  walked  after  vanity ,  and  are 
become  vain  ?  Ver.  11.  Ila.h  a  nation  changed 
their  gods ,  which  are  yet  no  gods  ?  But  my  peo¬ 
ple  hath  changed  their  glory,  for  that  which  doth 
not  p)  oft,  Ver.  ig.  Thine  own  wickednefs  Jhall 
cor reH  thee ,  and  thy  back-fli dings  f  tall  reprove 
thee  :  Know  therefore  and  fee,  that  it  is  an  evil 
thing  and  bitter ,  that  thou  haji  for faken  the  Lord 
thy  God,- and  that  my  fear  is  not  in  thee ,  faith  the 
Lord  God  of  hojls.  Chap.  iii.  12.  Go ,  and  pro¬ 
claim  thefe  words  towards  the  north ,  and'  fay ,  Rc 
turn,  thou  backjlidmg  If  rad ,  faith  the  Lord .  and 
I  will  not  caufe  mine  anger  to  fall  upon*  you. 
Chap.  iv.  1-.  If  thou  zvilt  return,  0  Ifrael,  faith 
the  Lord,  return  unto  me.-  Ver.  3,  4,  Thus  faith 
the  Lord  to  the  men  of  Judah  and  Jerufalem 
Break  up  your  fallow  ground,  and  fow  not  amom 
taorns.  Circumcife  yourf elves  to  the  Lord,  and 
take  away  the  forefkins  of  your  hearts,  left  my  fu¬ 
ry  come  forth  like  fire.  And,  7  77 

Ezekiel,  infpired  by  the  fame  fpirit,  fpeaks 
the  lame  language.  Chap,  xviii.  30,  qi,  q2 
Repent  and  turn  yoiirfielves  from  all  your  tranf- 
grejjions  :  So  iniquity  Jhall  not  be  your  ruin. 
Lajt  away  from  you  all  your  travfgrejfions ,  where - 
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by  ye  have  tranfgrejfed ,  and  make  you  a  new  heart 
and  a  new  fpint  :  For  why  will  you  die ,  0  houfe 
of  Ifrael  ?  For  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of 
him  that  dieth ,  faith  the  Lord  God  :  Wherefore r 
turn  yourf elves ,  and  live  ye .  Chap,  xxxiii.  11. 
That  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way ,  /it/d  ;  Tforw 

ye,  why  will  ye  die ,  0  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?  All 

exatily  'agreeable  to  the  language  of  Solomon’s 
prayer,  before  cited,  i  Kings  viii.  46 — 50* 
To  the  fame  purpofe,  fee  alfo,  Hoi.  xiv.  i,  2,  3. 
Toel  ii.  12—18.  But,  to  pals  on  to  .the  New- 
Tcllameni. 

John  the  baptift,  who  was  fent  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  holy,  heavenly  kingdom  of  the  Mef- 
fiah.  into  which  no  man  could  enter  unlefs  born  oj 
'water  and  of  the  Spirit ,  Joh.  iii.  5,  preached 
in  the  wildernefs  of  Judea,  faying,  Repent ,  for 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand .  As  if  he  had 
had  laid,  “  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  Meffiah’s 
kingdom,  fo  holy,  fo  like  to  that  kingdom  which 
is  in  heaven,  that  no  impenitent  firmer,  while 
fucb,  can  be  a  member  of  it,  or  fhare  in  its 
bleffings.  Therefore,  repent,  for  the  kingdom 

*  To  affirm,  as  two  late  writers  (Mr.  Sandcman,  and  after  him  Mr. 
Cud  worth)  do,  that  every  true  penitent  may  be  forgiven  apfolutely,  with¬ 
out  any  atonement  at  all,  is  implicitly  to  affirm,  that  the  Old  and  New- 
Teftamentsare  not  from  God  ;  the  chief  defigu  of  both  which,  being  to 
teach,  that  without  Jhtddmg  of  bleed,  there  can  be  no  umijion. .  And  to 
bring  the  xviiith  and  xxxiiid  of  Ezekiel,  to  prove  the  point,  is  to  fup- 
pofe  tbal  Ezekiel  was  not  infpired  by  the  fame  Spirit  which  infpired 
the  other  facred  writers.  Mere  law,  pramifes  hie  to  nothing  ihoit  of 
finlefs  perfection,  and  curies  the  man  that  tails  in  the  kail  point. 
Deut.  xxvii.  26.  And  there  is  no  deliverance,  for  true  penitents,  horn 
this  curfe  according  to  the  Gofpel,  but  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  Gal. 
iii  1  o—  It .  And  therefore  the  captive  Jews,  when  brought  to  repent¬ 
ance  were  d hefted  to  look  and  pray  towards  the  holy  temple,  and  in 
this  way,  hope  for  pardon.  1  Kin.  vm.  .  And  to  fuppoie  that  Ezekiel 
in  Babylon,  taught  them  to  expeft  pardon  in  a  way  contrary  to  the  dii- 
penfat  ion  they  were  under,  is  to  fuppofe  him  a  falfe  prophet,  bee  Sec¬ 
tion  V.  of  this  Eifay.  p.  113. 
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of  heaven  is  at  hand  ;  the  Meffiah  will  foon 
make  his  appearance,  repent  and  be  prepared 
to  receive  him.”  Thus  he  preached,  and  many 
cj the  children  of  Ifrael  did  he  turn  to  the  Lord 
their  God ,  and  lb  made  ready  a  people  prepared 
for  the  Lord  Jefus .  Luke  i.  *6,  17.  For  when 
the  Meffiah  made  his  appearance,  although  ma¬ 
ny  were  filled  with  a  temporary  joy,  yet  not  one 
received  him,  as  the  Meffiah,  but,  thofe  who 
were  born  of  God,.  Joh.  i.  11 — 13..  1  Joh.  v. 
i*.  This  doflrine.  of  repentance  John  preached 
to  all  the  people,  to  the  pharifees,  to  the  faddu- 
cees,  to  the  publicans,  foldiers,  &c.  and  .whofoev- 
er  came,  conf effing  their  fins,  he  admitted  to 
bap ti fin,  as  an  external  fign  of  the  remiffion  of 
fins.  Firfl  they  muft  repent,  and  then  be  bap¬ 
tized  for,  the  remiffion  of  fins.  And  thus  John 
preached  Jhe  baptifm  of  repentance,  for  the  remifi 
fion  of  finis  ;  placing  repentance  before  forgive¬ 
nefs,  juft  as  Mofes  and  the  prophets  had  done 
before  him..  Mat.  iii.  1 — 12..  Mar.  i.  1 — 5. 
Luk,  iiL  3—14.  And,, 

jefus  Chrift  taught  the  fame  doclrine.  Re¬ 
pent  ye,  and. believe  the  Gofpcl.  Mar.  i.  15.  I 
came  to  call  j inner s  to  repentance.  Luk.  v.  32. 
There  is  joy  m  heaven  .over  one  firmer -that  repent - 
dh.  Luk.  xv.  7..  1  came  to  heal  the  broken - 
hearted .  Luk.  iv.  18 — 21. .  BleJJed  are  they  that 
mourn ,  for  they  Jhall  be  comforted.  Mat.  v.  4.: 
li  fit,  except,  ye  repent,  ye  Jhall  all  perifii.  Luk., 
xiii.  3.  5.  And  this  doctrine  he  exemplified  at 
large  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  fon,  who  comes 
to  himfeij,  repents,  and  returns  to  his  father,  and 
ib  obtains  forgivenefs.  Luk.  xv.  17 — 20.  Yea^, 

P 
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now  he  is  exalted  in  heaven,  to  be  a  prince  and 
a  faviour,  he  communicates  thefe  bleflings  in  the 
fame  order,  he  gives  repentance  unto  Ifrael ,  and 
remifjion  of  fins.  Afts  v.  31.  And  he  obferv- 

ed  the  fame  order  in  his  commifTion  to  his  apef- 
ties,  to  preach  in  his  name  repentance  and  re - 
mijjjion  of  fins  to  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jeru- 
falem.  Luk.  xxiv.  48.  And,  accordingly, 
The  apoftles  began,  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft, 
being  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  preach 
at  Jerufalem,  in  the  fame  order.  Afts  ii.  38. 
Repent ,  and  be  baptized ,  every  one  of  you ,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefis^  for  the  remiffion  of fins.'® 
And  as  they  began,  fo  they  went  on.  Afts  iii* 
19.  Repent  and  be  converted ,  that  your  fns  may 
be  blotted  out .  And  when  Paul  was  converted 
to  Chrifiianity,  and  fent  to  preach  the  Gofpel  to 
the  Gentiles,  it  was,  to  open  their  eyes ,  and  turn 
them  from  darknefs  to  lights  and  from  the  power 
of  Satan  unto  Godz  that  they  might  receive  forgive - 
nefs  of  Jins .  Afts  xxvi.  18.  And,  accordingly^ 

he  went  forth  and  preached  every  where,  that 
th pyjhould.  repent  and  turn  to  God ,  ver.  20.  Teftify- 
ing  both  to  jews  and  Greeks  repentance  toward 
God ,  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrfl . 
Chap.  xx.  21.  And.  as  to  thofc,  who  fhut  their 

*  As  to  A&s  ii.  38,  feme  objc&,  “  that  the  3000  had  a  faving  faith, 
and  were  juiti£ed  by  that  conviction,  that  Jefus  was  the  Mefliah,  which 
jrickerl  them  to  the  heart,  with  a  fenfe  of  their  guilt,  as  being  his  mur- 
<ierers,  before  they  did  repent.”  Eut  if  fo,  they  had  a  right  to  baptifm 
before  they  repented.  For  a  faving  faith  gives  a  right  to  baptifm, 
A£ls  viii.  37.  But  it  is  plain  Peter  calls  upon  them  to  repent  fir  it,  be¬ 
fore  baptifm  ;  nor  did  he  baptize  any  butthofe  who  appeared  to  receive 
his  u'O-il  gladly.  That  kind  of  faith,  therefore,  which  was  before,  and 
without  repentance,  as  in  Peter’s  judgment,  it  did  not  entitle  to  bap- 
<-;fm  ;  fo  neither  to  pardon  and  falvatiou.  For  it  was  an  acknowledged 
uoint  in  the  apoilolick  age,  that  that  faith,  which  entitles  to  falvaiion, 
cnti'H-  to  baptifm,  . 
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eyes, flopped  their  ears, and  hardened  their  hearts* 
and  were  given  up  to  deftru&ion,  in  the  days 
of  Ifaiah,  of  Chrift  and  of  his  apoftles,  their  fen- 
tence  runs  thus,  in  which  is  clearly  taught,  that* 
according  to  God’s  eftablifhed  method  of  dif* 
penfing  pardon,  repentance  is  before  forgivenefs, 
Lef  they  fhould  fee  with  their  eyes^  hear  with  their 
ears3  underjland  with  their  hearty  and  Jhould  be 
converted ,  and  I  Jhould  heal  them .  Ifai.  vi.  10, 
Mat,  xiii.  15.  Afts  xxviii.  27.  For  what  is 
meant  by  their  being  healed  is  declared,  in  Mar, 
iv.  12*  And  their  fins  Jhould  be  forgiven  them , 
So  that  this  dofirine  has  been  taught  by  Mo¬ 
les  and  the  prophets,  by  Chrifl  and  his  apoftles ; 
and  if  one  fhould  attempt  to  make  a  colleQion, 
there  is,  doubtlefs,  as  great  a  number  of  fcripture 
texts,  which  reprefent  repentance  as  neceffary 
to  pardon,  as.  there  is  that  reprefent  faith  as 
neceffary  thereto.  And  we  may  with  as  good 
a  face,  and  with  as  much  confiftency  with  fcrip¬ 
ture  language,  affirm  that  we  are  forgiven  before 
faith,  as  that  we  are  forgiven  before  repentance. 
And  it  is  plain,  that  the  repentance  fpoken  of 
through  the  fcriptures,  as  being  before  forgive¬ 
nefs,  is  not  an  ungracious,  unfaving  repentance  ; 
but  a  gracious,  faving  repentance  ;  becaufe  par¬ 
don  is  conftantly  connefted  with  it;  To  thefc 
proofs  from  fcripture  texts,  may  be  added  tliefe 
Scriptural  arguments.  N.  B.  All,  except  the 
grolfeft  fort  of  antinomians,  acknowledge  thac 
faith  is  before  forgivenefs  ;  as  the  fcriptures  fo 
exprefsly  declare,  that  he  that  belicvetk  not  is 
condemned ,  and  the  wrath  of  God  ahideth  on  him. 
Joh,  iii.  18.  36,  If  therefore  it  can  be  proved 
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that  repentance  is  eflential  to  faith,  it  w  ill  follow 
that  repentance  is  before  forgivenefs. 

Argument  I.  To  believe  the  Gofpel  to  be 
true  with  all  the  heart,  is  before  forgivenefs  ; 
but  repentance  is  implied  in  believing  the  Gof¬ 
pel  to  be  true  with  all  the  heart  :  Therefore, 
repentance  is  before  forgivenefs.  That  repent¬ 
ance  is  implied  in  believing  the  Gofpel  to  be 
true  with  all  the  heart,  is  evident  For,. 

The  import  of  the  cxofs  of  Chrift  is,  c;  that 
God  is  an  abfolutely  perfeft,  an  infinitely  glori¬ 
ous  and  amiable  being,  infinitely  worthy  of  fu-, 
preme  love  and  honour,  and  univerfal  obedi¬ 
ence  ;  that  the  divine,  law  is  holy,  juft  and 
good,  a  glorious  law,.  worthy  to  be  magnified 
and  made  honourable.;  that  our  difaffe&ion  to 
the.  divine  charafler  and  rebellion  againft  God, 
is  infinitely  criminal  As  hath  been  already 
proved.  Se£t.  IV.  But  with  all  our  hearts  to 
come  into  thefe  fentiments,  and  cordially  be¬ 
lieve  them  to  be  true,  is.  to  begin  to  repent,  in 
the  fcripture  fenfe  of  the  word.  As  hath  been 
alfo  already  proved,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
feflion,  and  in  Seft.  III.  Indeed,  to  believe 
thefe  truths  by  the  dint  of  external  evidence, 
againft  the  grain  of  the  heart,  as  the  Devil  does, 
doth  not  imply  repentance,  nor  will  fuch  a  faith 
entitle  to  paVdon.  But  to  believe  them  .with  all 
the  heart ,  cordially  to  come  into  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  fc  what  St.  Paul  means,  by  repentance 
toward  God.  Afts  xx.  21.  And,  hence  we  may- 
fee  the  true  meaning  of  our  Saviour’s  words.  Re¬ 
pent.  and  believe  the  Gofpel.  For  we  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  the  Gofpel  to  be  true  with  ail  the  heart, 
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without  repentance.  And  hence,  that  phrafe 
of  the  apoftle,  2  Tim.  ii.  25.  In  rneeknefs  in- 
ftru&ing  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves  ;  if  per- 
adventure  Cod  will  give  them  repentance  to  the 
acknowledging  of  the  truth.  Herefy  is  altogether 
of  a  criminal  nature,  a  work  of  the  fefh ,  and 
reckoned  up  along  with  idolatry  and  murder. 
Gal.  v.  19 — 21.  Impenitent  Tinners  cordially 
love  error,  but  they  hate  the  truths  of  the  Goi- 
pel.  Nor  can  they  be  brought  to  believe  them 
with  all  the  heart,  unlefs  God  give  them  repent¬ 
ance.  And,  therefore,  repentance  is  implied  in 
faith,  and  fo  is  before  forgivenefs. 

Arc.  II.  To  look*  to  the  free  grace  of  God, 
in  the  name  of  Chrift,  for  pardon,  is  effential  to 
that  faith  in  Chrilt’s  blood,  which  i-s  before  for¬ 
givenefs  }  but  repentance  is  implied  in  thus 
looking  to  God  for  pardon  in  the  name  of 
Chrift  :  Therefore,  repentance  is  before  for¬ 
givenefs. 

All  after  afls  of  faith,  with  refpeft  to  the  par¬ 
don  of  fins  committed  after  converfion,  are  of 
the  fame  nature  with  the  firft  a 6t  of  faith  ;  as  is 
evident,  from  Paul’s  bringing  the  example  of 
David  to  explain  and  prove  his  point,  whofe  fin 
and  repentance  wrere  long  after  his  converfion. 
Compare  Rom.  iv.  6,  7,  8,  with  Pfal.  xxxii. 
But  faints  are  direfted  to  look  to  God  for  the 
pardon  of  daily  tranfgreflions.  Matt.  vi.  12. 
Forgive  us  our  debts.  And  in  Job.  xvi.  23, 
Chrift  has  taught  his  difciples  to  look  to  God 
in  his  name  for  all  things  ;  and  fo  for  pardon 
among  the  reft.  So  David  prays  for  pardon, 
Pfal.  li.  And  fo  every  penitent  lira-elite  was 
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directed  to  pray  for  pardon,  looking  towards 
the  holy  temple,  1  Kin.  viii.  which  was  a  type 
of  Chrifl.  ;  h 

But  to  look  to  God  for  pardon  in  the  name 
of  Chrifl  implies  repentance.  Cordially  to  alk 
for  the  pardon  which  the  Gofpel  offers,  is  cor¬ 
dially  to  acknowledge  we  need  that  pardon  ; 
which  is  cordially  to  own  that  we  are  to  blame, 
as  the  Gofpel  fuppofes,  which  is  to  begin  to  re¬ 
pent.  And  to  afk  in  the  name  of  Chrifl ,  is  to 
acknowledge,  that  we  are  not  fit  to  be  pardon¬ 
ed  ;  confidered  as  in  ourfelves,  are  too  bad 
yea,  are  fo  bad,  that  juftice  calls  for  our  de- 
ftruQion,  nor  can  God  confidently  with  his  hon¬ 
our  forgive  us,  but  through  the  blood  of  his- 
own  Son.  Which  fuppofes,  that  we  have  a 
true  fenfe  of  the  great  evil  of  fin,  in  which  re¬ 
pentance  cordially  confifts. 

We  cannot  from  the  heart  look  to  God  for 
pardon  in  the  name  of  Chrifl,  only  as  we  in  our 
hearts  feel  that  we  are  to  blame,  and  deferve 
to  be  punifhed  according  to  the  true  import  of 
law  and  Gofpel.  But  cordially  to  come  into 
this  view  of  ourfelves,  fo  as  from  the  heart  to 
fay  with  the  publican,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
finner ,  is  true  repentance.  Luk.  x viii.  14.  It  is 
the  chara£ler  of  an  impenitent  finner  to  hide 
and  cover  his  fins  ;  but  he  that  confejfcth  and 
forfaketh  them  fhall  have  mercy.  So  far  as  one 
is  cordial  in  his  confeffion,  fo  far  he  does  actu¬ 
ally  give  up  his  fins,  and  begins  to  forfake  them. 
No  impenitent  finner  from  the  heart  will  own 
himfelf  to  blame,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  he  is 
charged  by  God  in  his  law?  nor  in  the  fenfe  the 
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Gofpel  fuppofes,  when  it  calls  him  to  repent  and 
off  ers  pardon.  And  while  one  will  not  cordial¬ 
ly  own  himfelf  to  blame  as  he  is  charged,  nor 
own  he  needs  the  pardon  which  is  offered,  he 
cannot  from  the  heart  look  to  God  for  it,  much 
lefs  look  in  the  name  of  Chrift.  To  fay  other- 
wife,  evidently  implies  a  contradiftion.  Com¬ 
pare  1  Kin.  viii.  46 — 50,  with  A6ts  xx.  21. 

Thus,  from  exprefs  fcripture  texts,  and  from 
tnefe  icriptural  arguments,  the  point  hands  prov¬ 
ed,  that  repentance  is  before  forgivenefs.  Some 
objefilions  have  been  already  obviated  ;  the 
red  we  will  now  proceed  to  llate  and  anfwer. 

Object.  1.  We  read  of  fome,  who  are 
reprelented  as  exercifing  repentance,  when  in  a 
ienfe  their  fins  are  already  forgiven.  Ezek. 
xvi.  63.  Luk.  vii.  36—48.” 

A nsw.  Very  true.  And  no  doubt  it  is  thus 
witn  all  true  converts.  Their  repentance,  in- 
fiead  of  ceafing,  is  always  increafed  by  a  fenfe 
of  divine  forgivenefs.  Compare  Lev.  xxvi. 
40,  41,  with  Ezek.  xvi.  63.  But  where  do  we 
lead  of  any  whole  fins  are  forgiven  while  they 
continue  impenitent,  enemies  to  God,  and  ob- 
ftinate  in  their  rebellion  P  No  where.  Rather 
this  is  the  united  voice  ot  a!i  divine  revelation, 
Except  ye  repent*  ye  Jhall  all  hkewife  peri  fa* 
And,  therefore,  repent  and  be  converted^  that  your 
Jins  may  be  blotted  out . 


Object.  2.  If  AQs  in.  ig9  will  prove  re¬ 
pentance  and  converfion  to  be  before  forgive¬ 
nefs,  it  will  equally  prove,  that  none  are  forgiv¬ 
en  until  the  day  of  judgment,  which  is  the 
nme  oj  refrejhmg  there  referred  to.’* 
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A nsw.  Whatfoever  entitles  a  man  to  pardon, 
according  to  the  Gofpel  in  this  prefen t  time, 
will  entitle  him  to  pardon,  when  Chrift  (hail 
come  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day.  For 
he  will  judge  the  world  then,  according  to  the 
Gofpel.  Therefore,  thofe  who  repent  and  are 
converted  now,  exclufive  of  all  impenitent,  un¬ 
converted  finners,  (hall  be  publickly  owned  by 
Chrift  at  that  time.  But  if  the  Gofpel  pardons 
impenitent  (inners  now,  Chrift  mult  accept  them 
then,  for  he  muft  judge  the  world  according  to 
the  Gofpel.  And  he,  who  hath  a  title  to  heav¬ 
en  according  to  the  Gofpel,  muft  be  admitted 
then.  And,  therefore,  if  impenitent  (inners  have 
a  title  to  heaven  according  to  the  Gofpel,  into 
heaven  they  will  go.  For  the  Judge  will,  in 
honour  to  himfelr,  be  obliged  to  admit  all  who 
have  a  title  according  to  his  own  Gofpel.  And, 
therefore,  if  the  antinomians’  fenfe  of  this  text  is 
true,  Peter  had  no  occaficn  to  fav,  Repent  and 
be  converted ,  that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out , 
'when  the  time  of  rejrefiing  flail  come .  Rather 
he  ought  to  have  laid,  “  Believe  that  your  fins 
are  blotted  out,  impenitent  and  unconverted  as 
you  are,  and  it  (bail  be  unto  you  according  to 
your  faith,  when  the  time  of  refrefhing  (hall 
come  :  For  God  (lands  bound  by  his  promife, 
that  you  (hall  not  be  difappointed.” 

Ob  j  ect.  3.  66  A  true  penitent  is  a  good  man, 
and  rnav  therefore  be  jullified  on  the  foot  of 
his  own  goodnefs,  and  therefore  need  not  be¬ 
lieve  on  him  that  jujlifeth  the  ungodly .  Rom.  iv.  5.” 

Answ.  No  impenitent  finner  will  cordially 
own  himfclf  ungodly,  in  the  fenfe  charged  upon 
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him  by  his  Judge  :  No  impenitent  Tinner  there¬ 
fore  is  willing,  or  ever  did,  6S  believe  on  him  that 
Juflifieth  the  ungodly ,  in  the  fenfe  the  Gofpel  in¬ 
vites  us  to ;  as  was  proved, p.  x  765 1 775 1 7  8, 1 79.* 
Befides,  if  arguments  will  not  do,  yet  fa  bis  are 
fubborn  things .  And  it  is  a  plain  fa6i,  that  Da¬ 
vid  was  a  true  penitent,  and  was  pardoned  af¬ 
ter  he  repented.  Pfal.  xxxii.  3,  4,  5.  And  yet 
David  was  not  a  good  man  in  fuch  a  fenfe  as 
that  he  could  be  juftified  on  the  foot  of  his  own 
goodnefs,  according  to  St.  Paul.  Nay,  juft  the 
reverfe  ;  for,  from  this  very  inftance  of  David, 
Paul  proves,  that  we  are  not  juftilied  by  our 
own  goodnefs,  but,  by  believing  on  him  that  juf 
tifieth  the  ungodly ,  Rom.  iv.  5,  6,  7,  8.  And 
Abraham  had  been  a  true  penitent  above  twen¬ 
ty  years,  as  all  parties  acknowledge,  when  it 
was  laid  of  him,  that  he  believed  God ,  and  it  was 
imputed  to  him  for  nghteoufnefs  ;  which  is  the 
other  faft,  by  which  St.  Paul  illuftrates  and 

*  N.  B.  Antinomian  converts,  when  they  believe  their  fins  are  forgiv¬ 
en,  do  not  believe  that  thofe  f  ns  are  forgiven,  which  they,  in  fa6t  fund 
charged  with  by  the  divine  law.  For  thev  do  not  think  themfelves  guilty 
of  thoje  fins.  They  juftify  themfelves,  in  that,  in  which  the  divine  law 
chiefly  condemns  them.  1  hey  fay,  that  it  is  “  utterly  impoflible  ” 
yea.  41  inconhftent  with  our  original  conftitution,  and  with  the  law’  of 
God,”  to  yield  obedience  to  the  firft  and  great  command,  Thou fhalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart .  And  if  I,  an  unpardoned  finner,  do 
not  deferve  eternal  damnation,  for  not  loving  God  with  all  my  heart,  I 
do  not  need  the  pardon  the  Gofpel  offers.  Rather  the  offer  of  fuch  a 
pardon,  is  an  injury  to  me.  It  fuppofes  me  to  blame,  when  I  am  not 
to  blame.  For,  if  “  there  is  no  lovelinefs  conceivable,”  in  the  divine 
nature,  until  God  is  reconciled  tome  ;  and  if  it  is  impoflible,  “  utter¬ 
ly  impoflible”  to  love  him  ;  and  even  “  contrary  to  the  conffitution  of 
a  rea  ton  able  creature  and  to  the  law  of  God.”  I  cannot  be  at  all  to 
biame  foi  not  loving  him,  nor  do  I  in  this  cafe,  need  any  pardon  at  all. 
Nay,  the  cuile  of  the  law  in  this  cafe,  muff  needs  fill  me  with  hatred 
and  heart-nlmgs  m  fpite  of  my  heart.  Nor  can  I  forgive  my  Maker 
and  feel  wed  to  him,  until  he  delivers  me  from  the  curie.  So  that  an 
an  uionmn  convert,  is  at  the  greateft  diftance  from  feein"  that  he  needs 
the  pardon  which  the  Gofpel  offers.  See  Se£t.  IXC 
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proves  his  do&rine  of  j unification.  The  ob- 
jeftor,  therefore,  quite  mifunderftands  St.  Paul, 
whofe  real  meaning  has  been  already  ftated. 
Se£t.  V.  He  whofe  heart  is  agreeable  to  the 
import  of  this  obje&ion,  never  yet  faw  the 
great  evil  of  (in.  For  in  the  objection  it  is  vir¬ 
tually  denied  to  be  an  infinite  evil.  Socinians 
and  deifts  openly  deny  the  infinite  evil  of  fin  ; 
and  on  this  ground,  deny  the  neceffity  of  an 
infinite  atonement.  Antinomians  are  not  fa 
confident  ;  for  they  profefs  to  believe  an  infi¬ 
nite  atonement,  and  yet  virtually  deny  fin  to  be 
an  infinite  evil. 

Object.  4.  “  To  fay,  that  repentance  is  be¬ 
fore  forgivenefs,  difconcerts  my  whole  fcheme 
of  religion,  and.  razeth  the  very  foundation  of 
all  my  hopes.  For,  it  is  granted  on  all  hands, 
that  true  repentance  arifeth  from  love  to  God. 
But  to  love  God  before  my  fins  are  pardoned, 
is  impoflible.  For,  it  is  my  believing  that  my 
fins  are  pardoned,  that  induces  me  to  love  God. 
When  I  can  believe  that  Chrift  died  for  me  in 
particular,  and  that  my  fins  are  forgiven,  then  X 
can  love  God  and  repent.  But  to  repent  be¬ 
fore  forgivenefs,  is  new  doCtrine  to  me.” 

A  nsw.  True,  it  is  granted,  that  repentance 
arifes  from  love  to  God.  And,  therefore,  if 
repentance  is  before  forgivenefs,  love  to  God 
is  before  forgivenefs  too.  And  that  this  effec¬ 
tually  overthrows  the  objector’s  whole  fcheme, 
is  alfo  true  beyond  difpute.  And,  as  it  is  plain, 
that  Chrift  ordered  repentance  and  rcmiffion  of 
fins ,  in  this  order,  to  be  preached  in  his  name 

a  finful  guilty  world  ;  and,  in  this  order  the 
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apo  files  preached  them  ;  fo,  no  man  has  any 
warrant  from  the  Gofpel  to  preach  or  to  believe 
forgivenefs  of  fins,  in  any  other  order.  Nav5 
he  who  believes  his  fins  are  forgiven  before  re¬ 
pentance,  r'efufing  to  give  credit  to  the  word  of 
God,  he  believes  a  lie  ;  and  all  religious  affec¬ 
tions  begotten  by  this  belief,  are  founded  in 
falfehood,  and  are  an  abomination  in  the  fight 
of  God.  And  thus  it  will  appear,  when  Cbrift 
comes  to  judge  the  world  according  to  his  own- 
Gofpel. 

Object.  5.  “  But  are  we  not  juflified  by 
faith  alone  P” 

A N  S  W.  1 .  We  are  juflified  by  Chrift’s  right- 
eoufnels  alone.  If  you  fpeak  of  that  which 
qualifies  us  for,  and  recommends  us  to  the  di¬ 
vine  favour,  pardon  and  eternal  life  ;  neither 
faith  nor  repentance  have,  in  this  fenfe,  any 
hand  in  our  juflification.  To  fay  otherwife,  is 
to  contradia  Jaw  and  Gofpel,  and  in  efFeti  to 
give  up  the  whole  of  divine  revelation.  As 
has  been  already  proved.  Se0:.  V.  “  True, 
but  are  we  not  interefted-  in  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift,  by  faith  alone  ?” 

2.  There  is  a  kind  of  faith,  which  is,  in  its 
own  nature,  alone,  as  it  fi r ft  exifts,  unattended 
with  any  one  chriftian  grace  :  And  through  the 
whole  period  of  its  exiftence,  it  is  alone.  It 
begins  to  exift  without  repentance  and  conver- 
fion,  and  it  continues  to  exift,  without  a  holy 

1  e*  *s  ca^ecl?  James  ii.  2 6,  a  dead  faith . 

As  the  body  without  the  Spirit  is  dead,  fo  faith 

without  works  is  dead  alfo.  Ver.  1 7,  it  is  dead  be¬ 
ing  alone . 
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Being  alone.  By  being  alone,  the  apoftle 
does  not  mean,  that  it  is  unattended  by  any 
kind  of  affeQions.  Even  the  devil’s  faith,  the 
apofllc  obferv.es,  is  not  alone  in  this  fenfe.  He 
not  only  believes,  but  alfo  trembles.  And  ma~ 
ny  who  have  a  dead  faith,  a  faith  which  proves 
unfruitful,  and  fo  apparently  and  evidently  a 
dead  faith  ;  yet,  as  our  Saviour  obferves,  receive 
the  word  with  jcy ,  and  endure  for  a  while.  So 
the  Ifraelites  believed  the  Lord  and  his  fervant 
Mofes  at  the  red  Tea,  and  fang  his  praife^  but 
foon  for  gat  his  works.  Their  faith  was  not  of 
fuch  a  kind  as  would  anfwer  the  end,  to  carry 
them  through  the  trials  before  them.  When  it 
came  to  be  proved,  it  was  found  to  be  a  dead 
faith.  It  was  in  its  own  nature  dead  from  the 
fu ff,  although  it  did  not  appear  to  be  dead  until 


their  religious  affe&ions  were  merely  from  felf- 
Jove,  excited  by  a  fenfe  of  their  great  deliver¬ 
ance,  and  the  expectation  of  foon  arriving  to  a 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  So  their 
faith  was  unattended  by  any  one  divine  virtue; 


it  was  alone,  m  this  reipect  at  nrit  :  Ana  10,  or 
courfe,  it  proved  to  be  a  faith  without  works , 
that  is,  without  any  holy  works.  For  their 


they  were  zealous  and  very  forward  in  building 
the  tabernacle,  every  one  contributing  of  his 
own  free-will,  enough,  and  more  than  enough. 
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fooner  were  they  difappointed,  than  at  pnce  all 
their  Teeming  goodnefs  turned  into  blafphemy. 
Whereas,  Mofes,  after  he  was  fecluded  from  the 
promifed  land,  loved  God  as  well  as  ever,  and 
was  as  faithful  in  his  fervice.  For  he  really 
loved  the  God  he  believed  in,  he  loved  his  true 
and  real  chara&er,  and  was  heartily  interefted 
in  the  honour  of  his  great  name.'  And  this 
love  gave  him  life  and  fpirit,  and  naturally  made 
him  prayerful  and  aftive.  And  thus,  his  faith 
worked  by  love.  Without  this  love,  his  faith 
had  been  as  dead  and  inactive  as  the'  faith  of 
the  carnal  Ifraelites.  But  his  fupreme  love  to 
God,  whom  he  conftantly  had  in  view,  as  it 
were  feeing  him- who  is  invifible ,  made  his  faith 
a  living  faith.  For  he  loved  God  fo  entirely, 
that  it  appeared  to  him,  of  all  things  in  the  uni- 
verfe,  the  beft,  to  be  wholly  devoted  to  his  in- 
tereft  and  honour,  as  long  as  he  lived.  Yea* 
to  love  and  enjoy  him  to  perfeCl  ion  forever, 
was  the  very  recomp erife  of  reward  he  had  in 
view*  in  the  world  to  come.  Whereas,  the  car¬ 
nal  Ifraelites,  the  more  they  knew  of  God’s  real 
chara&er,  the  more  they  hated  it  ;  until  they 
came  to  wifhethemfelves  back  again  into  Egypt; 
yea,  to  wifh  they  had  died  in  Egypt,  rather 
than  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  God  of  Ifrael. 

Faith  Wiih&kt  works  is  dead.  'Without  works. 
Where  there  is  no  love,  there  are  no  works,  in 
the  feripture  fenfe  of  the  word.  -  This  is  the  love 
of  God  that  ye- keep  his  commandments ,  and  his 
commandments  are  not  grievous .  It  is  a  pleafure 
to  imitate  a  character  which  charms  our  hearts, 
to  honour  a  perfpn  we  greatly  efteem?  and  pleafe 

q 
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one  we  greatly  love.  The  duties  of  a  chriftian 
life,  are  only  praftical  expreffions  of  love  to 
God  ;  they  are  nothing  el fe  than  love  to  God, 
and  reduced  to  practice.  Love  to  God,  is  the 
life  and  foul  of  every  good  work.  Where  there 
is  no  love  to  God,  all  our  works  are  dead  works , 
in  the  feripture  fenfe  of  the  phrafe.  They  are 
gracelefs,  felfilh,  hypocritical  works.  So  that 
faith  without  works, "without  a  courfe  of  holy 
obedience  to  all  the  divine  commands,  is  a  faith 
which  is  without  love  to  God  in  the  heart. 
And  fo,  it  is  a  faith  which  is  without  a  fenfe  of 
the  fupreme  infinite  amiablenefs  of  the  divine 
nature  ;  without  a  fenfe  of  which,  there  can  be 
no  true  fenfe  of  the  infinite  evil  of  fin.  And 
fo  it  is  a  faith  without  repentance  in  the  firft 
moment  of  its  exiftence,  and  a  faith  without 
works;  in,  the  whole  period  of  its  exiftence. 
And,  fo,  in  its  own  nature  a  dead  faith.  And, 
that  a  man  .  cannot  be  juftified  by  this  kind  of 
faith  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  epiftle  of 
James,  but  from  all  the  forecited  texts  of  ferip¬ 
ture,  which  teach  that  repentance  is  before  for¬ 
givenefs. 

3.  Repentance  is  implied  in  the  very  nature 
of  that  true  and  living  faith,  by  which  alone  a 
finner  is  united  to  Chrift,  and  interefted  in  his 
righteoufnefs  and  atonement,  and  fo  entitled  to 
pardon,  juftification  and  eternal  life.  This  has 
been  already  proved,  p.  176,  177,  178,  179, 
and  (hall  be  now  ftill  farther  confirmed. 

It  is  faid  concerning  the  apoftolick  converts, 
on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  A&s  ii.  that  they  glad- 

received  the  word  ;  and  it  is  manifelt  that  in 
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doing  fo,  they  became  true  penitents ,  and  true 
believers ,  both  at  once^  in  the  eftimation  of  the 
apoftles.  Compare  ver.  38.  41.  44* 

There  are  fome  truths  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 
they  may  be  believed  with  all  the.  heart ,  may  be 
received  for  true,  gladly,  and  be  afled  upon  as 
fuch,  without  repentance.  Thus,  in  a  time  of 
great  fcarcity  of  bread  on  an  ifland,  the  news  of  a 
plentiful  importation  of  corn,  to  be  diftributed 
among  the  inhabitants  without  money  and  with¬ 
out  price,  to  whofoever  comes,  may  be  receiv¬ 
ed  gladly,  and  believed  with  all  the  heart,  and) 
the  people  may  flock  together  to  the  place  of 
fupply,  without  any  thing  like  repentance.  So, 
did  the  Gofpel  limply  bring  the  news  of  deliver¬ 
ance  from  hell,  and  of  eternal  joys  in  heaven,, 
to  be  the  portion  of  every  child  of  Adam,  who 
hears  and  believes  the  news,  and  takes  it  to  him- 
felf ;  the  news  might  be  believed  and  rejoiced 
in  by  every  guilty  finner  who  is  terrified  with 
the  thoughts  of  eternal  damnation,  nor,  would 
any  degree  of  penitency  be  implied  in  his  faith. 
For,  as  the  familhed  inhabitants  of  an  ifland 
would  naturally  be  raviflied  with  the  news  of 
corn  ;  fo  every  guilty  impenitent  finner,  fright¬ 
ed  with  the  thoughts  of  hell,  would  be  ravilhed 
with  the  news  of  fuch  deliverance. ,  But,  if  the 
news  the  Gofpel  brings,  does  not  confidcr  us 
merely  as  in  a  flate  of  great  calamity,  but  as 
criminals;  and  condemns  us  wherein  we  are 
moll  apt  to  juftify  ourfelves,  and  even  declares 
us  to  be  worthy  of  the  eternal  pains  of  hell,  for 
that,  for  which  we  thought  ourfelves  not  at  all 
to  blame  ;  we  fhall  receive  the  news  as.an  abufe^ 
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and  rejeft  it  with  abhorrence,  until  our  uncir- 
cumcifed  hearts  are  humbled,  and  we  difpofed 
to  take  all  that  blame  to  ourfelves,  which  it  fup- 
pofes  us  juftly  chargeable  with.  But  the  Got 
pel  brings  us  news,  “  That,  as  the  divine  law, 
which  requires  us  in  our  prefent  ftate  to  love 
God  with  all  our  hearts  and  yield  a  perfeft  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  will,  on  pain  of  eternal  woe,  is  ho¬ 
ly,  juft  and  good,  a  glorious  law,  worthy  to  be 
kept  in  honour  ;  fo  the  Son  of  God  became  in¬ 
carnate  and  died  upon  the  crofs  to  do  it  honour, 
that  God  might  be  juft  and  yet  the  juftifier  of 
the  finner  that  believes  in  Jefus.”  The.plain  im¬ 
port  of  which  is,  “  That,  riotwithftanding  all  our 
^etf-juftifying  pleas,  the*  God  who-  reigns  above, 
is  an  infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  and 
his  law  perfect  in  beauty  without  a  hieiiiifh  ; 
?.na  our  difaffeftion  and  rebellion  wholly  inex- 
cufable  and  infinitely  criminal  ;  and  we  even 
too  bad  to  be  forgiven,  unlefs  through  the  blood 
of  the,  Son. of  God.”  But,  to  believe  this  with 
ail  the  heart,  and  gladly  to  receive^  this  news 
for  true,  , is  to  give  up  all  our  fin-extenuating, 
fe lf-j aftify ing  pleas,  to  acknowledge  ourfelves 
infinitely  vile  and  odious,  and  to  loath  and  ab¬ 
hor  ourfelves  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  even  to 
look  upon  it  a  worthy  and  becoming,  and  God¬ 
like  deed  in  the  molt  High  to  punifh  eternally 
in  hell,  fuch  as  we.  But  thus  to  view  God  and 
his  law,  and  the  atonement  of  Chrift,  and  our 
own  character  ;  and  with  all  our  hearts  to  come 
into  thefe  fentimeots,  as  the  very  truth,  and 
even  gladly  to  receive  this  zvord:  is  to  be  true 
penitents. 
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The  Jews,  through  mere  difaffe&ion  to  the 
divine  character  and  to  the  divine  law,  hated 
Jefus  of  Nazareth,  whofe  life  and  doftrines  were 
ihe  very  image  of  his  Father,  and  did  honour 
to  his  law ;  and  in  their  hatred,  they  cried,  Cru¬ 
cify  him,  crucify  him  ;  and  they  led  him  forth 
to  mount  Calvary,  and  nailed  him  to  the  crofs. 
Their  whole  conduft  was  an  expreffion  of  mor¬ 
tal  enmity  to  the  true  God  and  to  his  Son* 
When,  therefore,  Jefus  was  rifen  from  the  dead* 
and  the  Spirit  poured  out  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
coft,  and  the  guilty  Jews,  in  fpite  of  all  their 
prejudices,  by  thoufands,  forced,  fore  againft 
their  wills,  to  give  into  it,  that  he  was  in  very 
deed  the  Meffiah  whom  they  had  murdered, 
terrified  by  their  horrid  crimevS,  and  the  fears 
of  eternal  wrath,  pricked  at  the  hearty  as  though 
a  fword  had  been  run  through  their  vitals,  they 
cry  out  in  angui fir,  What  f mil  we  do  ?  To  which 
Peter  gives  a  very  remarkable  anfwer.  He 
does  not  fay,  “  Do  nothing  :  Be  pafiive.”  Nor 
does  he  fay,  «  Believe,  O  believe  your  fins  are 
all  blotted  out.”  But  he  fays,  Repent  and  be 
baptized ,  every  one  of  you ,  in  the  name  of  Jefus 
Chrif ,  for  the  remffion  of  fins .  As  if  he  had 
faid,  “  Take  all  that  blame  to  yourfelves  which 
belongs  to  you.  Own  the  whole  truth  to  God. 
Do  not  cover ,  but  confefs  your  crimes  in  his 
fight,  and  let  your  uncircumcifed  hearts  be  hum¬ 
bled  :  And,  under  a  fenfe  that  eternal  deftruQion 
is  your  due,  look  up  to  the  free  grace  of  God 
through  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  pardon  ;  and,  in 
token  that  all  your  dependence  is  on  his  medi¬ 
ation.  merits  and  atonement,  come  be  baptized 
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?n  his  name  ;  and  your  baptifm  fliall  be  to  you 
an  external  fign  of  the  remiffion  of  fins  through 
ms  blood.”  And  as  many  as  had  their  eyes 
opened  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  view  things  in 
uns  hgnt,  gladly  received  his  word,  and  were  bap¬ 
tized.  And  thefe,  by.  the  apoftles,  were  efteem- 
ed  tine  penitents,  and  true  believers;  as  they 
thus  hearkened  to  the  divine  call,  Repent  and  be 
baptized  in  the  name  of  Jefus. 

And  it  is  manifeft  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe, 
that  he  who  hath  his  eyes  opened  to  fee  the  glo- 
iy  of  the  divine  nature,  the  beauty  of  the  di¬ 
vine  law,  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  the  need  of  an 
infinite  atonement’;  and  fo  to  fee  his  need  of 
Chrift  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  views  God  as  the* 
Supreme,  all-fufficient  good,  ready  to  receive 
every  finner  that  returns  to  him  through  Chrift; 
it  is  manifeft,  I  fay,  that  every  one  who  is  thus 
taught  of  God,  will  repent  and  return  to  God, 
as  his  fovereign  Lord  and  fupreme  good,  and 
return  through  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  wav  to 
the  F ather,  and*  the  only  way  in  the  view  of  one 
thus  divinely  enlightened.  For'  in  the  clearer 
fight,  the  glory  of  the  divine  nature  and  law  is 
feen,  in  exaft  proportion  will  be  the  fer.fe  of 
the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  and  the  need  of  Chrifl’s 
infinite  atonement  and  perfea  rigbteoufnefs. 
And  fo  )  epentance  toward  God  and  faith  toward 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifc,  will  be  naturally  and 
inseparably  connected.  Yea,  they  will  be  nec- 
effarily  implied  in  each  other.  For  he  who  re¬ 
pents  in  the  view  of  the  glory  of  God,  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  law  and  of  the  atonement,  will  in  his 
repentance  look  only  to  free  grace  through  Je- 
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fus  Chrift,  for  mercy.  And  he  who  looks  only 
to  free  grace  through  Jefus  Chrift  for  mercy, 
in  a  view  of  the  glory  of  God,  law,  atonement, 
will  in  doing  fo5  take  the  whole  blame  of  his  difaf.  “ 
feflion  to  the  divine  charafter,  as  exhibited  in  the 
law,  and  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  to  himfelf,  and 
judge  and  condemn  himfelf,  in  the  very  afl:  of 
faith,  repent  and  be  converted.  When,  there¬ 
fore,  it  is  faid,  Bditve  in  the  Lord  Jefus ,  and  thou 
fiak  befaved ,  the  fame  thing  is  meant,  as  when  it 
is  faid,  Repent  and  be  converted ,  that  your  fns  may 
be  blotted  cut .  For  the  apoftolick  faith  implies  re¬ 
pentance  in  its  own  nature,  and  their  repentance 
implies  faith  in  its  nature.  Sometimes  they  on¬ 
ly  mention  faith,  and  lometimes  only  repentance, 
and  fcmetimes  both  together;  but  the  fame  thincr 
is  always  intended.  For  in  their  views,  repent¬ 
ance  and  faith  were  mutually  implied  in  each 
other. ^  Let  all  the  texts  of  feripture,  in  the  Old 
and  I\ ew -  Feftaments,  in  which  we  are  called 
to  confefs  our  fins,  repent  and  turn  to  God, 
with  a  promife  of  forgivenefs,  or  to  believe  in 

i Je^us  ^rift  that  we  may  be  faved,  be 
coileaed  and  compared  together,  and  they  will 
ail  jointly  unite  to  confirm  us  in  thefe  fentiments. 
Ihc  penitent  Jew  brought  a  bull  or  a  goat  to 
the  altar,  and  all  his  hope  of  pardon  was  in  the 
Iheddmg  of  blood  •  for  without  fhedding  of 
blood  there  .was  no  remiffion.  Or,  if  he  were 
at  a  diftance  from  the  place  of  facrific e  and 
atonement,  yet  in  all  his  prayers,  he  looked  to- 
ward  God’s  holy  temple.  So  Tonah  did  in  the 
whale  s  belly.  Jonah  ii.  4.  So  Daniel  did  in 
Babylon.  Dan.  vi.  10.  And  it  is  evident,  this 


192  Repentance  before  Forgivenefs.  Se£t.  VIII. 

was  the  conftant  praflice  of  all  the  pious  Jews 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  Solomon’s  prayer  in 
1  Kin.  viii.  And  for  a  ]ew  to  look  toward  the 
holy  temple,  where  God  dwelt  in  the  moil  holy 
place,  over  the  mercy  feat,  which  covered  the 
ark,  in  which  the  law  was  placed  in  the  moft 
honourable  fituation,  while  facrifices  were  offer¬ 
ed  without,  ana  incenfe  within,  was  the  fame 
thing,  as  for  a  penitent  Chriftian  to  look  to  the 
free  grace  of  God  through  the  redemption  which 
is  in  jefus  Chrill,  who,  in  his  life  and  death,  and 
now  by  his  interceffion  in  heaven,  magnifies  the 
law  and  makes  it  honourable.  For  a  Jew  to 
confefs  his  fins,  repent  and  turn  unto  the  Lord, 
and  pray  toward  the  holy  temple  ;  was  the  fame, 
as  for  one  in  a  chriftian  country,  to  lepent,  and 
be  converted,  and  believe  in  the  name  of  Jeius 
Chrift. 

But,  if  any  man  will  ftill  affirm,  that  we  are 
]uftified  by  a  faith  which  is  alone,  which  does 
not  imply  repentance  and  converfion  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  it  may  be  boldly  afferted,  that  he  contra- 
di&s  Chrift,  who  fent  his  apoftlcs  to  preach 
in  his  name  repentance  and  remijfiom  op  fins  ; 
and  his  apofllcs,  who  cried,  Repent  and  be  con - 
verted ,  that  your  Jins  may  be  blotted  out,  Lfpcc- 
ially,  as  Chrift  doth  as  exprefsiy  declare,  that 
except  ye  repent,  ye  Jhdl  all  likewife  penjh  ;  as 
he  does,  that  he  that  believeth  notfjhall  be  damn¬ 
ed* 

*  This  very  fame  do&rine,  that  repentance  is  implied  in  juflifyng  JaUh% 
now  aliened  m  oppoGuon  to  antinonnans,  was,  near  30  yeais  ago,  al¬ 
iened  and  defended  in  oppoGuon  to  armmians,  by  the  late  learned  Mr. 
•Kd  wards,  in  Ins  Sermon  on  jujhjication  by  faith  alone,  V.  103—1 14*  _ 

sSermoa  worthy  to  be  univeifaily  read  and  attended  to,  through  the  bnt- 
tih  dominions. 
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Thus  the  point  is  proved,  that  repentance  is 
before  forgivenefs.  And  thus  all  ohjeftions  are 
anfwered,  and  fo  the  way  opened  for  the  follow- 
ing  remarks. 

I.  If  repentance  is  before  forgivenefs  ;  then 
no  man  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be  forgiven,  un¬ 
til  fir  ft  he  is  brought  to  true  repentance.  All 
thofe,  therefore,  are  deluded,  who,  while  yet 
impenitent,  believe  their  fins  to  be  forgiven. 
And  the  ftronger  their  belief  is,  the  greater  is 
their  delufion.  And  again, 

II.  All  thofe  definitions  of  jufiifying  faith, 
which  leave  repentance  and  converfion  out  of 
its  nature,  are  definitions  of  a  faith,  by  which 
no  man  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be  juftified. 
Such,  for  inftance,  as  make  faith  a  thing  in 
which  the  mind  is  merely  paffive,  fuch  a  bare 
belief  of  the  bare  truth,  as  implies  no  aft,  exer¬ 
tion  or  exercife  of  the  heart  ;  which  effeftually 
excludes  repentance  and  converfion.  And  fuch 
as  maxe  faith  to  confift  in  a  belief,  that  there  is 
foigivenefs  with  God  for  impenitent  finners,  as 
fuch  ;  which  is  evidently  to  believe  a  lie.*1  And 


* 


.  Mr*  Sandetnan,  fpeaking  of  the  atonement,  fays,  “  All  its  true 
friends  will  readily  join  in  affirming,  that  Chrift  came  to  render  impen. 
itevt jinntrs  accepted  unto  everlajling.  life,  by  the  works  which  he  himfelf 
wrougnt  ;  and  thus,  by  the  difcovery  of  preventing  gopdnefs,  to  lead 
them  to  repentance.  '*  Letters  on  Theroo.  p  382.  Edit.  2d.  So  then, 
according  to  him,  neither  Mofes,  nor  the  prophets,  nor  Chiift.  nor  the 
a  pottles,  who  all  taught  that  repentance  was  befoie.  forgivenefs,  were 
true  friends  to  the  atonement.  Nay,  fo  far  from  it,  that  thev  rendered 
the  atonement,  according  to  Mr.  Sandenaan,  entirely  needlefs.  For  he 
affiims,  mat  true  penitents  may  he  forgiven  without  anv  atonement  at 
ai  ,  as  was  before  oh ferved.  Seft.  V.  Mr.  Sandcman  Aims  up  his 
.  fole  fcheme,  m  jaith,  hope  and  charity.  His Jaith,  is  a  belief,  thac  there 
r e e  UIlh.  G.° ^  through  the  atonement  for  impenitent  finners, 
w  ne  .uch  ;  which  is  a  lie.  A  belief  of  this  lie,  is  the  foundation  of 
bis  hope. .that  ms  fins  are  forgiven.  And  this  fal'e  hope,  this  hone  built 
on  fmeaood,  is  the  foundation  of  his  love,  The  whole  of  his  religion. 
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fuch  as  make  faith  to  confilt  merely  in  a  belief, 

,  that  Chrift  is  mine,  and  that  my  fins  are  forgiv¬ 
en,  before  I  repent.  Thefe,  and  all  fuch  like 
definitions  of  juftifying  faith,  are  of  no  manner 
of  ufe,  but  to  comfort  thofe  impenitent  finners, 
againft  whom  the  Gofpel,  as  well  as  the  law,  re¬ 
veals  the  wrath  of  God.  And,  again, 

III.  All  thofe  fchemes  of  religion,  the  import 
of  which  is,  that  we  are  not  wholly  and  entire¬ 
ly  to  blame,  in  not  being  perfeflly  conformed 
to  the  divine  law  ;  and  confequently,  that  it  does 
not  belong  to  us  to  take  the  whole  blame  to 
ourfelves,  and  repent  ;  are  diametrically  oppo- 
fite  to  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  :  Which  calls  upon 
us  to  repent  and  be  converted,  as  being  wholly 
to  blame,  for  not  continuing  in  all  things  written 
in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  ;  yea,  infi¬ 
nitely  to  blame  ;  fo  that  it  became  the  wifdom 
of  God,  not  to  forgive  us,  without  an  infinite 
atonement.  To  fay,  that  this  law  was  too  fe- 
vere,  and  that  our  blame  is  not  fo  great,  as  this 
law  fuppofes ;  is  to  declare,  that  it  does  not  be¬ 
long  to  us  to  repent,  in  the  fenfe  the  Gofpel  calls 
us  to  ;  and  to  rejeft  the  atonement  of  Chrift, 
which  fuppofes  the  whole  blame  to  be  in  us,  as 
an  injurious  reflcftion  on  our  charafter  :  And 
even  implicitly  to  declare  ]efus  Chrift  to  be  an 
impoftor.  For,  as  Chrift  lived  and  died  to  do 
honour  to  the  divine  law,  in  all  its  extent,  there¬ 
by  declaring  it  to  be  wholly  right,  and  we  in 

cc  confifts  in  love  to  that  which  relieves  him.”  Letters  to  Mr.  Pjdce, 
p.  8.  That  is,  “  in  love  to  the  do&rine  of  forgivenefs.”  P.  87.  That 
is  in  love  to  this  doftrinc,  that  there  is  forgivenefs  with  God  through 
the  atonement,  for  impenitent  fmners,  while  fuch.  That  is,  in  love  t® 
a  lie. 
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fa£t  as  much  to  blame,  as  that  fuppofes,  to  fay, 
we  are  not,  which  is  the  language  of  every  im¬ 
penitent  heart,  is  to  fay,  that  Chrift  was  an  im~ 
poftor.  So  that  impenitence  and  infidelity,  are, 
in  their  own  nature,  infeparably  connected,  on 
the  one  hand  ;  even  as  repentance  toward  God, 
and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  are  on 
the  other. 

IV.  All  thofe  fchemes  of  religion,  which,  in 
pretence,  grant  the  divine  la w  to  be  holy,  juft 
and  good,  a  glorious  law,  and  that  repentance 
is  before  forgivenefs  ;  but  yet  implicitly  deny 
it,  by  afferting,  that  it  is  itnpofSble  a  (inner 
fhould  be  brought  to  view  the  law  as  fuch,  fo 
as  cordially  to  take  all  the  blame  to  hiinfelf  and 
repent,  until  he  knows  that  his  fins  are  forgiven, 
are  inconfiftent  with  themfelves,  as  well  as  with 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  which  makes  fuch  repent¬ 
ance  neceffary  in  order  .to  the  forgivenels  of 
fins,  and  calls  upon  finwis  thus  to  repent,  that 
their  fins  may  be  blotted  out,  and  declares  that 
Chrift  is  exalted  to  give  fuch  repentance  to  If. 
rack  ^  To  repent  that  we  have  broken  a  law  we 
hate,  is  the  repentance  of  an  obftinate  rebel; 
and  is,  in  its  own  nature,  a  lie.  Like  that  in 
Pfal.  Ixvi.  3.  Through  the  greatnefs  of  thy  pow¬ 
er  f  iall  thine  enemies  fubmit  themfelves  (or,  as  it 
is  m  the  margin,  he)  unto  thee. 

.  v-  As  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift, 
gives  the  ftrongeft  affurance,  that  no  impenitent 
(inner,  lemaitiing  fuch,  (hall  ever  be  forgiven  ; 
fo  the  whole  tenor  of  all  falfe  Gofpels  is  to  per- 
(uade  impenitent  finners,  while  fuch,  to  believe 
that  their  fins  are  forgiven.  Some  fchemes  do 
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this  by  preaching  up  a  counterfeit  repentance, 
and  promifing  forgivenefs  to  that  ;  mean  while, 
juftifvrng  Tinners  in  their  continuing  deftitute  of 
that  repentance,  to  which  the  Gofpel  calls  them  : 
.As  the  Socinian,  Arminian,  Neonomian,  &c.# 
And  other  fchemes  exprefsly  teach,  that  we  are 
forgiven  before  repentance.  Which  is  the  cafe 
with  various  forts  of  antinomian  fchemes.  But, 
all  falle  fchemes,  how  much  foever  they  differ 

*  OF  the  counterfeit  forts  of  repentance,  which  are  preached  up,  thefe 
two  are  the  chief.  1.  Some  fay,  that  the  divine  law,  which  originally 
requiied  us  to  love  God  with  al  1  our  hearts,  and  yield  a  perfeft  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  will, is  abated  :  And,  therefore,  we  are  not  to  blame  in  not 
being  perfectly  conformed  to  it  :  And,  therefore,  it  does  not  belong  to 
us  to  repent  of  this  non-conformity.  And  fo  the  (inner  is  juflified  in 
being  without  that  very  repentance,  to  which  the  Gofpel  calls  him. 
And  now  to  repent  wherein  they  fall  fhortof  a  conformity  to  their  abat¬ 
ed  law,  is  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  true  repentance.  And  they  being 
ignorant  of  the  law  of  perfection  and  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  are  prepar¬ 
ed  to  make  a  vighteoufriefs  of  their  falfe  repentance  ;  and  know  no  need 
oi  Chtift,  only  to  purchafe  this  abatement  of  the  law,  and  to  make  up 
for  their  defetls  of  obedience  to  it,  thus  abated.  2,  Others,  who  fay, 
the  divine  law  is  in  full  force,  mv&wed,  unabated  ;  yet  exempt  them- 
ielves  from  blame  by  faying,  ‘‘  \.i  .*avc  no  more  power  to  love  God 
perfectly,  than  the  man  with  the  withered  hand,  had  to  ffretch  out  his 
band.”  And  when  they  come  to  explain  themfelves,  they  make  the 
inability  of  a  finner  to  be  as  innocent  a  kind  of  a  thing,  as  was  the  man’s 
with  a  withered  hand.  But  who  fees  not,  that  the  man  with  a  wither¬ 
ed  hand  was  not  at  all  to  blame  ;  for  he  could  not  help  his  h;  ml  being 
withered,  let  his  heart  be  ever  lo  well  inclined  to  it.  It  would  per- 
fe&ly  have  fuited  his  heart,  to  have  had  that  hand  well.  ^  It  was  owing 
to  no  fault  in  him,  that  it  remained  withered.  He  might  be  for ry  for 
it  as  a  calamity,  but  could  not  blame  himfelf  for  it,  as  a  crime.  And, 
even  after  Chriil  had  reftored  it  whole  as  the  ether,  although  he  might 
be  thankful  for  if,  as  a  benefit  done  to  him,  yet  he  could  not  blame  him¬ 
felf  neither  could  he  repent,  that  his  withered  hand  had  not  been  well 
fooner.  And  thus,  while  this  is  fuppofed  to  be  an  exad  reprefentation 
of  the  true  nature  of  our  inability,  perfe&ly  to  conform  t’o  the  divine 
law  in  heart  and  life,  true  repentance  is  forever  fecluded.  No  blame 
belongs  to  us  in  this  cafe,  nor  can  we  on  this  fcheme,  take  any  blame  to 
ourfelves,  before,  at,  or  after  our  fuppofed  converfion  ;  for  not  being 
per  fed  as  our  Father,  which  is  in  heaven,  is  perfett.  And  thus,  the  firmer  is 
iidtified  in  his  impcnitcncy.  And.  in  exaft  proportion  as  the  finner  is 
iuftified,  God  and  his  law  Band  condemned,  For  there  is  blame  fume- 
\vherc,  and  if  not  in  us,  it  mud  be  in  him  who  blames  us,  even  in  hiiB 
who  fays.  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continue  ih  not  in  all  things < 
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among  themfelves,  agree  in  promifing  eternal  life 
tothofe  who  are  deftitute  of  true  repentance. 

VI.  If  according  to  God’s  eftablifhed  meth¬ 
od  of  difpenfing  pardon  to  his  criminal  guilty 
creatures,  repentance  is  before ,  forgivenefs,  we 
may  hence  fee  the  harmony  between  the  impe- 
tration  and  application  of  redemption  :  Both 
exa&ly  agree  in  their  nature  and  tendency  to 
honour  God,  to  magnify  his  law,  to  eftablifh  his 
authority,  to  difcountenance  and  embitter  fin, 

to  humble  the  finner,  to  glorify  gr&ce,  and  to 
exalt  Chrift. 


T.  ne  crofs  of  Chrift,  in  the  fight  of  the  whole 
intellectual  fyltem,  declared,  that  God  was  whol¬ 
ly  light,  and  that  we  were  wholly  wrong,  and 
as  much  to  blame  as*  the  divine  law  fuppofed. 
^■tid  fo  declared,  that  God  is  an  abfolutely  per¬ 
fect,  an  infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being  ; 
and  that  his  law,  which  requires  us  to  love  him 
with  all  our  hearts,  on  pain  of  eternal  death,  is 
holy,  juft  and  good  ;  and  that  our  difaffe&ion 
to  the  divine  character,  and  rebellion  againft: 
him,  is  inexcufable,  and  even  infinitely  crimi¬ 
nal.  In  confequence  of  which,  the  gift  of  Chrift 
to  die  in  our  room,  that  God  might  be  juft,  and 
yets  the  juftifier  of  the  believer,' appears  to  be 
an  act  of  grace,  infinitely  great,  and  abfoluteiv 
ree.  And  l  ecaufe  Chrift  humbled  himfelf,  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of' 
the  cnus,  in  this  great  work.;  therefore  is  he 
exaited  to  fit  even  at  his- Fathers  right  hand, 
honoured  with  ail  the  honours  of  heaven  •  and 
repentance  and; remiflion  of  fins  are  granted  in 
ins  name,  to  apoftate,  God-hating,  guilty  rebels. 

r 
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And  thus  God  is  honoured,  Chrift  exalted, 
grace  glorified,  and  fin  condemned  in  the  work 
of  our  redemption. 

In  exaft  harmony  with  which,  the  guilty 
criminal  is,  by  the  almighty  power  of  divine 
grace,  brought  to  view  things  in  this  light,  and 
to  be  affected  accordingly.  To  look  upon 
God  as  an  abfolutely  perfeft,  an  infinitely  glo- 
rious  and  amiable  being ;  upon  the  divine  law 
as  holy,  juft  and  good,  a  glorious  law  ;  upon 
his  own  difaffeftion  and  rebellion,  as  entirely 
iriexcufable  and  infinitely  criminal;  upon  the 
gift  of  Chrift,  as  an  att  of  grace  infinitely  great 
and  abfolutely  free  ;  and,  in  thefe  views,  and 
with  an  anfwerable  frame  of  heart,  to  look  on¬ 
ly  to  free  grace  through  jefus  Chrift,  now  at 
his,  Father’s  right  hand,  for  pardon,  as  of  mere 
free  mercy,  to  a  wretch  fo  infinitely  odious  and 
ill  deferving,  as  that  it  had  been  an  a£t  wor¬ 
thy  of  God  to  have  call  him  into  eternal  burn¬ 
ings.  And,  thus,  all  is  exaftly  fuited  to  exalt 
God,  to  honour  the  law,  to  embitter  fin,  to  glo¬ 
rify  grace,  and  render  Chrift  exceeding  precious 

in  the  finner’s  heart.  And  fo, 

The  fame  views,  fpirit  and  temper,  which 
were  in  Chrift  Jefus  to  perfe&ion,  when  he 
wrought  out  our  redemption  on  the  crofs,  are 
in  meafure  communicated  to  a  dead  finner, 
when  he  is  quickened  and  railed  up  to  a  new 
and  divine  life  ;  and  fo  he  is  made  partaker  of 
the  divine  nature ,  and  becomes  a  living  branch 
in  the  true  vine ,  a  living  member  of  Chnjl  s  body. 
For  of  his  fulnefs  voe  all  receive ,  and  grace  for 
rr-cc  For  he,  and  all  the  members  of  Ins  body 
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are  one  ;  not  only  one  relatively,  but  one  in 
heart,  one  in  fpirit,  the  fame  fpirit  which  dwells 
in  Chriil  being  communicated  to  them.  For 
ye  are  not  in  the  jltjh ,  but  in  the  fpirit ,  if  fo  be 
the  fpirit  of  Chrijl  dwells  in  you .  In  regenera¬ 
tion  and  converfion  thefe  views  and  affetUons3 
begin  to  take  place  and  from  year  to  year,  as 
with  open  face  they  behold  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory 
cf  the  Lord  ;  fo  they  are  more  and  more  chang¬ 
ed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory ,  until 
all  come  to  be  one  with  him  as  he  and  his  Fa¬ 
ther  are  one . 

But  on  the  contrary,  if,  as  fome  plead,  pardon 
is  granted  to  the  impenitent  finner,  while  fueh, 
a  belief  of  which  is  the  foundation  of  his  love 
and  of  ail  his  religion  ;  then,  in  the  application 
of  redemption,  God  and  his  law  are  difhonour-- 
ed,  the  import  of  Chrift’s  death  is  denied,  fin 
is  juftified,  the  finner’s  felf-j unifying  fpirit  is 
gratified,  ana  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel  kept  out 
of  view..  For  this  is  the  native  language  of 
fueh  a  finner’s  heart,  “  There  is  no  lovelinefs 
conceivable  in  the  divine  nature,  but  what  re- 
fults  from  his  love  to  me;  and  it  is  impofiible  I 
fhould  love  God  from  any  other  motive,  nor  is 
it  my  duty,  nor  is  the  Gofpel  defigned  to  bring 
me  to  it,  nor  am  I  to  blame  that  I  do  not,  nor 
do  I  need  the  atonement  of  Chrift  in  the  cafe, 
or  pardon  for  not  loving  God  for  the  lovelinefs 
of  his  own  nature  :  For  there  is  no  lovelinefs 
in  his  nature,  but  as  he  loves  me  and  defigns 
to  fave  me.”  Thus  the  abfolutely  perfect,  the 
infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  who  is  by 
nature  God?  in  hhnfelf;  let  me  be  laved  or 


200  Repentance  before  Forgivenefs.  Sect.  VIII. 

damned,  infinitely  worthy  of  fupreme  love  and 
honour  and  univerfal  obedience,  according  to 
the  united  import  of  the  divine  law,  and  of  the 
crols  of  Chrift,  is  at  once  ftripped  of  all  the 
original,  independent,  eternal,  immutable  glories 
of  his  god-head,  the  divine  law  is  virtually  pro¬ 
nounced  tyrannical,  the  import  of  Chrift’s  death 
impioufly  denied,  his  atonement  pronounced 
needlefs,  and  himfelf  virtually  declared  to  be 
an  impoftor,  our  being  dead  in  fin  juftified, 
our  difaffeflion  to  the  divine  character  declar¬ 
ed  to  be  no  crime,  our  reconciliation  to  be  no, 
duty ;  no  pardon,  no,  atonement,  no  fanflifier 
needed  in  the  cafe.  61  No,  for  we  are  right, 
God  and  his  law  are  wrong  ;  if  God  will  repent 
and  make  rellitution,  if  God  will  deliver  us 
from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  give  us  heaven, 
we  will  forgive  him,  feel  no  more  heart-nfings 
toward  him,  but  love  him,  if  he  will  thus  love 
us.  Otherwife,  it  is  impolfible  we  fliould  love 
him,  impolfible  but  that  we  Ihould  hate  him  and 
his  law  :  For  there  is  no  lovelinefs  conceivable 
in  his  nature,  unlefs  he  will  love  and  fave  me.” 
Thus  the  impenitent,  proud,,  haughty  wretch, 
ungods  the  Deity,  condemns  his  law,  blafphemes 
the  crofs  of  Chrift,  jullifies  himfelf,  denies  his 
fin,  his  need  of  atonement,  of  regeneration,  of. 
repentance,  of  pardon,  and  is  filled  with  love 
and  joy  in  a  firm  belief  that  God  Almighty 
looks  upon  things  as  he  does.  And  this  im¬ 
pious,  blafphemous  love  and  joy,  he  calls  by 
the  fucred  name  of  chriliian  piety. 
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SECTION  IX, 


The  Nature  and  Effects,  the  Cause  and 


Cure,  of  a  self-righteous  Spirit. 


HE  nature  and  efFeds,  the  caufe  and  cure 


1  of  a  felf-righteous  fpirit,  might  have  been 
collected  from  the  principles  laid  down  and 
proved  in  the  other  Sedlions  of  this  Effay,  by 
the  judicious  reader  ;  but,  for  the  fake  of  weak¬ 
er  capacities,  it  may  not  be  amifs,  if  thefe  things 
are  briefly  ftated  :  And  the  rather,  as  it  is  of 
great  importance,  this  fubjed  be  well  underftood. 
In  general  then, 

A  felf-righteous  fpirit  confifls  in  a  difpofition 
to  think  more  highly  of  ourfelves,  than  we  ought 
to  think.  And  fo,  it  is  pride.  And  it  {lands 
in  oppofition  to  humility,  which  is  to  think  fi¬ 
ber  ly  of  ourfelves ,  and  as  we  ought  to  think ,  as  St. 
Paul  defines  it.  Rom.  xii.  3.  And  a  felf-right*- 
eous  fpirit  arifes  from  blindnefs  to  the  divine 
glory,  and  ignorance  of  our  true  charader  and 
flate,  as  they  appear  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  as 
they  really  are,  compared  with  his  holy  law. 
The  fpiritual  knowledge  of  God  and  his  law, 
and  a  view  of  ourfelves  in  contrail  with  God 
and  his  law,  thus  known,  is  the  cure  of  a  felf- 
righteous  fpirit.  When  the-divine  cbarader,  as 
exhibited  in  his  law,  begins  to  appear  in  its  in¬ 
finite  glory,  our  character  will  begin  to  appear 
in  its^  infinite  odioufnefs.  And  this  begets  a 
difpofition  to  think  foberly  of  ourfelves,  and 
as  we  ought  to  think.  And  fo  we,  through  the 
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law,  become  dead  to  the  law,  that  we  may  live 
to  God.  But,  to  be  more  particular, 

I.  A  felf-righteous  fpii it  confifts  in  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  think  more  highly  of  ourfelves,  than  we 
ought  to  think.  How  we  ought  to  think  of  our¬ 
felves,  hath  been  already  ftated.  Se£l.  111.  p. 
61 — 65.  When  a  man  thinks  more  highly  of 
himfelf  than  he  ought  to  think,  on  the  account 
of  his  fine  clothes,  he  is  called  by  the  odious 
name  of  a  fop.  But  when,  in  the  exercife  of 
the  fame  temper,  he  thinks  more  highly  of  him¬ 
felf  than  he  ought  to  think,  upon  religious  ac¬ 
counts,  he  is  called  by  the  more  odious  name 
of  a  felf-righteous  man.  Luk.  xviii.  9 — 14. 
The  fame  fpirit  of  pride,  which  leads  one  to  be 
proud  in  a  view  of  his  fine  clothes,  inclines  an¬ 
other  to  be  proud  in  a  view  of  his  large  eftate, 
or  honourable  parentage,  or  good  bodily  fea¬ 
tures,  or  fuperiour  genius,  or  great  acquired 
mental  accomplifhments.  And,  it  is  the  fame 
fpirit,  which  leads  all  mankind  in  general  to 
think  more  highly  of  themfelves  than  they  ought 
to  think  in  religious  refpeQs.  For  a  felf-right¬ 
eous  fpirit  is  common  to  mankind  in  general, 
although  in  different  men  it  operates  different¬ 
ly  ;  and  in  fome,  more  than  in  others.  It  reigns 
in  all  unregenerate  men  :  And  it  is  mortified 
in  faints,  no  farther  than  they  are  fandlified,  and 
will  not  be  entirely  eradicated  out  of  their 
hearts,  until  they  become  perfe&ly  holy.  It  op¬ 
erates  differently  in  different  men. 

In  the  profane,  it  operates  to  keep  them  fe- 
cure,  to  fortify  them  againft  the  fears  of  death 
and  hell,  and  guard  them  againft  the  terrors  of 
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the  divine  law ;  that  they  may  take  their  full  fwing 
in  finful  pleafures  unmolefted.  For  thus  it  in¬ 
clines  them  to  think,  “  I  can  break  off  my  fins 
when  I  pleafe.  And*  whenever  I  break  off, 
God  will  be  obliged  to  forgive  me.”  Herein, 
he  thinks  more  highly  of  himfelf  than  he  ought 
to  think,  in  two  reipeds.  Firjl ,  He  thinks  his 
heart  to  be  much  better  than  it  is,  even  that  he  can 
find  in  his  heart  to  give  up  all  fin  and  turn  to  God. 
But,  if  he  would  make  a  thorough  trial,  he  would 
find  it  to  be  a  miftake.  He  would  find  that  fin 
has  full  poffeflion  of  his  foul.  That  he  loves  it 
fo  entirely,  that  it  is  not  in  his  heart  to  be  in¬ 
clined  to  forfake  it.  To  for  fake  fin,  in  general, 
I  mean  :  For  he  may  be  inclined  to  change  one 
luff  for  anotner,  turn  out  a  black  devil  and  take 
in  a  white  one,  leave  profanenefs,  and  become 
a  civil,  fober,  felf- righteous  hypocrite.  But  to 
turn  from  all  fin  in  general,  and  to  turn  unto 
the  Lord,  is  not  in  his  heart.  For  the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  againjl  God ,  is  not  (ubjeft  to  his 
law,  neither  indeed  can  he .  And,  ‘ Secondly ,  .He 
thinks  too  highly  of  himfelf  in  another  refpeQ, 
viz.  rhk  there  will  be  fo  much  virtue  in  his 
repentance  and  reformation,  as  to  tatone  for  all 
his  pa  ft  wickednefs,  and  entitle  him  to  the  favour 
of  God.  Whereas,  according  to  the  divine  ef- 
timation,  there  is  fo  much  blame  and  i  1 1-defert 
in  one  willful  tranfgreffion,  as  to  make  an  eter- 
na  toifeiture  of  his  foul,  and  plunge  him  into 

a ■ S’  I.eme(^^e^s  ftate,  according  to  a  rule 
of  find  juflice.  So  that  if  he  had  no  more  in- 
tereff  in  Adam’s  fin  than  in  Noah’s  ;  yet,  after 
one  tranfgreffion,  he  is  a  loft  creature,  liable  to 
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die  and  go  to  hell  in  a  moment  ;  and  God  ab- 
folutely  unobliged,  if  he  lives,  to  grant  him  any 
affiftance  of  his  Spirit,  or  ever  to  regard  any  of 
his  prayers.  For,  it  one  tranfgreffion  expofes  a 
man  to  the  curfe  of  the  law,  according  to  Gal. 
iii.  10,  then  the  tranfgreffor  may  be  jtiftly  fent 
to  hell  immediately.  And,  therefore,  God  is 
unobliged  to  fhew  him  any  favour  of  any  kind. 
And  it  is  entirely  owing  to  pride  and  felf-conceit, 
that  tinners  are  inclined  to  view  things  in  anoth¬ 
er  light.  They  think  more  highly  of  themfelves 
than  they  ought  to  think.  And  this,  which  is 
natural  to  profane  frnners,  has  a  great  influence 
to  keep  them  fecure  in  tin.  ^ 

In  awakened  Tinners  it  operates  to  incline 
them,  by  their  reformations,  prayers,  tears,  &c. 
to  go  about  to  etlablith  their  own  righteoufnefs. 
For,  being  fo  terrified  with  the  thoughts  of  eter¬ 
nal  deftru&ion,  that  they  can  no  longer  go  on 
quietly  in  their  tinful  pleafures,  they  now  go 
about' to  pacify  the  Deity  by  their  amendment 
and  fervent  prayers.  And,  thus  they  think, 
«  If  I  repent  and  reform,  if  I  humble  my- 
myfelf  before  God,  and  pray,  and  do  as  well  as  I 
can,  he  is  obliged  to  fhew  me  mercy  *.  tot  it 
would  be  hard  and  unjufi  in  God,  to  require 
more  of  his  poor  creatures  than  they  can  do, 
and  then  damn  them  for  not  doing.”  And  per¬ 
haps  thoufands  and  ten  thoulands  build  their 
hopes  for  heaven  on  this  foundation,  and  live 
and  die  upon  it.  Not  confidermg,  that  if  right - 
eoufnef  come  by  the  law ,  then  Chr.jl  is  dead  in 
vain.  Not  once  reflecting,  that  )1  u.en  beft 
.doings  ought  in  reafon  to  recommend  them  to 
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the  divine  favour, there  was  no  occafionfor  the  in¬ 
carnation  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God.  And  that 
therefore,  if  they  are  right,  the  whole  Gofpel  is 
overthrown.  Their  pride,  abfolutely  blinds  their 
eyes,  that  they  cannot  fee  ;  and  Hops  their  ears, 
that  they  cannot  hear;  and  hardens  their  hearts* 
that  they  cannot  underftand.  Or,  if  fome  men* 
of  more  penetration,  perceive  that  this  way  of 
thinking  does  in  faff  overthrow  Chriftianity, 
they  will  fooner  give  up  the  whole  of  divine 

from  thirf  than  -§1Ve  uP  thdr  Pride-  And 
fro.o  this  fource  it  is,  that  Great-Britain  is  fo 

Sifd-Wfi? S‘-  And  from  this  fource  k  is, 

land  b.rS'nS  l°  creeP  into  New-Eng- 

in  lilf  hlCb’  lf  dlV1T  graCe  Prevents  not,  may 
n  half  a  century  make  great  progrefs.  For,  as 

ie  pharnees  would  fooner  believe,  that  lefus 

cyt  out  devils  by  Beelzebub ,  than  that  they  ‘were 

Serpents  and  a  generation  of  vipers ,  worthy  of 

In  antinomian  converts,  to  extricate  their 
eiv£s  out  of  thefe  embarraffinents,  a  lelf-rioht- 
eous  fpn-it  prompts  and  emboldens  them,  to  take 
a  inon  and  eafy  method  to  think  well  of  God 

wWe  ,b°th  “  and 

u  ?  in  h  ug!,0iV  bercome  Perfeftly  harmoni- 

Cod’/n  behef ,°f  thefe  .two  maxims:  r 

?h  i  Tl  ™,e’  Patent  as  I  am.  2.  To  believe 
v ™  ?od  thus  faes  me,  and  to  love  him  merely 
m  ks  belief  is  the  fum  of  religion.  For,  m  the 

nj‘\f  °f  thde  two  articles,  the  divine  law,  which 
U  fe? If !ieparend  l°  flay  the  felf-nghteoUs  firmer" 

,s  fet  aflde}  and  lred  OUt  of  d»™  ;  the  curfe! 

o 
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by  the  firft  ;  the  command,  by  the  fecond  ;  and 
fo  the  divine  law  being  cafhiered  by  this  belief, 
the  felf-righteous  finner  (lands  completely  felf- 
juftifieci.  He  believes,  or  rather  imagines  him- 
felf,  into  the  love  of  God,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  law  ;  and  fo  into  a  good  opinion  of  the 
Deity,  and  of  himfelf,  both  at  once.  Or  rather, 
through  that  enmity  to  God’s  real  character, 
with  which  his  felf-righteous  fpirit  infpired  him; 
emboldened  by  the  fame  felf-righteous  fpirit,  he 
forms  a  Deity  in  his  own  fancy,  all  made  up  oi 
love  to  hiqa,  which  fuits  his  heart  ;  and  being 
fuited  with  the  Deity  he  has  made,  is  pleafed 
with  himfelf  more  than  ever.  And  fo  he  thinks 
himfelf  a  believer,  a  faint,  a  dilciple  of  Chrifl, 
and  that  he  fhall  be  rewarded  in  heaven  for  ail 
the  reproach  he  brings  upon  himfelf  ;  not  know¬ 
ing  that  enmity  to  God  and  his  law,  and  to  the 
crofs  of  Chrifl:,  lie  at  the  bottom,  and  are  the 
fource  of  all  his  religion.  And  thus,  and  in  this 
way,  he  is  confirmed  and  felf-juflifted  in  thinking 
more  highly  of  himfelf  than  he  ought  to  think. 
And  thus  we  fee  how  a  felf-righteous  fpirit  ope- 
rates  differently  in  different  perfons.  Thefe  three 
forts  are  mentioned  only  as  a  fpecimen  ;  for  in- 
ft  cad  of  three,  there  may,  perhaps,  be  t  h  ree  h  und  1  e  u 
different  ways,  in  which  this  fame  fpirit  works. 

II.  A  felf  righteous,  is  a.  fin-extenuating,  feh- 
uiftifying,  and  in  confequence  a  law-hating,  God- 
condemning  difpofition.  And  fo  (lands  in  di- 
re£t  oppofition  to  repentance  toward  God ,  and 
faith  toward  our  Lord  Jefus  Chnjl  ]  ufl  in  ex- 
aft  proportion  as  a  man  is  inclined  to  thin* 
more  highly  of  himfelf  than  he  ought  to  thin 
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is  he  inclined  to  make  fin-extenuating,  felf-jufti- 
fying  ptess.  And  every  word  he  fays,  in  his 
oun  juftification,  is  to  the  condemnation  of 
God  ana  of  his  law.  For  if,  in  fa  ft,  we  are  not 
to  cad,  nor  lo  much  to  blame,  as  the  divine 
Jaw  fuppofes  ;  he  who  made  the  law  will  ftand 
condemned.  Take  Gal.  iii.  10.  Curfed  is  eve¬ 
ry  one  that  contmueth  not  in,  all  things  written  in 
tne  book  of  the  law  to  do  than,  which  are  the 
very  words  with  which  St.  Paul  militated  againft 
a  .elf-righteous  fpint  in  his  day,  and  fhew  what 
tne  divine  law  requires  in  heart  and  life,  and 
iiicw  what  is  implied  in  the  curfe,  and  from  the 
eternal  pumfliment  threatened,  infer  the  infinite 
evil  of  lm;  and,  by  confequence,  our  infinite 
obligations  to  love  God  with  all  our  hearts,  and 
yie  d  a  peneft  obedience  to  his  will  ;  and  fhew 
hat  God  is  absolutely  unobliged,  according  to 
aw,  that  perfeft  ruie  of  right,  either  to  affiii  the 
inner,  or  to  pardon  his  defefls  ;  and  urge  this 
aw  home  upon  a  felf-righteous  heart,  as  the 
Jaw  of  the  great  God,  the  law  which  was  hon¬ 
oured  on  the  croft  of  Chrift,  and  which  will  be 
put  in  execution  at  the  day  of  judgment  on  every 
Ghriftlefs  finner,  angels  and  faints  (homing  Hal- 

bound  t  \rOUund,the  JUdge  '  and  as  the  anvil 
bounds  back  the  hammer,  fo  will  fuch  an  heart 

fnd  rAud,While  he  extenuates  his  fin, 

condemn  d  h™felf’.he  wil1  bia'«e  the  law,  and 

Says  the  profane,  «  To  fuppofe  that  my  de¬ 
laying  repentance  one  day  longer,  is  fo  great  a 

c„Z’o7  «  » <£  SSL* 

pains  of  hell  without  hope,  cannot  be  true 
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Nor  will  I  ever  believe  God  is  fo  unjuft  as  to 
put  his  frail  creatures  under  luch  a  law.  Ana, 
Says  the  awakened,  “  I  have  reformed  and 
humbled  myfelf  before  God,  and  prayed,  and 
done  what  I  can.  And  to  believe  now,  after  all, 
that  God  is  Hill  abfolutely  unobliged  to  fhew 
me  mercy  ;  that  he  requires  perfect  love  and 
perfeQ  obedience,  on  pain  of  eternal  damnation ; 
is  more  than  I  can  bear.  It  cannot  be  juftifi- 
ed.  The  very  thought  of  it  breeds  hatred  ana 
heart-rifings  in  fpite  of  my  heart.  And, 

Says  the  antinomian  convert,  “  I  always 
found  by  experience,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
love  God,  before  I  believed  his  love  to  me. 
And  by  experience  I  Hill  find,  that  it  is  impoi- 
fible  to  love  God  in  any  other  view.  All,  there¬ 
fore,  that  God  really  requires,  is,  that  we  believe 
his  love  to  us,  and  in  that  belie!  love  him  again. 
And  thus,  all' three  Hand  difeharged  from  that 
duty,  which  the  divine  law  requires ;  lelr-juitined ; 
God  and  his  law  implicitly  Condemned. 

The  divine  law  fuppofeth,  that  God  is  an  am 
foluteiy  perfect,  an  infinitely  glorious  and  amia¬ 
ble  being  ;  and  on  this  ground  it  requires  man¬ 
kind,  each  and  every  one,  to  love  bun  with  a 
their  hearts,  on  pain  of  eternal  death.  This  n 
requires  even  of  the  Gentiles,  who  never  heart 
of  the  grace  of  the  Gofpel,  and  confequently  o 
all  mankind,  antecedent  to  that  consideration 
And  in  the  fight  of  God,  all  were  without  excuje 
eviry  mouth  flopped  ;  and  in  this  view  of  the  ca  c¬ 
he  gave  his  Son  to  die  upon  the  crofs  to  de 
dare  this  law  to  be  holy,  jufi  and  good.  But 
in  this  view,  the  divine  law  is  umverfally  hatec 
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by  every  felf-righteous  heart,  and  a  nonconfor¬ 
mity  thereto,  is  univerfally  juftified,  from  the 
mo  ft  pi  of  cine ,  to  the  rood  devout .  I  cannot,” 

cries  one.  “  It  is  impoffible,”  cries  another. 
(6  The  very  thought  of  iuch  a  law  breeds  hatred 
and  heart-rifings  in, ipite  of  my  heart.”  cries 


each  and  every  one.* 


fte,  ind^tVOra  fhaSug°nf/arthcr^  and  taken  a  very  extraordinary  , 
after  of  God  °  "r  h  ^  ^  e  ^^~rig‘iteous  fmner,  in  not  loving  that  char* 
ao  incarnate  Pnd  d  lj  CXhlblted  in  the  divlne  ]aw,  in  honour  to  which, 
ours  to  Drove  tl  t ^  °U  t^ecro^3*  He  not  only  declares,  and  endeav- 
to  Jove  p  •  •’  hrat  11  ls  “  uttei]y  impoffible”  to  love  it  ;  but  alfo  that 
God  ”  P  '*°rAn*Urc  a  wickedthinffi  “  contrary  to  the  law  of 
X  to  the  n'a^  of  lf  “  ' Cont!af7  to  the  ^  of, God,”  it  is  contra* 

ter  That  is  C  '  °r*  tken  does  not  love  that  charac- 

h?  thinks  t  St  tn  Father  does  not  love  himfelf.  No  wonder  then 

mradlffi  h  von^hT  ^  is  “  beyo«d  what  Adam  did  in 

himfe’f  ”  Lr  i  Rupture  hints,  the  apoftles,  and  even  Tef us  Chrift: 

Ih”i  ii  Jn l  V  '*  ‘  G0ntry>r  10  the  law  of  God,”  and  to  a  wicked  . 
incr  m*  the  univerf-00  a*  Pi  P  1  P ilature  God,  and  of  every  holy  be- 
ly°i ullified  in  not*  In  '  "  r  Uj/be  ^-righteous  firmer  hands  complete- 
comfort  to  think  ^  P?d  S  rUC  3nd  rca!  charafter-  Yea,  has  the 

the  law  of  God.”  "  W°U  £  3  f  t0  love  U  :  A  ^hinS  “  contrary  to 

cr^s^S;0  °{God"™d  wicked  as  it  is,  no  foot- 

the  Holy  Spirit  in  ^  iOU§  P5  Plough  the  regenerating  influences  of 
al  the  Pla^  of  £  UlC  amiab,e"<*  of  this  character,  to  take 

ki  himff > and  ana 

in.T  fimolv  from  a  J-  USLlHl  t,  all  his  hope  of  acceptance  arif- 
changes^ Ins  .tone  •  anrTV^  ,hr0lJ.ok  the  great  atonement,  but  he 

contraditfts  himfelf  *  forno^  ct  eondem,mng:  Theron,  exprefsly 

had  juft  been  trying  to  p  ove To  hi  !?  ^  ^  VCfy  thinS’-  whlch  he 

affirmed  to  be  of  ffi  ho^v  and  d  C°ntrary  to  the  law  of  God,»  is 
meiitcnoughin.it  to  atone  ffi r  a]]'™  *  naLu,:c>  23  j°  have  virtue  and. 
the  favour  of  Cnd  °ur  Pad  hns,  and  recommend  us  to 

ChrlSTh!  a^CmCmthS«t0  CtNal  f,!f*with°“'  »»y  ’■“<»  of 

he  affirms,  “Inr  e  no  occafion  fn  T7  *  makc  roy  Theron  to  bc’ 
Jefus.  The,  are  cnUi  t7  ■  *  «he  foverogn  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift 

of  iheir  own  love  vv'rpip  e  1  ‘  111  [  l!  n  own  name,  on  the  foundation¬ 
's  he  fees  himlcif  ^  K  ^ 

ft  Ezekit  I,  which  haf  been’  '  /’  2fir>  ‘,om  'he  words  of  the  proph- 

bfr.C,rdwh,,h.,d1a£  whehiffnt3  A'rCd  S°r  Tf  ^  to' 

the  law  of  Ghd  ”  is  mor„  1  .  1  °WI1  natU,c  l3nfuI’  co.urary  to. 

ly  hofts,  which* woia’d  riob  bf lf',?a!l,-US  lban  2,1  tbe  virtue  Lilc  heaven- 
vim.e  is  as  efiefiiial  •«  fcJe'as  S^l'f  T  f'  T  I"’  Yc3’  ils 

of  God.  II  Mr.Cudworrh’.  r  ,  b  o°‘  a!,a  nSh' e<mfm'fs  of  the  Son 

Aud  can  fucb  a  man  be  reafined  UthV1  ui,sj  what  cannot  he  believe? 


f 
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Now,  that  belief,  which  gives  comfort  to  a 
fell  righteous  heart,  thus  at  enmity  againft  the 
divine  law,  by  whatever  humble  name  it  is  call¬ 
ed,  does  in  fatt  feed  and  confirm  a  lelf-rignteous 
Ipint :  And,  for  that  reaion,  wid  be  tenacioufly 
maintained,  although  without  any  evidence  from 
feripture,  fenfe  or  reafon.  So,  one  believes, 
that  if  he  will  do  as  well  as  he  can,  God  has 
promifed  to  fave  him  :  And  this  gives  him  cafe. 
And  another  believes,  that  God  has  piomifed 
abfolutely  to  fave  him,  without  any  condition  at 
all  :  And  this  gives  him  comfort  more  abun¬ 
dantly.  And  while  each  remains  ftrong  in  his 
belief,  by  which  the  divine  law  is  fet  afide  and 
removed  out  of  fight,  each  enjoys  himfelf  full 
well.  But  if  light  fhould  break  in,  and  the  di¬ 
vine  law  come  into  view,  and  their  true  char- 
after  and  hate  appear,  dead  in  fin  and  under 
the  curfe,  both  would  return  to  their  “  hatred 
and  heart- rifings”  again,  as  much  as  ever.  For, 
the  fin-extenuating,  {elf-juft ifying  temper  remain¬ 
ing  unmortified,  God  and  his  law  will  be,  o 
courfe,  hated  and  condemned,  whenever  they 
come  into  view.  The  faith  of  both  is  °f  u  u 
only  to  keep  God  and  his  law  out  of  fight  and 
out  of  mind,  and  thus  it  comforts  them.  Let 
God  and  his  law  come  into  view,  and  their  faith 
is  deftroyed,  and  their  comforts  are  gone,  and 
their  heart-rifings  come  again.  And,  therefore, 
both  are  to  the  laft  degree  tenacious  of  their 
different  fehemes.  A  telf-righteous  ipint  lies 
at  the  bottom  of  all  their  zeal,  as  their  fehemes 
are  adapted  to  give  eaic  and  comfort  to  lelt- 
riohteous  hearts,  and  guard  and  defend  them 
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from  the  terrors  of  the  divine  law,  prevent  the 
blafphemous  workings  of  their  own  minds,  which 
beget  horror  and  awaken  the  fears  of  future  wrath, 
III.  A  fin-extenuating,  felf jollifying,  felf- 
righteous  frame  of  heart,  is  in  direQ  opposition 
to  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift.  For,  had  our 
difaffeQion  to  the  divine  charaQer  not  been  as 
criminal  as  the  curfe  of  the  law  fuppofed,  there 
had  been  no  reafon  the  Son  of  God  fliould  have 
been  made  a  curfe  in  our  head.  Had  there 
been  any  plea  to  extenuate  our  fault,  or  in  the 
lead  to  have  jollified  us  in  our  not  loving  God 
with  all  our  hearts,  the  law  had  not  been  ftrift- 
ly  right.  And  God’s  being  fo  fevere  again ft  fin 
had  not  been  a  beauty,  but  a  blemilh  in  his 
charaQer.  And  if  there  had  been  a  blemilh  in 
the  divine  charaQer,  to  love  him  with  all  our 
hearts,  had  been  ItriQly  and  properly  impoffible. 
The  fault  would  have  been  not  in  us,  but  in 
God.  And  fo  no  need  of  Chrift  to  die,  to  de¬ 
clare  God  to  be  wholly  right.  Rather,  as,  on 
this  hypothelis,  God  was  wrong,  he  ought  to 
have  retraQed,  to  have  repealed  his  law,  and 
granted  us  relief ;  he  ought  in  juftice  to  have 
done  it,  and  a  mediator  was  altogether  needlefs 
in  the  cafe.  And  thus,  the  finner  is  "juftified, 
and  God  condemned,  and  the  whole  Gofpel 
overthrown.  And  this  is  the  native  tendency 
of  a  felf-righteous  fpirit.  A  felf-righteous  fpirit 
is,  therefore,  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  Gofpel 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  And,  accordingly, 

A  felf-righteous  fpirit  was  the  fource  of  the 
hatred  and  heart-rifings  of  the  pharifees  againft 
the  charaQer  of  jefus  Chrift.  They  could  not 
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bear  to  trunk  ihemielves  fo  bad  as  his  doftrines 
imported ;  and,  therefore,  they  became  foon  dif- 
affe&ed  towards  his  perfon.  John  iii.  ig^ —  21* 
And  when  he  plainly  told  them,  what  they  were 
in  the  fight  of  God,  and  what  they  deferred  at 
his  hands,  in  the  xxiiid  chap.  of  Mat.  they  im¬ 
mediately  confpired  to  put  him  to  death.  The 
xxiiid  of  Mat.  contains  our  Saviour’s  la  ft  fpeech 
to  the  pharifees,  who,  three  days  after,,  got  him 
faR  nailed  to  the  crofs.  Ye  Ur  penis,  ye  genera¬ 
tion  of  vipers ,  hozv  can  ye  cfcape  the  damnation  of 
hell?  were  words  the  pharifees  never  could  for* 
give.  The  character  thefe  words  gave  the 
pharifees,  was  no  worfe,  was  but  juft  equal  to 
the  import  of  the  divine  law,  the  law.  God  gave 
to  Mofes,  the  very  law  which  the  pharifees  pre¬ 
tended  to  believe  and  love,  but  which  they  re¬ 
ally  hated.  Our  Saviour,  therefore,  merited 
their  refentment  by  thefe  words,  no  more  than 
God  the  Father  did,  by  his  law.  And  indeed, 
in  the  height  of  all  their  religion  and  devotion, 
they  hated  God  the  Father,  as  much  as  they 
did  Jefus  his  well  beloved  Son;  And  their  ha¬ 
tred  to  the  true  God,  had  led  them  to  frame  a 
falfe  image  of  God,  in  their  own  fancy,  to  fuit 
their  own  hearts.  This  falfe  image  they  loved, 
and  were  zealous  for  his  caufe.  And  this  love 
and  zeal,  infinitely  odious  to  God  as  it  was,  they 
made  a  righteoulhefs  of,  and  gloried  in.  This 
proud  felf-rigi.teous  fpi.rit,  prepared  them  to  hate 
and  murder  the  Son  of  God,  the  exprefs  image 
of  i  is  Father.  And  in  their  conduct,  as  in  a 
glafs,  the  nature  and  tendency  of  a  felf  righteous 
fpirit  mav  be  clearly  fecn. 
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IV.  A  fin-extenuating,  felf-juftifying,  lelf- 
righteous  fpirit,  is  cordially  beloved,  approved 
of,  and  jultified  ;  and  fo  reigns  in  the  heart  of 
every  unregenerate  man,  how  great  foever  the 
zeal  of  fome  may  feem  to  he  again  ft  it.  For 
he  who  condemns  it  in  one  fhape^may  heartily 
like  it  in  another.  And  every  unregenerate 
man,  of  whatever  profeffion,  Arminian,  Antino- 
mian,  or  Calvinift,  is  at  enmity  again  ft  God  and 
his  law  ;  and,  therefore,  is  difpofed  to  juftify 
himfelf,  and  lay  the  blame  upon  his  Maker. 
Being  better  inftruBed,  many  may  keep  their 
thoughts  to  themlelves,  as  being  rationally  con¬ 
vinced  they  are  wrong,  how  naturally  foever 
they  flow  from  their  hearts,  and  indicate  the 
true  temper  of  their  fouls  ;  but  thoufands  will 
boldly  (peak  out  their  minds,  and  in  their  igno¬ 
rance  attempt  to  juftify  themlelves  before  their 
Maker. 

“It  is  impoffible,”  cries  one,  “  that  I  fhould 
love  God,  before  I  know  my  fins  are  pardoned  : 
For  there  is  no  lovelinels  in  his  nature  in  any 
other  view.”  And  if  there  is  no  lovelinels  in 
his  nature,  but"  on  this  account  ;  then  the  law, 
which,  without  any  refpefft  to  this,  requires  us 
to  love  God  with  all  the  heart,  is  wrong.  And 
fo  the  man  is  not  to  blame,  but  (lands  juftified, 
in  his  non-conformity  to  this  perfect  rule  of  right. 

“  But  the  divine  law  requires  finlefs  perfec¬ 
tion,”  fays  another,  “  and  that  on  the  penalty  oi 
eternal  damnation  :  But  this  is  more  than  any 
f'on  of  Adam  can  do.”  And  what  confequence 
would  he  draw  from  thefe  words,  to  which  he 
has  no  determinate  ideas  5  as  fuch  men  will  ad- 


21 4  The  Nature  of  Sect.  IX, 

mit  of  no  diflinttion  between  want  of  heart  and 
zoant  oj  power.  What  confequence,  I  fay  ? 
Why,  in  his  efleem,  no  fon  of  Adam  is  to  be 
blamed,  for  not  being  perfett,  as  our  Father, 
which  is  in  heaven,  is  perfett.  And  fo,  an  apof- 
tate  world  all  Hand  juftified  at  once,  in  their  not 
continuing  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the 
taw  to  clo  them.  And,  therefore,  the  Holy  One 
or  Ifrael  mult  be  condemned,  for  denouncing 
the  eurfe  in  this  cafe.  And  the  Son  of  God 
mult  oe  fuppofed  to  have  died  a  facrifice  to 
tyranny.  All  which,  is  no  better  than  down¬ 
right  blafphemy,  pregnant  with  infidelity.  But 
a  felf-rigbteous  heart  will  maintain  its  ground, 
unci  Hand  the  fliock,  although  to  the  fubverfion 
of  all  religion,  natural  and  revealed. 

Therefore,  I  fay,  a  felf-rigbteous,  felf-juflify. 
ing  dilpolition,  not  only  operates,  but  reigns  irr 
every  unregenerate  heart.  It  is  loved,  it  is  ap¬ 
proved,  it  is  juftified,  it  has  full  poffeffion  of  the 
heart.  Hven  fo  full  poffeffion,  as  to  be  proof 
again  ft  all  the  miracles,  which  fupport  the  truth 
of  divine  revelation.  And,  therefore,  let  God 
declare  in  his  law,  that  any  defect  of  perfett 
obedience  merits  eternal  woe  ;  and  let  the  good- 
nefs  of  this  law  be  afierted  and  fealed  by  the 
blood  of  an  incarnate  God,  it  is  all  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  A  felf-julti tying  heart  will  Hand  its  ground, 
and  vindicate  itfeif,  in  oppofuion  to  all. 

Our  bleffed  Saviour,  the  exprefs  image  of 
his  Father’s  perfon,  viewed  the  character  of  the 
pharifees  in  the  fame  light  his  Father’s  law  did, 
and  in  his  heart  he  verily  thought  “  all  heaven 
ought  for  ever  to  love  and  adore  the  infinitely  v 
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glorious  Majefty,  although  they  received  their 
juft  defert,  and  perifhed  forever/'  Ye  ferpents^ 
ye  generation  oj  viper 5,  how  can  ye  efcape  the 
damnation  of  hell  ?  And  had  they  viewed 
themfelves  in  the  fame  light,  and  had  an  an- 
fwerable  frame  of  heart,  they  had  not  been 
difgufted,  but  rather  pleafed  with  his  chara&er. 
u  Truth,  Lord,  we  are  ferpents,  we  are  a  gen¬ 
eration  of  vipers,  an  infinitely  odious  and  hate¬ 
ful  race,  worthy  of  the  damnation  of  hell.  Nor 
wouid  it  be  a  blemilh,  but  a  beauty,  in  the  di¬ 
vine  conduct,  to  fend  us  thither.”  This  would 
have  been  to  have  thought  foberly  of  themfelves, 
and  as  they  ought  to  have  thought.*  But  juft 
the  reverie  was  the  temper  of  their  hearts. 

You  think  damnation  good  enough  for  us. 
And  we  think  crucifixion  good  enough  for  you. 
Away  with  him ,  away  with  him ,  crucify  him ,  cru¬ 
cify  him.”  And  if  thefe  men  had  no  cloak  for 
their  Jin  in  our  Saviour’s  eyes,  one  thoufand  {ev¬ 
en  hundred  years  ago,  we  may  be  allured  that 

*  This  would  have  been  to  have  thought  foberly  of  themfelves ,  and  as  they 
flight  to  have  thought ,  No,  fays  Mr,  Cudwonh,  this  would  have  been 

the  fummit”  of  felf-righteoufnds.  P.  224.  That  is,  if  the  pharifees 
had  viewed  their  own  chai after  in  that  odious  point  of  light,  in  which 
thrift  did,  it  had  been  the  higheft  degree  of  pride.  Why  then  were 
not  the  pharilees  pleafed  with  that  odious  character  Chrift  gave  them  ? 
Why  was  not  their  pride  gratified  by  thofe  words  :  Ye  f  rpeuts ,  ye 
generation  of  vipers ,  how  can  ye  efcape  the  damnation  of  hell  ?  Docs  Mr. 
Cud  worth,  really  believe  that  God  the  Father  and  God  the  Son  viewed 
the  character  of  the  pharifees  in  a  point  of  light,  in  which,  if  the  phari¬ 
lees  had  viewed  themfelves,  it  muff  have  cherifhed  and  fed  a  felf  right¬ 
eous  {pirit  ?  To  believe  this,  is  worfe  than  infidelity.  And  yet  this  is 
implied  in  his  charging  my  Theron  with  felf-righteoufnefs,  merely  for 
viewing  his  character,  in  the  very  light,  in  which  it  flood  in  the  eyes 
of  God  and  of  his  Son;  in  which  view,  he  thought  in  his  heart,  4<  that 
all  heaven  ought  forever  to  “  love  and  adore  the  infinitely  glorious  Maj« 
efty,  although  he  received  his  juft  defert  and  perifhed  forever.”  And 
lo  God  the  lather  thought,  and  fo  thought  Jcfus  Chrift  his  Son. 
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all  our  felf-juftifying  pleas  will  be  efteemed  of 
no  weight  in  his  fight,  when  he  comes  to  judge 
the  world,  according  to  his  Father’s  law,  in  all 
its  rigour..  So  far,  fo  very  far  from  it,  that  when 
he  pronounces  the  final  fentence,  angels  and 
faints  will  fhout  forth  their  hallelujahs  all  a  - 
round  him. 

There  is  not  a  felf-juftifying  (inner  on  earth, 
who  has  a  better  plea  to  make  in  his  own  be¬ 
half  than  many  a  pharifee  had.  Can  you  fay,  44 1 
am  drift  in  external  duties  ?”  44  I  more,”  might 
the  pharifee  fay.  44  All  thefe  things  have  I  kept 
from  my  youth  up.  Yea,  as  touching  the  right- 
eoufnefs  of  the  law-  I  am  blamelefs.  For  lo 
thefe  many  years  do  I  ferve  thee,  neither  tranf- 
grelfed  I  at  any  time  thy  commandment.”  44  Yes, 
but  I  praftife  many  difficult  and  felftdenying 
duties,”  fays  the  finner.  44  I  more,’  fays  the 
pharifee.  44  I  faft  twice  in  the  week,  and  give 
tithes  of  all  that  I  polfefs.”  44  But  1  am  hear¬ 
ty  and  zealous  in  religion,”  fays  the  finner. 
44  I  more,”  fays  the  pharifee  ;  44  for  with  great 
expenfe  and  fatigue  I  compafs  fea  and  land  to 
make  profelytes.”  44  But  I  believe  God  loves 
me,  and  that  I  (hall  affu redly  have  eternal  life, 
and  in  this  belief,  I  love  God  (ays  the  finner. 

44 1  more,”  fays  the  pharifee ;  44  for  we  know  we 
not  only  have  Abraham  to  our  father,  but  God 
is  our  father.  And  I  can  thank  God  I  am  not  as 
other  men, in  his  very  prefence;  for  he  knows  how- 
good  and  how  upright  1  am.”  44  Yes,  but  the  phar- 
ifees  hated  Jefus  Chrift,”  fays  the  finner.  True, 
but  no  more  than  you  hate  that  character  of  God, 
Which  is  exhibited  in  that  law,  to  do  honour  to 
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which,  the  Son  of  God  laid  down  his  life.  They 
felt  towards  the  charafler  of  Jefus  Chrift  j  J 

chaSS  of  Pr,?mvTT  fM,S  'oward  •'>' 
character  of  God  he  Father,  exhibited  in  his 

“  J't’  b“  1  Wi'Vf,  >he  Gofpel,  and  they 
rejected  it.  You  cordially  believe  the  Gofpel 

nf  M  f  n  than  the^  believed  the  writings 
of  Moles  V!Z.  underftoodin  fuch  a  manned 

o  juftify  them,  even  as  they  judified  themfelves 
In  every  other  fenfe,  whatever  orthodox  nro" 
feffion  the  felf-righteous  finner  may  make  with 
his  mouth,  yet,  in  the  temper  of  his  £(  h 
lejeQs  the  Gofpel  as  much  as  they  did  For 
no  man  believes  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,  whh 
all  his  heart  but  he  who  is  born  of  God  , 
Joh.  v.  i.  Indeed,  you  may  give  the  Cnfn»l 
a  new  meaning  of  your  own,  juft  as  they  diddle 
writings  of  Mofes,  and  this  new  meaner  h 
may  love  and  believe  cordially,  even  as  thev 
believed  their  pharifaical  fcheme7.  But  the  ve 
ry  truth  you  hate  and  oppofe  in  the  temner  S 
your  heart,  even  as  they  hated  and  opPpofed 
Chrift  in  an  open  and  publick  manner  P«  r  „ 
it  is  nnpoffible  this  fhould  be  my  charaQer  f 
then  I  am  no  better  than  an  ene/y to 2  bod 
of^eaven,”  fays  the  finner.  /rue, 

of  heaven  VIZ  ^  chara6ler’  in  >he  fight 
carnal  nund  ZnZtyZZZft  IZif')  7>  It 
<»  l7,  tolto  LZfanf  And  fit 

Z  f  ptrZtfttf  and  'OWly  Jer“s> 

“>CTs.  Nor  had  thc/jy'Xtf  T 
plain  dealing  ill  at  his  Lncfs  '  ke  hls 

T 
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V.  There  is  nothing,  fhort  of  the  regenerat¬ 
ing  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  can  ef¬ 
fectually  take  down  the  pride  of  a  felf-righteous 
heart,  and  beget  a  difpofition  to  juftify  God, 
and  take  blame  to  ourfelves,  anfwerable  to  the 


import  of  the  divine  law. 

Scriptural  and  rational  arguments  cannot  go 
it.  Rather  as  the  leviathan  in  the  book  of 
job,  efleemeth  iron  as  Jlraw ,  and  brafs  as  rotten 
wood  ;  fo  all  fcriptural  and  rational  arguments 

are,  before  a  felf-righteous  heart. 

Miracles  are  alfo  inefficient.  For  wnen  the 
pharifees  could  evade  the  force  oi  them  no 
other  way,  they  would  even,  in  contradiction  to 
common  fenfe,  declare,  He  cajkth  out  devils  by 
Beelzebub,  juft  as  if  Satan  might  be  divided 

again/I  himfelf.  .  .. 

Nay,  fcripture  and  reafon  and  miracles,  all 

united  together,  are  not  able  to  take  down  the 
pride  of  a  felf-righteous  heart.  St.  Paul  tried 
them  all,  and  he  did  his  beft,  and  a  little  before 
his  death,  in  an  epiftle  to  his  fon  T  imothy,  he 
fairly  owns  himfelf  beat.  2  Tim.  iii.  13-  £z'1 
men  and  feducers  Jhall  wax  worfe  and  worfe,  de¬ 
ceiving  and  being  deceived.  He  could  make 
them  fee  that  they  were  inconliftent  with  them 
felves,  and  even  make  it  appear  to  others  tha 
they  were  felf-condemned,  but  ttill  they  woulc 
obftinately  maintain  their  felf-righteous  pnnci 
pies,  although  they  were  excommunicated  tor  it 
Tit.  iii.  iO,  11.  And  thefe  men  were  our  enjam 
*/«j,an'd  the fe  things  were  writtenforourinJlruBiori 
*  For  an  impenitent  finner  to  “  believe  tha 
Cod  loves  him,  and  that  his  fins  are  forgiven, 
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inftead  of  taking  down,  naturally  feeds  the  pride 
of  bis  feif  righteous  heart,  Witnefs  the  phari- 
fees  of  old. 

To  fay,  u  that  we  are  to  be  perfeQly  paffive, 
fo  do  nothing,  to  feel  no  motion  in  our  hearts  ;■ 
but  to  be  juftified  without  any  a £1,  exercife,  or 
exertion  in  the  human  mind,”  does  not  indeed 
agree  with  fcripture  language,  which  calls  upon 
us  to  repent  and  be  converted ,  and  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrijl ,  that  our  fins  may  be  blotted 
out ,  and  we  be  faved  ;  however,  it  is  not  fo  difa- 
greeable  to  the  pride  of  an  indolent,  fluggiftx 
heart,  dead  in  fin,  but  that  it  may  pals.  For,  if 
men  can  but  get  a  hope  they  fhall  be  faved, 
without  being  brought  down  to  own  that  God’s 
charafter  is  as  glorious,  and  theirs  as  odious,  a& 
the  divine  law  fuppofes,  and  fo  without  being 
neeeflitated  to  look  to  free  grace,  through  jefus 
Chrift,  in  that  precife  point  of  light,  in  which 
it  is  exhibited  to  view  in  the  Gofpel,  die  life  of 
Agag  is  faved  ;  a  proud,  impenitent,  fe'lf-juftify- 
ing,  felf-righteous  Ipirit  is  unfubdued  ;  and  the 
native  enmity  of  the  heart  againft  the  divine 
charafter  keeps  its  ground.  And  a  carnal  heart, 
under  terror,  can,  in  a  ftrait,  bear  with  any 
fcheme,  in  which  thefe  points  may  be  faved. 
But  to  exalt  God  fo  high,  and  come  down  fo 
low,  as  in  the  leaft  degree  to  anfwer  to  the  im¬ 
port  of  the  divine  law,  and  to  the  import  of  the 
crofs  of  Chrift,  is  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to 
the  temper  of  a  carnal  heart,  which  is  at  enmi¬ 
ty  againft  God,  that  nothing  fhort  of  the  regen¬ 
erating  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  can  ef¬ 
fect  it. 
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No  convi&ion,  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  the 
mind  of  a  natural  man,  remaining  fuch,  is  ca¬ 
pable  of,  is  fufficient  to  ftrike  death  to  the  root 
of  a  proud,  felf-righteous,  felf-juftifying  difpo^ 
fition.  Great  conviftions  of  fin  and  guilt  a 
natural  man  is  capable  of.  Yea,  it  is  poffihle 
the  confcience  of  a  natural  man  may  be  fo 
awakened,  as  that  he  may  know,  may  be  quite 
certain,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  jot  of  good- 
nefs  in  his  heart  ;  yea,  that  he  is  dead,  altogeth¬ 
er  dead  in  fin  ;  and  fo  has  nothing  in  the  world 
to  make  a  righteoufnefs  of ;  whereby  he  may  be 
driven  to  defpair, totally  to  defpair  of  mercy,  from 
this  quarter  ;  yea,  and  his  mouth  be  fo  flopped, 
as  that  he  has  not  one  word  to  fay  for  himfelf  : 
Yet  ail  this,  how  much  foever  it  may  knock  down 
and  dun  a  felf-righteous  fpirit,  does  not  in  the 
lealt  cure  the  mind  of  a  felf-righteous  difpofr- 
tion.  And  nothing  is  wanting  but  materials  to 
work  upon,  and  the  difpofition  will  rife  again, 
and  live  and  reign  as  high  as  ever.  Thus  it  is 
in  fome  Tinners,  who  have  had  great  legal  convic¬ 
tions,  upon  their  receiving  falfe  comfort  and  get¬ 
ting  falle  religious  affections,  they  have  been  more 
proud  after  their  fuppofed  converfion  than  ever 
they  were  before  ;  and  more  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  felf-righteous,  felf-juftifying  fpirit. 
Proud,  when  full  of  comfort  ;  and  when  their 
good  feelings  are  all  gone  virtually  laying  all 
the  blame  to  God,  who,  they  fay,  is  withdrawn 
from  them,  and  they  can  do  nothing  of  them- 
felves  ;  not  once  imagining  that  they  are  really 
criminal,  infinitely  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God, 
for  not  loving  the  Lord  their  God  with  all  their 
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hearts ,  according  to  the  firft  and  great  command 
of  God’s  holy  law.  And  hence  it  is  alfo  diffi¬ 
cult  to  convince  a  deluded  (inner,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  his  falfe  comforts  and  joys  have  been' 
great.  Although,  in  (triCt  truth,  there  is  no 
more  grace  in  the  heart  of  the  devouteft  phari- 
fee  on  earth,  than  in  the  vileft  pirate  that  ever 
failed  the  feas.  For  it  is  true  of  every  unre¬ 
generate  man,  that  he  is  at  enmity  again/I  God. 
Rom.  viii.  7.. 

By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin  ;  and  by 
the  law  a  natural  man  may  fee  that  he  is  a  (in¬ 
ner  in  fo  complete  a  fenfe,  as  that  he  has  nothing 
to  make  a  righteoufnefs  of ;  and  yet  the  (elf-right¬ 
eous  difpofition  may  remain  wholly  unmortified. 
Thus,  in  this  fenfe,  no  doubt,  Satan  now  knows, 
that  he  is  a  (inner  ;  and  in  this  fenfe,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  Satan  and  all  wicked  beings  will  know,  at 
the  day  of  judgment,  that  they  are  (inners. 
However,  , the  pride  of  Satan’s  heart  is  not  mor¬ 
tified  now,  nor,  will  the.  pride  of  Satan,  or  any 
other  wicked  being,  be  (lain  by  the  convictions  . 
they  will  receive  at  the  day  of  judgment. 

Nothing  xan  effectually  take  down  the  heart, 
fihort  of  that  light,  in  which  the  divine  law  and 
our  own  character  is  feen,  through  the  regener¬ 
ating  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  before  re¬ 
generation  the  commandment  come,  fin  revive ,  and 
I  die*  in  a  fort  ;  yet  all  this  is  fore  againft  the 
bias  of  the  heart  *.  But,  it  is  in  .  regeneration, 
that  I  through  the  law  am  cordial ly  dead  to  the 
law ,  that  I  may  live  to  God.  .  For, 

A  difpofition  to  jufiify  ourfelves,  in  not  lov¬ 
ing  God  .with  all  our  hearts,  will  itfelf  actually 

t 
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die  and  ceafe  to  be,  and  tbe  contrary  difpofition 
take  place,  only  in  proportion  as  God  appears 
to  our  fouls  worthy  of  our  fupreme  love.  It 
is  this,  and  nothing  fhort  of  this,  which  will  in¬ 
cline  us,  from  the  heart,  of  our  own  accord,  to 
take  all  the  blame  of  our  difaffe&ion  to  the  di¬ 
vine  charaQer  home  to  ourfelves.  And  fo, 
while  the  divine  law  is  viewed  in  the  light  of 
the  divine  glory,  it  will  appear  as  it  never  did 
before,  holy,  juft  and  good,  a  glorious  law  ; 
and  it  will  come  to  pafs,  as  it  is  written  ;  I 
through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law ,  that  I  may 
live  to  God . 

The  damned  will,  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
have  fuch  a  knowledge  of  God  and  of  them- 
felves,  as  will  convince  their  conlciences,  that 
the  law  is  juft.  Rom.  ii.  5.  Jude  15.  Sore 
a^ainff  their  wills,  they  will  be  forced  to  own, 
that  God  ought  to  have  been  loved  and  obeyed ; 
and  that  they  deferve  damnation  for  their  dis¬ 
affection  and  rebellion.  But,  being  blind  to 
the  holy  beauty  of  the  divine  nature,  they  will 
■feel  no  inclination,  no  free,  genuine,  cordial 
difpofition,  to  take  the  blame  of  their  difaffe6tion 
and  rebellion  home  to  themfelves.  Their  proud, 
felf-jufiifying  tempe  r,  will  remain  unmortified, 
while  they  are  confcience-convinced  that  they 
are  abfolutely  without  excufe.  They  would 
be  heartily  glad  to  excufe  themfelves  and  lay 
the  blame  upon  God,  if  they  could.  Their  old 
difpofition  that  way,  will  be  wholly  alive  :  But 
their  mouths  will  be  (topped.  And  therefore 
they  will  blafphemc  God,  and  be  felf-condemn- 
ed/ both  at  once.  An  amazing  dreadful  (late  ! 
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But,  in  regeneration,  the  finner  is  brought  to 
fuch  a  view  of  God,  as  an  abfolutely  perfeft, 
infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being  ;  and  to 
fuch  a  view  of  the  divine  lav/,  as  holy,  juft  and 
good,  a  glorious  law  ;  as  even  begins  to  kill  a 
felf-righteous,  felf-juftifying  difpofition,  in  the 
bottom  of  the  heart.  And  from  the  inmoft 
foul  the  man  begins  to  fee,  think,  and  feel  that 
God  is  wholly  right,  and  that  he  himfelf  is  whol¬ 
ly  wrong  ;  and  fo  from  the  heart  to  give  up 
every  fin-extenuating,  felf-juftifying  plea,  and 
cordially  to  take  the  whole  blame  to  himfelf, 
and  frankly  to  own  the  honeft  truth.  /  have 
finned  againf  heaven  and  in  thy  fight ,  and  am 
no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon .  God  be 
merciful  to  me  a  finner . 

And  now,  and  not  until  now,  will  he  begin 
to  fee,  that  he  needs  that  kind  of  pardon ,  which 
the  Gofpel  offers.  A  pardon  which  fuppofes, 
that  our  difaffe6tion  to  the  Deity  is  entirely  in- 
excufable,  yea  infinitely  criminal.  So  very 
criminal,  that  the  blood  of  an  incarnate  God 
was  neceflary  to  make  atonement  for  it,  that, 
confident  with  the  honour  of  the  divine  gov¬ 
ernment,  it  might  be  forgiven. 

And  now,  and  not  until  now,  will  he  begin 
to  fee  the  atonement  of  Chrift.  For  until  now 
he  will  not  begin  to  fee  his  ci  faffed  ion  to  the 
Deity  fo  very  criminal,  as  to  render  fuch  an 
atonement  needful,  in  order  to  his  being  par¬ 
doned,  confident  with  the  divine  honour. 

And  as  his  fenfe  of  God,  as  an  abfolutely 
perfeD,  infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being, 
increafetb  ;  and  his  fenfe  of  the  divine  law,  as 
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holy,  juft  and  good,  a  glorious  law,  honoured 
on  the  erofs  by  the  blood  ot  an  incarnate  God; 
and  his  fenfe  of  the  inexcufablenels  and  infinite 
evil  of  not  loving  God  with  all  bis  heart  ;  as  a 
fenfe,  of  thefe  increafes,  his  proud,  felfiriglueous, 
felfj unifying  difpofition  will  die  ;  arid  his  need 
of  Chrift  and  free  grace  appear,  in  a  clearer 
and  clearer  light.  No  man,  fo  fenfrble  of  his 
need  of  Chriit  and  free  grace,  as  the  apoftle 
Paul,  who  beyond  doubt  was  the  holieft  of  all 
mere  men,  that  ever  lived,  I  through  the  law 
am  dead  to  the  law ,  that  /  may  live  to  God 
L  am  crucified  with  Chrif. . 

SECXI  O  N  X. 

The  Nature  and  Consequences  of  Spirit¬ 
ual  Blindness  :  And  how  the  God  of  this 
World  blinds  the.  Minds  of  them  that  behove  not. 

WHEN‘it  is  faid,  that  Satan  provoked  or 
birred  up  David  to  number  Ifrael ,  1 
Chron.  xxi.  1,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that 
the  corruptions  of  his  own  heart  did  not  move 
him  to  that  deed.  This  was  no  doubt  the  true 
bate  of  the  cafe,  ver.  17  ;  and  Satan  only  took 
advantage  of  thofe  corruptions  to  fet  him  on. 
So,  when  it  is  faid,  that  the  god  of  this  world 
dinds  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not ,  lejl  the 
light  of  the  glorious  G  of  pel  of  Chrif ,  who  is  the 
image  of  Godijhouldjhine  unto  them  ;  no  doubt, 
the  corruptions  of  the  human  heart  lie  at.  the. 
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bottom  of  all  that  criminal  blindnefs,  which  Sa¬ 
tan  endeavours  to  increafe  and  ftrengthen,  by 
all  ways  in  his  power. 

The  queftion  therefore  comes  to  this,  “  What 
is  there  in  the  human  heart,  which  renders 
men  blind  to  the  glory  of  the  Gofpel  ?”  Or,  in 
other  w'ords,  “  What  is  there  in  the  heart  of  a 
fallen  creature,  which  renders  him  blind  to  the 
beauty  and  glory  of  the  divine  nature,  fhining 
with  fo  much  brightnefs,  in  the  Gofpel  way  of 
falvation  through  the  blood  of  Chrift  ?”  For,  if 
man  were  not  a  fallen,  depraved,  vicious  crea¬ 
tine,  he  could  not  be  blind  to  fuch  beauty  ;  a 
beauty  which  affefts  the  hearts  and  engages  the 
attention  of  all  the  angelical  holts,  who  have 
not  that  fpecial  concern  in  the  affair  which  we 
have.  They  defire,  earnefily  defire  to  look  in¬ 
to  thefe  things,  i  Pet.  i.  12,  and  difcern  in 
them  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God.  Eph.  iii.  10. 

I.  Spiritual  blindnefs  confifts  primarily  in  the 
wvant  of  fpiritual  fight  ;  or  in  not  being  fenfible 
of  the  lovelinefs,  beauty  and  glory  of  divine 
things,  as  they  are  in  themfelves.  There  is  a 
natural  beauty  and  glory  in  the  natural  w^orld, 
in  the  fun,  moon  and  liars,  &c.  which  men  fee, 
who  are  not  naturally  blind  :  So  there  is  a  ho¬ 
ly,  heavenly,  divine  beauty  and  glory  in  divine 
things,  in  God  and  Chrift,  in  the  law  and  Gof- 
P5.  ’  which  men  fee,  who  are  not  fpiritually 
,  in  .  }  !!e  worc^  blindnefs,  which  is  applied  to 
the  mind,  is  borrowed  from  one  of  our  exter¬ 
nal  fenles  ;  and  in  its  original  fignification,  means 

a  privation  of  fight.  So  it  was  with  the  man 
born  blind.  He  was  deflitute  of  the  fight  of 
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his  eyes  from  his  birth.  But  this  outward  blind¬ 
nefs,  although  in  feveral  refpefts  a  great  refem- 
blance  of  inward  fpiritual  blindnefs  ;  as  a  blind 
naan  has  no  more  idea  of  natural  beauty,  than 
one  fpiritually  blind  has  of  divine  beauty  ;  yet 
there  is  this  great  effential  difference  between 
the  blindnefs  of  the  eyes,  and  the  fpiritual 
blindnefs  of  the  mind  ;  viz.  one  is  of  the  nature 
of  a  calamity  Amply  ;  the  other  is  not  only  a 
calamity,  but  is  alfo  of  a  vicious  nature,  in  it- 
felf  properly  a  crime  ;  as  it  is  feated  chiefly  in 
the  heart,  and  confifts  in  being  ftupid^  to  that 
divine  beauty  and  lovelinefs,  with  which  the 
mind  ought  to  be  deeply  affe&ed.  To  have 
no  re!iIhafor  holy  beauty,  to  have 'no  heart  to 
look  upon  holinefs  itfelf  a  lovely  thing,  is  equiv¬ 
alent  to  having  no  heart  to  love  the  Holy  One 
of  Ifrael,  who  is  the  God  of  glory  ;  which,  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt,  is  criminal,  and  that  in  a  very 

high  degree.  : .  . 

Were  we  acquainted  with  a  map,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  without  any  fpark  of  generofity  or 
friendlhip  in  his  heart,  a  man  that  cared  not  in 
the  lead  for  his  neighbour’s  welfare  or  for  the 
publick  good,  and  even  without  natural  affec¬ 
tion  to  his  own  offspring,  no  feeling  to  N*Y 
tereft  but  his  own  ;  common  fenfe  would  teach 
us  to  look  upon  fuch  a  c-haraSer  as  very  vi¬ 
cious.  And  if  he  was  blind  to  the  wants  of 
the  poor,  and  deaf  to  their  cries,  we  fhould 
look  upon  that  blindnefs  and  deafne.s  of  a 
criminal  nature.  And  the  more  blind  and  deaf, 
the  more  criminal  fhould  we  pronounce  the 
man.  And,  by  parity  of  reafon,  if  we  are  blind 
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to  the  lovelinefs  of  the  mod  excellent  being  in 
the  univerfe,  difcovered  in  the  cleareft  and 
brighteft  manner,  it  mull,  by  all  holy  beings, 
by  all  good  judges,  be  looked  upon  as  being 
of  the  nature  of  a  crime.  If  a  hard-hearted 
man  juftifies  himfelf  in  being  blind  to  the  didreff- 
ing  wants  of  the  poor,  every  felf-judifying  plea, 
in  the  eyes  of  his  benevolent  neighbour,  will 
render  his  charadter  fo  much  the  more  vile  and 
odious.  And  if  to  be  blind  to  the  beauty  of 
the  divine  nature,  ever  fo  clearly  revealed,  is 
no  crime  ;  then  it  is  no  crime  not  to  love  God  : 
i.  e.  no  crime  to  live  in  the  breach  of  the  firft 
and  great  command,  and  no  crime  to  be  with¬ 
out  that  which  is  the  chief  foundation  of  all  re¬ 
ligion.  And  we  may  as  well  fay,  there  is  no 
crime  in  a  total  difregard  to  all  being  in  gen¬ 
eral,  and  in  being  entirely  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  felfifh  affeflions.  Which  is  as  abfurd, 
as  to  fay,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  fyftem, 
worth  the  lead  regard,  but  ourfelves.  And 
therefore  in  the  language  of  fcripture  a  heart  of 
Jlone ,  that  is,  a  blind,  fenfelefs,  ftupid  heart,  is 
one  name  given  to  a  wicked  ungodly  heart. 
Becaufe,  in  fcripture  account,  to  be  as  blind, 
fenfelefs  and  ftupid  to  the  glory  of  divine  things 
as  a  done,  is  of  a  criminal  nature.  A  heart  of 
done  is  a  wicked  heart. 

Our  bled'ed  Saviour,  by  all  he  faid  and  did, 
gave  himfelf  a  character  without  a  blemifh,  per¬ 
fect  in  beauty.  His  difciples,  who  were  but 
poor  illiterate  fifliermcn,  bchtld  Ins  glory,  as  the 
glory  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  Others, 
who  were  gentlemen  of  good  fenfe  and  a  polite 
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education,  wife  and,  prudent ,  were  fo  far  from 
difcerning  any  form  or  comelinefs  in  him,  that 
they  cried,  He  is  a  Samaritan,  and  hath  a  devil ; 
why  hear  ye  him  ?  And  therefore,  as  their  blind- 
nels  to  the  beauty  of  his  character  was  not  for 
want  of  natural  abilities,  or  outward  advantages, 
but  owing  entirely  to  the  Itate  of  their  minds, 
to  the  frame  of  their  hearts  ;  fo  it  was  altogeth¬ 
er  of  a  criminal  nature.  And  they  had  no  cloak 
for  their  Jin,  in  our  Saviour’s  judgment.  To 
fay,  they  had  fome  cloak,  and  were  not  altogeth¬ 
er  criminal  in  their  blindnefs  ;  is  to  fay,  there 
was  fome  blemilh  in  our  Saviour’s  chara&er  : 
Which  is  no  better  than  downright  infidelity. 

II.  Spiritual  blindnefs,  which  originally  con- 
fifts  in  a  want  of  relifh  for  holy  beauty,  for  that 
beauty  which  is  peculiar  to  holy  beings  anddics 
ly  things,  and  is  criminal  confidered  fuch  ; 
is  capable  of  being  greatly  increafed  and  con¬ 
firmed  through  the  exercife  and  influence  of  the 
various  corruptions  of  a  wicked  heart,  whereby 
it  may  become  criminal  in  a  ftill  higher  degree. 
And  here  the  god  of  this  world  may  have  a  great 
hand  in  blinding  the  minds  of  them  that  believe 
not,  left,  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gofpel  fhould 
fhine  unto  them. 

Thus,  to  a  worldly7  heart,  the  devil  may  pof- 
fibly  prefent  the  glory  of  this  world,  the  glory 
of  riches,  honours  and  pleafures,  in  fo  ftrong  a 
light,  as  quite  to  carry  away  the  mind  from  all 
ferious  thoughts  about  God  and  Chrift  and  a 
future  ftate.  They  fay  unto  God,  Depart  from 
us,  for  vc e  defi re  n ot  the  k n o w / edge  of  thy  ways . 
So  that,  when  the  Gofpel  is  preached  in  all  its 
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glory,  it  fliall  not  be  able  to  gain  the  leaft  rc" 
gard  ;  nay,  not  fo  much  as  to  gain  the  leaft  at¬ 
tention  of  the  mind.  And  when  fermon  is 
over,  like  the  generality  of  the  Jews  in  Chrift’s 
aay,  they  male  light  of  it,  and  go  their  way,  one 
to  his  farm,  and  another  to  his  merchandize.  By 
this  means,  multitudes,  if  not  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  ungodly  men,  under  the  Gofpel,  live 
and  die,  fo  inattentive  to  the  Gofpel  fcheme,  as 
nevei  to  gam  any  confiderable  acquaintance 
with  it.  They  are  too  indifferent  about  the 
matter,  ever  to  get,  what  is  called  a  doffrinal 
Knowledge  of  the  Chriflian  religion.  So  alfo 
the  young  and  gay  part  of  mankind,  arc  eager 
in  the  purfuit  of  paftimes,  merriments  and  fports, 
to  t  c  entire  negleft  of  all  divine  things,  while 
batan  is  not  wanting  to  do  all  he  may, "to  pufli 
tnem  on,  that  they  may  never  attend  to  the  glo¬ 
rious  Gofpel  of  Chrift.  And  while  mankind 
thus  fervc  divers  lulls  and  pleafures,  and  live 
in  malice  and  envy  befides,  hateful  and  hating; 
one  another,  the  Gofpel  is  to  them,  like  the 

eCj  e  lne  way~fide,  all  thrown  away 

and  loft.  J 

But  if,  by  the  various  fhocking  calamities  of 
this  hie,  and  the  apparent  certainty  of  death,  or 
.  hough  the  awakening  influences  of  the  Holy 
opirit,  or  by  any  other  means,  wicked  men  are 
tendered  attentive  to  the  Gofpel  revelation,  and 
lohcitous  about  their  eternal  intereft  :  yet,  if  un- 
on  a  nearer  view  of  things,  their  native  diflike 
to  Gods  holy  law  takes  occafion  to  arife  and 
erment,  it  may  finally^  and  forever  keep  them 
ohnd  to  the  glory  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift. 
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And  all  their  ftudy  and  pains  may  only  lead 
them  into  that  wildernefs  of  fecret  fcepticihn, 
where  many  profeffed  Chriftians  wander  and  are 
loft  ;  not  knowing  what  they  are,  nor  where 
they  are  ;  nor  what  to  believe,  nor  what  to  ex¬ 
pert  ;  but  are  at  a  total  uncertainty  about  eve¬ 
ry  thing  themfelves,  and  imagine  it  entirely  ow¬ 
ing  to  want  of  thought,  that  all  mankind  are  not 
as  much  puzzled  as  they  be.  While  others  are 
driven,  by  their  prejudices  againft  the  divine 
law  and  glorious  Gofpel,  into  open  mBuelity, 
not  in  the  leaft  fufpe&ing  that  the  fault  is  in 
themfelves.  While  others,  of  juft  tne  fame  tem¬ 
per,  through  falfe  and  delufive  joys,  from  a 
sroundlefs  perfuafion  of  Gods  love  to  them, 
profefs  the  greateft  zeal  for  the  Gofpel,  which, 
at  the  fame'"  time,  rightly  ur.derftood,  they  dil- 
believe  and  hate  with  all  their  hearts. 

If  a  man  begins  to  ftudy  the  Bible,  he  will 
foon  find,  that  according  to  that  book,  all  man¬ 
kind  are  naturally  under  a  law  which  requires 
perfe£t  obedience  on  pain  of  eternal  death  ;  and 
that  this  law,  by  which  all  mankind  Hand  guilty 
before  God,  is'efteemed  holy,  juft  and  good  : 
And  that  it  was  in  this  view  God  gave  his  Son 
to  die  in  our  Head  ;  to  be  made  a  curie  to  re¬ 
deem  us  from  its  curfe.  But  how  blind  mult  a 
man  he  to  the  wifdom  of  God  in  the  death  or 
his  Son.  to  whom  the  divine  law  appears  fo  far 
from  deferving  fuch  high  honour,  as  rather  to 
be  a  blemilh  in  the  divine  charafter,  that  ever 
God  made  it.  And  how  Blocked,  {tumbled  and 
confounded,  mull  fuch  a  man  be,  at  the  crols  of 
Chrift  :  unlefs  fome  cunning  way  can  be  con- 
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trived  to  delude  one’s  felf.  “  He  died  for 
me,”  fays  one,  “  even  for  me  in  particular  ; 
and  I  verily  believe  1  (hall  have  life  and  falva- 
tion  by  him.”  And  thus  all  difficulties  are  folv- 
cd  in  a  moment.  For  if  he  is  fafe,  he  cares 
not  how.  If  he  is  freed  from  the  curfe,  he  is 


content  the  law  ffiould  be  reputed  holy,  juft  and 
good.  Although  in  any  other  view,  he  cannot 
think  of  it,  without  hatred  and  heart-rifings. 
“  He  died  to  purchafe  an  abatement  of  the  law,” 
fays  another.  Not  confidering,  that  if  the  law 
was  before,  juft  what  it  ought  to  be,  holy,  juft 
and  good,  it  needed  no  abatement.  And  if' the 
law  was  not  fo  good  as  it  might  have  been,  the 
abfolute  perfection  of  the  divine  nature  would 
have  effectually  moved  the  Deity  to  bring  it  to 
be  perfectly  holy,  juft  and  good,  nor  was  any 
Mediator  needed  in  the  cafe.  «  But  furelv." 
fays  the  benighted  foul,  whom  the  god  of  this 
world  hath  blinded,  “  if  I  do  as  well  as  I  can,  I 
fhad  be  faved  :  For  it  cannot  be  juft  to  require 
of  me,  more  than  I  can  do,  and  then  damn  me  for 
not  doing.”  O  finner,  if  you  have  an  heart  to  do 
all  tn at  in  reafon  you  ought  to  do,  to  recommend 
you  to  the  divine  favour,  do  it,  and  you  fhall  live. 
But  then,  remember,  there  is  no  occafion,  that 
thrift  ftiouid  do  any  thing  for  vou.  "You  will 
have  done  enough  for  yourfelf.  '  And  fo  Chrift 
is  dead  in  vain,  and  Chriftianity  is  overthrown. 

£^But,”  fays  the  finner  ;  and  in  what  he  fays, 
he  oifcovers  how  blind  he  is,  how  far  from  fee¬ 
ing  tue  beauty  of  the  divine  nature  as  it  fliines 
in  the  law  and  Gofpel,  and  in  all  the  divine  dif- 
penfations  toward  mankind  from  the  beginning. 
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and  how  far  from  believing  with  all  his  heart, 
and  acquiefcing  with  all  his  foul  in  the  Gofpel 
way  of  falvation  through  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
how  loath  to  take  that' blame  to  himfelf,  which 
belongs  to  him,  and  how  ready  to  impute  iniq¬ 
uity  to  his  Maker.  t;  But,”  fays  the  finner,  if 
no  doings  of  mine  will  entitle  me  to  life  ;  if  the 
law  I  am  under,  requires  more  than  I  can  do, 
and  damns  me  for  the  leaft  failing  ;  then  I  am 
in  an  undone  hate,  in  fpite  of  my  utmoft  ef¬ 
forts.  And  where  is  the  juftice  of  this  ?  Or 
how  is  this  confident  with  the  goodnefs  of  the 
divine  nature  ?  For  God  to  bring  me  into  a 
hate  of  being  worfe  than  not  to  be,  and  then 
to  hold  himfelf  unobliged  to  grant  me  any  re¬ 
lief,  at  liberty  to  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will 
have  mercy  !  O  that  I  had  never. been  born  ! 
or  that  I  could  now  ceafe  to  be  !  O  why  has 
God  thus  dealt  with  me  ?  Did  1  fin  and  fall  in 
Adam  ?  Nay,  I  never  chofe  him  to  be  my  rep- 
refentati.ve.  Jt  was  he  that  eat  the  forbidden 
fruit,  and  not  I,  and  that  thoufands  of  years  be¬ 
fore  I  was  born.”*  So  that  it  appears  to  him, 
that  the  whole  of  the  divine  conduft  toward  him 
has  been  hard,  unjuft  and  injurious.  And  Sa¬ 
tan,  the  god  of  this  world,  delights  to  hold  him 
bound  down  under  this  blindnefs,  that  the  light 
of  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  Chrift  may  never  fhinc 
into  his  heart  ;  but  rather,  that  as  the  Ifraelites 
provoked  God  to  give  them  up  by  their  mur- 
rnu rings,  Num.  xiv.  fo  it  may  come  to  pafs  in 
this  cafe.  And  fo  he  become  more  and  more 

*  See  Mr.  Edwards,  on  Original  Sin}  for  the  folutkm  of  difficulties 
relative  to  that  do&ririe. 
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irritated  againft  the  divine  Majefty  ;  until  led 
by  Satan,  he  may  grow  bold  to  catch  hold  of 
fome  falfe  comfort,  or  to  deny  that  there  is  any 
fiich  God,  or  law,  or  Gofpel,  and  fo  get  eafe  • 
or  otherwife  fink  down  into  defpair,  and  an  ha¬ 
bitual  blafphemous  temper,  in  as  near  a  refem- 
blance  of  the  devil  as  he  can  bring  him  ;  who 
naturally  defires  that  all  intelligences  may  think 
as  ill  of  God  and  of  his  government,  as  he  him- 
felf  does.  Or  it  may  anfwer  Satan's  ends,  in 
fome  cafes,  perhaps  as  well,  if  he  can  lead  one 
to  believe,  that  God  has  altered  his  mind,  has 
judged  his  law  too  fevere,  has  given  it  up,  has 
appointed  his  Son  to  die,  and  by  his  death  to 
eitablifh  a  milder  confutation,  in  which  we  are 
not  obliged  cordially  to  approve  the  divine  law, 
with  application  to  ourfelves,  and  look  only 
to  free  grace  through  jefus  Chrift  ;  but  allowed 
to  look  upon  the  law  as  too  fevere,  and  upon 
i  e  Cr  o  foe  1  as  defigned  in  ouf  favour,  a  remedy 
againd  that  fe verity.  I  fay,  this  perhaps  mav’ 
anfwer  the  devil’s  ends  as  well  ;  for  on  this 
icheme,  Gods  original  and  only  law  is  given  up 
as  tyrannical  ;  and  the  gift  of  Chrift  to  die,  in- 
Head  of  doing  honour  to  the  law,  is  rather  an 
acknowledgement  that  we  had  been  hardly  dealt 
with,  and  defigned  to  make  us  amends,  and  do 
juftice.  So  God,  juft  as  the  devil  would 
have  it,  mu  ft  have  paffed  for  a  tyrant,  had  he 
not  given  up  his  law,  and  appointed  his  Son  to 
oic  for  us.  as  it  were  by  way  of  reftitution,  to 
make  us  amends  and  do  as  juftice.  This  is  the 
character  the  devil,  that  avowed  enemy  to  God, 
Ins  iaw  and  government,  would  be  glad  to  fiy 
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on  the  Almighty  ;  that  his  own  expulfion  out 
of  heaven,  for  breach  of  the  divine  law,  might 
be  univerfally  looked  upon,  as  a  cruel,  tyranni¬ 
cal  aa,  through  all  God’s  dominions  ;  and  it 
come  to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  God,  in 
his  cafe  alfo,  is  obliged  in  juftice  to  grant  fome 
relief.  Nor  can  any  thing  fuit  the  devil  better, 
than  to  lee  Chriftian  divines  grow  zealous  to 
prove,  that  his  punifhment,  confident  with  the  di¬ 
vine  perfeBions,  cannot  be  eternal.  Could  he 
bring  the  whole  fyftem  to  be  of  this  mind,  and 
had  he  power  fufficient  on  his  fide,  we  may  eafiiy 
guefs,  what  a  grand  revolution  he  would  foon 
make  in  the  empire  of  the  Great  Eternal.  He 
would  treat  God  the  Father,  as  the  Jews  treated 
God  the  Son,  and  from  the  fame  fpirit.  But 
the  throne  of  the  Almighty  is  eflablifhed  forev¬ 
er  and  ever.  God  reigns,  and  will  forever 
,  reign.  And  bleffed  be  his  glorious  name  forev¬ 
er.  And  let  all  that  love  him  fay,  Amen. 

It  is  plain  from  fcripture,  that  Satan,  who 
was  once  an  innocent  being,  and  in  a  Hate  of 
orobation,  and  under  a  law  which  threatened 
eternal  deftruClion  to  the  breaker  of  it,  and 
who  for  his  fin,  was  call,  out  of  heaven  and 
doomed  to  eternal  woes,  is  now  an  avowed  en¬ 


emy  to  God  and  his  government.  And  if  we 
view  him,  as  the  god  of  this  world,  at  the  head 
of  the  powers  of  darknefs,  ruling  in  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  difobedicnce,  his  attempts  to  dethrone 
God  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  let  up  himfelf  in 
his  (lead,  and  his  great  fuccefs,  may  be  feen  in 
the  univerlal  ignorance  or  God.  ano  wide  fpread 
of  idolatry  among  all  nations  of  the  earth,  through 
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a  long  fucceffion  of  ages.  Nor  could  the  thun¬ 
der  of  Mount  Sinai  prevent  Ifrael  from  making 
a  calf,  nor  all  God’s  mighty  works,  nor  the 
warnings  and  tears  of  his  prophets  keep  idols 
out  of  the  holy  land  ;  but  from  time  to  time, 
they  were  eager  to  adopt  the  gods  and  the  re-  * 
ligious  worftiip  of  the  heathen.  And  what  that 
was,  the  apoftle  tells  us.  1  Cor.  x.  20.  The  things 
which  the  Gentiles  facrijice ,  they  jacrijice  to  devils 
and  not  to  God . 

Such  was  his  enmity  againft  the  moft  high  ; 
and  his  hatred  of  the  divine  law  and  govern¬ 
ment  is  equally  manifeft,  in  all  the  methods  he 
takes  to  prejudice  mankind  againft  religion  in 
general  :  And  particularly,  in  all  the  methods 
he  takes  to  propagate  an  ill  idea  of  the  divine 
law  through  the  chriftian  world  ;  that,  thereby, . 
the  fpecial  defign  of  Chrift’s  death,  to  do  hon¬ 
our  to  it,  might  not  be  attended  to  ;  or  if  at¬ 
tended  to,  the  glory  of  the  defign  not  be  feem 

And  all  this  conduft  of  Satan  may  be  eafily  ac¬ 
counted  for.  For,  if  the  divine  law,  which  threat¬ 
ens  eternal  damnation  to  the  tranfgreffor,  is  holy, 
juft  and  good,  then  the  expulfion  of  Satan  out  of 
heaven  for  his  fin,  was  a  righteous  a£l.  If  all  man¬ 
kind,  like  Ifrae!  of  old,  who,  when  the  curfe  of 
the  law  was  twelve  times  pronounced,  twelve 
times  anfwered,  Amen  ;  I  fay,  if  all  mankind 
fhould  unite  in  a  difpofkion  underftandingly  to 
pronounce  the  divine  law  holy,  juft  and  good, 
they  would  therein  virtually,  as  with  one  voice, 
declare  for  God,  and  againft  Satan.  And  the 
juftice  of  his  punilhment,  being  thus  univerfal- 
ly  acknowledged  in  this  world,  where  he  claims. 
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to  be  a  God,  would  ungod  him,  and  turn  him 
into  a  devil,  and  put  him  to  the  utmoft  confu- 
fion.  And  would  above  all  things  tend  to  de- 
ftroy  his  influence,  and  bring  his  kingdom  to 
ruin  ;  and  open  a  way  for  the  glorv,  the  tranf- 
cendent  glory  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  to 
be  feen  among  mankind.  The  confequences 
of  which  would  be  dreadful  to  the  caufe  of  Sa- 
tan  in  the  world. 

For,  only  think  a  moment,  what  the  confe¬ 
quences  muft  be.  If  the  law  is  holy,  juft  and 
good,  glorious  and  amiable,  worthy  to  be  mag¬ 
nified  and  made  honourable,  the  devil  is  juftly 
damned.  It  was  a  glorious  and  praife-wortby 
a&  in  the  Almighty,  a  beauty  in  his  character, 
for  which  he  deferves  to  be  forever  loved  and 
adored  through  his  dominions,  to  doom  him 
and  his  adherents  to  eternal  woe.  A  fallen  fin- 
ful  world  too,  are  juftly  doomed  to  death.  It 
was  a  godlike,  glorious  deed.  An  atonement 
of  infinite  value,  to  do  honour  to  the  law,  and 
fet  fin  in  all  its  horrors,  was  needed  ;  that  God 
might  fit  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  and  yet  he 
juft.  God’s  giving  his  Son  to  die,  was  a  molt 
glorious  difplay  of  all  the  divine  perfections. 
Chrift  crucified,  is  the  wifdom  of  God  and  the 
power  of  God.  -  Satan  is  a  liar.  All  thofe  ili 
thoughts  of  God  and  of  his  ways,  which  our 
wicked  hearts  are  naturallv  inclined  to  fusmeft, 
'and  which  Satan  loves  to  foment,  are  fade  and 
blafphemous  ;  and  the  holy  feriptures  are  infal¬ 
libly  the  word  of  God  ;  and  it  is  our  duty  and 
higheft  intereft  to  repent  and  turn  to  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  And  if  this  fhould  be- 
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come  the  general  fentiment,  Satan  would  foon 
have  no  fubjefts  left.  The  holy  fcriptures,  I 
fay,  are  infallibly  the  word  of  God,  once  grant 
the  law  to  be  holy,  juft  and  good. 

No  book,  but  the  Bible,  fets  God  fo  high, 
brands  fin  with  fuch  eternal  infamy,  and  fo  ef~ 
fetlually  fecures  the  divine  authority.  And 
pray,  who  was  the  author  of  this  book  ?  Not 
Satan,  I  dare  fay,  whofe  character  ftands  con- 
demned  throughout,  and  who  hates  the  whole 
genius  and  fpirit  of  it  with  all  his  heart.  Not 
wicked  men,  who  cannot  bear  with  it,  although 
proved  to  be  divine  by  mighty  works  and 
figns  and  wonders.  Not  good  angels  nor 
good  men,  who  could  have  no  motive  thus  to 
impofe  their  own  fayings  on  mankind,  as  a  rev¬ 
elation  from  heaven.  No  being  in  the  univerfe 
could  be  the  author  of  the  Bible  but  God  him- 
felf  ;  that  very  law,  which  tempts  a  blind, 
wicked  world  to  infidelity,  is  a  full  proof,  that 
God,  and  none  but  God,  could  be  its  author. 

And  how  void  of  any  real  weight  ;  yea,  how 
impious,  to  holy  beings  above,  in  whofe  eves 
the  divine  character  is  without  a  blemifh,  per¬ 
fect  in  beauty,  mult  our  grand  objection  to  the 
divine  law  appear  P  u  /  have  no  heart  to  love 
the  Lord ,  and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  re¬ 
quired  of  me.”  Which,  if  we  would  be  honeft, 
is  the  only  objedlion  againft  the  divine  law,  we 
have  to  make  in  this  apoftate  .world  :  Unlefs 
we  will  impioufly  fay,  “  that  he  is  not  infinitely 
amiable  in  himfelf,  i.  e.  is  not  an  abfolutely  per¬ 
fect  being,  i.  e.  is  not  God.  And  fo  does  not 
deferve  fuch  fupreme  refpeft;  at  our  hands.” 
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For,  it  is  contrary  to  common  fenfe,  to  fay,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  love  a  perfeftly  amiable  charac¬ 
ter,  which  perfeQly  fuits  our  hearts.  And  it  is 
a  dictate  of  common  fenfe,  that  the  more  amia¬ 
ble  a  being  is,  the  greater  is  our  obligation  to 
love  him,  and  the  greater  our  blame,  if  we  do 
not.  And  fo,  if  God  is  infinitely  lovely,  our 
obligation,  and  confequently  our  blame,  muff; 
be  infinitely  great.  And  fo  the  penalty  of  the 
law  is  exaCtly  what  it  ought  to  be. 

45  But  we  have  loft  our  power  to  love  God 
by  the  fall,  and  it  is  a  dictate  of  common  fenfe, 
that  it  is  not  juft  to  require  more  of  us  than  we 
can  do.”  Pray  what  power  have  we  loft  ? 
Wicked  men  have  no  heart  to  love  God,  I 
grant.  This  is  that,  in  which  their  wickednefs 
confifts  ;  they  would  not  be  wicked  men,  were  it 
not  for  this.  But  had  they  an  heart  to  love 
him,  it  would  be  an  eafy,  fweet,  delightful  thing. 
We  never  complain  of  want  of  power  to  love 
the  world.  It  is  eafy  to  love  the  world.  And 
why  ?  Becaufe  the  world  is  really  more  lovely  than 
God  ?  No,  rather  becaufe  we  have  an  heart  to 
love  the  world,  but  no  heart  to  love  God.  The 
world  fuits  our  hearts,  but  God  does  not.  Now, 
can  our  having  no  heart  to  love  God,  free  us 
from  our  obligation,  or  lefien  our  blame  ?  I 
appeal  to  common  fenfe.  Am  I  a  father  ;  I 
expeft  my  child  will  love,  honour  and  obey 
me.  Am  I  a  matter  ;  I  expeft  to  be  regarded 
as  fuch.  Should  my  child,  fhould  my  fervant, 
plead  and  fay,  u  I  have  no  heart,”  I  fhould 
judge  him  to  blame  and  worthy  of  punifhment 
for  that  very  thing.  Mai,  i,  6.  A  Jon  honour eth 
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his  father  1  and  a  fervant  his  majler  ;  if  I  then 
be  a  father^  where  is  mine  honour  ?  And  if  I  be 
a  majler ,  where  is  my  jear  ?  faith  the  Lord  of 
Hofs .  Or  fhall  we  fay,  The  zvorfe  men  grow , 
the  lefs  to  blame  they  be.  A  maxim,  the  devil 
himfelf,  cannot  but  know  to  be  falfe,  how  glad 
foever  he  might  be,  for  the  fake  of  his  own 
charafter,  to  have  it  pafs  for  true.  Befides, 
this  is  the  fcripture  account  of  the  matter.  For, 
When  God  of  old,  required  the  Ifraelites  to 
love  him  with  all  their  hearts,  and  ferve  him 
with  all  their  fouls  ;  and  they  appeared  fo  for¬ 
ward  to  engage  it  ;  God,  who  fully  knew  what 
they  were,  and  the  only  difficulty  there  was  in 
the  way  of  their  yielding  an  entire  obedience 
to  his  law,  breaks  out  in  this  very  expreffive 
language,  Deut.  v.  28,  29,  I  have  heard  the 
voice  of  the  words  of  this  people ,  which  they  have 
fpoken'  unto  thee:  They  have  well  faid  all  that 
they  have  fpoken  :  0  that  there  zvere  fuch  an 
heart  in  them.  As  if  he  had  faid,  «  Then  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  :  And  their  promifes 
might  be  traded.”  But  as  the  Pfalmift  declares, 
ifial.  Ixxviii.  37,  Their  heart  was  not  right  with 
him  :  Neither  were  they  feadfajl  in  his  covenant . 
And  again,  Pfal.  lxxxi.  n,  12,  My  people  would 
not  hearken  to  my  voice  ;  and  Ifrael  would  none 
oj  me  :  So  I  gave  them  up.  In  a  word, 

The  fault  is  in  our  hearts,  or  the  divine  char- 
after  ;  for  it  can  be  no  where  elfe.  To  fay,  the 
fault  is  not  in  us.  is  to  fay,  that  it  is  in  God. 
To  fay,  that  our  blindnefs  to  the  divine  glory 
is  not  criminal,  is  to  fay,  that  there  is  no  glo¬ 
ry  in  the  divine  nature.,  And  whatever  we 
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plead  for  our  juftification,  is  implicitly  to  God’s 
condemnation.  For  it  is  a  plain  cafe,  that  the 
Jews  could  allege  nothing  to  juftify  their  clif- 
relilh  to  the  character  of  jefus  Chrift,  but  what 
would  be  of  the  nature  of  a  refledion  upon 
that  charaQer.  For  if  his  chara&er  was  good 
and  amiable,  they  were  to*  blame  in  not  being 
firuck  with  its  beauty. 

To  fay,  that  we  are  dead  in  Jin ,  by  way  of 
excufe  ;  is  to  fay,  that  fin  is  not  fin.  For  if  fin 
is  fin  ;  then  to  be  dead  in  fin,  is  the  greater  fin. 
That  is,  to  be  wholly  under  the  power  of  fin,  is 
more  criminal  than  to  be  but  partly  under  its 
power.  Otherwife,  fin  is  no  more  lin.  For  if 
the  more  finful  we  be,  the  Ids  to  blame  we  are, 
then  fin  is  no  more  fin.  It  has. changed  its  na¬ 
ture,  and  become  an  innocent  thing. 

Let  the  matter  be  ftriflly  examined,  and  it 
will  be  found,  that  fpiritual  biindnefs,  which  has 
been  thought  rather  a  calamity  than  a  vice,  is 
really  as  much  of  a  criminal  nature,  as  any  kind 
of  fin  we  can  think  of.  It  contains  in  it,  all 
kinds  of  wickednefs  in  embryo.  It  is  itfelf,  an 
averfion  to  all  good.  Its  feat  is  in  the  heart. 
It  is  not  owing  to  the  fmallnefs  of  our  natural 
capacities  ;  for  Satan,  who  is  a  being  of  great 
abilities,  and  of  a  fine  genius,  is  as  blind  to  the 
beauty  of  divine  things,  as  the  mod  llupid  {in¬ 
ner  in  the  world.  It  is  not  owing  to  the  want 
of  external  inflruflion  ;  for  judas  had  as  much 
of  that,  as  Peter.  It  is  not  owing  to  the  terrors 
of  the  law  and  the  fears  of  hell,  and  doubting 
of  the  love  of  God  ;  for  the  pharifees,  who  were 
in  full  expectation  of  eternal  glory,  were  but 
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the  blinder  for  it.  No  :  Rather  it  is  the  very 

beTutv  of"^?  i  ate  CreatUrc’ to  be  bhnd  to  the 
beauty  of  the  dtvtne  nature.  It  is  the  beein 

nmg  of  our  dilafFeaion  to  God,  and  it  increffes 

as  out  difafFefhon  mcreafes.  It  is  the  darknefs 

]  ■  hi  Pj1T}Cr  °  darknefs,  of  the  fame  nature  with 

if  darknefs\  ‘  r!'  g‘ves  the  P^nce 

daiknels  his  chief  power  over  us,  to  mike 

US  ,h,„k  and  feel  and  aft  as  he  would  have  u, 

,  •  ls  ,that’  '!h'ch  confhtutes  us  members  of  the 

Xtdmo?frfarkrrS’  “d  PKP"«  “  Vo/unt 

n  y  and  of  free  choice,  to  walk  according  to  the 
<he  oo„°f  ,h?  r'd’  aCC°rdi"«  “>  *=  Prince  of 

can  be  ^  d  T,"  “’“'“fefta.ion  ffif 

we  fte  not.  ’f  ™  8'ory.  Having  eye" 

•  i  3  having  cars,  wc  henr  not 

neither  do  we  underhand  :  Although  the  <tI  ’ 

in  she  vic^  t 

tvhole  earth  is  Jull  of  his  glory.  5 

.  T°  %>  that  fpiritual  blindnefs  is  no  r  ' 

is,  in  effea,  to  affirm,  that  there  is  no  beau't Tin 
the  o.vme  nature.  Which  to  affert,  «  fub ye" 

f  ‘ 01  ab  reil§‘on,  natural  and  revealed. 

crirn»  b^uTo  that  fpiritual  blindnefs  is  a 
,  Is  to  own  ^  to  be  a  breach  of  that  i 
whicn  requires  us  to  love  God  with  ill  o  T  a"r’ 

on  pain  of  eternal  woe.  It  is  thLeforeVr^ 

fort0wHchatlCnm?  lnfi,nitely  bfame- worthy,  and 

due  r'S'e^y  a  o?r  f  T  V-% 

this,  beyond  all  do  hr  ;  ,1  ls  flIch-  And 

-  )  -all  doubt,  is  the  very  truth  of  the  cafe. 
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But  if  fpiritual  blindnefs  be  thus  criminal,  no 
mercy  can  be  expefted  from  God,  in  the  cale, 
on  the  foot  of  the  law.  So  far  from  it,  that  if 
he  deals  with  us,  merely  according  to  ftrift  juf- 
tice,  and  renders  to  us  according  to  our  defert, 
he  mull  punifh  us  with  eternal  damnation  for  it. 
So  far,  fo  very  far,  is  God  from  being  obliged 
to  grant  us  the  enlightening  influences  of  his 
Holy  Spirit.  As  the  gift  of  his  Son,  to  be  a  Re¬ 
deemer,  was  an  act  of  the  freelt  grace,  to  a  re¬ 
volted  guilty  world  ;  fo  the  gift  of  his  Spirit,  to 
be  an  enlightener,  is  an  acl  of  grace  equally  free. 
He  paffed  by  the  finning  angels,  and  did  not 
give  his  Son  to  die  for  them  ;  and  he  is  at  lib¬ 
erty  among  the  ions  of  men,  to  pais  by  whom 
he  pleafes,  as  to  the  gift  of  his  Spirit.  And  in 
this  affair,  he  adtuaily  doth  have  mercy ,  on  whom, 
he  will  have  mercy.  The  eleB  obtain,  and  the 
reft  are  blinded.  And  his  conduct  is  plainly 
vindicable,  once  granting,  that  our  blindnefs  is 
our  fin  ;  and  that  God  might  juflly  have  held 
all  mankind  bound  by  law,  and  never  provided 
relief  of  any  kind.  And  if  we  affirm,  that  God 
could  not  juflly  have  held  all  mankind  bound 
by  law,  but  was  obliged  to  provide  relief,  the 
whole  Gofpel,  which  claims  to  be  of  mere  grace, 
is  overthrown.  We  mull,  then,  own  the  law'  to 
be  g®od,  and  our  blindnefs  to  be  our  crime,  and 
God  at  liberty  to  relieve  us  or  not,  according 
to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  or  turn  infidels. 
Or,  which  is  as  bad,  be  inconfiftent,  and  fo  felf- 
condemned,  as  hereticks,  alter  two  admonitions, 
were  wont  to  be,  in  the  apohohek  age. 
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SECTION  XI. 

-  ) 

ltie  Mature  of  Divine  Illumination. 

A  s  the  Gofpcl  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft  ; 
,  .  and.as  aio  who  believe  not,  are  Mind  to  its 

glories;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  all  true  faints 

yr  f  ft  °ry-  f he.  hSht  of  the  glorious  Gofpcl  of 

totiei  T,  v°u  °f  God,  Junes  ul 

•if  r  i  ■  r°nt  °f the  knowledge  of  the  glory 

LA  mJ  /t7rl  JtS  ^Mnes  hAci 

the  L°rd,tkcv 

,  angfd,  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to 
glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Thus  the 
matter  is  expreffed  in  the  unerring  oracTes  of 

A1?,  17 is  4*r  f«»  ?  How  i 
it  leen  ?  What  is  the  nature  of  the  fight  ?  An* 

why  is  ,t  represented  to  be  peculiar  to  the  fayed  ? 

erate  ml6121"  °°eS  l£  -dlffer  from  wljat  unregen-- 
ci3.te  men  may  experience  ?  ^ 

,  §‘cry  ^cerj,3  is  divine  glory  It  fc 

charaaer' l  “7  a!niabl,:ncfi  of  God’s  moral 

*>  *4  TfZLf 

Tf-IS  l,im  the 

tT  exprlt ca,,s  X  71  w 

Ana  again,  The  glory  of  Go d  ft  ;l  A, 

17  7  7^  of^'ivintnall  c  f  1 

|;OI>  -as  PeIcuJ,iar  to  God,  as  his  own  divinity  if 

M?  77,  ri8hr?  of  very  t Ty 
,°  thatJ  he  Who  hath  feen  this  <dorv  hath 
“  the  language  of  rcripturC;  Jm  ^ 
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v.  8.  And  known  God .  ]oh.  xvii.  3. 1  Joh.  ii.  4, 
And  confeqaently  is  able  to  diftinguifh  between, 
the  true  God,  and  all  other  beings,  real  or  im¬ 
aginary  :  As  he,  who  hath  feen  the  natural  fun, 
can  diftinguifh  it  from  a  glow-worm.  In  refer¬ 
ence  to  this,  therefore,  all  true  faints  are  fpoken 
of  in  fcripture,  as  having  an  unction  from  the 
Holy  One ,  whereby  they  know  all  things.  1  Joh* 
ii.  20.  Becaufe  he  who  rightly  fees  God,  as  he 
has  manifefted  himfelf  in  the  Gofpel,  does  vir¬ 
tually  know  the  whole  of  Ghriftianity  ;  yea,  the 
whole  of  divine  revelation.  And,  therefore,  it  is 
added  by  the  Apoftle,  ver.  27,  And  ye  need  not 
that  any  man  teach  you ,  but  the  fame  anointing 
teacheth  you  all  things ,  and  is  truth ,  and  is  no 
lie.  And,  on  this  account,  it  is  reprefented, 
as  impoffible,  that  fuch  fhould  be  feduced  by 
the  moft  artful  hereticks,  to  imbibe  that  falfe 
idea  of  God,  which  is  the  fpirit,  life  and  foul 
of  all  their  falfe  fchemes  of  religion,  b or,  as 
this  anointing  hath  taught  you,  ye  (hall  abide 
in  him.  And  therefore  it  is  reprefented,  as  be¬ 
ing  impojfible ,  the  cleft  Jhould  be  deceived .  Matt, 
xxiv.  24.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  declaim 
ed,  that  all  that  dwell  upon  the  earth  Jhall woi  ~ 
flip  the  leaf*)  wkoje  names  are  not  written  in  the 
Lamb's  book  of  life.  Rev.  xiii.  8.  Thus  the  glo¬ 
ry  feen  is  the  brightnefs,  beauty,  amiablenefs  of 
God's  true  and  real  character,  as  exhibited  to 
view  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift,#  But, 


*  What  that  charafter  of  God  is,  which  is  exhibited  to  view  on  the 
crofs  of  Chtiff,  and  what  is  implied  in  its  being  glorious,  has  been  al¬ 
ready  fhewn.  God  our  creator  was  in  himfelf,  infinitely  worthy  of  oui 
fapreme  love  ;  and  fo  his  law,  which  required  this  on  pain  of  eternal 
death,  was  a  glorious  law  ;  and  fo  it  was  a  glorious  thing  m  God .to 
pive  his  Son  to  die  to  do  it  honour,  to  declare  his  right eoufnef*  that  -  * 
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II.  How  is  this  glory  feen  ?  This  fight  of 
the  glory  of  God  is  no  abftraCt  metaphyfical 
idea,  hatched  in  the  fancy  of  philofophick,  fpec- 
ulative  men  :  Far  from  it.  Not  many  wife  men9 
not  many  learned ,  fays  the  apofile,  but  the  foolijh 
things  of  this  world ,  hath  he  called .  Nor  is  it 
any  thing  irrational  and  vifionary,  the  fruit  of 
the  teeming  imagination  of  melancholy  fouls. 
No,  it  is  perfeflly  rational,  and  divinely  noble* 
It  is  not  feen  by  the  eyes  of  the  body,  nor  is 
it  feen  by  the  imagination,  nor  is  it  feen  by  the 
force  of  a  penetrating  genius.  Flefh  and  blood 
hath  not  revealed  it  unto  theefut  my  Father  which 
is  in  heaven .  It  is  often  hid  from  the  wife  and 
prudent^  and  revealed  to  babes .  A  poor  illiter¬ 
ate  fifherman,  divinely  enlightened,  might  fee 
it,-  with  as  much  eafe,  as  he  could  behold  the 
glory  of  the  fun,  fhining  in  its  ftrength.  All 
true  faints,  in  the  apoftolick  age,  faw  this  divine 
glory,  how  mean  foever  their  birth,  how  low 
foever  their  genius,  as  St.  Paul  affirms.  We  all 
zvith  open  face ,  beholding,  as  in  a  glafs:  the  glory 
of  the  Lord.- 

But  how  did  they  fee  it  ?  Pray,  tell  me,  how 
is-  the  beauty  of  any  character  feen  among  men  ? 
Univ-erfal  experience  teaches  us,  that  charaQers 
appear  agreeable,  or  clifagreeable,  juft  as  they 
mit  our  taile,  or  not.  To  an  angel,  who  lias  a 

might  bcjujl ,  anpyefyvjljfa  him  that  belkveth  in  Jefus,  And',’  therefore,  to 
bte  the  glory  or  God  in  the  face  ot  Chrift,  implies  a  fight  of  the  glory, 
or  God  as-  creator  and  lawgiver,  and  ol  tire  glory  of  his  law  :  For 
Chrift  on  the  crofs  dying  to  do  honour  to  the  law  is  glorious,  only  on 
i&ppouLron  the  Jaw  was  a  glorious  law,  and  worthy  of  this  honour 
As  has  been  already  proved.  Thefethings  ai  e  hinted  now,  that  they  may¬ 
be  kept  cnnftantly  in  1  he  reader’s  view.  Bceaufe  there  are  fa  Ho  Ch  rifts 
and  Ulio  GoCpclSj  and  falfe  glqries,  with  which  multitudes  arc  deluded; 
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tafte  for  holy  beauty,  God’s  moral  charafter  ap¬ 
pears  infinitely  amiable ;  but,  to  the  devil,  who 
is  a  being  of  a  contrary  tafte,  Gods  moral  char- 
after  appears  juft  the  reverfe.  To  the  phari- 
fees,  no  charafcter  more  odious,  than  that  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  Martha,  Ma¬ 
ry  and  Lazarus,  were  charmed  with  this  man. 
To  the  Jewifh  nation,  in  general,  who  groaned 
under  the  Roman  yoke,  and  longed  for  a  Mef- 
fiah  to  fet  them  at  liberty,  to  make  them  vifto- 
rious,  rich  and  honourable  ;  a  Meffiah  in  the 
charafter  of  a  temporal  prince,  even  fuch  an 
one  as  they  expefted,  would  have  fuited  their 
hearts  to  perfection,  and  fo  have  naturally  ap¬ 
peared  a  glorious  Meffiah.  And  the  news  of  his 
coming,  of  his  victories,  and  of  his  rifing,  fprcad- 
ing  kingdom,  would  have  been  glorious  news. 
Such  a  gofpel  would  have  been  received  among 
them  as  a  glorious  gofpel  ;  there  would  have 
been  no  veil  on  their  hearts;  none  would  have 
been  blind  to  its  beauties  ;  nor  would  its  glo¬ 
ries  have  been  hid  from  any  :  Rut  rather,  the 
carnal  Jews  in  a  body,  beholding  in  this  Meffi¬ 
ah  the  greateft  worldly  glory,  would  have  been 
changed  into  the  fame  image,  had  every  anfwer- 
ablc  affeftion  excited  in  their  hearts.  Had  he 
thus  come  to  his  own,  his  own  would  have  recei  v- 
edhim  with  all  their  hearts,  joyfully  inlifted  under 
his  banner,  and  followed  him  to  battles,  to  vic¬ 
tories,  to  univerfal  empire,  the  very  thing  their 
hearts  defired.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  a  Meffiah 
of  fuch  a  charafter  as  this  would  have  charmed 
them,  the  charafter  of  jefus  of  Nazareth  (hock¬ 
ed  them  to  the  laft  degree.  We  preach  Chrifl 


Seft.  XI.  .  Divine  Illumination,  %4f' 

crucified ,  to  the  Jews  a  fiumbling  block ,  and  to 
the  Greeks  fiooli/hnefis  ;  but  to  them  that  'are  called, 
Chrifi  the  power  oj  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God, 
Thus  differently,  to  perfons  of  different  taftes, 
did  the  fame  character  appear,  for  the  carnal 
mind  favours  earthly  things,  but  the  fpi ritual 
mind,  the  things  which  be  of  God.  For  that 
which  is  born  of  the  fiefh,  is  flejh ,  and  that  which 
ts  born  oj  the  Spirit ,  is  [pint.  In  regeneration, 
there  is  a  new,  divine,  holy  tafte  and  reiifh,  be¬ 
gotten  in  the  heart,  by  the  immediate  influences 
of  (he  Spirit  of  God.  And  thus  God  opens  cur 
eyes  ;  and  thus  God  /nines  in  our  hearts ,  to  give 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  face  of  Jefus  Chrifi.  Or,  as  the  fame  thin" 
is  expreffed  in  different  language,  thus  God 
gives  them  an  heart  to  know  the  Lord  ;  and  thus 
he  circumcifes  their  hearts  to  love  the  Lord  ;  aives 

ttiem  eyes  to  fee,  and  ears  to  hear,  and  an  'heart 
to  under Jtand.  For, 

Spiritual  blindnefs  is  not  owing  to  the  want 
,  a  penetrating  genius,  or  to'  want  of  dodtrinal 
Knowledge  ;  for  the  devil  hath  both  theff  to  a 
great  degree,  but  ftill  is  as  blind  to  the  beauty 
ol  the  divine  nature,  as  the  moff  ignorant  Hot- 
tentot  in  Africa.  For  the  moral  charahler  of 
the  Deity,  is,  above  all  things  in  the  univerfe 
contrary  to  the  habitual  temper  of  his  heart. 
Hut  that  cannot  appear  lovely  to  us.  which  ev¬ 
ery  bias  of  our  hearts  inclines  us  to  hate.  But 
heaven  has  declared,  that  the  carnal  mind  is  en- 

linn  ffu!^  G°d’  rtnd  the  fame  divine  revela- 
ion,  ha  n,  m  perfeft  confiftence,  as  exprefsly 

declared,  that  the  natural  man  rcceiveth  net  the 
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things  of  the  fpirit  of  God ,  for  they  are  fooliflinefs 
unto  him  :  Neither  can  he  know  them ,  becayfe 
they  are  fpiritually  difcerned.  But,  in  order  to 
difcern  fpiritually,  the  man  himfelf  mu  ft  become 
fpiritual.  That  is,  be  born  of  the  Spirit;  for 
that  which  is  born  of  the  flefh* y  is  jlefh ,  and  that 
which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  fpirit.  And  if  Nic- 
odemus  faid,  How  can  thefe  things  be  ?  Yet  that 
was  fo  far  from  a  folid  objection  againft  the 
truth,  that  it  was  rather  an  illuftration  of  it* 
That  the  idea  of  a  natural  beauty  fuppofes  an 
interna!  fenfe,  implanted  by  our  Creator,  by 
which  the  mind  is  capacitated  to  difcern  fuch 
kind  of  beauty,  is  clearlv  illuftrated  and  proved,, 
by  a  late  ingenious  philofopher.*  And  that  the 
idea  of  fpiritual  beauty  fuppofes  an  internal 
fpiritual  fenfe,  communicated  to  the  loul  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  in  the  work  of  the  new  creation,  is 
alfo  as  clearly  illuftrated  and  proved,  by  a  late  di¬ 
vine,  whofe  praife  is  in  ail  the  churches. t  It  is 
needlefs,  therefore,  at  prefent,  to  enter  farther 


into  this  fubjeft. 

III.  As  to  the  Ipecial  nature  of  this  kind  of 
knowledge,  which  the  apoltle  calls  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God ,  it  is  different  from  eve¬ 
ry  fpecies  of  knowledge  in  the  univerfe,  not- 
oiily1,  as  it  is  in  a  peculiar  fenfe,  of  divine 
original  ;  but  alfo.  as  it  is  in  itfelf,  of  a  civino 
and  holy  nature.  To  fee  the  holy  beauty  of 
God’s  moral  cha rafter,  to  fee  the  beauty  of  ho- 
linefs,  to  have  holinefs  appear  beautiful  and 
feem  lovely  to  the  foul,  is  of  the  fame  nature  ar 


*  Mr.  Uutchmfon,  on  Beauty  end  Virtue. 
+  Mr.  Edwards,  on  faitgious  AjfeEUotis. 
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to  love  holinefs ;  but  to  love  holinefs,  is  holi- 
nefs  itfelf.  Among  the  peculiar  people  of  God* 
of  old,  they  had  an  holy  anointing  oil ,  with 
which  they  anointed,  and  by  which  they  fanQi- 
fied  their  tabernacle,  altar,  priefts,  &c.  Exod* 
xl.  This  was  the  type  ;  the  antitype  of  which 
the  apoftle  thus  expreffes,  in  the  forecited  text, 
as  that  which  is  common  to  all  true  faints,  who 
are  fpiritual  priefts,  confecrated  to  offer  up  fpir- 
itual  facrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jefus 
Chrift.  1  Joh.  ii.  20.  Ye  have  an  unttion  from 
the  Holy  One ,  and  ye  know  all  things .  Ver.  27. 
The  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things .  And 
perhaps  the  fame  thing  is  referred  to,  in  Rev. 
iii.  18.  Anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye  falve ,  that  thou 
mayef  fee .  It  is  an  unftion  from  the  Holy  One, 
an  holy  anointings  an  holy  calling .  In  the  fame 
degree  that  God  appears  lovely  to  the  foul,  in 
the  fame  degree,  is  he  aftually  loved.  The  ex~ 
ercife  of  love,  is  always  in  proportion  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  our  fenfe  of  the  divine  beauty.  For, 
beholding  the  glory  of  the  Lords  toe  are  changed 
into  the  fame  image .  The  affeflions  excited, 
are  anfwerable  to  the  views  *  A  fenfe  of  the 

*  And,  by  the  way,  this  may  fhew  the  difference  between  a  rational 
convi&ion,  that  God  is  lovely,  and  a  fenfe  of  his  lovelinefs.  A  man 
may  from  rational  arguments,  be  convinced  in  his  confciencc,  that  God 
u  lovely  ;  and  yet  have  no  fenfe  of  his  lovelinefs  in  his  heart,  nor  any 
love  to  him.  Satan  knew  in  his  confciencc,  that  the  holy  charaGer 
which  God  gave  of  Job,  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earth ,  a  perfett  and 
an  upright  man,  was  an  amiable  cnarafler  ;  but  this  character  was  fo  far 
from  exciting  love,  that  it  excited  envy  and  hatred  in  his  heart.  He 
wifhed  to  be  able  to  prove  Job  an  hypocrite,  i .  e.  that  all  his  love  to 
God,  arofe  merely  from  felf-love.  Doth  Job  fear  God  for  nought  ?  So  a 
wicked  man  may  be  convinced  in  his  conference,  that  God  is  an  amia¬ 
ble  being  ;  and  yet  be  fo  wicked,  as  that  he  cannot  bear  to  think,  that 
any  lain;  on  earth  loves  God  for  his  own  lovelinefs.  And  the  reafan 
may  be  learnt  from  i  Joh,  iii. 


25®  27ic  Nature  of  ScQ.  XI. 

divine  lovelinefs,  if  we  may  fo  fpeak,  is  love  in 
embryo  :  Efteem  of,  delight  and  complacence 
in  the  moral  charaQer  of  the  Deity,  is  love  in 
internal  exercife  ;  a  life  devoted  to  his  fervice, 
to  advance  his  honour  and  intereft  in  the  world, 
is  love  operating  in  good  works.  And  then  are 
ye  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatfoever  I  command 
.  you'  each  of  thefe,  are  plainly  of  the  fame 

nature,  holy  and  divine.  And  each  are  equal¬ 
ly  enjoined  as  matter  of  duty,  in  that  firll'and 
great  command,  Thou  fhalt  live  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart .  Therefore,  we  are  by  God 
himiclf,  thus  called  upon,  Circumcife  yourj, 'elves  to 
j  e  Tor d,  and  take  away  the  forefkms  of  your 
leam.  Jer.  iv.  p.  And  again,  Make  you  a  new 
heart,  and  a  new  fpirit.  Ezek.  xviii.  31. 

For,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  whom  the  Gofpel 
comes,  to  look  upon  it  as  a  glorious  Gofpel,  and 
to  have  their  hearts  charmed  with  its  beautv. 
1  o  oc  blind  to  its  glory,  is  criminal,  as  was  be- 
roK.  fhewn  ;  and  to  fee  its  glory,  is,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  a  duty.  And,  therefore,  all  who  are 
blind  to  the  glory  of  the  Gofpel,  and  fo  clifbe- 
lieve  and  rejett  it,  are  exprefsly  threatened  with 
eternal  damnation.  But  fuch  an  infinite  punifh- 
ment,  fuppofes  the  crime  to  be  infinitely  great. 

J  he  infinite  greatnefs  of  the  crime,  fuppofes  we 
are  under  infinite  obligations  to  the  contrary. 
That  is,  under  infinite  obligations  to  look  upon 
the  Gofpel  as  glorious,  and  cordially  believe 
and  embrace  it.  And  indeed,  its  own  intrinfick 
infinite  beauty  lays  us  under  infinite  obligations  j 
and  not  to  efteem  what  is  fo  infinitely  worthy 
of  our  efteem,  mult  be  infinitely  criminal. 
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To  fay,  that  it  is  not  our  duty  to  look  upon 
the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  as  a  glorious  Gofpel  ;  that 
is,  to  look  upon  the  divine  perfections  therein 
fo  clearly  manifefted,  as  glorious ;  is  to  fay,  that 
we  are  not  obliged  to  look  upon  God  himfelf, 
as  a  glorious  being,  when  fet  in  the  cleared 
light  before  our  minds.  Which  is,  in  effect,  to 
fay,  that  it  is  not  our  duty  to  love  God*  Which 
is  to  give  up  natural  and  revealed  religion  both 
at  once  ;  and  to  pronounce  the  dcepeft  de¬ 
pravity  perfedily  innocent. 

Had  mankind,  to  whom  the  Gofpel  comes,  a 
genuine  reiifh  for  holy  beauty,  a  tafte  for  the 
beauty  of  Gods  true  character,  they  would  nat¬ 
urally  difcern  the  glory  of  the  glorious  Gofpel 
of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God.  If  they 
knew  God  the  Father,  they  could  not  fail  to 
know  his  Son.  Had  mankind  as  high  a  relifh 
for  divine  glory,  as  they  have  for  the  glory  of 
tins  world  ;  the  glory  of  the  Gofpel  would 
Lime  the  mind  as  naturally,  as  the  glory  of  an 
earthly  kingdom  now  does. 

Had  the  Jews,  for  inftance,  had  as  high  a 
tafte  for  a  fpiritual  Meffiah,  as  they  had  for  a 
temporal  one,  Chrift  crucified,  would  as  natural- 
^  have' appeared  glorious,  as  their  expected 
Memah,  a  temporal  prince,  was  wont  to  do.  in 
them  fond  imaginations.  We  have  no  inability 
to  know  and  love  God  and  Jefus  Chrift,  but 
wnat  is  altogether  of  a  criminal  nature.  And, 
t  hue  foie,  our  Saviours  conduct  may  be  vindi¬ 
cate  o,  in  pronouncing  fuch  a  heavy  woe  on' the 
inhabitants  of  Chorazin,  Bethfaida  and  Caperna*. 
um,  becaufe  they  repented  not.  For,  if  the 
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fault  is  wholly  in  us,  it  is  no  doubt  increafed, 
as  our  external  advantages  are  increafed.  But, 
IV.  Why  is  this  kind  of  knowledge,  of  which 
we  are  fpeaking,  conftantly  reprefented  in  fcrip~ 
ture,  as  peculiar  to  the  faved ,  1  Cor.  i.  18,  to  the 
called ,  ver.  24,  to  the  fpiritual ,  Chap.  ii.  14,  to 
the  changed ,  2.  Cor.  iii.  18,  to  thofe  who  believe , 
Chap.  iv.  4,  to  thofe  who  love  God  and  keep  his 
commands ,  1  Job.  ii.  4,  and  who  have  eternal 
life ,  Joh.  xvii.  3  ?  And  why  is  it  affirmed,  that 
zokofoever  Jinneth ,  hath  nos  jeen  him ,  ?zor  known 
him  ?  1  joh.  iii.  6.  And  that,  he  that  doth  evil9 
hath  not  jeen  God  ?  3  joh.  2.  And  of  every  nat¬ 
ural  man  without  exception,  neither  can  he  knozo 
them  ?  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  It  is  in  a  word,  becaufe 
it  implies  a  contradiction  that  it  fhould  be  oth- 
erwife.  For  this  kind  of  knowledge  and  its  ef¬ 
fects,  are  nectffarily  connedted.  And  this  kind 
of  knowledge  cannot  exift  in  an  unregenerate 
mind.  For,  to  ufe  the  language  of  feripture, 
that  which  is  born  of  the  flefh,  is  flefh  ;  and  the 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  againlt  God.  And  what 
fellowfhip  hath  light  with  darknefs  ?  Or  what 
concord  is  there  between  fin  and  holinefs  ?  Or 
what  agreement  between  a  carnal  heart,  and 
that  character  which  it  is  at  enmity  againft  ? 
Our  Saviour  judged  it  implied  the  greateft  ah- 
furdity,  that  Satan  fhould  caft  out  Satan  ;  that 
is,  that  Satan  fhould  be  againli  himfelf.  But 
it  is  plainly  an  abfurdity  equally  great,  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  two  intelligent  beings,  of  charaSers 
as  diametrically  oppofite  as  fin  and  holinefs, 
fhould  rqliffi  each  others  characters,  and  appear 
amiable  in  each  others  eyes.  Once  granting, 
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that  fallen  man  is  totally  dead  in  fin,  deftitute 
oi  the  leaft  fpark  of  fpiritual  life,  of  the  leaft  re- 
mainder  of  a  divine  reiifh  ;  or,  in  the  words  of 
the  apoftle,  that  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againfl 
God  ;  (and  by  the  carnal  mind  he  declares  him- 
lelf  to  mean,  every  man,  who  is  deftitute  of  the 
fpint  of  Chrift.  Rom.  viii.  7,  8,  9.)  I  fay,  once 
granting  this,  and  it  is  certain,  and  is  even  ca¬ 
pable  of  ItriCt  demonftration,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  that  a  fenfe  of  the  amiablenefs  of  God’s 
true  and  real  charafter,  muft  of  neceffity  be  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  regenerate.  Falfe  notions  of  God 
may  ravifli  an  unregenerate  heart  ;  but  his  true 
character  every  fuch  heart  is  in  fad  at  enmity 
againfl  Hence  the  Gofpel  will  be  hid  from  all 
natural  men,  be  they  Jews  or  Greeks,  however 
wile,  however  prudent,  however  penetrating, 
and  however  well  inflruQed  ;  and  that  even 
while  fitting  under  the  miniftry  of  Chrift  himfelf. 
who  fpake  as  never  man  fpake,  and  notwithftand- 

3  ,the  Preaching  of  his  infpired  apoflles. 
Thus  the  fcnpture  affirms  that,  in  faCt.  it 

proved.  And  thus,  the  reafon  of  the  thing 
ftews,  it  muft  forever  prove.  ® 

It  implies  a  contradiQion  to  fuppofe  the  hu- 

man  heart  fhould  be  charmed  with  a  charader 

jult  oppofite  to  us  own.  And  nothing  can  be 

P-er’,than,that  the  oharafler  of  the  Holy  One 

of  one  ?  dlametrically  oppofite  to  the  temper 
of  one  who  is  quite  dead  in  fin.  The  divine 

character,  therefore,  muft  be  altered  in  our  im 

agination,  or  we,  in  faQ,  be  born  again,  or  God 

can  never  appear  to  us  an  amiable  being.  If 

we  fuppoie  Cod'*  charafter  altered  and  accom* 

X 
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modated  to  our  tafie,  we  may  be  charmed  with 
the  fiftion,  dead  in  fin  as  we  are.  But  the 
clearer  view  a  carnal  man  hath  of  the  truth,  the 
more  certain  will  he  be,  that  the  love  of  God  is 
not  in  him.  Rom.  vii.  8,  9. 

It  is  true,  many  a  carnal  man  is  ravifhed  to 
think,  that  God  loves  him,  and  will  fave  him  ; 
but  in  this  cafe,  it  is  not  the  true  character  of 
God,  which  charms  the  heart.  It  is  not  God 
that  is  loved.  StriCtly  fpeaking,  he  only  loves 
himfelf.  And  felf-love  is  the  fource  of  all  his 
affeCtions.  Or  if  we  call  it  love  to  God  ;  it  is 
of  no  other  kind  than  dinners  feel  to  one  anoth¬ 
er.  For  [inner s  love  thofe  that  love  them .  The 
carnal  Ifraelites,  who  gave  the  fulleft  proof  of 
their  difaffeClion  to  the  divine  character,  as  ex¬ 
hibited  by  God  himfelf  before  their  eyes,  yet 
were  once  full  of  this  kind  of  love  at  the  fide 
of  the  Red  Sea.  Our  being  ravifhed  ever  fo 
much  in  a  belief  God  loves  us,  is  no  fign  that 
God’s  true  charaQer  would  fuit  our  tafie,  had 
we  right  notions  of  it.  The  hypocritical  Gala¬ 
tians  loved  Paul,  while  they  confidered  him  as 
the  inftrument  of  iheir  converfion  and  means 
of  their  Xalvation  ;  but  on  further  acquaintance 
with  the  man,  they  turned  his  enemies  ;  for  his 
character,  rightly  understood,  did  not  fuit  their 

tafie. 

If  God  is  of  purer'eyes  than  to  behold  iniqui¬ 
ty,  if  he  cannot  look  on  fin  but  with  infinite  de- 
teftation,  if  all  thofe  views,  affeCtions,  thoughts, 
words,  and  aBions,  which  are  fweet  to  the  tafie 
of  a  carnal  heart,  are  fo  infinitely  odious  in  the 
eyes  of  God,  as  to  appear  to  him  worthy  of  the 
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eternal  pains  of  hell,  as  is  in  fa&  the  cafe,  Gal.  iii. 
10  ;  it  is  as  impoflible  that  a  carnal  heart  Ihould 
fee  a  beauty  in  the  divine  chara&er,  as  that  it 
fhould  view  its  own  character  as  being  infinitely 
odious.  For  one  implies  the  other.  If  it  is 
beautiful  in  God  to  be  affefited  toward  my  char¬ 
acter,  as  in  fafl  he  is,  my  character  muft  be  in¬ 
finitely  odious  :  Nor  can  I,  at  any  time,  from 
the  heart,  look  upon  God  as  a  lovely  being, 
without  looking  upon  myfelf  as  infinitely  hate¬ 
ful.  For  that  being,  whole  nature  it  is,  to  look 
upon  me  as  infinitely  odious,  is  not  lovely,  un- 
lefs  I  am  in  fad  infinitely  odious.  When  our 
Saviour,  fpeaking  to  the  Pharifees,  faid,  Ye  fer- 
pents,  ye  generation  of  vipers ,  how  can  ye  ejcape 
tLe  damnation  op  hell  ?  thefe  words  determined 
his  character,  in  their  eyes.  And  it  implies  a 
contradiaion,  to  fuppofe,  that  Thrift's  charaa.er 
might  have  appeared  lovely  to  them,  without 
their  own  appearing  odious,  anfwerable  to  the 
import  of  his  words.  But,  there  was  nothing 
in  a  Pharifee’s  heart  to  lead  him  to  look  upon 
his  own  character  in  fuch  an  odious  light.  And, 
therefore,  all  our  Saviour's  declarations,  and  all 
his  miracles,  did  but  exafperate  them.  The 
more  they  knew  of  Thrift,  the  more  they  hated 
ktij  As  it  was  natural  to  them  to  approve  oi 
thein  own  character,  fo  it  was  natural  to  con¬ 
demn  his.  l  or,  if  the  fault  was  not  in  them,  it 
was  in  hmi.  lo  fay,  it  was  not  in  him,  was  to 
own,  that  they  wer eftrpents,  and  a  generation  of 
vipers,  worthy  of  eternal  definition.  To  look 
upon  him  as  altogether  lovely,  was  to  look  upon 
themfelves  as  infinitely  odious.  But  this  was 
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diametrically  oppofite  to  every  bias  in  their 
hearts.  Their  old  heart,  therefore,  mull  be 
taken  away,  and  a  new  heart  be  given  them,  or 
they  could  never  view  things  in  this  light.  And 
thus  our  Saviour  underflood  the  matter.  And, 
therefore,  on  a  time,  fpeaking  to  a  Pharifee,  he 
faid,  Except  a  man  be  born  again ,  he  cannot  fee 
the  kingdom  of  God .  But, 

V.  Wherein  does  this  peculiar  knowledge  of 
God  differ,  from  what  natural  men  have  a£lu- 
ally  had,  or  might  have  ?  If  they  may  have  all 
knowledge  and  underjland  all  myjleries ,  fo  as  to 
fpeak  as  it  were  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  an - 
gels,  1  Cor.  xiii.  if  they  may  be  enlightened  and 
tajle  the  heavenly  gift ,  Heb.  vi.  if  they  may  re¬ 
ceive  the  word  with  joy ,  Matth.  xiii.  if  they  may 
ejeape  the  pollutions  of  the  world ,  through  the 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  jfefus  Chrifl , 
2  Pet.  ii.  20;  if  they  may  have  fuch  a  ravifhing 
fenfe  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  as  the  Ifraelites  had 
at  the  Red  Sea  ;  and  fuch  an  affefting  fenfe  of 
his  majefty,  greatnefs,  power,  holinefs  and  juf- 
tice,  as  they  had  at  Mount  Sinai,  when  they 
flood  trembling  before  the  mountain,  and  were 
fo  ready  to  promife,  Whatfoever  the  Lord  our  God 
jhall  command ,  that  will  we  do ,  and  be  obedient  ; 
and  fuch  an  high  and  heart-abafing  fenfe  of  the 
mojl  high  God ,  who  liveth  forever ,  as  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar  had,  when  he  praifed  and  extolled  and 
honoured  the  king  of  heaven ,  all  whofe  works  are 
truth  ;  and  thofe  that  walk  in  pride  he  is  able  to 
abafez  Dan.  iv.  34—37 ;  if  they  may  have  all 
this,  what  is  it  they  cannot  have  P  I  anfwer,  in 
one  word,  the  holy  beauty  of  Gods  real  moral 
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charafter.  This  is  what  they  never  had  the  leaf! 
idea  of.  The  moft  enlightened,  affefted,  the 
devouteft  natural  man,  that  ever  lived,  as  to 
this,  is  as  blind,  as  the  moft  ignorant,  ftupid  {in¬ 
ner  in  the  world.  That  this  is,  in  faft,  the  cafe, 
is  evident  from  this,  that  all  who  behold  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God  are  aftually  changed  into  the  fame  im¬ 
age.  Which  was  not  the  cafe  with  the  wicked 
Ifraelites,  nor  with  Nebuchadnezzar,  nor  with, 
the  ftony  ground  hearers,  nor  with  thofe  in  1. 
Cor.  xiii.  Heb.  vi.  2  Pet.  ii. 

But,  as  the  nature  of  divine  illumination  is 
fo  largely  and  accurately  ftated,  in  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards’s  Treatife  on  Religious  AJjeHions ,  and  his 
Sermon  on  Jam.  ii.  19,  I  {hall  refer  the  reader 
to  thefe  pieces,  and  proceed. 

SEC  T  I  O  N  XII. 

The  Effects  of  Divine  Illumination. 

A  VIEW  of  all  the  moral  perfections  of 
God,  {hiding  in  their  brighteft  glory  in 
the  Golpel  way  of  having,  finners,  exhibits,  to 
the  mind,  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Gof- 
pel,  entirely  new, .which  never  ftruck  the  mind 
before.  An  evidence  of  fuch.  a  nature,  as  re¬ 
moves  ad  tliofa  natural  prejudices  again!!  the 
truth,,  which  tended,  to  keep  the  mind  in  fuf- 
pence,  notwithstanding  all  the  external  proofs 
from  the  miracles,,  prophecies,  &c.  and  an  evi¬ 
dence,  in.  its  own  nature,  the  moft  convincing^ 
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and  fatisfying  ;  and  whereby  the  whole  heart  is 
gained,  and  brought  over  to  a  full  and  thorough 
belief  of  the  Gofpel.  So  that  now,  and  not  un¬ 
til  now,  is  the  Gofpel  believed  to  be  true,  with 
all  the  heart  ;  fo  as  to  induce  us  to  fell  all  for 
the  pearl  of  great  price,  and  from  the  heart  to 
deny  ourfelves,  take  up  our  crofs  and  follow 
Chrift  ;  venturing  our  all,  for  time  and  eternity, 
upon  the  truth  of  his  Meffiahfhip,  of  his  divine 
rniffion,  and  of  the  news  which  he  has  brought 


to  our  ears. 

When  the  Gofpel,  which  is  hid  from  all  nat¬ 
ural  men,  comes  to  be  revealed,  internally 
revealed  to  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  all  its  di¬ 
vine  glories,  agreeable  to  Matt.  xi.  25,  2  Cor* 
Hi.  18,  Chap.  iv.  6,  &c.  it  is  known  to  be  from 
God,  from  the  divinity  of  its  nature.  For  is 
appears  to  be,  what  the  apoftle’s  words  import, 
the  glorious  Gofpel  of  Chrijl ,  who  is  the  image  of 
God .  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  And,  to  ufe  the  words  of 

a  late  writer,  66  He  that  truly  fees  the  divine, 
tranfcendent,  fupreme  glory  of  thofe  things, 
which  are  divine,  does  as  it  were  know  their  di¬ 
vinity  intuitively  ;  he  not  only  argues,  that  they 
are  divine,  but  he  fees  that  they  are  divine  ;  he 
fees  that  in  them  wherein  divinity  chiefly  con- 
jilts.  For,  in  this  glory,  which  is  fo  vaflly  and 
inexprcflibly  diftinguifhed  from  all  other  glory, 
does  mainly  eonfilt  the  true  notion  of  divinity, 
God  is  God,  and  diftinguifhed  from  all  other 
beings,  and  exalted  above  them,  chiefly  by  his 
divinity.  They,  therefore,  that  fee  the  damp 
of  this  divine  glory  in  divine  things,  they  fee 
divinity  in  them,  they  fee  God  in  them,  and  fo 
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fee  them  to  be  divine  ;  becaufe  they  fee  that 
in  them  wherein  the  trueft  idea  of  divinity  does 
confift.”  He,  therefore,  who  fees  the  glory  of 
the  glorious  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image 
of  God,  muff  know  Jefus  to  be  the  Son  of  God, 
and  his  Gofpel  to  be  divine.  For  he  muff  be 
the  Son  of  him  whole  image  he  bears,  and  that 
Gofpel  mult  be  from  God,  which  is,  in  its  own 
nature,  fo  godlike.  Befides,  as  the  fame  author 
adds, 

“  This  fenfe  of  the  fpiritual  excellency  and 
beauty  of  divine  things,  does  alfo  tend  direflly 
to  convince  the  mind  of  the  truth  of  the  Gof¬ 
pel,  as  there  are  very  many  of  the  mo  ft  impor¬ 
tant  things  declared  in  the  Gofpel,  that  are  hid 
from  the  eyes  of  natural  men,  the  truth  of  which 
does  in  effeft  confilt  in  this  excellency,  or  does 
fo  immediately  depend  upon  it  and  refult  from 
it  ;  that  in  this  excellency’s  being  feen,  the 
truth  of  thofe  things  is  feen.  As  foon  as  evetf 
the  eyes  are  opened  to  behold  the  holy  beauty 
and  amiablenefs  that  is  in  divine  things,  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  molt  important  doctrines  of  the  Gofpel 
that  depend  upon  it,  (which  all  appear  ftranf'e 
and  dark  to  natural  men)  are  at  once  feen  to  be 
true.  As,  for  inffance,  men,  by  feeing  the  true 
excellency  of  holinefs,  do  fee  the  glory  of  all 
thofe  things,  which  reafon  and  fcripture  fhew  to 
be  in  the  Divine  Being.  And  hereby  they  fee 
the  truth  of  all  that  the  fcripture  declarescon- 
cerning  God’s  glorious  excellency  and  maiefty 
his  being  the  fountain  of  all  good,  the  oniy  hap- 
ptne.s  of  the  creature,  &c.  and  this,  again,  (hews 
the  mind  the  truth  of  what  the  fcripture  teaches 
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concerning  the  evil  of  fin  againft  fo  glorious  a 


God  ;  and  alfo  what  the  fcripture  teaches  con¬ 
cerning  fin  s  juft  defer!  of  that  dreadful  punifh- 
ment  which  it  reveals  ;  and  alfo  concerning  the 
impoffibility  of  our  offering  any  fatisfaflion  or. 
fufficient  atonement  for  that  which  is  infinitely 
evil  and  heinous.  And  this,  again.  Chews  the 
truth  of  what  the  Gofpel  reveals  concerning  the 
neceffity  of  a  Saviour,  to  offer  an  atonement  of 
infinite  value  for  fin.  And  this  fenfe  of  fpiritu- 
al  beauty  enables  the  foul  to  fee  the  glory  of 
thofe  things,  which  the  Gofpel  reveals  concern¬ 
ing  the  perfon  of  Chrift;  and  fo  enables  to  fee 
the  exceeding  beauty  and  dignity  of  his  perfon, 
appearing  in  what  the  Gofpel  exhibits  of  his 
word,  works,  a£ls  and  life  :  And  this  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  fuperlative  dignity  of  his  perfon, 
Chews  the  truth  of  what  the  Gofpel  declares 
concerning  the  value  of  his  blood  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  fo  the  infinite  excellency  of  that  offer¬ 
ing  he  has  made  to  God  for  us,  and  ib  its  fuf- 
ficiency  to  atone  for  our  fins,  and  recommend, 
us  to  God.  And  thus  the  Spirit  of  God  difcov- 
ers  the  way  of  falvation  by  Chrift,  &c.  The 
truth  of  all  thefe  things  appears  to  the  foul  only, 
by  the  imparting  that  fpiritual  tafte  of  divine 
beauty,  which  has  been.,  fpoken  of.  They  be¬ 
ing  hidden  things  to  the  foul  before.”  Thus 
far  this  author,  who  has  handled  this  fubjeft  at 
large,  and  with  greater  accuracy  than.l  have 
fe.cn  it  done  by  any  other  writer.* 

And,  agreeable  to  thefe  fentiments,  it  was  an 
openly  avowed  maxim  in  the  apoftohek  age. 


*  Mr.  Edwards,  on  Religious  Affedion^.pv  182.— 199, 
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that  whofoever  believeth  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrijl , 
is  born  of  God .  1  Job.  v.  1.  And  they  every 

where  publickly  declared,  that  if  thou  Jlialt  con - 
fefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jefus ,  and  Jlialt  be¬ 
lieve  in  thine  heart  that  God  raifed  him  from  the 
dead ,  thou  Jhalt  be  faved ,  Rom.  x.  g.  They 
promifed  falvation  to  every  man,  who,  with  all 
his  heart,  believed  the  Gofpel  to  be  true,  and 
threatened  damnation  to  none  but  infidels,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  Matters  commiflioh.  Mar.  xvi. 
15,  16.  Go  ye  into  all  the  worlds  and  preach  the 
Gofpel  to  every  creature .  He  that  believeth  and 
is  baptized  Jhall  be  faved  ;  but  he  that  believeth 
not  fh all  be  damned.  Not  that  they  imagined, 
that  every  one  who  profeffed  to  believe  the 
Gofpel  with  all  his  heart,  really  did  fo.  They 
knew  there  might  be  a  partial  and  ineffe&ual 
eonvi&ion  of  the  truth.  They  well  remember¬ 
ed  how  Judas  heard  all  Chrift’s  difeourfes,  and 
law  all  his  miracles,  and  profefTed  to  believe  as 
well  as  Peter,  and  how  he  turned  out  in  the  end. 
And  they  well  knew,  that  as  both  were  under 
equal  external  advantages,  to  fee  all  the  exter¬ 
nal  evidences  of  Chrift’s  divine  million  ;  fo  that 
peculiar  kind  of  faith  which  Peter  had,  was  en¬ 
tirely  the  refult  qf  divine  illumination,  as  their 
Mafter  had,  in  his  life-time,  exprefsly  declared, 
Flefh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee ,  but 
my  Father  which  is  in  heaven ,  Matt.  xvii.  17. 
And  this  kind  of  faith,  they  called,  believing  with 
all  the  heart ,  and  afferted  it  to  be  peculiar  to 
the  regenerate,  and  infallibly  connected  with 
eternal  life®  A  faith,  in  its  own  nature,  fpecifi- 
cally  different  from  the  faith  of  devils  and  of 
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wicked  men,  who  are  all  equally  blind  to  the 
glory  of  the  moral  perfeftions  of  the  Deity, 
fhining  fo  brightly  in  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  Te- 
fus  Chrift.  ’ 

And  now,  when  the  Gofpel  is  underfood, ,  feen 
in  its  glory ,  and  believed  zvith  all  the  heart ,  it 
immediately  begets  every  anfwerable  affeftion 
in  the  foul.  For,  we  are  begotten  through  the  Gof¬ 
pel.  i  Cor.  iv.  15.  Begotten  by  the  word  of  truth. 
Jana.  i.  18.  Sanctified  by  the  truth.  Joh.  xvii. 
17.  And  particularly  are  begotten  to  a  lively 
hope  by  the  refurreBion  of  Chrifi  from  the  dead. 
1  Pet.  i .  3.  While  the  glory  of  the  Gofpel  is 
hid ,  it  produces  none  of  thefe  effe&s  upon  the 
foul.  For  if  our  Gofpel  is  hid ,  it  is  hid  to  them 
that  are  lof.  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  But  when  we  know 
the  truth ,  the  truth  makes  us  free.  Joh.  viii.  32. 
Or,  in  the  language  of  St.  Paul,  We  all  with 
open  face  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the 
Lord ,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image.* 

Sometimes,  in  the  feripture,  the  eflfe£t  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  confid- 

*  Some  of  the  above  texts  are  alleged,  by  fome  writers,  to  prove, 
that  a  belief  that  Chrift  died  for  me  in  particular,  that  my  fins  are  par¬ 
doned,  and  that  I  fhall  be  faved,  begets  every  chriftian  grace.  And 
this  is  all  the  regeneration  they  allow  of.  But  in  this  cafe,  we  are  be¬ 
gotten,  not  by  the  truths  not  by  the  Gofpel ;  for  not  one  of  thefe  particu¬ 
lars  are  therein  revealed.  Yea,  a  man  may  be  full  of  religious  affec¬ 
tions  from  fuch  a  belief,  and  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  look  upon  the  Gof¬ 
pel  of  Chrilt  as  ‘‘jargon,”  “  hideous  jargon,51  Yea,  it  is  ;t  lie,  which 
begets  thefe  affections,  viz.  That  God,  hath  forgiven  the  fins  of  an  impenitent 
Jinner.  And,  therefore,  not  the  God  oj  truth ,  but  the  father  of  lies,  is  the 
author  of  this  kind  of  regeneration.  And  this  is  one  of  his  Ifratagems 
to  blind  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not ,  lejl  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gofpd 
of  Chrijl,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  fiould  Jhine  unto  them ,  Thus  he  tranf 
forms  himfdf  into  an  angel  oj  light,  to  delude  poor  burners  with  lalfe  hopes 
and  fa-lfe  joys  ;  to  the  end  they  may  never  know  the  only  true  God,  ami 
JeJ'us  Chrijl ,  whom  he  hath  fent ;  and  fo  neyer  have  eternal  life.  See 
Mr,  Cud  worth’s  Further  Dels  nee. 
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ered  and  fpoken  of  as  one  thing,  and  every  holy 
affeftion  is  fummed  up  under  one  comprehend 
live  name.  As,  The  image  of  God>  The  law  writ¬ 
ten  m  the  heart ,  Chrijl  formed  in  the  foul ,  Coming 
to  God  by  Chrijl ,  Reconciliation  to  God ,  through 
Chrijl ,  &c.  At  other  times,  there  are  a  great 
variety  of  names  ufed  to  mark  out  the  various 
affections  excited  in  the  mind,  by  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  :  The  various  affections  toward 
God,  and  toward  Chrift,  and  toward  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  and  towards  mankind  in  general, 
and  toward  relatives,  hufbands,  wives,  parents, 
children,  mailers,  fervants,  &c.  and  toward  en¬ 
emies,  and  toward  fin,  and  toward  ourfelves  con¬ 
sidered  as  finners,  and  toward  the  things  of  this 
world,  and  of  the  world  to  come,&c.  all  which  are 
the  native  refult  of  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

When  Mofes  came  down  from  the  mount, 
where,  for  a  long  time,  he  had  converfed  with 
the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  manifefted  himfeif  by  a 
vifible  glory  to  him,  he  brought  down  the  im¬ 
age  of  this  vifible  glory  with  him  ;  his  face Jhone . 
He  put  a  veil  on  his  face,  to  hide  the  hright  luftre 
thereof,  from  the  eyes  of  the  congregation,  who 
were  not  able  to  behold.  So  a  veil  was  on  the 
hearts  of  the  mnbelieving  Jews  in  the  apoftolick 
age.  The  glory  of  the  Gofpel  was  hid  by  this 
veil  from  them,  even  from  all  that  were  IJL 
But  we  all  with  open ,  with  unveiled,  face ,  behold¬ 
ing  as  m  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord  are ,  fays 
the  apoftle,  in  allufion  to  the  face  of  Moles, 
changed  into  .the  fame  image  :  Into  a  holy,  di¬ 
vine,  a  glorious  frame  of  heart,  refembhng  the 
glory  we  behold. 
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Changed  into  the  fame  image .  The  image  of 
what  P  Of  the  moral  perfections  of  the  divine 
nature.  Doth  God  view  himfelf  fo  worthy,  fo 
infinitely*  worthy  of  fupreme  love  and  honour, 
and  univerfaT  obedience,  as  infinitely  good  and 
merciful  as  he  is,  yet  fedately  to  judge,  that  the 
leaft  defefl:  in  us  deferves  eternal  woe  ;  and 
that  it  does  not  become  him,  as  the  Judge  of 
all  the  earth,  in  any  one  inftance,  ever  to  grant 
a  pardon  but  through  the  mediation  of  his  own 
Son,  and  on  the  foie  account  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs  and  atonement  ?  The  divinely  enlightened 
foul  has  the  fame  views,  in  kind,  and  an  anfwera- 
ble  frame  of  heart.  “  Righteous  art  thou,  O 
Lord,  when  thou  fpeakeft,  and  clear  when  thou 
judgeft  ;  for  deftru&ion  is  my  due,  and  hell 
my  proper  home.  And  fhould  ftriCt  juftice  take 
place,  all  heaven  ought  forever  to  love  and 
adore  the  infinitely  glorious  Majefty,  crying, 
Amen ,  Hallelujah .  Yea,  fo  bad  am  I,  that  any 
thing  better  than  eternal  damnation  is  too  good 
for  me.  It  is  even  unmeet  fuch  vilenefs  fhould 
be  paffed  over  by  the  righteous  Governour  of 
the  world,  without  a  teftimony  of  his  infinite  ab¬ 
horrence.  There  could  be  no  hope  in  my  cafe, 
were  it  not  for  the  mediation,  merits  and  atone¬ 
ment  of  the  Son  of  God.  It  could  not  have 
been  juft  and  right,  to  have  pardoned  fuch  a 
wretch,  had  not  he  been  fet  forth  to  be  a  pro¬ 
pitiation.  But  now  God  can  be  juf.  There¬ 
fore,  to  free  grace,  through  the  redemption 
which  is  in  Jefus  Chrift,  I  look.  Here  is  all 
my  hope.  And  I  give  up  myfelf  to  God  through 
the  great  Mediator,  to  love  him  and  be  forever 
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The  law  written  in  the  heart.  This  is  anoih 
er  name  given  to  the  fame  thing  ,  for  the  law 
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Jnger  of  God,  of  old  ;  fo  now,  views  and  dif 
pofitrons  anfwerable  to  the  nature  of  the  law 
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common  Father  of  our  fpirits,  and  who  is  ready 
-to  become  our  ever  lading  father  and  friend, 
through  Jefus  Chrift  !  O,  that  all  the  human 
race  would  join,  with  one  heart,  to  repent,  and 
return,  and  be  reconciled  to  God  through  Jefus 
Chrift  !  Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hal¬ 
lowed  be  thy  name,  thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be 
done ,  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven .”  And  thus  he 
begins  to  love  God  with  ah  his  heait,  and  his 
neighbour  as  himfelf ;  which  was  the  very  tem¬ 
per  of  jefus  Chrift,  And  io  Clvtifl  is  Jo y meet 
in  him.'  Which  is  another  name  given  to  the 
fame  thing,  and  the  import  of  it  may  be  thus 
cxprelled. 

Chriji  formed  in  the  foul.  <£  He  took  not  on 
him  the  nature  of  angels.  Thofe  of  them  who 
fell,  needed  a  Saviour  as  much  as  we,  ~  And 
they  were  a  nobler  rank  of  beings.  But  they 
were  palfed  bv  ;  and  fo  might  we  have  bevii, 
and  God  had  been  forever  righteous.  His  law 
was  holy,  juft  and  good.  Every  mouth  was 
flopped."  The  whole  world  flood  guilty  before 
God.  How  free  was  the  grace,  how  great  was 
the  ooodnefs,  that  provided  Inch  a  Saviour  for 
fuch°a  world  as  this  !  What  love  to  God,  what 
love  to  man,  induced  the  Sbn  of  God  to  be¬ 
come  incarnate  ;  to  honour  the  divine  law  by 
his  obedience  and  death,  and  open  a  way  for 
God  to  communicate  his  grace  to  us,  and  loi¬ 
ns  to  return  to  God,  and  be  forever  happy  *n 
him  !  To  thee,  O  Lord,  I  return,  with  my 
whole  heart,  through  Jefus  Chrift.  In  his  name 
alone,  I  come.  O,  may  I  be  found  in  him, 
and  have  on  his  righteoulnefs,  and  be  accepted 
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in  the  beloved  ;  and  be  fealed  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  promife  to  the  day  of  redemption, 
lancufied  wholly  to  the  Lord  !  O,  may  I  be  in 
Chiifl,  as  the  branch  is  in  the  vine,  and  partake 
of  his  nature  and  fpirit  ;  of  his  fulnefs  receive, 
and  giace  for  grace.  That  the  fame  mind,  which 
was  mChrif  Jefus,  and  brought  him  from  heav- 
en,  and  carried  him  through  all  the  labours  of 
his  life,  and  bufferings  of  his  death,  may  alfo  be  in 
me.  The  fame  love  to  God  and  regard  to  the 
honour  of  his  law  ;  the  fame  love  to  a  loft 
world  and  concern  for  their  felvation.  And 
rrom  this  fpirit,  from  which  the  Son  of  God  be¬ 
came  incarnate,  lived  and  died,  may  I  always 
and  ready  to  facrifice,  in  his  caufe,  all  my  earth- 
y  comforts,  and,  if  need  be,  to  lay  down  my 

,  thus’  In  thefe  views?  a  fpirit  anfwer- 
able  to  the  temper  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  the 

defign  and  fpirit  of  his  mediatorial  office  and 

woia,  is  formed  in  the  foul  ;  and  we  become 

at  heart  his  dfciples.  And  he  is  able  to  fave 

them  to  the  uttermoft,  who  thus  come  unto  God 

oy  him ,  feeing  he  ever  livetli  to  make  intercef- 
non  for  them. 

..hem  that  come  unto  God  by  him.  Another 
defcnption  of  the  fame  thing.  That  come  unto 
Gou  Jnto  God,  the  abfolutely  perfect,  the  in- 
fimtely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  infinitely 
wo.  thyof  fupreme  Jove  and  honour  and  uui- 
veifal  obeoien.ee,  and  the  fupreme  good  •  ie  . 
view  of  whole  glory,  an  inclination* lo  em  it 
begotten  m  the  foul.  That  come  unto  God  by 

riefs’ an d Tr°Ura8Cd  by  h,S  mediation>  rightcouf: 

1  nd  atonement,  wc  are  emboldened  to  en- 
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ter  into  the  prefence  of  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael, 
in  whole  fight  the  heavens  are  not  clean,  and 
before  whom  fuch  as  we  mult  needs  appear  in¬ 
finitely  odious  and  abominable.  And  thus,  if 
any  man  is  in  Chrijl  Jefus ,  he  is  a  new  creature  ; 
poiFelfed  of  a  reiilh,  of  views,  and  affections,  he 
never  ha  d  before.  Yea,  all  del  things  are  -puffed 
&way,  behold ,  ail  things  are  become  new.  And 
this  whole  change  is  of  God ,  who  thus  reconciles 

efus  Chrift.  2  Cor.  v.  17,  18. 


Reconciles  us  to  himfelf  by  Jefus  Chrijl .  It 
is  through  Jefus  Chrift,  who  has  fecured  the 
honour  of  the  divine  government,  that  God 
communicates  thole  influences  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  by  which  our  eyes  are  opened,  to  beheld 
the  glory  of 'the  Lord ,  And  it  is  through  Jefus. 
Chrift,  that  the  enlightened  finner  is  emboldened 
£)  return  to  God .  And  fo  this  reconciliation  is 
brought  about  wholly  through  the  mediation  of 
Jefus  Chrijl .  And,  in  it,  we  are  really  recon¬ 
ciled  to  God,  againll  v/hom  we  were  before  at 
enmity. 

Reconciled  to  God .  To  God’s  true  and  real 
character  exhibited  in 'his  law,  and  ratified  on 
the  crols  of  Chrift.  We  are  reconciled  to  it, 
as  to  a  character,  in  itfelf,  without  a  blemifh, 
perfect  in  beauty  ;  and  fo  begin  to  rejoice  that 
God,  his  law,  and  government,  are  juft  what 
they  are,  from  a  fenfc  of  their  fuperlative  excel¬ 
lency  in  thcmfelves  ;  no  longer  dilpofed,  as  we 
u fed  to  be,  to  wifh  they  were  different  from 
what  they  are  ;  rather  inclined  to  fay,  The)Lord 
reigncllu  let  the  earth  rejoice. 

So  reconciled,  as  that  now3. 
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The  divine  law  is  cordially  received  as  a  rule 
of  life ,  by  us,  and  our  hearts  begin  to  echo  to 
the  language  of  holy  David,  in  the  cxixth  Pialm, 
in  its  commendation. 

,  Among  all' the  effecls  of  divine  illumination, 
tnere  is  none  more  remarkable  in  itfelf,  or  fol¬ 
lowed  with  more  remarkable  confequences,  than 
this,  that  hereby  the  true  convert,  who  ufed  to 
be  an  enemy  to  the  divine  law,  is  brought,  un- 
derftandingly  and  heartily,  to  love  it,  and  to 
maxe  it  the  rule  of  his  life.  The  grace  of  God 
teacnes  him  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs  and  every 
woua.y  hfl  and  to  live  foberly,  right eoujly ,  and 
go  duly,  to  taisprejent  world.  Nor  is  there  anv 
thing  which  more  evidently  diftinguilhes  a  true 
converfion  from  every  counterfeit  than  this 
rlereoy  we  know  that  xve  know  him ,  if  we  kerb  his 
commandments.  For  every  natural  man,  of 
whatever  feet  or  party  in  the  chriliian  world, 
and  however  religious  in  his  way,  is  at  heart  an 
wmnomian  in  this  particular.  lie  doth  not.  in 
lad,  receive  die  divine  law,  in  its  true  meaning 
an  a  real  extent,  as  the  rule  of  his  life  ;  yea,  lo 
lar  from  it,  that  if  he  fhould  go  about  to  do  it, 
and  it  ms  confcieuce  fhould,  in  the  mean  time 
be  awakened  to  undferftand  it,  all  his  religious 
affections  would  Hand  condemned  bv  it,  in  his 
c-on  cienee,  in  a  moment  ;  and  all  Ids  prefent 
hopes  oe  Uruck  dead  by  it  at  once.  For  there 
is  not  any  one  thing  about  him,  anv  thought, 
.voio  or  a-non,  or  any  inward  bias  of  heart,  in.  ' 
con  oimity  ,o  tne  divine  law,  in  a  natural  man. 

ui  one  natural  man  is  as  really  dead  in  jin,  and 
devoid  all  true  holincl’sj  as  another.  And: 


. 
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the  only  thing,  that  renders  it  poffible  for  any 
natural  man  to  think  otherwife  of  himfelf,  than 
dial  he  is  dead  in  Jin ,  is  ignorance  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  law.  Without  the  law ,  Jin  was  dead. 
1  was  alive  without  the  lazo  once  :  But  when  the 
commandriient  came ,  Jin  revived,  and  I  died , 
What  greater  change,  therefore,  can  happen, 
than  to  be  brought  acquainted  with  the  divine 
law,  to  be  flain  by  it,  and  yet  brought  to  love  it7 
as  holy,  juft  and  good  ;  fo  as  to  receive  it  cor- 
dially  as  a  rule  of  life  ?  What  a  marvellous  al¬ 
teration  muft  this  make  in  the  whole  fyftem  of 
our  views  and  affections,  and  in  the  whole  ten¬ 
or  of  our  lives  !  Even  as  great,  as  to  be  turned 
from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Jin 
and  Satan  unto  God . 

Every  thing,  which  comes  into  the  view  of 
the  divinely  enlightened  foul,  harmonioufly 
unites  together,  to  induce  him  cordially  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  divine  law,  as  a  rule  of  life  ;  by  which 
to  regulate  every  inward  bias,  every  thought, 
word  and  afiion.  A  view  of  God,  as  an  infi¬ 
nitely  glorious  being,  and  our  common  Creator, 
fftews  how  reafbnable  and  beautiful  it  is  for  all 
mankind,  who  are  .fellow  creatures,  children  of 
the  fame  common  flock,  to  unite  together  as 
brethren,  in  fupre'me  love  and  honour  and  uni- 
verfal  obedience,  to  the  Father  of  the  univerfe, 
the  God  of  glory,  juft  as  the  divine  law  requires. 
A  view  of  the  divine  law,  as  holy,  juft  and  good, 
a  glorious  law,  antecedent  to  the  confideration 
)£  the  gift  of  Ohrid,  and  the  work  of  redemption 

V  ,  .  .  I  *  I  •  • 


bv  him,  {hews  that  our  original  obligations  to 


do  fo  are  in 


finite.  And  this  is  alfo  implied,  in 
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a  view  of  fin,  as  an  infinite  evil  ;  and  in  the 
view  of  vindictive  juftice,  as  an  amiable  perfec¬ 
tion  in  the  Deity  ;  as  alfo,  in  a  view  of  God,  as 
the«fupreme  good.  A  view  of  .the  incarnation, 
life  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God,  to  do  honour 
to  the  divine  Jaw,  in  order  to  open  a  way  for 
the  pardon  of  the  penitent  believer,  confident 
with  the  honour  of  the  fupreme  Governour  of 
the  world,  fets  before  us  the  higheft  poffiUe 
proof,  ot  an  external  nature,  of  the  goodnefs 
and  excellency  of  the  divine  law  ;  even  the 
highelt  proof,  that  could  have  been  given  bv 
God  the  Father,  or  God  the  Son.  Befides,  we 
have,  herein,  a  perfect  obedience  to  the  divine 
law  recommended  to  us,  by  an  example,  in  it, 
felf,  the  molt  engaging,  let  before  us  on  defign 
that  we  fliould  imitate  it ;  and  fet  us  by  him, 
who  left  his  Father’s  bofom,  and  died  on  the 
crofs,  to  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  puri¬ 
fy  us  to  himfeff,  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of 
good  works.  Add  to  all  this,  the  divinely  en- 
lightned  foul,  in  confequcnce  of  the  new  tafte 
and  relifh  communicated  in  regeneration,  Rom. 
viii.  5,  begins  to  difcern,  that  it  is  not  only  the 
fitted,  but  the  happielt  thing  in  the  world,  yea, 
is  even  the  beginning  of  eternal  life,  and  fore- 
mile  of  heaven,  to  aipire  to  be  holy  as  God  h 
holy,  to  love  God,  and  hve  to  him  and  live  up¬ 
on  him,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  lov-e  the  peo¬ 
ple  ol  God,  and  love  all  mankind,  and  be  and 
do,  in  every  refpea,  as  the  divine  law  requires'! 
Befides,  what  inrmite  obligati  ins  we  are  under 
hereunto,  in  point  ot  gratitude  to  God  and  to 
nis  Son,  lor  the  infinite  goodnefs  tnanifclted  in 
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the  work  of  our  redemption.  To  all  which  we 
may  add,  the  eternal  rewards,  which  are  to  be 
granted,  by  Jefus  our  final  Judge,  to  all  his  obe¬ 
dient  difciples,  at  the  laid  day  *  for  fervicc#  fo 
finfully  defective,  as  not  fit  to  be  accepted,  were 
it  not  for  our  union  with  and  relation  to  him, 
who  is  God’s  beloved  Son,  and  heir  of  all  things. 
For,  at  that  day,  not  fo  much  as  a  cup  of  cold 
water,  given  to  a  difciple,  in  the  name  of  a  dif- 
ciple,  fhall  be  overlooked,  or  pafs  unrewarded* 
The  higheft  rewards,  which  the  kings  of  the 
earth  give  to  victorious  generals,  who  have  ven¬ 
tured  their  lives  in  their  fervice  in  the  wars,  is 
feme  tide  of  honour,  or  poll  of  profit,  a  laurel 
leaf,  a  naere  trifle  ;  but  Jefus  gives  an  eternal 
reward  in  heaven,  for  but  a  cup  of  cold  water, 
Thefe,  and  all  other  things,  which  come  into* 
the  view  of  the  divinely  enlightned  foul,  har- 
monioufly  unite  together,  to  induce  him  cordi¬ 
ally  to  give  God  the  throne,  refign  to  his  au¬ 
thority,  be  at  his  command,  and  receive  his  law 
as  a  perfeCt  univerfal  rule,  according  to  which, 
to  feel  and  think,  to  fpeak  and  aCi,  through  all 
his  life  ;  and  to  look  upon  himfelf  infinitely  u> 
blame,  whereinfover  he  comes  fhort  of  yielding 
that  perfeft  love  and  obedience,  which  the  law 
requires. 

And  what  muft  be  the  confequence  of  this, 
conlidering,  that  the  heft  are  fanCtified  but  in 
part,  and  that  the  law  requires  finlefs  perfection  ?- 
What,  but  the  law  is  fpirituaU  I  am  carnal,  fold 
under  fin  ;  0  write  lied  man  that  I  am  !  What, 
but  a  continual  fenfe  of  infinite  blame,  a  life  of 
felt-loathing  and  idf-abho.rrcnce,  of  godly  for-- 
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row,  of  penitency,  of  broken-heartednefs,  of  hun¬ 
gering  and  thirfting  after  righteoufnefs,  of  watch¬ 
ing,  of  prayer,  of  fighting,  of  ftriving,  of  running, 
of  wreftling,  &c.  juft  as  the  New  Teftament  rep- 
refents^the  chriftian  life  to  be  ?  And  what  muft 
be  the  confequence  of  all  this,  but  a  growing 
lenfe  of  our  need  of,  and  abfolute  dependence 
upon,  the  free  grace  of  God,  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  for  pardoning  mercy  and  fan&ifying 
grace,  every  day  ?  We  are  the  circumcifion^ which 
worfhip  God  m  the  fpirit ,  and  rejoice  in  Chrijl 
jefas,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  jlejh ,  And 
thus  true  faints  are  trained  up  to  prize  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  and  the  Sandtifier,  and  live  wholly  by 
faith  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they  are  perfect-  * 
ing  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 

And,  in  this- view,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  the  reafon9 
why  a  life  of  univerfal  obedience  is  conftamiy 
reprefented  in  the  holy  feriptures,  as  peculiar 
to  true  faints,  in  diftinftion  from  all  faife  profef- 
fors  ;  as  true  faints  are  the  only  perfons  in  the 
world,  who  cordially  receive  the  divine  law  as 
a  rule  ox  life.  Matt.  vii.  21—27.  Chap,  xiii, 
23.  Joh.  xv.  2,  6,  14.  jam.  ii.  10.  1  Job. 

ii.  3  6.  Chap.  iii.  3—10.  Chap.  v.  18,  &c. 

And,  in  this  view,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  the  reafon, 
why  humility  is,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  perfect 

confidence,  reprefented,  through  all  the  ferip- 

turcs,  as  a  chief  part  of  a  good  man’s  charatler. 
An  hypocrite,  being  ignorant  of  the  divine  law, 
the  more  religious  he  is,  the  more  proud  and 
conceited  will  he  be  :  But,  with  a  true  faint,  it 
is  juft  the  contrary.  For,  if  the  divine  law  is 
his  rule  of  duty',  and  if  his  obligations  perfectly 
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to  conform  thereto  are  infinite,  and  his  blame 
for  every  defeft  proportianably  great  ;  and  if 
tlie  fault  is  wholly  in  him,  if  his  remaining  ipir- 
itual  blindnefs  is  altogether  criminal,  his  dupid- 
ity  to  the  beauty  of  divine  things  wholly  vicious, 
his  want  of  perfeft  love  to  God  and  Chrid,and 
the  mod  tender  regard  to  the  welfare  of  man¬ 
kind,  inexcufable  wickednefs,  See.  Sec.  If  this 
be  the  true  date  of  the  cafe,  and  if  he  views 
things  in  this  light,  a  mean  and  low  thought  of 
himfelf,  and  an  anfwerable  frame  of  heart,  as  he 
has  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  for  it,  mud  be  a 
very  efTential  part  of  his  charader.  Hab.  ii.  4. 
Behold ,  Ins  foul ,  which  is  lifted  up ,  is  not  upright 
in  him .  No  greater  proof,  that  a  man  is  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  than  f  pi  ritual 
pride  reigning  in  his  heart.  The  gracelefs  Phar¬ 
isee,  ignorant  of  the  true  fenfe  of  the  divine 
law,  was  ready  to  fay,  God ,  I  thank  thee ,  I  am 
not  as  other  men.  While  to  the  penitent  Publi¬ 
can,  in  a  view  of  the  truth,  it  was  altogether 
natural  to  finite  upon  his  bread,  and  fay,  God 
he  merciful  to  me  a  Jinner .  The  Pharifees  were' 
ready  to  fay,  Behold ,  we  fee .  While  the  holy 
Pfalmid  lifts  up  his  cry  to  heaven,  Open  thou 
mine  eyes ,  that  I  may  behold  wondrous  things  out 
of  thy  law.  Plal.  cxix.  18.  Which  is  the  gen¬ 
uine  language  of  the  heart  of  the  mod  enlight¬ 
ened  faint.  For  fays  the  apodle,  Phil.  iii.  13, 

1  4, 1  count  not  myjelf  to  have  apprehended  :  But 
this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  thofe  things  which 
are  behind ,  and  reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things 
which  are  before ,  I prejs  toward  ike  mark,  for  t he 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chnjl  Jefus . 
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And,  to  a  man  of  a  humble,  broken,  contrite 
heart,  it  will  be  eafy  to  bear  injuries,  to  love 
and  forgive  enemies  ;  and  natural,  in  lowlinefs 
of  mind,  to  prefer  others  before  himfelf ;  to 
render  honour  to  whom  honour  is- due,  and  as 
much  as  in  him  lies  live  peaceably  with  all  men, 
according  to  the  exhortations  of  the  Gofpel. 
Befides,  fuch  a  frame  of  heart  mud  be  an  ex¬ 
cellent  preparative  to  all  focial  and  relative 
duties.  So  that  the*  charaQer  of  a  good  hul- 
hand:  a  good  wife,  a  good  parent,  a  good  child, 
good  neighbour,  & c.  meek,  kind,  juft,  honeft, 
faithful,  &c.  will  be  the  native  refult  of  divine 
illumination.  And  thus  true  faints  are  the  fait 
of  the  earth ,  the  light  of  the  world  ;  and,  while 
qthers  behold  their  good  works ,  they  are  con- 
firained  to  glorify  their  Father  which  is  in  heav¬ 
en.  And  the  connexion  between  divine  illu¬ 
mination  and  all  holy  living,  is  fo  certain  and 
infallible,  that  it  is  declared  from  heaven,  that 
ke  that  faith  1  know  him ,  and  keepeih  not  his 
commandments ,  is  a  liar ,  and  the  truth  is  not  in 


him.  For  we  all,  with  open  face,  beholding  as 
in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into 
the  fame  image,  jrovi  glory  to  glory. 

And  as  divine  illumination  thus  lays  the 
foundation  for  all  chriftian  graces  and  duties  ; 
lo  at  the  fame  time  it  equally  lays  a  foundation 
for  all  chriftian  comforts  and  conlblation. 

A  view  of  God,  the  abfolutely  perfect,  the 
infinitely  glorious  and  amiable  being,  as  man?- 
fefted  in -the  Gofpel  of  Chrijft,  is.  a  fource  of 
ineffable  joy  and  confutation  to  the  divinely  en¬ 
lightened  foul  The  holy  beauty  of  the  divine 
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nature,  is,  in  itfelf,  the  moil  fweet  and  ravifhing 
thing  in  the  univerfe,  which  can  be  beheld  by 
angels  or  men.  Holy,  holy ,  holy ,  is  the  Lord  of 
Hofs,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory  j  is  the 
language  of  heaven  in  a  tranfport.  And  the 
ineffable  glory  of  the  divine  nature  is  the  firft 
and  chief  thing,  which  ftrikes  the  mind  and 
charms  the  heart  of  him  that  is  enlightened. 
This  is  life  eternal ,  this  is  the  beginning  of 
heaven,  to  know  thee .  the  only  true  God,  and  Je- 
fus  Chrifl  whom  thou  hajl  fent . 

A  view  of  an  abfolutely  perfedl,  an  infinitely 
glorious  and  amiable  being,  at  the  head  of  the 
univerfe,  prefents  before  the  mind  an  all-fuffi- 
cient  good  ;  a  glorious  and  ravifhing  fight,  to  a 
poor,  orphan,  felf-ruined  creature,  in  want  of 
all  things  :  And  a  fight  never  before  feen,  and 
indeed  no  where  elfe  to  be  feen,  in  heaven  or 
earth.  The  joys,  which  are.  the  native  refult  of 
this  view,  no  words  can  fully  exprefs.  It  is  joy 
unfpeakable  and  jull  of  glory ,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25. 
Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is 
none  on  earth  that  I  dejire  befides  thee.  For, 

As,in  divineillumination,themindis  thorough¬ 
ly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  ;  fo  it 
appears  to  the  foul  both  that  God  can  confid¬ 
ently  with  his  honour,  and  that  he  is  willing, 
to  receive  to  favour,  any,  the  moll  naked,  for¬ 
lorn,  wretched,  guilty,  ill-deferving,  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  which  fliall  come  unto  God  by  jefus 
Chrifl  ;  and  to  become  a  God,  and  father,  and 
friend,  and  portion,  to  them  through  him.  Which 
is  to  fee  even  God  himfelf,  the  infinitely  glori¬ 
ous  God,  the  fupreme  good,  prefented  to  his 
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choice,  through  Jefus  Chrifl,  as  the  portion  of 
his  foul.  All  things  are  ready ,  come  unto  the 
marriage.  It  appears  to  be  a  feajl.  He  makes 
no  excufe.  Hut,  like  tire  man  in  JVIatt.  xiii.  aa, 
who,  having  found  a  treafure  hid  in  a  field ,'  for 
joy  thereof,  he  goeth  and  felleth  all  that  he  hath, 
and  huyeth  that  field.  And  fo  he  drinks  of  that 
■water,  fpoken  of  in  Joh.  iv.  10—14,  which, 
whojotver  dnnketh,Jhall  never  thirjl.  And  when 
he  comes  fenfibly  to  have  God  for  his  God, 
father  and  portion,  he  is  happier  than  if  all  the 
world  were  his  own.  Hab.  Hi.  1?,  18.  Al¬ 
though  the  fig-tree  Jhall  not  blofjom,  neither  Piatt 
f  ruit  be  m  the  vines,  &c.  Yet  /  will  rejoice  in  the 
-of  a-,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation. 
Therejore  faid  the  apoftle  to  the  primitive  chrif- 
tians,  not  in  the  dealt  dejefted  for  his  part  al-  ' 
though  then  a  prifoner  at  Rome,  and  his  con¬ 
verts  m  a  date  of  perfecution,  Rejoice  in  the 

Lordr  flfays  ••  4n d  again  /  fay.  Rejoice.  Be 
caref  ul  for  nothing,  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer 
and  fuf plication  with  thankfgiving,  let  your  re- 
quejf  be  made  known  unto  God.  And  the  peace  of 
God,  which  paffeth  all  undemanding,  /hall  keep 
your  hearts  and  minds  through  Jefus  Chrifl. 

r  h  •  4’  V'  „F°r’  10  choofing  God  for  our 

fupieme  good,  all  earthly  idols  are  refisned, 

ZuliZ  Vd  Up  ^  h£aVen  ;  and’ if  §race 

-flonnfhes  in  our  hearts,  our  comforts  will  remain, 

is  fnnnd^  ‘h”*8®  S°  3S  ^  W'lf-  -Befides,  it 
;.J  nd>  CXj™Ce’  that  it  is  good  to  be  af 

ajffliacloni  work  the  peaceable  fruits 
■f  ^hteof fiefs  ;  for  all  things  work  together  for 
.good  to  -them  that  love ■  God.  And  fo  the  heart  is 
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reconciled  to,  yea,  rejoiceth  in  God’s  ways  to¬ 
ward  the  children  of  men  in  this  life.  Befides, 
To  fee  an  abfolutely  perfeCt,  an  infinitely 
glorious  and  amiable  being,  at  the  head  of  the 
univerfe,  is  matter  of  unfpeakable  joy.  Both 
becaufe  it  is  an  honour  due  to  him,  who  is  by 
nature  God,  to  be  fupreme,  to  take  the  throne, 
to  rule  and  reign,  and  to  be  worfhipped  as  God  : 
And  becaufe  it  is  infinitely  to  the  advantage  of 
the  intellectual  fyftenvto  be  under  a  govern¬ 
ment,  in  its  own  nature  abfolutely  perfect.  Pfal. 
xcvii.  i.  The  Lord  reigneth ,  let  the  earth  rejoice; 
let  the  multitude  of  Ifles  be  glad  thereof ’.  Pfal. 

xevi.  i.  0  fmg  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong ,  fing 
unto  the  Lord  all  the  earth .  Ver.  4.  For  the 
Lord  is  great ,  and  greatly  to  be  praifed  ;  he  it 
to  be  feared  above  all  gods.  Ver.  8.  Give  unto 
,the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name.  Ver.  i-O. 
Say  among  the  heathen ,  The  Lord  reigneth.  Ver. 
11,  12,  13.  Let  the  heavens  rejoice ,  and  let  the 
earth  be  glad  ;  let  the  Jea  roar  and  the  fulnefs 
thereof ;  let  the  fcld  be  j^jful  and  all  that  is 
therein.  Then  fiall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  re¬ 
joice  before  the  Lord  :  For  he  xometh  to  judge 
the  earth  :  He  fiall  judge  the  earth  with  mght- 
cov fiefs ,  and  the  people  with  his  truth.  Pfal. 
cxlviii.  Praife  ye  tlx  Lord..  Praife  ye  the  Lord 
from  the  heavens  .*  Praife  him  m  the  heights  . 
Praife  him  all ye  his  angels  :  Praife  him  all  his 
hojts,  &c.  Sec.  For  his  name  alone  is  excellent , 
fus  rlory  is  above  the  earth  and  heaven ,  Sec.  Be- 

fldcs,  ,  .  a  , 

A  view  of  the  divine  law,  as  holy,  jult  ana 

good,  a  glorious  law?  and  of  vindictive  juftice 
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as  a  beauty  in  the  divine  chara£ier.  difpels  thofc 
black,  gloomy,  blafphemous  thoughts,  which  are 
apt  to  haunt  benighted  fouls,  and  gradually  leads 
the  mind  to  difcern  the  holinefs,  juftice  and 
goodnefs,  of  God’s  general  plafl  of  government- 
as  reprefented  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  from  the 
fall  of  angels,  down  to  the  day  of  judgment, 
and  through  eternal  ages;  Whereby  a  heavenly 
leremty  and  joy  fpreads  through  the  fouls  of 
the  laints,  to  fee  all  God’s  ways  to  be  right  ;  and 
even  thole  parts  of  his  conduQ,  which,  to  i^any, 
appear  to  horrible,  to  be  really  beautiful  in 
themselves,  worthy  of  God,  and  to  bis  eternal 
honour  _  Of  whom,  and  by  whom,  and  to  whom, 

are  al»  trang  ;  to  whom  be  glory  forever.  Amen 
Rom.  xi.  36. 

Befides,  the  exceeding  great  glory  to  God 
and  good  to  the  faved,  which,  in  time  and  eter¬ 
nity,  are,  according  to  the  fcriptures,  to  refult 
from  the  incarnation,  life,  death,  refufreQion  and 
exaltation  of  the  Son  of  God,  is  an  inexhaufii- 
b!e  fource  of  joy  and  confolation,  to  thofe  who 

fnf  nT-7  enl#tencd  ;  as  they  are  deeply 
mterefted  in  the  honour  of  God  and  of  his  Son', 

and  in  the  welfare  of  his  holy  and  eternal  kim>- 
dom.  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheji,  on  earth  peace, 
and  good  will  toward  men,  was  the  joyful  fony  of 
the  heaveniy  hods,  at  the  birth  of  the  Saviour. 

S  ,\hc  hea,n,  of  a11  the  faints  echo  to  it  with 
inerrable  confolation.  Moreover, 

To  love  God,  to  ]oVe  his  holy  law,  to  feel 
every  anfwerable  affedion  toward  the  glorious 
Gofpe,  of  Telus  Chrtft,  to  prefent  and  offer  up 
eurlelves  a  living  facnfice  to  God.  to  love  the 


t 
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people  of  God,  to  love  all  mankind*  to  love  and 
forgive  enemies,  to  go  about  the  common  du¬ 
ties  of  life  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  as  his  fer- 
vants,  heavenly  minded,  of  a  meek  and  quiet 
fpirit,  compofed,  fedate,  with  our  loins  girded,  al¬ 
ways  watching  and  always  praying,  is  the  hap- 
pie  it  way  of  living  on  this  fide  heaven.  The 
cxercife  of  thefe,  and  all  the*  other  graces  of 
the  chriftian  life,  is,  itfelf,  a  pleafure  divinely 
fweet*  Wifdom's  ways  are  pkafant ,  and  all  her 
paths  are  peace .  Prov.  iii.  17.  Great  peace  have 
they  that  love  thy  law  ;  and  nothing  Jhall  offend 
them.  Pfal.  cxix.  165.  In  a  word,  a  humble, 
broken,  contrite  heart,  mortified  to  all  earthly 
goods,  and  fortified  againft  all  earthly  evils,  and 
tifed  to  converfe  with  the  Deity,  is  attended 
with  pleafurcs  unfpeakably  preferable  to  all  this 
world  can  boaft. 

Thus  divine  illumination  lays  the  foundation 
for  chriftian  graces  and  chriftian  comforts. 
They  are  connected  together  in  the  experiences 
of  the  faints,  juft  as  they  are  in  the  promiies  of 
God’s  word.  For  all  the  promifes  of  God  are 
.in  Chrift,  yea,  and  amen.  Come  unto  me  all  ye 
that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden ,  and  I  will  give 
you  rejl .  Take  my  yoke  upon  you ,  and  learn  cf 
mt)  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart  ;  and  ye 
f hall  find  rejl  to  your  fouls .  Matt.  xi.  28,  29. 
For  thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One ,  that  inhab - 
iteth  eternity ,  whofe  name  is  Holy ,  I  dwell  in  the 
high  and  holy  place  ;  with  him  alfo .  that  is  of  a 
contrite  and  humble  fpirit  ;  to  revive  the  fpirit 
of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite 
ones.  Ifai.  lvii.  15.  For  he  that  humbleth  him - 
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felf  Jliall  be  exalted.  Luk.  xviii.  14.  He  that 
hath  my  commandments  and  keepeth  them ,  he  it  is 
that  loveth  me  :  And  he  that  loveth  me,Jhall  be  lov¬ 
ed  of  my  Father  ;  and  I  will  love  him ,  and  man - 
ifejt  myj elf  unto  him .  Job.  xiv.  21.  Thus  chrif- 
tian  graces  and  chrifitian  comforts  go  together. 
And  if  the  graces  and  comforts  of  the  faints  are 
at  any  time  in  a  languishing  ftate,  it  is  owing  to 
their  fpiritual  blindnefs,  which  is  altogether  of  a 
criminal  nature  ;  and  fo  the  fault  is  entirely 
their  own  :  For  the  truths  exhibited  to  view  in 
the  Gofpel,  beheld  in  their  glory,  are  fufficient 
to  make  their  graces  and  comforts  always  abound. 
And,  if  the  graces  and  comforts  of  the  faints  arc - 
in  a  flourifhing  hate,  it  is  entirely  owing  to  fpir¬ 
itual  light,  or  a  fenfe  of  the  glory  of  divine  truths 
communicated  to  them  from  God,  of  his  mere 
felf-moving goodnefs  and  infinite  grace,  through 
jefus  Chrift,  to  creatures  infinitely  unworthy  ; 
and  fo  all  the  glory  is  due  to  him,  of  whom,  and 
by  whom ,  and  to  whom  arc  all  things 5  to  vjhom  be. 
glory  forever.  Amen. 

Thus  we  have  taken  a  view,  a  very  brief, 
general,  imperfedi  view,  of  the  effe&s  of  divine 
illumination  ;  and  may  now  conclude  this  fee- 
toon  with  a  few  remarks. 

1.  The  graces  ■  and  joys -of  faints  on  earth, 
and  faints  in  heaven,  are  of  the  fame  nature. 
The  fame  kind  of  holinefs  and  happinefs  is  be¬ 
gun  in  divine  illumination  in  thisi  world,  as  faints 
are  poffefled  of  in  heaven,  only  in  a  much  low¬ 
er  degree.  Eternal  life  is  begun  in  them.  Joh, 
xvii.  3.  I  hey  are  pofj'ed  from  death  to  life .  joh. 

24*  I  hey  begin  to  live.  They  begin  to 
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view  things,  and  feel  toward  them,  as  they  do 
in  heaven.  The  fame  light,  which  now  fhines, 
will  Jhine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfeB  day . 
Prov.  iv.  18.  At  firft  it  is  very  frnall,  like  a 
grain  of  mufiard  feed  ;  but  it  is  of  the  fame 
kind  with  that  perfe&  holinefs  and  happinefs 
which  is  above.  And  fo  it  is  an  earnef  of 
heaven.  Eph.  i.  14.  Yea,  it  is  of  the  fame  kind 
with  the  perfect  holinefs  and  happinefs  of  Jefus 
Chrift  their  head.  For  they  ar ^  made  partakers 
of  the  divine  nature .  2  Pet.  i.  4.  Of  his  julnefi f 
they  all  receive  and  grace  [or  grace,  ]oh.  i.  16. 
For  he  is  the  vine ,  and  they  are  the  branches  ; 
Job.  xv.  all  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit,  and 
poffeiTed  of  the  fame  kind  of  life.  And,  indeed, 
there  is  but  one  kind  of  true  holinefs  in  the 
univerfe,  whether  viewed  in  God  the  Father, 
or  in  Ghrifi  the  Mediator,  or  in  faints,  who  are 
members  of  Chrift.  God  is  the  original  foun¬ 
tain  and  ftandard  of  true  holinefs  ;  the  moral* 
law  is  a  tranfeript  of  Gods  moral  perfections, 
the  very  image  of  his  heart  ;  a  perfeft  con¬ 
formity  to  this  law,  through  the  greateft  tri¬ 
als,  in  life' and  death,  conliituted  the  mediato¬ 
rial  perfect  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  our 
representative  and  our  pattern  ;  and  that  holi¬ 
nefs  in  believers,  wherein  they  rcfemble  jefus 
Chrift,  con  hits  in  conformity  to  this  fame  law. 
And  herein  it  is  diftinguifned  from  every  coun¬ 
terfeit  in  the  world'.  Let  it  once,  therefore,  be* 
determined,' what  that  moral  character  is  which 
Cod  exhibits  of  himfelf  in  his  law,  and  wherein 
its  beauty  lies,  and  what  it  is  to  love  it,  as  the 
divine,  law  originally  required  of  mankind,  and 
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the  nature  of  true  holinefs  is  afcertained  beyond 
difpute.* 

And,  in  this  view,  it  appears,  with  a  ftriking 
evidence,  that  he  who*  never  beheld  the  glory 
of  the  divine  law,  never  had  any  relifh  for  holy- 
beauty,  or  love  to  ■  true  holinefs  in  his  heart  ; 
and  all  his  feeming  love  to  Chrift  is  nothing  but 
exercife  of  felfifh  affeHions,  occafioned  by  de- 
lulion,  together  with  ignorance  of  Chrift’s  true 
charafter.  For  the  holinefs  of  Chrift:  as  Medi¬ 
ator,  was  but  a  conformity  to  this  original  law  • 
and  if  the  law  was  not  glorious,'  neither  can 
there  be  any  glory  in  a  perfeft  conformity  there¬ 
to.  He,  therefore,  that  is  blind  to  the  beauty 
of  the  divine  law,  is  equally  blind  to  the  beauty 
of  Chrift,  and  equally  blind  to  the  beauty  of  the- 
divine  nature,  arid  indeed  to  all  holy  beau  tv  in 
the  univerfe  ;  whether  exifting  in  God,  or  Chrift, 
or  faints  ;  or  manifefted  in  any  part  of  the  holy 
fcripture,  or  in  any  part  of  the  divine  condufl 
which  ever  came  to  our  knowledge.  5 

2.  Unlefs  we  look  upon  the  vindiftive  juftice 
of  the  Deity,  as  a  beauty  in  the  divine  charac¬ 
ter,  no  chriftian  grace  can  be  exereifed,  or  chrif - 
mn  comfort  enjoyed.  For,  there  can  be  ‘  no 
chniuan  grace  without  love  to  God’s  real  char- 
afler,  nor  chriftian- comfort,  without  efteeminp 

i  ;LM;iCrarUhn-^ntS>  that  that  kind  of  holinefs  I  plead  for  is  that- 
*  r  °r  ln<:fs.’  whlch  the  Oivme  law  originally  required.  ««  The  rich' " 
uefs  of  the  original  hate  of  man.”  Farther  Defence,  p  22  < 

it  is  that  kind  of  holinefs,/ which  was  in  Tefus  Chrift  nnrl  W  u  •  -° 
hoav.n  And  I  readily  grant,  that  it  is  r^cificaily  different  ton  “h'i 
kmd  °f  holinefs  winch  he  pleads  for.  As  he  mai, Lins'  ‘‘  There  is  no 

he loveVme.”'  fLLLL  ived  °f  ™  »  belief  that 

there  be  two  kind,*  hilinL,  M  yL&tm"  ‘LLLLLL 
v«  both  ol  the  right  kind.  A  queltion  «fy  te  be  anfwered.  ’  4' 
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God  the  fupreme  good.  Bat  vindi&ive  juftice 
is  eflential  to  that  character  of  God,  which  is 
prefented  to  the  chriftian’s  view  in  the  crofs  of 
Chrift  ;  as  well  as  in  the  whole  of  the  divine 
conduCt,  from  the  fall  of  angels  down  to  the  day 
of  judgment. ;  And  one  bad  property,  entirely 
approved  of  and  conftantly  exercifed,  will  ren- 
der  any  moral  character  devoid  of  beauty.  And, 
if  there  is  no  moral  beauty  in  the  divine  char¬ 
acter,  he  is  neither  worthy  of  fupreme  love,  nor 
capable  of  being  the  fupreme>  good  to  holy 
ininds.  And,  if  there  is  no  love  to  God’s  char¬ 
acter,  nor  delight  in  him  as  the  fupreme  good,, 
there  is  no  chriftian  grace,  nor  chriftian  comfort. 

If  vindictive  juftice  is  not  a  beauty  in  the  di¬ 
vine  character,  then  it  will  follow,  that  there  is 
no  beauty  in  the  divine  nature,  no  beauty  in  the 
divine  law,  no  beauty  in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift, 
no  beauty  in  any  part  of  God’s  univerfal  plan 
of  government  ;  as  vindictive  juftice  fpreads 
through  and  is  eflential  to  the  whole.  And  fo, 
no  ground  or  reafon,  upon  the  whole,  for  any 
one  being  in  the  univerfe  to  love  God’s  char^ 
aCter,  or  rejoice  in  his  government  :  But  all 
reafon,  for  the  whole  intellectual  fyftem  to  wilh 
for  an  entire  revolution  in  God’s  empire,  to 
have  every  thing  turned  upfide  down,  and  p.ut> 
upon  a  new  footing,  and  under  another  regular 

tion. 

To  view  the  vindictive  juftice  of  the  divine 
nature,  as  a  beauty  in  the  divine  character,  is 
to  fee,  that  all  heaven  ought  forever  to  love  and 
adore  the  infinitely  glorious  Majefty,  for  pun- 
ilhing  fin  according  to  its  defert,  Rev.  xix  i—6> 
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And,  unlefs  it  appears  to  us  a  beauty  in  the  di¬ 
vine  conduQ  thus  to  punifh  fin,  we  fhall  be  at 
enmity  againft  his  whole  plan  of  government  ; 
and  can  never  underftandingly  and  from  the 
heart,  wifh  him  well,  or  wifh  any  oi  his  fubjeQs 
to  pay  him  honour  ;  unlefs  we  go  on  this  ftupid 
maxim,  “  If  I  am  fafe,  I  care  not  what  becomes 
of  others*”  And  even  this,  is  to  give  up  the 
honour  of  the  Deity,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of 
our  fellow-creatures  ;  and,  in  deed,  and  in  truth, 
«  to  wifh  well  to  none  but  ourfelves.”  And  thi^ 

*  is  really,  in  one  word,  the  life,  and  heart,  and 
foul,  of  all  the  religious  joys  any  experience, 
who  are  blind  to  the  beauty  of  the  divine  na¬ 
ture,  and  enemies  to  his  law  and  government* 
3.  Divine  truths  fpiritually  known,  i.  e.  feen 
in  their  divine  glory,  beget  and  excite  all  thofe 
holy  affeftions,  which  conftitute  the  chriftian 
charaQer,  even  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  divine 
truths,  held  forth  to  view,  from  the  beginning 
of  Genejis ,  to  the  end  of  the  Revelation ,  making 
up  one  harmonious,  confident,  beautiful  whole, 
hath  influence  in  this  affair,  to  beget  and  excite 
all  thofe  holy  affe6lions,  which  form  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  new  man  in  Chrijl  Jefus  ;  and  which 
lays  a  fure  foundation  for  that  holy  and  divine 
life,  which  agrees  with  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
Bible,  and  is  peculiar  to  the  true  followers  of 
the  Lamb.  It  is  granted,  that 

This  whole  fyftem  of  truths,  ever  fo  clearly 
feen,  by  a  mind  of  an  ill  tafte,  and  to  which  the 
whole  appears  very  difagreeable  and  odious,  will 
excite  diflike  and  hatred.  As  when,  17OO  years 
ago,  this  whole  fyftem  of  truths  was  exemplified 

1 
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in  the  character  of  Jefus  Chrift,  before  the  eyes 

°r  i  -  ^  WIC^cd  Jews,  who  the  more  they  knew 
f  him,  the  more  they  haled  him.  They  have 
bolajten  and  hated,  both  me  and  my  Father.  So 
the  fallen  angels,  the  more  they  know  of  the 
truths  contained  in  the  Bible,  the  more  they 
aate  them.  And  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  all  the 
children  of  difobedience,  who  are  left  of  God 
to  their  own  hearts’  lulls,  and  are  under  the  pow¬ 
er  or  the  prince  of  the  air,  led  captive  by  him 
at  his  wiii.  for  the  carnal  mind  being  at  en- 
Hiuy  againll  God,  is,  of  courfe,  equally  at  enmi¬ 
ty  again  ft  that  whole  fyllem  of  truth,  in  which 
his  true  character  is  exhibited.  And  it  is  this, 
which  renders  the  regenerating  influences  of  the 
~I°jy  Spirit  abfolutely  neceffary, in  order  that 
divine  truths  may  be  feen  in  fuch  a  light  as  to 
beget  and  excite  all  holy  affeCtions.  The  re¬ 
generating  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  not 
neceffary  to  make  falfe  fcheraes  of  religion  feem 
lovely  to  a  carnal  heart  :  Becaufe  fuch  fchemes 
arc  calculated  for  it,  and,  in  their  own  nature, 
are  adapted  to  fuit  carnal  hearts.  And  were 
the  feripture  fyllem  of  fentirnents  as  agreeable 
to  a  carnal  heart,  as  the  fyllem  of  fentirnents 
contained  in  falfe  fchemes,  it  might  appear 
agreeable  and  lovely,  and  excite  anfwerable  af¬ 
fections,  without  fuch  influences  ;  and  fo  the 
do&rine  of  regeneration,  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
might  have,  been  left  out  of  the  Bible,  juft  as  it 
is  out  of  all  falfe  fchemes.  But,  being  what  it  is, 
Except  a  man  is  born  again ,  he  cannot  fee  the  king¬ 
dom  oj  God.  The  Gofpel  will  be  hid  from  him. 
For  the  natural  man  difcemeth  not  the  things  of 
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the  Spirit  of  God .  Did  the  fum  and  fubftance 
of  the  Gofpel  confift  in  a  revelation,  that  there 
is  fergivenefs  with  God  for  impenitent  Jinners ,  or 
that  my  fins  in  particular  are  forgiven ,  I  might, 
without  the  regenerating  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  merely  from  felfdove,  be  ravifhed  with 
this.  Or,  did  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the 
Gofpel  confift  in  a  revelation,  that  fuch  a  civil, 
fober,  honeft  life,  will  entitle  me  to  heaven,  as 
my  prefent  comfort  and  worldly  intereft  natur¬ 
ally  excites  me  to,  I  might  be  pleafed  with  the 
Gofpel  revelation,  without  any  influences  from 
above  at  all.  And  the  like  may  be  faid  in  all 
fimilar  cafes.  Again, 

The  feripture  fyfiem  of  divine  truths  being 
one  harmonious  confiftent  whole,  the  true  di¬ 
vine  beauty  of  no  particular  truth  can  be  feen 
by  a  mind,  at  enmity  againft  any  part  of  the 
whole  fy Item  :  The  nature  of  every  particular 
divine  truth  being  -the  fame,  exaftiy  the  fame, 
as  the  nature  of  the  whole.  And  for  this  rea- 
fon,  it  is  as  ealy  to  dtfeern  the  beauty'  of  one  par¬ 
ticular  truth,  of  which  the  mind  has  a  clear  con¬ 
ception,  as  of  another  ;  one  being,  when  rightly 
underflood,  no  more  contrary  to  a  carnal  heart 
tnan  another.  For  inftance,  the  true  beauty  of 
divine  goodnefs  rightly  underflood,  is  as  remote 
from  the  fight  of  a  wicked  man,  as  the  true 
y  vinciftive  jutlice.  And  the  reafon  it 
feems  otherwife  to  many  wicked  men,  is  b^caufb 
their  notion  of  God’.' goodnefs,  and  of  God  s 
jufiice,  are  not  according  to  truth.  For,  in 
God  theie  tw'o  perfections  are  perfectly  harmo¬ 
nious.  Croo  s  fc  verity  againft  fin^  harmonizes 
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with  his  goodnefs  ;  and  his  goodnefs  harmo¬ 
nizes  with  his  feverity  againft  fin.  For,  God’s 
nature  is  in  perfeCi  harmony  with  itfelf.  But, 
wicked  men  are  very  apt  to  view  the  matter  in 
a  different  light;  and  fo,  while  they  hate  one 
perfection,  they  imagine  they  love  another. 
Or,  to  allude  to  the  Manichean  fcheme,  while 
they  hate  the  God  of  the  Old  Teftament,  they 
love  the  God  of  the  New  ;  or,  to  exprefs  the 
fame  thing  in  modern  language,  while  they  hate 
God  out  of  Chrift,  they  love  God  in  Chrift. 
But  all  this  is  wholly  owing  to  their  miftaking 
the  true  nature  of  things.  He  who  really  loves 
any  one  of  the  divine  perfections,  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of  its  real  lovclinels,  cannot  fail  to  love 
them  all,  and  he  who  is  blind  to  the  beauty  of 
one,  is  equally  blind  to  the  beauty  of  alh  For, 
in  ftribt  truth,  all  the  -moral  perfections  of  God 
are  really  but  one,  as  was  before  cbferved,  al¬ 
though  differently  denominated,  from  their 
different  exercifes  toward  various  objects.  1 
job.  i.  5.  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  dark - 
ncfs  at  all .  Perfect  in  beauty,  without  a  blem- 
ifh.  Deut.  xxxii.  4.  Ifai.  vi.  3.  Moreover, 
let  it  he  obferved  and  carefully  attended  to,  that 
All  divine,  truths,  in  general,  and  without  any 
one  exception,  are  fuited  to  beget  and  excite 
holy  affedions  in  divinely  enlightened  hauls* 
There  is  not  one  truth  in  the  whole  fcripture 
fcheme,  but  what  is  a  doftrine  according  to  go d- 
linefs .  1  Tim.  vi.  3.  And  all  jointly  unite 

their  influence  to  form  the  character  of  the  god¬ 
ly  man.  Rom.  vi.  17.  Ye  have  obeyed  from 
the  heart .  that  form  of  doctrine  which  was  dekv- 
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ered  you.  Is  God  reprefented,  in  fcripture,  as 
the  creator  and  Lord  of  all  things  ?  0  come  let  us 
rv or f hip  and  bow  down  ;  ht  us  kneel  before  - the 
Lord  our  Maker ,  is  the  effeB.  Pfal.  xcv.  6.  Is 
God  reprefented  as  the  governour  of  the  world, 
and  his  government  as  being  like  himfelf,  abfo- 
lutely  perfeB  ?  The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth 
rejoice let  tne  multitude  of  i.fles  be  glad  there¬ 
of,  isihe  effeB.  PLl.  xovii.  i.  Is  God  repre¬ 
sented  as  the  fupreme  good  ?  Whom  have  1  m 
heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  on  earth  /  de- 
M  befides  thee,  is  the  effeB.  Pfal.  lxxiii.  2<-. 
Is  God  s  law  reprefented  as  holy,  juft  and  good, 
a  peifeB  law  ?  The  law  oj  the  Lord  is  per f eft, 
converting  the  foul :  0  how  love  I  thy  law  /  it  is 
ny  meditation  all  the  day,  is  the  effeB.  Pfal  A  r 
8,  and  cx-ix.  97.  And,  doth  the  divine  law 
eaten  eternal  damnation  for  the  lead  defect  ? 
And,  is  it -reprefented  as  glorious  in  this  view  V 
Lai.  in.  io  2.  Cor  iii.  7,  9.  Thou  art  right¬ 
eous  when  thou  fpeakejl,  and  dear  when  thou  j£d<r- 

f  ;  °ff  moutkr  » -flopped ,  and  we fiand  guilty  be¬ 
fore  Goa  ;  and  I  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the 
law,  that  I  might  .live  to  God,  is  -the  effeB.  Rom. 

GA'  "•  l9-  If  there  no  other  name 
but  Chnfts  given  under  heaven,  whereby  men 
can  be  laved  ?  To  rejoice  in  Chrijl  fefus,  and 
have  no  confidence  m  the JleJh,  is  the  effeB.  Phil. 

m.  3.  Is  it  faid,  Be  ye  perfeB,  as  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  is  perfeB  ?  The  effeB  is  / 
count  not  myfelf  to  have  apprehended  ;  but  this 
one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  thofe  things  which  arc 
behind,  and  reaching  forth  toward  thofe  things 
wh<h  are  before,  Iprefi  tmard  the  Lari,  tor 

At  “  J 
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the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrif  Jc- 
fus.  Phil.  iii.  13,  14.  The  fame  might  be  faid 
of  every  divine  truth  in  the  whole  fcripture  fyf- 
tem  ;  for  they  are  all  of  them  doBrines  according 
Jo  godlinefs .  And,  therefore, 

We  may  eafily,  and  with  the  greateft  certain¬ 
ty,  anfwer  this  queftion  :  u  Are  men  regenerated 
by  the  law,  or  by  the  Gofpel  ?”  If,  by  regener¬ 
ated* ,  is  meant,  enabled  to  fee  the  holy  beauty  of  di¬ 
vine  truths,  we  are  regenerated  neither  by  the 
-law,  nor  by  the  Gofpel,  or  by  any  external 
means  or  inftruftions  whatfoever  ;  but  by  the 
immediate  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Matt, 
xi.  25.  Chap.  xvii.  17.  Joh.  vi.  45.  2  Cor. 

iv.  6.  If,  by  regenerated ,  is  meant,  holy  affee- 
lions  being  begotten  and  excited  in  the  . heart ,  in 
this  fenfe  we  are  regenerated  by  the  law,  and 
regenerated  by  the  Gofpel,  and  regenerated  by 
every  divine  truth  in  general.  Agreeable  to 
that  of  our  blefled  Saviour,  Joh.  xvii.  SanBify 
them  through  thy  truth ,  thy  word  is  truth .  For 
the  divine  law  is  God’s  word,  as  much  as  the 
Gofpel.  Every  divine  truth  is  the  word  of  God. 
To  fav,  that  there  are  forne  particular  divine 
truths,  which,  although  known,  do  not  beget  and 
excite  in  us  holy  affeQions  anfwerable  to  their 
nature,  is  to  fay,  that  there  are  fome  divine 
truths,  which  we  do  not  love  ;  which  is  to  fay, 
that  we  are  hypocrites. 

ObjcB .  But  does  not  St.  Paul  fay,  I  have  be¬ 
gotten  you  through  the  Gofpel  ? 

Anfw.  Very  true.  And  does  not  David  fay. 
The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the  foul  ? 
Only  understand  thole  texts  in  a  confiitency 
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with  each  other,  and  you  may  be  a  conftftent 
chriftian.  But  if  the  character  of  God,  as  exhib¬ 
ited  in  the  law,  appears  odious  to  you,  and  ex¬ 
cites  hatred  and  heart-rifings  ;  while  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  God,  which  you  imagine  to  be  exhibited 
in  the  Gofpel,  appears  lovely,  and  excites  love 
and  joy  ;  you  are  not  a  chriftian  ;  you  are  a 
manichean  ;  you  hate  the  God  of  the  Old  Tef- 
rament,  and  love  the  God  of  the  New.  And 
fo  you  have  two  God’s,  of  chara£iers  effentially 
different.  But  St.  Paul’s  Gofpel  was  built  on 
this,  as  a  fundamental  maxim,  That  God’s  char¬ 
acter,  as  exhibited  in  the  law,  was  perfedl  in 
beauty,  without  a  blemifh.  For,  to  do  honour 
to  this  character,  according  to  St.  Paul,  the  Son 
of  God  became  incarnate  and  died  on  the  c rofs-, 
even  to  declare  his  Fathers  righteonfnefs ,  that  he 
might  he  jujl ,  and  yet  the  jujlfer  the  believer . 
St.  Paul’s  Gofpel  comprifed  the  whole  fyftem  of 
divine  truths,  in  their  proper  arrangement,  in 
perfefl  harmony.  To  be  begotten  by  his  GoB 
pel,  is  to  have  holy  affeftions,  anfwerable  to  that 
whole  fyftem,  excited  in  us  ;  and  fo,  to  become, 
not  manicheans,  but  confident  chriftians ;  obey  ■ 
ing  from  the  heart  that  form  oj  doctrine  which  he 
delivered .  And  even  reafon  teaches,  that  h 
r-p.uft  be  fov  For, 

If  divinely  enlightened  fouls  have  a  relifh  fox- 
holy  beauty,  for  fuch  beauty  as  there  is  in  God’s 
real  character  ;  then,  every  divine  truth,  as  it 
exhibits  his  real  charaQer,  will,  if  it  comes  into 
our  view,  appear  beautiful  ;  and  will  accord- 
ingly,  beget  and  excite  holy  affeflions  anfwera¬ 
ble  to  its  nature.  But3  the  divine  law  gives  a 
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}eiy  flight  exhioition  of  God’s  real  character, 
in  its  precepts,  promifes  and  threatnings,  as  they 
are  holy,  juft  and  good,  a*tranfcript  of  the  holi- 
nefs,  jufiice  and  goodnefs  of  the  divine  nature, 
the  very  image  of  his  heart.  The  divine  lav/, 
therefore,  is  failed,  in  its  own  nature,  to  excite 
holy  afleQions,  in  the  divinely  enlightened  foul, 
as  well  as  the  croft  of  Chrift.  And,  in  fa  a,  it 
does  fo,  from  the  very  moment  his  eyes  begin 
to  be  opened  at  converfion,  until  they  are  per- 
ie&!y  opened  in  heaven.  The  law  of  the  Lord 
ts  ptrfeH ,  converting  the  foul  :  The  fa'utes  of  the 
Lord  are  right ,  rejoicing  the  heart .  The  judg¬ 
ments  of  the  Lit d  are  true  and  righteous  altogetk - 
rr,  more  to  he  defined  than  geld,  yea  than  much 
Jme gold  :  Sweeter  et  fo  than  honey ,  and  the  honey 
corah.  Pfal.  xix.  7—10. 

Object .  “  But  what  occafion  was  there,  then, 
for  the  death  of  Chrift  ?” 


Anfw.  1.  Abfolutely  none  at  all,  under  a  no¬ 
tion  the  law  was  too  levere,  a  bad,  an  unamia- 
ble  law,  and  we  the  abufed,  injured  party,  that 
by  his  death  lie  might  purchafe  for  us  the  relie 
which  was  our  due,  and  fo  pacify  our  embitter¬ 
ed,  angry  minds,  which  had  been  exafperated 
againft  the  Deity,  the  lawgiver,  and  bring  us  to 
have  a  good  thought  of  God,  as  being  <fi  alto¬ 
gether  made  up  of  love  to  us  and,  in  this 
view,  to  be  reconciled  to  him,  againft  whom, 
viewed  as  exhibited  in  bis  holy  law,  “  we  are 
full  of  hatred  and  heart-rifings,  in  fpite  of  our 
hearts.”  To  believe  the  Son  of  God  died  for 
this  purpofe,  to  view  his  death  in  this  light,  and 
to  grow  devout  in  fuch  a  view,  is  as  bad  as 
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downright  infidelity.  And  fiich  a  religion,  re 
fulting  from  thefe  blafphemous  views,  mult  b< 
infinitely  provoking  to  the  Deity.  No  Ameri¬ 
can  pagan,  no  African  hottentot,  ever  efpoufed 
a  fcheme  of  religion,  more  abfurd  in  itfelf,  or 
more  impious  in  its  nature.  “  What  occafion 
was  there,  then,  for  the  death  of  Chrift  ?” 

2.  What  occafion  P”  A  furprifingly  ftupid 
queftion  !  When,  as  the  beauty  of  the  divine 
law,  and  the  tranfcendent  beauty  and  glory  of 
the  divine  chara&er  as  exhibited  in-the  law,  was 
the  occafion,  the  great  occafion,  the  only  occa¬ 
fion,  of  the  death  of  an  incarnate  God,  in  the 
room  of  a  God-defpiflng,  God-hating  world,  that 
hereby  he  might  vindicate  the  divine  character, 
declare  it  to  be  right,. and  give  a  publick  proof, 
the  greateft  which  could  have  been  given,  that 
the  law  was  holy,  juft  and  good,  to  the  end  that, 
confidently  with  the  honour  of  his  character  and 
government,  and  to  the  glory  of  his  grace,  God 
mignt  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy, 
open  the  eyes  of  the  elect,  and  bring  them  to 
repent  and  return  to  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  in  his  name,  and  limply  on  his  account, 
^  ^  ncl  fave  them  with  an  everlafting  falva* 
jion.  And,  befides,  this  very  view  of  the  di¬ 
vine  law,  is  the  very  thing  which  leads  the  en¬ 
lightened  ioui  to  fee  iisneed  of  Chrift’satonement,: 
i(or,  no  man  can  fee  his  need  of  the  atonement' 
of  Chrift,  to  .do  honour  to  the-  divine  law,  unlefs 
he  fees  that  which  renders  it  needful  :  But,  the 
excellency  and  honourablenefs  of  the  divine 
law,  which  we.  had  diflionoured,  was  the  only 
thing,  which  rendered  the  atonement  of  Chriii 
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needful,  in  order  to  our  falvation.  If  the  law 
had  not  been  a  glorious  law,  and  worthy  of  this 
honour,  there  had  been  no  need,  no  occafion 
for  the  death  of  Chrift,  in  order  to  our  falvation3 
as  has  been  before  proved.  But,  to  return. 

All  holy  affeftions,  I  fay,. are  begotten  and 
excited  by  the  truth.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
all  faife  fchemes  of  religion,  their  love  and  joy, 
and  all  their  devout  affe£tions,  in  which  a  car¬ 
nal  heart  is  fo  much  pleafed,  are  begotten  and 
excited  by  a  lie  ;  a  lie  invented  to  pleafe  a  car¬ 
nal  heart.  I  fay,  in  all  faife  fchemes  of  religion. 
And  this  is  the  reafon  that  faife  fchemes  of  re¬ 
ligion  are  adhered  to,  by  deluded  Turners,  with 
fuch  an  invincible  obftmaey.  They  fuit  their 
carnal  hearts-:  But  they; hate  the  truth.  And, 
therefore,  in  the  apoftolick  age,  while  the  apol- 
tles  were  yet  alive,  with  all  their  infpiration, 
their  miracles,  their  zeal,  their  tears,  they  could 
not  help  the  matter  ;  but,  in  fpite  of  all  they 
could  do,  it  in  fad  was,  as  St.  Paul  told  Timo¬ 
thy,  Evil  men  and  [educe rs  f hall  wax'worfe  and 
worfe ,  deceiving ,  and  being  deceived .  2  Tim, 

iii.  13. 

Yea,  fuch  is  the  nature  of  mankind,  and  fuch 
the  nature  of  our  holy  religion,  that  nothing  can 
be  done  to  purpofe,  in  propagating  true  Chril- 
iianity,  without  divine  influences  from  above. 
The  experiment  has  been  made,  and  thorough¬ 
ly  made.  Our  blelfed  Saviour  preached  at  Co - 
razin ,  Bethfaida ,  and  Capernaum ,  and  fpake  as 
never  man  fpake,  and  wrought  many  miracles 
before  their  eves  ;  but  not  fo  much  as  one  of 
his  hearers  were  brought  to  repentance,  by  all 
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his  preaching  and  miracles,  thofe  only  excepted* 
to  whom  God*  by  his  Spirit,  internally  revealed 
the  truth  in  its  glory.  Yea,  our  Saviour  had 
no  expectation  to  make  converts  by  the  force 
of  preaching  and  miracles  :  He  even  laid  it 
down  for  a  maxim,  that  no  man  comes  to  the  Son 
hit  whom  the  Father  draws.  Without  divine 
teaching,  he  knew,  that  all  external  inftruCtion 
would  be  ineffectual.  But  he  always  laid  all 
the  blame  at  the  Tinner’s  door.  Matt.  xi.  20—25. 
Joh.  vi.  44.  Chap.  viii.  42 — 47.  Chap.  xv.  22, 
Matt.  xxii.  1 — 7. 

So,  likewife,  the  apoftle  Paul,  of  mere  men 
the  bell:  preacher  that  ever  lived,  let  him  preach 
in  the  dcmonflration  of  the  Spirit  and  power ,  let 
him  travail  in  birth  for  his  hearers,  and  reafon 
out  of  the  fcripturesi  and  add  miracles  to  his  ar¬ 
guments,  it  was  all  the  fame  ;  the  Jews  were 
provoked,  and  the  Gentiles  laughed  ;  Chrift  cru¬ 
cified  was  a  ftumbling-block  to  the  one,  and 
foolifhneis  to  the  other.  Nor  did  he  ever  make 
one  finccre  convert,  to  Chriftianity  in  his  life, 
merely  by  the  force  of  external  means*  Nay! 
after  long  experience,  he  publickly.  declared  to 
the  world,  that  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the 
uungs  oj  the  Sprit  of  God,  for  they  are  fooli/h- 
nejs  unto  him  ;  neither  can  he  know  them ,  hecaufe 
they  are  fpintually  difeerned.  Mean  while,  the 
falie  teachers,  who  hated  St.  Paul,  could  make 
converts  thick  and  fait,  fincere  converts  to  their 
folfe  fchemes,  among  gracelefs  profeffors,  whole 
hearts,  like  tinder,  Itood  ready  to  catch  the  falfe 
lire,  which  they  communicated.  A  carnal  heart 
aiay  love  a  falfe  Golpel,  Among  the  great  varies 
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ty  of  falfe  fchemes, perhaps  there  is  no  carnal  heart 
but  may  find  fome  one  to  his  mind.  If  not* 
he  can  invent  one  of  his  own,  exaftly  to  fuit 
his  tafte.  But,  no  unregenerate  man  will  love 
the  truth.  Neither  arguments  nor  miracles  will 
bring  him  to  it. 

4.  What  has  been  faid,  may  lead  us  to  fee3 
what  St.  Paul  means  by  the  calling ,  the  holy  call¬ 
ings  the  heavenly  callings  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Chi  if  Jefu$s  which  he  fpeaks  of  as  common 
to  all  true  faints,  and  peculiar  to  them  alone.  1 
Cor.  i.  26.  2  Tim.  i.  9.  Heb.  iii.  1.  Phil.  iii.  * 
14.  Speaking  of  this  callings  in  Rom.  viii.  28, 
he  fays,  We  know  that  all  things  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  Gods  to  them  who  are 
called  according  to  his  purpofe .  And  again* 
ver.  30,  Whom  he  did  predeftinate ,  them  he  alfo 
called  ;  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo 
j fifed  ;  and  whom  he  juf fed .  them  he  alfo 
glorified .  And,  in  1  Cor.  i.  23,  24,  We  preach 
Chrift  crucifteds  unto  the  Jews  a  fiumb  ling-blocks 
and  unto  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs  ;  but  to  them  that 
are  called,  Chrift  the  power  of  God ,  and  the 
wifdom  of  God.  Compared  with  ver.  18.  The 
preaching  of  the  crcfs  is  to  them  that  peri  si* 
fooli/hnefs  ;  but  unto  us  ivho  are  saved,  it  is  the 
power  of  God .  Compared  with  1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  for  they  are  foohfnnefs  un¬ 
to  him  ;  neither  can  he  know  Mm,  becaife  they 
arc  fp  iritually  difccrned.  Ver.  15.  But  he  that 
is  spiritual  judgeth  all  things .  Compared 
with  Rom.  viii.  9.  If  any  man  have  not  the  spir¬ 
it  of  Chrift ;  he  is  none  of  his .  Compared  alfo 
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with  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  If  our  Gofpel  is  kid,- it  is 
hid  to  them  that  are  lost.  Ver.  4.  In  whom  the 
God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them 
that  believe  not ,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gof- 
pel  of  Chrif,  who  is  the  image,  of  God,  fioicld 
fune  unto  them.  Ver.  6.  For  he  who  command¬ 
ed  the  light  to  fune  out  of  darknef,.  hath  fined 
in  our  hearts ,  to  give  the  light  op  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrif. 
Compared  with  1  ThefT.  i.  5.  For  our  Gofpel 
came  not  unto  you  in  word  only ,  but  alfo  in  power, 
ami  m  the  Holy  Ghofyand  in  much  afurance . 
Chap.  ii.  13.  When  ye  received  the  word  of  God 
which  ye  heard  of  us,  ye  received  it  not  as  the 
word  of  man ,  but  (as  it  is  in  truth)  the  word  of 
G&d,  which  effectually  worketh  alfo  in  you  that  be¬ 
lieve,  Compared  with  Matt.  xiii.  23.  He  that 
received  feed  into  good  ground ,  is  he  that  heareth 
the  word  and  un  d  erst  and  eth  it,  which  alfo 
heareth  fruit .  Explained  by  2.  Cor  iii.  18.  We 
all  with  open  face ,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the 

glory  of  the  Lord ,  are  changed  into  the  fame  ini- 
age. 

When  the  apoftles  went  forth,  according  to 
their  Matter’s  commiffion,  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  every  creature,  they  flrft  declared,  explained, 
and  proved,  the  great  truths  they  had  to  deliv¬ 
er,  commending  themfelves  to  every  man’s  con- 
fcience  in  the  fight  of  God  :  Then  they  called 
upon  their  hearers  to  repent  and  believe  the  Gof¬ 
pel,  to  repent  and  be  baptized  m  the  name  of  Je¬ 
fus,  to  repent  and  he  converted,  to  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrif,  to  repent  and  turn  to  God , 
faying.  All  things  are  ready ,  conic  unto  the  war- 
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riage*  Many  who  heard  thefe  things,  who  had 
this  external  call,  made  light  of  it,  and  went 
their  wrays,  one  to  his  farm,  another  to  his  mer¬ 
chandize,  others  mocked,  and  others  were  enrag¬ 
ed.  Thus  many  were  called ,  who  did  not  come. 
For  their  eyes  were  blind,  that  they  could  not  fee, 
a:nd  their  ears  were  heavy,  that  they  could  not 
hear.  But,  as  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal 
life,  believed.  The  eleftion  obtained, and  the  reft 
were  blinded.  For,  whom  he  didpredejlinate  them 
he  aljo  called.  And  thrfe  all,  with  open  face, 
beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  were 
changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory. 

Whom  he  did  predeftinale  them  he  aljo  call¬ 
ed.  He,  that  is,  God.  God  himfelf  called  them-. 
As  it  is  written,  They  Jhall  be  all  taught  of  God. 
God  himfelf  revealed  thefe  things  to  them.  Matt, 
xi.  25.  Opened  the  whole  Gofpel  way  of  life 
in  its  divine  glory  to  their  fouls  ;  and  fo  gave 
them  to  fee,  that  it  was  in  truth,  the  word  of 
God.  In- which  view,  the  call  of  the  Gofpel  to 
repent  and  be  converted,  to  turn  to  God  through 

*'  Mr.  Sandeman,  imagining  that  there  is  forgivenefs  with  God, 
through  the  atonement,  tor  impenitent  tinners,  while  fucn,  would  not 
have  tinners  calltd  upon  in  th^apoftolick  language,  Riper, /  and  te  con¬ 
verted,  that  your  jins  maffte  blotted  out  ;  or,  in  the  language  of  our  Saviour, 
Come,  for  all  things  are  ready .  Rather,  he  would  have  preachprs  only 
endeavour  to  hold  forth  evidence  to  convince  Tinners,  that  there  is  far- 
givenefs  with  God  for  impenitent  tinners,  while  fuc.h.  A  patlive  be¬ 
lief  of  which,  he  fays,  begets  hope  that  I  am  pardoned*  And  this  hope 
begets  love  to  this  doctrine  of  forgivenefs,  which  thus  relieves  me  ;  m 
which,  he  fays,  all  godlinefs  conlilU*  And  thus,  as  no  aft,  exercife,  or 
exertion,  of  the  human  mind,  is  requifite  in  order  to  pardon  on  his 
fsheme,  fo  the  tinner  is  to  be  called  to  no  aft,  exercife,  or  exertion 
whatfoever.  And,  therefore,  he  entirely  excludes  the  call  of  the  GofpeL 
And  as  the  external  call  of  the  Gofpel  is  left  out  of  his  fcherne,  fo  alfo 
is  the  internal  call.  And  a  patlive  belief  that  there  is  forgivenefs  with- 
God  for  impenitent  Turners,  and  a  hope  that  I  am  forgiven,  fupply  the 
place  of  that  effectual  calling  which  was  effentiai  to  the  apoflolick  fcherne, 
Sec  his  Letters  on  'liter on,  and  to  Mr,  Pike * 
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jefus  Chrift,  could  not  fail  to  be  effectual.  They 
beheld  the  Gofpel  in  its  glory,  they  believed  it 
to  be  true,  every  anfwerable  affefction  was  be¬ 
gotten  in  their  hearts,  they  exercifed  repentance 
toward  God,  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  they  loved  the  Gofpel,  they  loved  the 
brethren,  they  loved  all  mankind,  they  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  part  with  all  things,  and  even  joyfully  to  lay 
down  their  lives  for  the  truth.  And,  whom  he  call¬ 
ed  them  he  alfo  juftified,  and  whom  he  juftified 
them  be  alfo  glorified.  For  nothing  could  ever 
feparate  them  from  the  love  of  God.  neither  trib¬ 
ulation,  nor  diltrefs,  nor  perfecution,  nor  famine, 
nor  nakedneis,  nor  peril,  nor  fword  :  N#y,  in  all 
thefe  things  they  were  more  than  conquerors, 
through  him  who  loved  them.  For, the  fame  mind 
was  in  them  that  was  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  which 
carried  him  through  all  the  labours  of  his  life, 
and  fufferings  of  his  death.  For,  the  fpirit  of 
Chrift  dwelt  in  them,  and  they  were  able  to  do  all 
things,  through  Chrift  (Lengthening  them.  And 
thus,  this  was  the  true  nature  of  Chrift’s  holy 
religion  in  ancient  times,  in  the  apoftolick  age. 

And  thus  we  have  confidered  the  nature  and 
glory  of  the  Gofpel,  the  nature  and  confequen- 
ces  of  fpirittm  bhndnefs,  and  the  nature  and 
effects  of  divine  illumination,  as  was  propofed  : 
And  nothing  now  remains,  but,  in  as  few  words 
as  poffible,  to  point  out  the  fundamental  princi¬ 
ples  on  which  all  the  reafonings  in  this  Etfay  arc 
built,  and  to  fhew  that  we  mutt  come  into  this  fyf- 
tem  of  fentiments,  or  turn  infidels,  or,  with  here- 
ticks  of  old,  be  in  confident,  and  fo  felf  condemn¬ 
ed.  And  this  (hall  be  attempted  in  the  conclusion* 
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The  C  O  N  C  L  U  S  I  O  N. 

There  is  no  confijlent  Medium  between  ancient 
Afiojlolick  Christianity  and  Infidelity. 

IF  the  judicious,  candid  reader,  will  now  flop, 
look  back,  and  review,  from  beginning  to 
end,  the  foregoing  Effay,  he  will  find  the  whole 
fyftem  of  fentiments  contained  in  it,  all  natural¬ 
ly  founded  in,  and  refulting  from,  thefe  three 
proportions. 

Prop.  I.  The  great  God,  the  creator,  pre- 
ferver,  Lord  and  goverour  of  the  world,  is  an 
abfolutely  perfeQ;,  an  infinitely  glorious  and 
amiable  being,  the  fupreme  good,  infinitely  wor¬ 
thy  of  fupreme  love  and  honour,  and  univerfal 
obedience,  from  his  creature  man. 

Prop.  II.  The  divine  law,  which  requires 
this  of  us,  on  pain  of  eternal  death,  is  holy,  juft 
and  good,  a  glorious  law  ;  worjJav  to  be  magni¬ 
fied  and  kept  in  honour  in  Go^’s.government. 

Prop.  III.  The  defign  of  tne  mediatorial 
office  and  work  of  the  Son  of  God  incarnate, 
was  to  do  honour  to  the  divine  law,  and  there¬ 
by  open  a  way,  in  which  God  might  call,  and 
finners  might  come  to  him,  and  be  received  to 
favour,  and  entitled  to  eternal  life,  confidently 
with  the  honour  of  the  divine  government. 

If  thefe  three  proportions  are  true,  then  that 
whole  fcheme  of  fentiments,  which  neceffarily 
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refults  from  them,  muft  be  equally  true.  To 
grant  the  propositions,  and  to  deny  their  necef- 
fary  confequences,  is  to  be  inconfiftent.  And 
he,  who  denies  the  firfi  proportion,  that  is,  the 
exiftence  of  an  ablblutely  perfect  being,  is  an 
atheilt.  And  to  deny  the  fecond  or  the  third, 
is  to  give  up  the  Bible,  and  be  an  infidel. 
Again,  he  who  owns  the  firfi  muft  grant  the  fee - 
end,  or  be  inconfiftent.  For,  if  God  is  fuch  a 
being,  as  the  firfi  aflerts,  the  divine  law  muft 
be  what  the  fecond,  affirms.  And  if  the  firfi 

and  fecond  are  true,  no  man  can  doubt  of  the 
third. 

But,  to  reduce  all  to  one  pointy  and  to  be  a 
little  more  particular  :  Chrifi  was  made  a  curfe , 
to  redeem  us  from  the  curje  of  the  law  c  even 
•from  the  curfe  of  that  law ,  which  curies  every 
one  that  contmueih  not  m  all  things.  To  deny 
that  this  law,  from  the  curfe  of  which  Chrift  re¬ 
deems  us,  requires  perfeB  obedience,  is  exprefs- 
ly  to  contradia  the  word  of  God,  which  declares 
that  it  requires  us  to  continue  in  all  things.  To 
deny  that  this  law  compriies  eternal  ruin  in  its 
curfe,  is  again  exprefsly  to  contradia  the  word 
of  God,  which  declares,  that  Chrift  delivers  his 
people  from  trie  wrath  to  come  ;  and  over  and 
over  again  declares,  that  the  wrath  to  come  will 
be  everlafiing,  where  the  worm  fimll  never  die, 
ana  the  fire  never  be  quenched.  It,  therefore, 
appears  to  be  a  faB  as  certain,  as  that  the  New 
Teftament  is  true,  that  the  Son  of  God  incar¬ 
nate,  died  on  the  crofs,  to  bear  the  curfe  of  that 
law,  which  required  perfcB  obedience  of  us,  on 
pajn  of  eternal  mifery.  Now, 
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That  the  Son  of  God,  by  his  Father’s  appoint¬ 
ment,  fhould  leave  the  world  of  glory,  become 
incarnate,  appear  and  (land  and  die  in  our  room* 
to  bear  the  curfe,  which  was  by  law  due  to  us, 
is  a  faft,  the  molt  wonderful  and  aftonifhing* 
that  ever  reached  human  ears.  And  pray,  what 
end  had  God  the  Father,  or  God  the  Son,  in 
this  infinitely  furprifing  affair  ? 

To  fay,  .that  God  the  Father  gave  his  only 
begotten  and  well  beloved  Son  to  die,  abfolute- 
ly,  for  no  end  at  all,  when  dinners  might  have 
been  faved,  in  every  refpedl,  as  well  without,  is 
to  fay,  that  Chrijl  crucified  is  not  the  wifdom  of 
pod  :  And  the  do&rine  of  the  crofs  mufl  he  own¬ 
ed  to  be,  what  its  ancient  adverfaries  affirmed* 
fiooli/hnefs.  Which  is  to  fay,  it  is  not  from  God. 

If  the  Son  of  God  incarnate,  was  made  a 
curfe  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe, of  the  law, 
for  fome  end  :  It  muft  have  been  either,  1.  Be¬ 
caufe  the  law  was  bad,  was  too  fevere  ;  and  fo 
he  died  to  deliver  us  from  the  too  great  rigour 
and  feverity  of  the  law,  and  to  put  us  under  a 
more  equitable  vconftitution.  Or,  2.  He  died 
becaufe  the  law  was  good,  to  do  it  honour,  to 
declare  God’s  righteoufnefs,  that  he  might  be 
juft,  and  yet  the  juftifier  of  the  believer.  A 
third  end,  dillinft  from  thefe  two,  cannot  be 
mentioned. 

If  the  Son  of  God  left  his  Father’s  bofom, 
became  incarnate,  and  died  on  the  crofs,  becaufe 
the  law  was  bad,  was  too  fevere,  &c.  then  it  w ill 
follow,  1.  That,  in  fati,  the  law  was  bad,  and 
God  the  Father  knew  it,  and  God  the  Son  knew 
it.  2.  It  had  therefore  been  inconfiftent  with 
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r?ery  perfection  of  the  divine  nature,  to  have 
held  mankind  bound  bv  this  law,  if  Chrilt  had 
never  died.  And,  therefore,  3.  There  was  ev--* 
-idently  no  need  of  his  death  in  the  cafe  ;  un- 
Jefs  we  will  fay,  (heaven  forbid  the  blafphemy). 
that  God  the  Father  was  fuch  a  tyrant*  that  he 
could  not  do  us  juflice,  unlefs  moved  thereto 
by  the  blood  of  his  own  Son.  Which  to  fayr 
is  worfe  than  downright  infidelity. 

If  the  Son  of  God  left  his  Father’s  bofom* 
became  incarnate,  and  died  on  the  crofs,  be- 
caufe  the  law  was  good,  to  do  it  honour,  &c. 
then,  alfo,  it  will  follow,  1.  That  the  law  was  in 
fa£i  good,  and  worthy  of  all  this  honour  ;  and 
God  the  Father  knew  it,  and  God  the  Son  knew 
it.  Yea,  and  every  child  of  Adam  knows  it, 
whofe  eyes  are ^  opened  to  fee  it,  as  it  is.  2. 
And,  therefore,  all  our  ill  thoughts  of  the  divine 
law  are  groundlefs,  yea  infinitely  criminal. 
They  are  of  the  nature  of  blalphemy,  againft 
God  the  Father,  and  God  the  Son*  And  he, 
who  does  not  look  upon  this  law,  as  glorious,  fo 
infinitely  honoured  by  the  Father  and  the  Son, . 
may  jufily  be  reputed  an  enemy  to  the  Father 
and  the  Son  :  And,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  an 
enemy  to  the  crofs  of  Chrilt.  3.  The  divine 
glory  of  the  atonement  primarily  confilts  in  its 
doing  infinite  honour  to  this  glorious  law,  there- 
by  aflerting  the  rights  of  the  God-head,  and 
condemning  the  fin  of  an  apoftate  world.  4. 
He,  therefore,  who  is  blind  to  the  beauty  of  the 
divine  nature,  the  excellency  of  the  divine  law, 
and  the  great  evil  of  fin,  mult,  of  neceflity,  be 
blind  to  the  glory  of  the  atonement.  5.  Yea* 


. 
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he  who  does  not  view  the  divine  law  as  glori¬ 
ous,  worthy  to  be  magnified  and  made  honour¬ 
able,  can  lee  no  reafoft  why  it  was  honoured  on 
the  crofs  of  Chrift.  And  fo  can  fee  no  wifdom, 
nor  any  other  divine  perfection,  in  the  death  of 
an  incarnate  God.  6.  Until  the  divine  perfec¬ 
tions,  exhibited  to  view  on  the  crofs,  are  feen, 
and  feen  in  their  glory,  the  Gofpel  will  not  be 
believed  with  all  the  heart,  nor  will  thofe  holy 
affeCtions,  which  conftitute  the  chriftian  charac¬ 
ter  be  produced  by  it.  And,  if  our  Gofpel  is 
hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft .  7.  It  muft 

be  entirely  owing  to  a  fupernatural,  divine  in¬ 
fluence,  that  a  mind  alienated  from,  and  at  en¬ 
mity  againfl,  God’s  character  and  law,  becomes 
ft  1  u c 3c  with  the  beauty  and  charmed  with  the 
glory  of  each,  as  honoured  with  the  higheft  hon- 
ouis  on  the  crofs  of  Ch rift.  And,  therefore. 

Except  a  man  be  born  again ,  he  cannot  fee  the 
kingdom  of  God .  ^ 

1  he fe,  together  with  that  whole  fyftem  of  fen- 
timents,  in  clofe  connexion  with  thefe,  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  preceding  Effay,  will  follow,  if  Chrift 
died  becaufe  the  law  was  good,  to  do  it  honour, 
to  grant  that  Chrift  died  for  this  end,  and  to 
deny  the  confequences,  is  to  be  inconfiftent. 
to  deny  that  Chrift  died  for  this  end,  inevita¬ 
bly  leads  to  infidelity.  To  fay,  that  Chrift  did 
not  die  becaufe  the  law  was  good,  to  do  it  hon¬ 
our,  is  to  fay,  there  was  no  good  reafon  for  his 
death,  lo  fay,  he  died  becaufe  the  law  was 
bad,  to  get  it  repealed,  is  to  offer  a  reafon  worfe 
than  none.  And  to  fay  either,  is  to.  fay,  that 
Chriftiapity  is  not  from  God. 
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It  remains,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  confid¬ 
ent  medium  between  the  ancient  apoftolick 
Chriftianity,  and  downright  infidelity.  And* 
accordingly, 

In  ftrift  truth,  in  the  fight  of  God,  who* 
fearcheth  the  heart,  there  are  but  two  forts  of 
men  in  chriftendom  ;  and,  at  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment,  it  will  appear  fo  to  all  the  world.  Now 
we  are  divided  into  a  great  variety  of  fe&s  and 
parties  ;  but  then,  of  all  thefe  fefts  and  parties, 
there  will  appear  to  be  but  two  forts  of  men  ; 
believers ,  and  unbelievers.  -  And,  then  that  raoft 
remarkable  faying  of  Jefus  Chrift  will  take  ef- 
feQ,  and  be  fulfilled  :  He  that  belicveth  and  is> 
baptized  Jhall  be  faved  ;  but  he  that  belicveth  not 
Jhall  be  damned. 

No  man  on  earth,  or  angel  in  heaven,  has  a 
right  to  vary  or  alter  the  true  Gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  accommodate  it  to  the  notions  of  the 
learned,  or  to  the  experiences  of  the  unlearned. 
Nay,  by  the  fpirit  of  infpiration,  which  is,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  the  fame  as  if  God  himfelf  had  fpoken  with 
an  audible  voice  from  heaven,  St.  Paul,  with 
the  utrnoft  folemnity,  once  and  again,  declared* 
as  it  were  to  the  whole  chriftian  world  in  a 
body,  that  ij  any  man  or  angel  Jhall  preach  any 
other  Gofptl ,  let  kirn  be  accursed.  And  all 
who,  with  St.  Paul,  fincerely  love  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrift,  as  it  is,  muft  therefore  ftand  ready  from; 
the  heart  to  fay,  Amen.  For, 

As  the  Gofpel  is  one  harmonious,  connefled’ 
whole  ;  fo,  he  who  alters  it  in  any  fingle  point, 
to  be  confident,  muft  alter  the  whole  :  That  is, 
muft  g.ve  up  that  whole  fyftem  of  truths,  and 
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fubftitute  in  its  room,  a  whole  fyftem  of  lies  ;  a 
fyltem  fubverfive  of,  and  direbtly  contrary  to 
the  whole  Gofpel  of  Chrift.'  For  inftance  ;  he 
who  denies  the  character  of  the  Father,  mull  de¬ 
ny  the  character  and  office  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Gboft.  For*  if-  the  Father  is  not  in  him- 
felf  infinitely  worthy  of  our  fupreme  love,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  confideration  of  our  being  pardon¬ 
ed.  the  divine  law,  which  required  this,  previous 
to  that  confideration,  was  not  good.  The  death 
of  Chrift,  then,  to  do  it  honour,  was  needlefs. 
And,  the  regenerating  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  bring  us  to  view  God  in  this  light, 
there  was  no  occafion  for  ;  if  there  is  no  amia- 
blenefs  in  the  divine  nature,  previous  to  the 
confideration  of  his  being  my  reconciled  friend* 
And,  if  my  want  of  love,  and  all  my  difaffedhon 
to  the  divine  charadler,  arifes  limply  from  con- 
fidering  him  as  my  enemy,  let  him  but  declare 
himfelf  my  friend,  and  1  ftiall  love  him,  with 
that  kind  of  love,  which  alone  is  his  due.  For, 
it  is  natural  to  thofey  who  are  born  of  the  jlejh^ 
to  love  a  friend  and  benefadtor.  For  finners 
love  thoje  that  love  them**  And,  if  my  difaffec- 
tion  to  the  Deity  refults  only  from  his  being 
my  enemy  ;  then,  as  the  breach  began  on  hia* 
fide,  fo  it  belongs  to  him  to  retradl  firft.  And, 
if  he  loves  me,  I  fhall  love  him.  No  mediator 
or  fandlifier  is  needed  in  the  cafe.  So  the 
whole  Gofpel  is  overthrown*  The  finner  is 
juftified,  God  and  his  law  condemned.  The 
fame  may  be  faid  of  every  falfe  fcheme  of  re¬ 
ligion.  He  who  denies  one  (ingle  truth,  let 
him  be  confiftent?  and  he  mult  deny  the  whole. 


The  Conclvfion.  goy 

And  he,  who  believes  one  error,  let  him  be 
confident,  and  he  mud  believe  a  whole  fydem 
of  lies.  And  it  was  in  this  view,  that  St.  Paul 
pronounced  the  man  or  angel  accurfed ,  who 
fhould  preach  another  G  of  pel.  Becaufe,  if  his 
other  Gofpel  was  true,  Chrijl  is  dead  in  vain ,  and 
the  whole  of  Chridianity  is  overthrown.  Gab 
ii.  21.  And,  as  this  was  the  cafe,  with  the  falfe 
fcheme,  which  St.  Paul  then  oppofed  ;  fo  it  is 
equally  true,  as  to  every  falfe  fcheme,  which 
has  been  advanced  fince.  For,  as  it  is  enmity 
to  the  true  Gofpel,  which  ;is  contrary  to  every 
vicious  bias  in  the  human  heart,  that  is  the 
fource  of  every  falfe  Gofpel,  which  is  adapted 
to  judify  our  corruptions  ;  Joh.  iii.  19,  20,21; 
fo,  of  courfe,  every  falfe  Gofpel  is,  in  its  own 
nature,  contrary  to,  and  fubverfive  of  the  true. 

But  he,  who  hates  the  trite  Gofpel  of  Chrift, 
fo  entirely,. that  he  would  overthrow  the  whole 
of  it,  were  he  able,  as  he  is  a  thorough  enemy 
to  God  and  ;to  his  Son  ;  fo  St.  Paul’s  fentence 
againd  him,  Let  him  be  accurfed ,  is  not  more  fe- 
vere  than  that  of  his  Mader’s,  He  that  believeth 
not  Jhall  be  damned .  A  fentence,  which,  when 
it  comes  to  he  put  in  execution  at  the  day  of 
judgment,  will  meet  with  univerfa!  approbation 
and  applaufe  from  all  holy  beings  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  As  this  is  the  mod  important  fubjeft  in 
the  world,  and  as  we  are  all  infinitely  intereded 
in  it  ;  fo  it  demands  the  mod  ferious  conlider- 
ation,  and  impartial,  and  drift;  examination  of 
all  the  profeflors  of  Chridianity.  He,  there- 
Fore,  that  hath  ears  to  hear ,  let  him  hear . 
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